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Gentlemen and Inhabitants of 
HAMMERSMITH. 


Honoured, Worthy, and Well-beloved Friends, 


He great and good God made Man 

Lord of the * whole Earth, but this 

1s not the highei? Preferment, and ut- 

moſt Advancement that he is capa- 

ble of, and deſtind to. The incorporeal 
and diviner Part of him fufficiently diſcovers, 
and evidently demonſtrates that he pertains 
and belongs to another World, Tully brings in 
Cato delivering this high point of "Philoſophy, 
that this [4] Earth and earthly Body, into 
which the Soul 18 ſenk at preſent, is a place ex- 
treamly contrary to 4 divine Nature, and to E- 
terwity, This Earth is but our [6] Iz», faies 
he, in which as Travellers we are to lodg in 
our Journey, haſtening through Timeto E- 
A 3 ter- 
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* Gen. 1. 23. Plal. 8.6, & 15. 16. 

[4 EF animus ealeftne, ex alt iſſume damicilio depreſs, Ty 
quaſs demerſms in terram, locuwm divina nature, elermtai's jut 
conrrarmam, Cic, in Cat. Maj. ſeu de ſcene. 

[6] Ex vita sf4 diſcedo, tanquam ex hoſÞ1tio, now targu um 
ex dio. Commorand! enym natnre dryer ſorinm nobss, non ha- 
birandi dedir, 1d. ib, 
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ternity 3 not our Houſe and Home in which 
we areto dwell continually, - This World is 
appointed only as a Paſſage to a better place 
and ſtate : We are now in a way of *Prepara- 
tion for _ it. This World (as [c] one ſaies well) 
is the great Laboratory for perfc@Fing of Souls for 
the next. Weare here indeed to xmakebut; a 
'fhort flay 5 yet we muſt not repine at the bre- 
vity of this Life, but ought to be content with 
that ſpace of time which 1s allowed us for our 
Life on Earth 3 and to take care, that in[4] 
whatſoever AG we are appointed to appear, 
we perform our particular parts well, thgugh 
they prove but ſhort ones that are aſſigned and 
committed to us, in the great Comedy ated in 
the Theater of this inferiour World : for (as 
the forementianed *Philo/opher acknowledg- 
eth) a ſhort time of Life is long enough to ſerve us 
fo lrve well and. honeſtly. It concerns us only 
to endeavour, to. uſe and improve what time 
God pleaſes to afford us, in doing thoſe 
hipgs which, will fit and diſpoſe us fora happy 
Eternity, -and makepur Tranſlation and Re- 
moyal hence gainful and advantageous, com- 


foftable and deſirable to us. 
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e] Sir Mat, Hale's Contempl, M. and DY r part, p. 263- 
| 6; Neque enim hiflriont, wt jlaceat, ptragenda ef? ſabuls : 
mnde in quocungut ſucrit at's, probetur : nec ſaprents: ſqut ad, 
plaudite, vivendum. Breve enim tempus ataty bars eff [opgum 


ad bene homeſttque vivexduns, Cic, lib. cit, 
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God hath preſcribed a courſe. of corpenitnt 
means tobeoblerved” and uſed by -us in this 
Probation-ſtate, |e| He does not lead wato 4 
Life of Blefſednefs (as St. Hilary tells us truly) 
through thorny difficult Controverſies, and knotty - 
bard\Sneſtions, He would have us; not di/- 
pute, but live : for (as the * Prophet informs 
us) He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what us 
good ;, and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk. 
Lumil; with thy God And (as the || Apoſtle 
expreſles it) The Grace of God that bringeth 
Salty tion, hath appeared to all Men ;, teaching 
ws, that denying Ongodlinef ind worldly Lujts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily in 
this preſent VVorld.. He requires usto believe 
in order toPraQice and Obedience. 

God has given us but a f ] few things to be 
believed ; (as Bp. Forbes was wont'well to ob- 
ſerve) but he has plainly ordered and appoint» 
ed a great many neceſſary things to be done by us, 
We muſt t do bs Commandments,that we may 
be bleſſed, and have right to the Iree of Life, 
and enter in by the Gates into the.City. We 
mm(t * by patient Continuance in wel/-doi;'e, 

A 4 feek 
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[e] Nom per difficile; Queſtiones ad be it.um vitam m1 duct 
Dew, Hilar, 

* Mic. 6.8, || Tit. z 11, 12. 

[ f] Parca credenda, multa factends. Conl'd, Mod. % 
Pac. in epilt, Prat, 

t Rev. 22. 14 * Rom. 2 7. 


viii The Preface.” 
feek, for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality. 
The Scope and Drift of the following 
Tredfiſe is, to ſhew you particularly and fully, 
how to redeem the Time of this Life, fo as to 
gain a glorious Immortality. 
As for the Matter of it, it is uſeful to in- 
ſtru& you in the Divine Arithmetick , to make 
you wiſer than ['g] brntiſh Sinners, that know 


not how to zwmber their Days - It is apt to - 


ge you upon an early, preſent Induſtry ; 


e 
a diligent, ſpeedy Care of your Time, and of | 


your Sonls ; and is a e/MannduGion to the Ex- 

exciſe of a great part of Pradical Religion. 
The Style of it is plain, familiar, and eaſy 
to be underſtood by all, which renders the 
Treatiſe the more generally uſeful. Some affe& 
a Language ſo gaudy as is not conſiſtent with 
the Gravity of Theology. Others diſcourſe 
in ſo ſirong a Style, that by their /ofty Words 
and Expreſſions they ſhoot quite over the 
Heads, and ſo wiff the Hearts of too too ma- 
ny of their Auditqrs. Some paint the Glaſs, 
till they darken the Window, and keep out 
the Light, Seneca profeſſes, that he does not 
ap- 
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(£] The Philoſopher affirms that Man is therefore the w iſeſt 
of all Creatures, becauſe he alone can number ; and they note 
this as an effential difference between them, that Brute nom nw 
werant ; Brure Creatures cannot number; 1 am ſure this is 
moſt} true of that Divine Arithmctick which the Pſalmilt prays 
for, Lord teach ws ſo to number our Days, that we may apply 
eur Hearts wnto Wiſdom, Dr. Stoughton's Heavenly Conver- 
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approve of any jejune and dry Diſcourſes a- 
bout the great and weighty matters of More- 
lity ; for *Philoſophy, ſays he, does not renounce 
all Wit and Ingeny : but he does not allow 
much labour to be laid out upon Words. 
[hb] A ſich Man, fays he, does not ſeek, « Phy- 
fictan that is eloquent, but that is able to cure his 
Diſeaſe : no more than the Paſſenger regards 
and enquires, whether the s4ilfil "Pilot, or 
Governour of a Ship, be a very comely and 
handſome Man # Thou hait as nruch buſineſs up- 
on thee, ſays he, to heal the Diſtempers of 
Mens Minds and Manners, as « Phyſiciax has 
in a Plague-tine ; and art thow implozed about 
Words e be glad if thou canit be ſufficient for 
things. 1 have not ſtudied for great Words, 
nor labour'd for high Language s but onl 
ſought out * ſoxnd, wholſome, healing words. 
It may be, ſome candid, courteous Reader, 
if he ſee Occaſion, may make the ſame or like 
Apology for me, as Seneca once did for F abia- 
nus Papyrigs,when Lucilizs had taken noſmall 
Prejudice againſt certain Books of that Phzlo- 


ſophe r, 


| — 


[h] Non quarit ager medicum eloquentem, ſed ſanantemFc. 
nn Crit, quare gratuletur ſibs, quod inciderit in medicum tram 
diſertuum ; bac enim tale et, quale ſi peritie gubernator ttiam 
formoſus eff, Quid aures meas [calpus ? qurd oblettas ? alind 
apiturry wrendas, jecandm, abftiinendues ſum. Ad hec adbibitus 
1: chrare debes morbum vererem, gravem, tublicum. Tan 
tm negotu haber, quantum in piſtilentia medicus : circa Verbs 
vecupatur es 2 jamdudum gaude, ſo ſufficis re515, YEA, OP: 75% 
* "Taro A537, 2 Tim. 4- 13, 


ſopber, becauſe his Style was not elaborate 


and polite, but ſeem'd to him to be [5] low | 


and mean : &] He formed Manners , not | 


Words, ſays Seneca 3 and wrote to the Minds, 
mot Ears of Men, It does not. become a Philo- 
ſopher to be fludious and ſolicitows about Lan- 


guage. He was not negligent in his Style, fays | 
he, but only not over-careful about it : and there- 


fore you will find nothing ſordid or ſlovenly in it, | 


His Words are choſen, not affeted. His Diſ- 
courſes are not flat and low, but pleaſing and 
plain. Look on the whole Body of the Book ; 
though it be not trim, 'tis honeit, Would you 
have hin ſet himſelf tc ſo ſmall a thing as Words ? 
He addiGed himſelf to the Greatneſs of Things, 
—— And you may perceive by what he has 
perform'd, that he felt what be wrote. What 
ever he delivers tends all to Profit, and a good 
Mind : Applauſe is not ſought for, or look'd af- 
ter by him. 

I ſhall only ſpeak for my (elf in the Words 


of Salvian; [kh] We that are greater Lovers of 


Things 


£1 Effund verba, non fings, 


* 
4 


fx 
4 
4 
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#] Mores slle, now verba compoſwit ; (5 animu ſeripfir ita, | 
n2u 4wribus, Tc, -— Eledta verba ſunt, now captats, = — | 


Ad profettum omnia tendunt, ad bonam mentem : non quart | 


fur plauſus, Sen. ep. 100. 

[6] Nor gut rerum magus qudm verborum amatores, wtilia 
porins quem plauſtbilia ſeftamur ;, ---< In ſeriptiunculu noſtris 
won lenocinta efſe volumus, ſed remedia, que ſcilicet non 1am 
etioſorum auribus pleceant, quim egrotorum mentibut proſint, 
Salvian, Prxfat. ad libros de Gubern, Dei, 
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Things than of Words, follow what is profitable 
more than what is plauſible 5 nor do we ſeek that 
the empty Ornaments of the Age, but that the 
wholſome Emoluments of things may be commen- 
ded in ws, We would have cur Writings con- 
tain, not Enticements, but Remedies, mhich 
may not ſo much pleaſe the Ears of the idle, as 
profit the Minds of juch as are ſick. 

The Deſign and Aim of this Diſcourſe in its 
compoſure was, not to tickle the Ear, and 


X1 


# ſtrike the Fancy; but to warm the Heart, 
> and reach the Conſcience, and direct the Life 3 


to teach Men how to /ive, and how to die, 
and how to attain a bliffful Life after Death. 
I here preſent you with a plain Diſcourſe in 
a very learned Age. | have prepared and 
provided for you, not fine Mancket, but ra- 
ther Barley Bread, ſuch as [ 4k] Bucer encoura- 
ged holy Bradford, for want of better, to 
give unto the People. As St. Peter ſaid to 
the lame Van, * Silzer and Gold have I none 1 
but ſuch as I have gite { thee : In the Name «of 
Jeſus Chriit of Nazareth, riſe up and walk : | 
lay to you in hke manner z I have xo rich 
Preſent to offer you 3 but ſuch asI have give 
I unto you : I would, wnder God, be a means 
to help you to find yorr Feet, and walk in the 
way of God's Commandments, and run the 
Race that is ſet before you. 
I 


—— 
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+] « Fox Ats ani Mon, p vol p-1456, * Acts 3. 6, 
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I was induced to make theſe Papers publich, Þ-** 
not only to ſatisfy the Deſpres of ſome Friend, (hem 


but becauſe I found ſo very little perform'd by my 
others on this SubjeF, which I thought deſer- _ ). 
ved a larger and fuller Handling : And that I a 
by my own appearing in it, I might oblige F* " 
my ſelf above all others to a greater and ſtric- 2? © q 
er care of my own Tine, _ might leave ſome that 
wholſome Counſels, and ſeafonable Helps to bis 
a holy Life, to my own Children, Friends and perſw 
Acquaintance 3 and do ſome laſting Service to? 33 
gour Souls; and when I ſhall be dead, may 
by theſe Papers continue to ſpeak to you and 
yours: * For God is my record, how greatly 1 \ 
long after you all, in the Bowels of Feſws Chritt, | © 
you in my Heart ; and t my Heart's _— F * 
re and Prayer to on #s, that you might | 

j_ yer to God for you is, that you mig ! and 
I ſhall only here crave your leave to put | tC 

you in mind of a few very weceſſary things. 4 


1. Let me earneſtly exhort and beſeech 
you, that you would worthily and becomingly F 
a@ the parts of Mev, and Chriſtians, Live as | ©*© 
thoſethat have rational Soxls, noble and im- } 
mortal Spirits within you ; and do nothing 
repygnamt to the Light of your own Minds and x 
Conſcience. Yea live as thoſe that have the |} '*B 
benefit and advantage of Divine Revelation. | 

Let | he” 
ONES —— * 


* Phil. 1.7,5%, + Rom, 10. t. 
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:-4 JLet none that mare the N ame of Chriit allow 
_ themſelves in the ator confident *Pra@ice 
*1 by fof any notorious, ſcandalous Sir or Vice, di- 
deſer. (#eAly and expreſly contrary to the holy Word, 
that $4nd righteous Law of God 3 proceeding upon 
blice $2 falſe, imaginary Suppoſition 3; venturing up- 
tric. $on a fond, ungrounded, fooliſh Preſumption 3 
ſome {that the Mercy of God will at laſt prevail againſt 
his Wiſdome, — Juſtice, and Truth : 
and Sperſwading, promiling, flattering themſclves 
in any evil Way, that God (according to 
may their [des and Model of a Deity) will never 
and 8 find in his heart to puniſh the unreclaimable 
/y 1] Sinner, and obſtinate final Impenitent, with 
-;7p, © everlaſting Miſery, and eterval Torment ; 
De. © though he has over and over threatned it in 
© the Goſpel, and though it ſtands with * good 
* and great Reaſon that he ſhould do it. IValk 
put cloſely according to the Ryle, and maintain 
| a t Converſation becoming the Goſpel of Cbriit. 


right 


2. If any of you, upon ſearch and enquiry 
into your ſclves, ſhall find in your ſelves any 
decay of Piety, declining in Godlineſs, abate- 
im. > ment of Strictneſs, neglect of Watchfulneſs, 
ing } any ſhackneſs and remiſneſs in Duty, any vani- 
ing | © of Mind, and carcleſneſs of Spirit grow- 
the | 18g upon you z if you can perceive you have 
ON, left 
—_ _—_ 
- Sce p, 439, 440,441, + Phi's I. 2% 
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* left your firit Love ;, * Remember from whenel} 19 7 
you are fallen, and repent, and do the firlt Red: 
works: recover, maintain, encreale the old WY 
Warmth : f Be watchful, and ſtrengthen thy Adv 
things which remain, that are ready to die, For. porol 
tify natural Principles, ſuſcitate your natural (hall 
Powers, ſtir up the Gifts and Graces of God} pol1 
i your ſclves. | nota 


'# leart 

[1] Min is no Star, but a Puick Coal a 
Of Mirtal Fire: | was 

Who blows it not, nor doth controll empl 

A faint Deſure, a (h 

Lets his own Aſhes choke his Soul, ; w 

' ſays 

Look up to Hcaven continually for the help | Kel? 
and benefit of Divine Influences, Illumina- = 
. d 


tions, Impreſſions 3 and receive not the Grace © 


of God in vain ; but up, and be doing ;z go | "po 
in the Strength of the Lord, and work ont your j at 
Salvation with fear and trembling. | - ha 

| wp 


3. Take heed of the *Prophanation, and be- ' the 


ware of a partial, formal obſervation of the . the 
Lord's: Day : Where it is partial, it is likely s of 
to be formal. Read attentively and frequent- | foe: 
ly the earneſt Exhortation to a thorough Re- | the 
demption of the Lord's-Day, Chap. 2. pag. 32, 
fo — 
* Rev. 2-445. + &z. _ | £ 
['] Herb, Poem. Empluyment, p. 91. 258, 
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10 73. There you are inform'd, that a due 
Redemption of the whole Lord's-Day, is the 
way to redeem all other Days to the greateſt 
Advantage, * as to Spiritzals, and as to Tem- 
porols too. And in reference to this /atter, I 
(hall here confirm what is faid there, by pro- 
poſing the Experience, and producing the 
notable, conſiderable Teſtimony of a wiſe and 


'F learned, a great and very good Man, the 


worthily renowned lateChiet Juſtice Ha/e,who 
was (as Seneca ſays of good Men) natws ad ex- 
emplar, born to be an Example to others: In 
a ſhort Diſcourſe of his about Redemption 


* of Time I find theſe Words; [#] Be ſare, 
* ſays be, to ſpend the Lord's-Day intirely in thoſe 


Religious Duties proper to it 5 and let nothing 
but an inevitable Neceſſity divert you ſrom it. — 


' -It is that which will ſandify and proſper all the 
' re$t of your Time, and your ſecular Employments, 


I am not apt to be ſuperſtitiows, ſays he, but this 


# 1havecertainly and inſallibly found true, that 


by my deport ment in my Duty towards God, in 


the limes devoted to his Service, eſpecially ox 


the Lord's-Day, I could make a certain conjetlure 
of my ſucceſs in my Secular Occaſions the reit of 
the Week after : If I were looſe and negligent in 
the former, the latter never ſucceeded well ;, if 


ſftrif, 


— 


em —_—— 


* Seep. 66, 67, 
(-] Sir Mat. Hak''s Contemp), Mor. and Dy, 1 Part, pag. 
259, 259, 
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ſtrif, and . conſcientious, and watchful in the 
former, I was ſucceſful and proſperous in the lat- 
ter, . And again 3 in a Godly Letter to his ſe 
Children * (of whow be travail d-in birth that | Y 
Chriit might be formed int theme) he freely's. | 
pens his mind in theſe remarkable Words to 

them; [z] I now write ſomething to you, ſays C 
he, of your obſervation of the Lord's-Day, be- | , 
cauſe 1 find in the World much Looſeneſ and 4} © 
poſtacy from this Duty. * "People begin to be cold |: Go 
and careleſs in it, allowing themſelves Sports and | | 


Recreations, and Secular Imployments in it, fin 
without any neceſſity 5 which is a fad ſpeFacle, ble 
and an ill preſage, And he there es this} «+ 


Profeſſion and Declaration to them ; I have * Pp 
found by a ftrif and diligent Obſervation, that | A | 
4 due Obſervation of the Duties of this Day, has 
ever had joinedtoit, a Bleſſing upon the reit of | | 
my time,and the Week that has been ſo begun,has | 
been bleſſed and proſperous to me : And on the | | 
other ſide, when I have been negligent of the Du- i 
ties of this Day, the reit of the Week has been 
unſucceſiful and unhappy to my own Secular Im- 
ployments 5, ſo that I could eaſily make an eſtimate 
of my ſucceſſes in my own Secular Imployments © | 
he Wes ollowing, by the manner of my paſſing | 
of this Day: And this I do not write lightly | m1, 
or 


k nee 


Hrnrtrnmnmmgmmemmmma—n—s | — tak 

** Gal. 4- 194 | 
{»ÞJa his DireQigns for. keeping the Lord's-Dayy in a Letter ? +4 
to his Children, Ibid; Þ, 324. * =” 


The Py ef; ate. Xy il 
or inconſiderately, but upon a long and ſound Oba 
ſervation and Experience, You ſee how this 
was zmch upon his Heart, and how teady he 
was toremarkthis upon all Occaſions. 


4. Let me charge and preſs it upon your 
Conſciences , that on a Lord'sDay , you 
would be ſo kind and chatitable, ſo trae and 
faithful to your Sowls, as not to loſe the Sea- 
ſon of a Sucramert, if you can by any means 
redeem it. Let none among you live in a 
finfal, ſhameful Diſuſe, and ani unwarranta- 
ble inexcuſable Neg/e@ of the holy Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. Let me ſolemnly invite 
you in the moving pathetical Words of the 
devout Herbert, 


[9] Come ze hither all, whoſe taſte 

I; your waſte 3 
Save your coff, and mend your fare. 
God is here prepard and arest, 

And the Feat ; 
God in whom all dainties are. 


I do notcall you to a Prophanation,biit to a 
worthy Participation of this ſacred Ordinance. 
They that do cuſtomarily live »#bolily, muſt 
heeds receive axworthily. Are they fit to par- 
take of the Lord's Supper, who allow them- 

a 


ſelves 


— 


_—_— thc —_—_______ 
i — ee. 


[9] The loyieatien. 
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ſelves 1n the Loye and Praftice of any &nowr 
"Sw 2 Are they dyſposd to ear Chriit's 'Flefb, 
who will not abſtain from fleſbly Lyſts, but 
uſually walk after the Fleſh & Are they pre- 
par'd to drink Chriit's Blood, who commonly 
arizh in Iniquity like Water, : and frequently 


drown themſ(eclyes and others in Drink ? Are | 
they that walkwzworthy of their Baptiſze, ina | 


condition to venture upon the holy Communiagne 
T invite you to all that isduly previous and 

preparatory to the Duty, and to a right and 

requiſite manner of the pertormance ot it. 
Come, but take God along with you, when- 


ever you intend to come, By the help of God, * 


Yau may receive this Sacrament as you ought. Þ 


Excuſe not your ./tinence and Forbearance 


by pretending your Onrfitneſs : but ſet your | 
ſelves in good earneſt, with an honelt, wil- 


ling, reſolved Mind, w2der God, to fit your 
ſelves z, and you ſhall quickly ftiad, that God 
will readily a{/zi# and enable you, promote 
and further you in the way of your Duty. 
Come, but competently underſtand the na- 
ture and ends of this Ordinance 3 and impar- 
tially try, and 'exaztine your felves before 


you come. Come with a hearty. willingneſs | 


to part with your Sizs for hing,, who loſt bi 
Blood, and laid down- his Life far yok. 5 and 
with a firm Reſolution to [ze to biz, that dij- 
ed. for you. Labour by habitual Devotedneſto 
Ggd, and by continual circumſpect walking 

- and 


; 
y 
Fo 


. Jardjont more tuff <& © WABIASO Ys bv. 


Theſe” xi 
#6A holy tiving to be tn" gene#a] diſpoſition ft" 
worthy Receiving: A bell GRdared Conbiejs: 
ſitio?) 1s the beſt *Prepardtion forthe Continiti-" 
ond will gioſt'gertainhy take #Whe# PreJ 


C18 


"Come, for 1'telf yor plainly; Tt 48 #0628) 
Jout own! liberty ant there, tg tome;- of Keep? 
day. Theres a ſpecial Aaridate for your 
contitng, * This do itt ' remitntbyanice bf me, (ys 
Cht1;t, He Uoes not brty Tinbly allow, 'of' 
bately recovrmend it to his Chirth 5 but as 2 
L atverver, (triftly \tommands arid requires it'5; 
ane as a dying, Teſtator, orders'antenjoins the 
Obſcrvance of it. '* Chriſt fays as clearly and 
exptefly, Do thi ; 3s God in any Pretept of 
the Decd 'OUC {rys, Thou that hf ao this; 
Now the Law of CErii# thowl4'be more for- 
cible and ptevalent with you,” thin any Sta- 
tute, or Law of the” Land, to; accelerate the 
PraQice of this Duty. on 

There is as much Danger in an urworthy 

Reffng this Sacrament, as there 1$in an am» 
worthy Receiving it, © You catr go for no more 
than Half-Chriſtiars,if you totally abſtain from 
this Ordinance 3”! which is, equally with the 
reception of the Sxcrament of Baptiſm, a Bade 
and Cognizance,; Note'and Charatter of yous 
Diſtiplefhip 5 an [Evidence and Demonſtrati+ 
on, Sip and Exprefſion, Token and Teſ#- 

' "yt 4 2 : mony 


& £ 4. 


—_— 


* Luke 22,19, 1 Cor. 11. 24, 25. 
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mony of your Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, To 


livgjn-a.conſtant Nee of this Sacrament; is 


a manifeſt. V7olazion of your BiptiſmatVow,” 


You promird at your" 'Buaptiſes, that 'y 
would obediently keep God's holy Wills d 


Commandments, and walk it) the ſame all che” 


Days of your Lives : But how apparenitly*do 


you break this part of your Vow, by living in 


a long continued courſe of D;ſobedience to this 
ſo reaſonable Command of | Chriſt ? Yea, ©this 
unchriſtian PraQtice of yours, is, by ii#terpre- 
tation, a kind of Remeciation of your Baptiſ- 
mal Covenant, entred into in'your Infaniy - 
you do, 'ma'manner, openly 'difown and dif- 
avow it, when you will not yield, at Tears of 
Diſcretion, to renew and confirm it 5 though 
often minded of it, frequently required,” and 
called wpon 1n the Name of Chriſt, to' do it in 
the -Uſe and. Celebration of this Sacrament. 
And by being ſo utterly averſe and — 
to bind. your (elves by this means: to Chris?, 
and to. ratify and ſtrengthen your Covenant 
with -him,.you ſeem to quit your Part in Chriſt, 
and to. 4iſclain- all Iteref# and Propricty mn 


the.precious Benefits purchaſed by kis' Blood | 


andNeath-3:and ro be guilty of the baſeſt Ir- 


gratitude , and greateſt Unkindnefs imaginia- | 


ble-m rafirig toremember in a. (lemn'man- 
ner your :Blefled Saviour; who has fb lovingly 
remembred you; and beer; with ſo much charge 
andewſf :{0- great x -BenefaBBor to you ;\ and 


.- + hd cacs ee 
Ml — ” 
L - 


—_ 


4 vt 


- | will noe regard the Awtbority of 
Z you perlilt ia fach Omifhon as you carne je 
 ſtify, but are farcd, if reaſon'&:withy to- con -- 


* demm your ſelves for? 


| i The Preface. | L&k. 
in unworthily underualuyg the meftimable Bgs'i 
nefits of bis. Death and Paſſion; ſealed and e#- * 
hibited 10 the right;LIE of. /bis Sacramanys* 207 
: When; Chriſt hag:faid--in plainiterims,” Do" 


| this will you, ineffe&, dare tofay; Wow ' 


not do this. we will break a 4:10 


w; and 
2 WilF® 


- 


Can you be (0 weak, and ſhort 1Q your rea- 


© ſoning,. as. to think,.-/you reſerve +to your: 
| ſelves a freedom and liberty to fin forthe pre- 


ſent, . without any great Danger to-you, by 


; abſenting your ſclves from - che Sacrament; 


which would. claſely zie,,and ſtraitly #zd. you 
up.to.2 ſtirier way, and -more exact: courſe 
of Lite.?. never conlidering, that by your re- 


| lation to God, and dependance upon him 3. by 


your carly Covenaxt made in Beptiſmes, by all 


! your hearing, or reading the Ward of God j 

' and by every Prajer-you have inall your Life 
- putup to God, you are «lready {trongly obl:+ 

: ged to all that Duty, which the Sacrament of 
; the Lord's Supper would further engage you ta 
; perform, 


Wil you put off this Sacrament from Time: 
to Tie, and, /atisfy your, ſelvesavipreſeng,; * 
that you e tO prepare, -and receive here- 


after ? why thusis juſt as feoliPand ablurdy as- + 


to reſolve, that when you have very greedily 


a 3 (wal 


>> $7 The Drefcel 


ſwallowed'much - are- -Baiſon,..then youwill 
take -the- benefit of an ' Aztrdoto;, that wherr 
you have fiuffed your felves with traſh, arid. 
fill'd your ſelves with abundant crudities, and 
4 & dotngarcakned and\edeftroyed your Ap» 

"Eo F ating qune- Joſt your $v-. 
mar} '0u Will haften toa Feaſt « That 
when. Fu bows beef ed'the Richesot 


Divine Gordnefs -and :' Grace, made. mare | 


light of Chriſt, and of his pretious Blood and 


Erneftns x and grieved bis. Spirit by. /o-ger De- 


teys,r ard: -Nor-improverent : of Golptkica- 
fong -andugolden Opportunities ; tf az you 
will.cok Bcwncihiation: 10/1God, Uniorto, 


and Communion with Chr; Pu rgarion from Þ 


Sin by the'Blbod of Chriſt; ard - the Contola- 


tiog of the $pirir' off Obsiſt. (1. You may, delude | 


your-(etves with Inentions>and Refolutibng 
ts remeniber Chriſt iohe» Sacrament ar fore 
bonvereny'gealon hereafter. 3 bur-\f 1 you Tiegs 
tocbanddofer it vow, you may oſs. your Sen- 
fas kndMomory, beforeye have another Occar 
fion gffpr& you of remembrtmg Chriſt* iq1/ this 
Kagramont.? You may-liatntnd'ds depar; and 
Chat -»ay: zome: {0-yOr» in-pareiculun Fualg: 
--pent,. before you can enjoy another her portu; 
Titty: ; of19d;My to the 7 ablt'and 'Shppery of your 
4ord!y; We may toll of you Death, and _ 
10 01/211 ticte! you liq Uivp te your Grants; be 

dore the'- Time\ coms-!thatiyou ſhoukt; ew 
you) jaar Iv nk | 4n 'vho-ce!cbratibn * 
the 


py OR 


TIC 
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the, holy, Communion. Atid if you ſhould 
conimunicate, upord a Death-bert';, the” Sacra» 
ment ſo /ate ſought and receiv, 1s very wnlikety 
to allure Heaven to you wheri you die, when 
it-was never defired and ufed by you, as a ne- 
cefſary Means of helping you to Holizeſs, and 
ſo of leading you on to Happineſs, all your 
Life long. 

Let not Eble, honeſt-heatted Chriſtians 
debar and deprive themzſet#e; ofthis Ordinance, 
by over-looking, or miſ-jidging their own Out» 
Lifications : But finding, that they regard mo 
Iniquity in their Hearts ; and fechng in them- 
ſelves vehement Longrrgs and earneſt Breaph- 
ings after Chriſt, and coritinviat Harmrerimes and 
Thirſtirgs after Aaghtconſmeſ? let theniSowz 
with thankfulneſs ary mealure of Grace dit 
ccrnible in themſelves ; and #0? dey ro heyns 
ſclyes what Chris? ſo freely” affords" antl offrs 
them 3; but When irvjited to" this Spititital 
Feaſt, draw near with Faith, and take th 
holy Sacrament to” their Comfort,” and ite it 
as a means of ſupplying their ſpiritual warts Ind 
needs. | | Fogent 
Come, yea frequently come to the Lord's 
Table. The Sacrament of Buptifif is the SPrth- 
bol and Sea! of our Regeveration, or New 
Birth ; and thereforcit 15'to 'Be recerved” bit 
once : But the holy Continuity is *rhe'Symbol 
and Seal of our ſpiritual Natriticr ; and there- 
fore, in reaſor, WE are to; receive* it after, 
a 4 2 q! \ ten 


IJIY- The Prefatec”\ 
When: Chrift-appainted that -this ſhould-r be 
dove-j remembrance of bis, caniyonttiink he: 
Memes? Did not Caſe ink eegirin: 

ance 2: qot - in 
that-Command, and enafting, that: Low, ante: 
mate, inſinate, afid-fiuppeſe a- reiterated, Ffre>.! 
quent remembrance of bimſclf, -wherr hefaid;;! 
* us oft as ye drinkit4the Apoſtle ſybjoritiggs 
often as.ge eat this par rel Kenn nnd 
be then accept arid yake it kjodly ppyour 

oo do jt ſo ſeldow,ng! i8,0%xt {0 ate 

Did the Primitrve Ghri Maple. <p>6d 

_— day,or at leaft exiry -Deaggand can- 
you comtent your f(elyes to. live ts "Ink," 
Months, and Tears without it 2 - 
- Did you buy or my undectandy odnfi 
der and meditate-Q ome own ſpiritualigreag + | 
Neceſſities, Wants, Weakntſſes 3, and oftabe cer> 
tain, confiderable Advantages. ok, a: frequent 
Participation of the holy: Commubnign 4 you - 
would quickly find p Low wythin;gavt. ſelves; 
ta bind and oblige yoy 3 a ſjrong Afgumens 
and Impellent within. your owe Breaſts, a-preſ* 
ſing powerful, Motive 7” yarn own Baſoms, to 
draw: yiow ta'the Sacrament afthe;Lora's 8up- 
ek you woulf:;as ſor forgetitotake your 

Atily Bread, ng neght#\ to-receive this blafied 
Sqmeatert,: upon.iany.good Oenſians ang tit 
pportnes offer d.to,:you..- 


Among 


= -- —a—_— 
—— 


—_— — = —"_ 
om. Ao 


y 1 Cor. it 54 _t. 


The Preface. © XX\Eq 
-Among'all your Cares, 'take ſperiakcare 20*: 
feed and 'nouri{b; to ftre IS 
tockeanſe and {aye your Souls. Among all 
your" Bpyploywerts, find fowe leifure to remem- 
ber viour,7to'tneet with your deareſt 
, and ro" recerve. the ſeaſonable, plenti- 
ful,. gich'* Supplies ofthe Spirit of Fefws Chriſt... 
"Wilt you-pretend fo pelve a Sermon, and 
yer dnwortly fight the Sacrament #5 feem tg 
make conſtience of tearing two Sermons uſually 
every Lorat';-Pay and yet let your receiving 
the-boly-Commuynipntwite or thrice a Tear. at 
moſt Jffice yonr - Souls , and ſatisfy: your 
Canfciences  'Have you been fwift- 10 bear 
ſome thoyſands of Sermons in your time 5 and 
yet ſo: ſlow, ſome: of you, as mot once” to xe- 
cavethws holy Sacrament in the many Tears of- 
your whole Lives z thongh ſo very gravy of 
the Sermons preach'd to you, urgd andpref# 
you;” with due” *Preparation,to receive 1he Cope. 
manjon ? 'Know ye not, that the Sucrament+ 
hag," in'Thndry xeſpeRs; the advantage of a 
Sermon'? for in the Sarrawent there is [a"Ser- 
20n to the Ee, as well as to the Ear, Preachs 
ing alone cannot poſhbly ſo clearly 'and:lively 
ſet forth-the Evil of Sir, and the Love: of 
Chrift to you z ag the viſible Repreſtntationof” 
the Crucifixion and ' bloody Death of Chrift, 
mage jn this Sacrawent; by the breaking _o | 
the 


» Phil, 1, 1g. 


xxVvi The Preface. 
the Bread, and pouring out of the Wine, be. 
fore you, 1s apt to do: "Befides that ; The 
Sacrament calls you to a wore ſolemn previous 
Examination of your ſelves, than a Sertox 
does ; and requires you publickly ro renew 
your whole Covenant with God and Chriſt; 
whereas a Sermon ordinarily engages y;du; to 
fome one or few particular  Dities. only And 
the Sacrament is a Seal and; Confirtation. of 
the Covenant on God's part, of all the great 
and precious Promiſes made 1n-Chriſt to' geni- 
rent Believers, as well as a Ratificatiov of the 


- 


Covenant ort your part. Ag: 
ment has a ſingular Virtue an 
and wite you more nearty and lofely: to 


5 The Serra: 
Pacy. ws | 


your _ and to krit arid cettent you 'wore 


firmly and | | 
Love. And 1s moreover a4 powerful T:tr- 
ment, and effeftual' Mews (of cohoeying (piri- 
tual Strength from CBrvif, and Grate ſufficient 
to enable you ro perform the Covthant made 
and repeated by you, and to prafiſe the Pre- 
cepts explicated ' and' incufcated in the very 
many profitable, Serbs preached to you. 


rongly ome to another ig Chiiftian © 


mig 


5. You that are Pareht:, and Maſter! of | 


ties, and maintain the Exertfe; of (Þriſt's Re- 
r 6 in” your” Families. Let Prager, and 

eading the ſacred Scripture, and a courſe of 
Catechizing, be things they are #ſed to, a 
wel 


Families m the Fear of Gad; of ri Re: 


The Prefatt Sil 
well dequwrttd with: Refolve with Foſbna, 
*\gs for mo an" »y Huſt!" Wwe' will ſerve the 
Emad,' ' Antf'tbw deliberately with holy Da- 
of," Fwill walk within ty Houſe with a perfe@ 
Bees, © Walt cofely and* conſtantly with 
God, and*be- i5' fajthfally obedient to. him, 
that youPYPH{rtr may fare the better for your 
Coterrants Th hin,” and #e/atior to him. 
Trait, OREd, arid [Fbrirg” wp your Children te 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Teach 
them rokKHgWRar,love,andferyeGod; & with 
Abrabinr,*command your Children &- your Houſ- 
hold that they keepthe Way of the Lord :This will 
be 2' means * to propagate Religion to' Poſte. 
rity. - Sffer not your Cilzren to have their 
Ferds, and Hamovyrs ; but labour betimes. ta 
break then of their Wills, teſt by their Stub- 
bornnef\#rd*Difobedience they break your ve- 
ry Bet ar tift. Adonijah was 4 Perlon un- 
likely ever 'to* come to good, when his Fu- 
ther was {0 indulgent to, him, as+ not te dif- 
pleaſe hint at anytime, in ſaying, Why Buſt thou, 
done ſo ? Follow the Direction, which'St. Au- 

in gives, to teach Men to do the Works of 
Abraham ; [ p] Kill ſinful Pleaſures, lays he, 
and flag youtbful Luſts in your Children z by this 
w1Cans you will offer ſuch a Sacrifice to God, as 
Abraham dj. Ler 


* Jol. 24-15. + Pi.xrg.z 1 Eph 6.4 

* Gen. 18:19 Tf 1 Kings 1,6. 

[#] Onny 9-8 trucidat fi.rormm voluptater, tale ſer iferam 
off ere Dro, quAate AbYabam, Avge 
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t this 7 honely often ariſe.ia your Minds, 
tf ey lams, that: im-che-in'' 
Now mobo ale private | Families; will;-at 


apo wy Rem care,; or weglet#.of them, grow: 
lem 


and »ſefwl, or viciowt and wardens - 
: P Wo ed Church -and State -and {0j;\ the” 
q ick will be profited; or pre 
Lk, well or ill oxdering-the Di 


LY, 


Manners of thoſe that. belong uned you 
charge. 

Re rein and regulate. the Tude'arnd » looſe 
— both of _ Children and Servant: 5 
Labour to infil cog! Principles int the) © 
and to render all your ſcaſonable InſtruQtions; © 
proſperousand profitable by your: good "Bx-+ 
emples : [r] Dome ſic Examples ate very n6-" \ 
cably leading, and drawing ,” and wonderfidly 
powerful and i»fluextial. - Your Glitdren and 
Servants, they have their Maintenance from 
you, Dependance upon you, and:'arc mucti 
7nferiour to you ; and. ſo are apt to ee . and 
izvitate you, and ready to conform themſelves 


ro you... 
You 
[9] Grdtwm eft, quod patris civem, po age PI 
$Faci wt parree fit 1dowtwe, Am ' 7 q s C 
Juv. fat. 14. ws wa - 
(7) —_— Velocings £5 citiue mor s 7 . p 
Corrwmpunt Vi1407 19 exenyale Agraifhice, mag IX G 


Cn ſubrant anmU gutaribeth,. nm 
/ [d. ib, 
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Yourthat are Parents, is-it not enough that 
you:haye corvexed and comtnunicated a cor- 
cod! gr to:your Cbildrer. 3 but will you 
praeeed , eo deprave 'thein firt ber by your zl 
Examplec,landto draw forth' the Corruption 
obthein:;Neature into manifold: uFual Miſcar- 
riages Cm oe men Will you, make 
yqur Childrtn;/as tzriagevet lies in your pow- 
er, the Ghildren.:of the Devil 2 You that are 
Maſters, will you make your Servazts. the 
Servants of 8in;- andibind them Apprentices to 
the ery-Denil? WHI you: dare any longer 
to (4) carupt rand debanch your Children and 
Seavants,\ by your - frequent Drunkenneb, 
commer Swearing, vain and looſe Talking, Pro- 
fanation of the Lord's-Day , Atheiſtical, un- 
godly Living ? Let Governours of Families 
charge themſelves to give better Examples. 


6. Yea, let every one of you {tudy to be Ex- 
emplary, in every rel#ion and capacity, 1n eve- 
ry carriage and deportment, both within the 
private Family, and before all the Neighbonr- 
bood round about you. Let this conſideration 
diſcourage and deter you from being ill-exem- 


Plary, 


_— 


(;) Ni b#u fadym viſh yur hac limi 14 tangaty 
Intra qua futr eff, --—- 
Maxima debetur peers FOVErentid;, 
Illud non 4gitar, 4 ſantam fillut onn! 
Aſpiciat fone labe domwe, vit10 4 4 
. Ib. 


Fary, 'that if: at aft you ſhould £0 to Nel! 
your' {elves, your :0wn Damnative will - re- 
cerveaggravation from the Dantnattow-of others, 
who have been Sinwers and Sufferevs through 
your i} Examples ; Which tray -be the yew 
fon, why * Dives defired 'to- keep his Bre- 
thren out of the- place of Torment, Nay, $t. 
Auftiz goes 4'greatdeal higher, 1m thoſe very 
notable Words of -his,--which deferve-to be 
pondred in your ' moſt ſerious - Thoughts 3 
(s) If thon haſd given an iti Example, lays he; 
thax ſhalt one Day give an acconnt- for fo trany 
wicked Perſons, as tho haſt ſhown an ill Exant- 
ple to, thongh they have not followed thy ill Ex< 
ample. For t ts ne #barck 40 thee, that they 
<&d not initate-and take after thee. ' It thou 


doſt not ſincerely repert, and: fanthifully -en- þ 


deavour, to the utmoſt of thy/ power, to'r4- 
claim thoſe who by thy means have become vi- 
cons 5 thow ſhalt at laſtbe ſorely puniſpd, not 
only for thofe.that have Fx{ſcarried, but for all 
thoſe that wwight have miſcarried, as if they 
had indeed nifearried throngh thy i] Example; 
becauſe if God had left them, thy ill Exam- 
fle was enough to make them miſcarry for 


ever. 
on 7. And 


* Luke 16. 28, 
(* 0, Luantiſcunque exemplum mals coxVer[ationsy etiamſs 
nou 112 14 ſequantar, aliquy prebuerit, pro tant ſe malu ra 
H1ozem noverit redd/turum, Aug, ſerm, 163. de Tempore, 
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7; 'And laftly 5 Remember and conſider 
every Aay of your Lives, whatare the true and 
proper ends of Life. Think, and conclude, 
that you were not ſent into this World to eat 
and drink, to lie down to ſicep, and riſe up to 
play. Be aſbarid to come fhort of meer Hea- 
thens + Blyſbto'read what Cato 1n Cicero ſays 
of himſelf; (w) No body could ever yet find me 
idle and wninplozged. With Curins Dentatus, 
that noble and worthy 'Romar, count it (x) 
more eligible'to- be dead indeed, and not to 
live at all; than to be dal and dronilſh, idle 
and unactive, uftteſs and unprofitable in the 
World. Reckon with, your ſelves, that () 
Life is a buſpneſs, not goed cheer ; That your 


*F| workand buſinef im this World, is, not to la- 


boxr for the Meat which periſhetb, to (eek and 
(tudy to ſatisfy a delicate, wanton, luxurious 
Appetite, and to take your fill. of carnal, fen- 
fual, corporeal Pleaſure 5 to * lay wp for your 
ſelves Freafurerupon Earth, to i heap up Silver 
% the Duit, and prepere *Kaiment as the Clyy ;, 
to acquire ſecular Grandeur, and Honour ; 


La- 


— 


(w) Nemo adbuc convenire me Yaluut, quin furrim. cccups- 
fs. Cic, in Cat. Maj, ſeu de ſen, . 
ty q#4/7 0B VIV ee, 
YmeaTt, 
Il, 21, I 


( x) Se malle 207 (agar 
Cp) Herb, Pacms, Em 


* 
. Mat. 6, L9- Ly 'f i” 16. Zech 9 Þ 
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Laborare in titnlum Sepulchri, oo 
"ſpeaks) to take unwearied "pains'for apy 
Lang ok Futteral, "an atten —o 
ption upon your Monuntent, a” fweltingF- 
tle upon your Tomb-ſtone; 'but toſtoreryour 
ſelves with ſach good-rhings, "as will bear you 
company beydnd the Grave, enrich 'und-enno- 
ble you, and render you” worthy; and-bo- 
nograble for ever in another en ' Give all 
Diligence to be vertuous, 'and 'graciousz" #o 
get Fx) great power over your ſelver, and to - be- 
come your own Men; which the forecited 
Moraliſt tells you, is abſolute Liberty,”and' an 
ineftimable Good : To govern your ſelves, and 
to inſpet, and do good to-others: Tolay 
out your ſelves for God ; to * ley apulrable 
Treaſures in Heaven ; to gain and'obtain"'the 
Praiſe of God.; tot prep toward the Mark," for 
the Prize of the high Calling of Godin Chriſt 
Jeſus s || So to run, that you may obtain an in- 
corruptible Crown z and have * au entrance wi- 
_ unto you abundantly into the | 
ingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
I 


STRESE&Y 


—— —_ 
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[z)] Sen. de brev. vit. c. 19. in fine. | 

Lu144m difponunt ti1am ls gue lire vitam ſunt ole; mua- 
fnas ſepulchrorum, Of operuan publicorum dedicationes, ff ad ro- 
gum munera, f ambiutiaſas extquias. At muhercule Jooſt 
Htr ds 43qu 4m miniuzant vixet int, ad facts ff a4 cereas 
da (ant. = - 20. in ek els F , 

4] Abſolut libertas off, in ſerpſwne mlaximan port} 4- 
Ly imabile ky fer Sen, ep, 75. 41 EY 
* Mat, 6.20. f Phil 3.14, { 1 Cor. 9. 24535, s 
* aPet, 1 11, 


Epiſtle. Dedicatary. XCXillt 
»oÞhave: written:adorg,cyct,. I hope,, not tc- 
diene: Epiltle-to: you. :-1t-is /arge,,. from, an 
| *fhhartrenbarged toward .you, 1, will detain 
F- | Jountlodonger from. the Treatiſe ic [clf;, to 
"Ph whichyou wyl find gany. . 2yctations anngxs- 
#d-: Letnone condewn them, before they, haye 
read-ther : -Jt- may, be, theo you. will Fas 
then gertiment, Pregmant, pleaſant. | 
.- I; defire you to accept of thele ſeaſoral/e 
Freuitr-of my Mimriſterial Labours. among . you, 
ava Tokenand 4e/tiwory, of my cordial Love, 
and .unfained Aﬀecion to your Souls, 
i Tt a7 > think and conſtr well 
with yes;"thaz when the moſt umpor- 
by | tant Truchs are, not only deliverd in Pallick, 
+ | and-ſpoken in'your Exrs,. but brought home 
he | to your Houſes, put into your Hands, and 
preſented to your-$y5es.3-how you can eſcape, 


s if you will not lay them to your Hearts ; but 
a. | neg/eT andrejetdſuch means and belps of your 
s. | inſirndion.and Saluation. O read, and conſi- 
'£ der them, and lay your Conſciences cloſer than # 
f, your &ze- to-them: If they prevail not to re- 
3 | form and amend your Lives and Manners, 
they-will come in, and witzeſ7 againſt you,and 


heavily condemn you another Day: 

4 Now” that the only wiſe and good Ggd, 

- who put it-ints my. Heart to, undertake this 

- Work, and effifted mein it, to the End of it ; 
SR Sn 


0 9” 


= / EY 
— — 


* aCor.6. 11. 


xXxiy Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
(for though * I laboured, yet not I, but the Grace 
of God which was with me) would graciouſ] 
vouchſafe to guide and dire&t your Minds —_ 
and Hearts into the Knowledg, Belief Confi- 
deration, Love, and (c) PraGice of the great 
and weighty Truths contained in it 5 and 
would effeinall bleſs and proſper it, (and all 
other ſerious, profitable Diſcourſes, that have 
been already in ſomewhat more than 20 Tears 
of my Miniſtry among you ; 'orſhall hereafter, 
by me, or others, be further made unto-you;) 
to the ſpiritual Edification, and eternal Salva- 
tion of your Souls, is the earneſt Deſire, 'and 
hearty daily importunate Prayer of, 


Dear Friends, 


Your Servant in the Work 
Of the Miniſtry, 
For Jeſus ſake, 


FOHN WADE. 


—_ 


| t— 


* x Cor. 15. 10. wr 
[c) Nowmeft bearme qui ſeit ha, ſed qus facit. Sen. ep» 75: 
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Of the ſeveral CHAPTERS inthe 
fter, following Treatiſe. 


and CHAP: I. 


He Coherence of the Words. The Text divided. The 

Do#trine propounded. pag, 2. The Method laid 

down for the clearing and opening of tt, What it i; 

ro redeem the T ime : the Phraſe in the Text may ſig- 
W”- | nify theſe four Things ;, 1. To buy back the Time that 
1s paſt : In what ſence that may be done. (Þ. 3.) 
2. To buy up the Time that is preſent ; that u«, to 
forgo or part with any thing for it ;, and to make it 
our own, and uſe it for our ſpiritual and eternal Ad- 
vantage. (P.5.) 3- Not onlyto buy it up, but to 
0 buy it out ;, to get it out of the hands of the Devil, 
and the World, and the diſtraiting Cares, and 

tempting Pleaſures of tt. (Þp. 10.) 4. To uſe all 

T Warineſs and Wiſdom of Behaviour to ſecure our 
ſelves from Shares, and to preſerves our ſelves from 

(pritual Dangers, and from running raſhly and un- 

ſeaſonably into any tempor al Suffering and =, 

P. 11.) 


CHAP, 


b 2 
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CHAP...1II, 
What the Time « that ought to be redeemed, largely 


explained. Opportunity mare than Time : "tis T ame 
with an Aptneſs and Fitneſs it has for ſome good, The 
Opportunity to be redeemed u either General, or Par- 
ticular : (P. 14.) The General i all the Time of 
our Enjoyment of the gloriow Light of the bleſſed 
Goſpel. (Pp. 15.) The Particular Opportunity froe- 
fold. 1. The Morning of our Age. (P. 22.) 
The well-redeeming your younger Dates will be moſt 
acceptable to God, (Þ. 24 mill make you more ſer- 
viceable to others, and prove moſt profitable to. your 
ſelves. (p.26.) . They that redeem. the Time of 
their Youth, are likely to redeem their riper Tears. 
(p. 27.) Inſtances of thoſe that have redeemed their 
youthful Dajes. (Þ. 28.) 2. The Morning of 
the Week.;, the firſt Day of every Week, (p. 32.) 
Magiſtrates, (p. 47.) Miniſters, (p. 48.) . Pev- 
ple, (P. 49.) MAdaſters (p. 50.) and Servants, 
(P+ 52.) Poor and Rich, (p. 54.) ſhould ſtudy to 
redeem this Opportunity, and take beed they redeem 
it not by halves. (p. 55.) Our Obſervation of the 
Lord"t-Day a good bet to the Redeeming of all the 
fix Daies F/ ning, both as to Temporals, and as to 
Spirituals : ( p 66.) and a means to prepare us to 
keep an eternal Sabbath in Heaven. (p. 68.) Care- 
fully redecm the Lord*s-Day, and every Day after 
ſhew in thy Life that thou haſt redeem'd it. (Þ. 72.) 
3. The Morning of every Day ;, (ÞP. 73.) Thats 
an Opportunity of giving God the firlt andbelt of our 
Time, (p.74) Byredeeming the Morning, we 
are lirgly to redeem the whale Day followin7, ( p.76.) 
4: The Society and Company of the moſt Religious 
and Godly : in whuch we have an happy Occaſion both 


0 
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of doing and of receiving good, - (p. 78.) F. The 
ſpecial Seaſons of prattiſing and performing Particu- 
lar Duties, of getting and encreaſing, aitinz. ard 
exerciſing Particular Graces, muſt be obſerved, em- 


braced, aud improved by ws. (Þ. 79+) 
CHAP. II. 


The Grounds and Reaſons why we ought to redeem the 


Time. The ſpecial Reaton laid down in the Text ;, 
becauſe the Daies are evil, (p.83.) What to be 
underſtood by evil Daies. Dates are ſaid to be evil, 
not inherently, but adherently, or concomitant- 
ly ; by reaſon of any ſinful, or penal Evil rhat be- 
falleth in them. The Evil of the Day, # either Ge- 
neral, or Special : General ; the Shortneſs and 
Trouble, which does accompany the Time of this Life. 
(p. 84.) The Particular Evil of the Day ©, when 
any ſpecial Evil takes place in ſuch a Time, The 
particular Evil of the Apoſtles Times threefold, It 
ſtood, 1. in danzerons Errours ard falſe Dottrines. 
(p. $5.) 2: In the viciow and wicked Lives of 
ſcandatous Profeſſors of the Goſpel. (Þ. 94.) 3-11 
ſharp and hot Perſecutions. (p. 109.) How far 
theſs ſeveral Evils are to be found in theſe our Dates. 
(p. 86, 95, 123.) Our redeeming of the Tame, 
and endeavourmg to grow better our ſelves, 1s the 
ready way, and only means to makes the Evil Daies 
better, (p. 108.) 


CHAP. IV. 


Six other Reaſons added to that in the Text. We ought 


to redeem the Time, 1. Becauſe our Time ts afforded 
u by God to this very End and Purpoſe, (p. 128.) 
2, Becauſe we have all of us loſt much Time already, 
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+ (P. 137.) 3+» Becauſe the Time, that remains, 1s 
. very ſhort and uncertain, and our Special Opportini- 


ties far ſhorter, and more uncertain, and the Work, 
we have to do, wery great. (P. 141.) 4 Becauſe 
we £4u neither bring Time back,, when once jt #8 paſt 
unimproved, nor any way prolong and lengthen out 
the Dates of our Leves, when Death comes #9 an 
Ena and Period to them. (p.158,) 5. (Becauſe 
we ſhall all be certainly called to an Actount for our 
Time. (p. 161.) 6. Becauſe this Time 8 all we 
can redeem, and upon this ſhort Moment of Tume dt- 
pends long Eternity. (p- 165.) 


CHAP. V. 


The Uſe and Application of the Dottrme. Ought we 


ro redeem the Time ? Then 1. Let not the Men of 
the World think ſtrange, that ſerious and conſcien- 
tiou4 Chriſtians do not loſe their Time as deſperately 
45 they do. Good Men know the Worth of Tame, 
ana underſtand the great Conſequences and weighty 
Concernments of well or ill husbanding of it. (p.171.) 
(Uſe 2.) Let us all examine our ſelves, and ſee 
whether we have redeewd our Time, or ne ;, bewail 


. and bemoan our Loſs of Tume. (p. 172.). (Uſe 3.) 


£'Y 


TI) 


vw 


A ſeaſonable ſharp Reproof of ſeveral Perſons, who 
are groſly g:nlty of misſpending their ' Time. 1, A 
Re woof of thoſe that misſpend their Time in Idlene(s 
aud Laſineſs. (p.i7g.) Idieneſs a Sim againſt 
our Creation, (Þ 180.) againſt our Redemption, 
(P. 182.) acanſt our, Bodies and Souls, againſt 
eur Newhbour ;, (p.283.) and an Inlet ro many 
arher Sims. (P.136.) 2. Such Perſons are juſtly 
cenſurable, wha misſpend their Time un exceſſive 
Sleep and. Drouſueſs ;, mbich waſtes, not ovly much of 
our Time, but the beſt of aur Time too.  (p. 190. ) 
| Im- 
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Immoder ate ſleeping naught on any Day, but worſt of 
all wyen the Lord*s-Diay. (p. 191.) 3. Many 
enisſptnd' theerr Time 'in impertment Employments. 
(p- 192.) 4 Many loſe much preciows Time m 
van Thoughts.” (p. To9x.) 5. In Vain Speeches. 
(p:'195:) 6. Tr vain Pleaſures. (p- 205.) In 
Curioſity about Dreſſing and Trimming rhe Body. (p. 
206.) * In'\making damty Proviſion ts the Belly. (p. 
209, ) In uſing nilawful,-(p. 210.) or abuſing 
lawful Recreations : either uſing them anſeaſonably, 
or elſe immoderately.' '(p. 211.) 7. 1n exceſſive, 
1mmoderate , worldly Cares. (p.219.) 8. Some 
Perſons are to be reproved for misſpending their 
Time in Duties. 1. By performing them unſeaſona- 
bly. (p- 224.) 2. By doing them formally. (p. 
226.) Time bft in Duties by unſeaſonable Perfor- 
mance, two Wines : 1. When one Duty thruſts and 
juſtles ont another ;, and fo the Duty is miſtimed. (p. 
224.) 2. When Duty is perforn*d at ſuch a Time 


when we are moſt unfit for it. (p. 225.) 


CHAP. VI. 


The fourth and laft Uſe is bf Exhortation, (p. 229.) 
ro Mariſtrates, Minifters, (p. 230.) the People m 
general. (p. 231.) Six quickening Motrves to 
preſs the Duty of Redemption of Time. 1. Conſi- 
der how notably Feſus Chriſt redeem'd the Time, 
when he was here in the World. (1.) He redeem- 
ed the Time to fave w. (Þ. 232.) (2.) Here- 
dren” d the Time, to be an Example to w. (Þ. 2354.) 
2, Conſider further, that as Chriſt did once redeem 
rhe Time, to ſave us ;, So the Devil does daily re- 
deem the Time, to deftroy uw. (Þ. 236.) 3. Con- 
fider, how very not ably many of the Saints ar.d Ser- 
vants of God have improved 'and redeemed their 

4 NE, 
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Time. (p. 241.). 4 Conſider , that it: 45, an. Att 
of Spiritual Wiſdom to redeem. the Times (pii252.) 
and meer Magneſs, and groſs. Folly," pat. to. redeem 
the Time. (P. 253-,)..  5»,Conſider, that if now 
thos loſeſt and ſquandereſt away thy Time, thou. wilt 
at laſt be forced thy Are condemn thy foaliſh. Negli- 
gence, and to juſtify the Care and Diligence of others, 
that were wiſer for thesr, amy Souls thanthy ſelf-.(p. 
257-,) 6. Conſider, that do what we'can to redeem 
our Time, we ſhall never repent at. laſt of any Care 
we have had to redeem it, but ſhall certamly. blame 
ard find fault with our ſelves for being ſo. 6areleſs. of 
our Time, ſo negligent of good Opportunities: as we 
have been. (Þ, 259.) Serioxs confiderative Chri- 
ftians do blame themſelves for their Loſs of -T 5me,, e- 
ven in their Life-time : (Þ.,2.60.) But, they are &- 
ſpecially ſenſible of tt, and exceedingly . aſhamed of 
themſelyes for it, at their Death. ( P-.262.) 


CH AP. VIL 


Pirettion 1. If ever we would redeem the Time, we 
muſt endeavour to be throughly convinced of the great 
Value, andreal Worth of Time ; In refpetF of the 
Price paid for it : In regard of the Uſe endEnd to 
which it ſerves : (p. 268.) Conſidering what pre- 
cious Thoughts che more ymproved Heathens had of 
Time: (p. 269.) And what damned Spirits, 
( P- 271.) anddying Perſons wha have not. made 
their Peace with God think, of. Time, \\(Py'272-) 
Dire. 2. Tf we would well redeemthe Time, we muſt 
examine our ſelves , and call our ſelves to a ferians 
ftriit Account for the, ſpending of our Time..(p-277. ) 
This was the Precept of Pythagoras.z. © (Þ. 278.) 
and the'Prattice of Sextius, Seneca,..P. 279.) and 
Titus Veſpalian, (P. 277-) 

| Dls 


Direct. 5. That we may wi 
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Direct. 3. That we may rightly redeem our Time, lee 


Conſcience have ſome Authority with 1, and pro- 
cure ſome Reverence from mi. (p. 284.) Stand 
nench in aw\of thy own Conſcience, (p. 285.) which 
will en her acquit arid abſolye thee, or ſurely judg and 
condemn thee. Þ 286, ) 


Diredt. 4. If ever we would redeem the Time, we muſt 


love and att,” and do every thing as in the Sight and 
Preſence, and under the Eye and Inſpettion of Gog. 
(p. 286.) | The Apprehenfion of God's all-ſeting, 
all-ſearebing Eye, will be of excellent Uſe and Aq- 
vantage tous at four times eſpecially ;, 1. Attually 
conſider that Gad ſees you, when you ordznarily vil 
one another, and at any time felt and maks merry 
together, ' 2,\ When Buying, or Selling, remember 


you are manifeſt in G oa's Sight, (Þ. 291.) that 


Godſtands by and ſees your Dealings. (N.292. ) 
3. Conſider this m your ſecret Retirements, (p. 
292.) | andin your private Families. © (Þ. 294.) 
4. Wher-:ver we come to the publick Worlhip of 
God, let us ſeriouſly conſider, that we ſtayd in his 
Preſence, and are in his Eye. (Þ4295-) 

F redeem the Time, lets 
be ſure to propound a good End to our felyes wn all 
our Aions, (p. 297.) and donothing deliberately, 
but what we can ſafely and freely, warrantably ava 
conifortably ak, God*s Aſſiſtance in, and_Blelliug 


upon, when we go about it. (p. 300.) 


Direct. 6. We muſt bt ſure ro give our ſelves to Pray- 


er, 45 4 ſpecial Way im which, and principal Meaus 
and Help by which we may redeem and improve our 
Tume aright,' - And here, 1.” Be carefwl ro keep up 
ſet and\tated Times of Prayer : (Þ. 302.) of /e- 
crer Prayer, (p. 303.) ' and Family-Prayer.,. .(p. 
304.) 2. Be ready to betaky thy ſelf to. Prayer, wp- 
0n ſperial , extraordinary, emergent. Occaſions. 


(p- 
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(p. 309.) 3. Uſe thy ſelf to frequent, Sudden, Co 
. ejaculatory Prayers to God. ,(Þ. 313.) This is Dire 


the Priviledg of Ejaculation, that it is 4 gaining of yr 
Time for the Exerciſe of Religion, without any Pre. on 
judice or Hindrance to your Calling. (P-318.) Þ pire 
Dire&.-7. We muſt ſet our ſelves to the frequent dili- T, 
* gent reading, and feriows ſtudying of the ſacred th 
Scriptures. For 1. This is a gaining and making P 
advantage of all that Time paſt which the Scripture 
gives ws the Hiſtory and Account of. (p. 320.) 
2. Our Reading the holy Books of Scripture, is a well 
improving the preſent Time that is employed in this 
Religious Dity : for, *tis an honouring of God; 
and a means of attaining drvine Knowledg, (P.323.) 
beavenly Grace, (Pp. 324) and ſpiritual Com- 
fort.' - (Þ. 325.) 3. 1t 1s moreover a means and 
help-ro T right redeeming of our Time for the fu- 
ture. (p. 327.) 
Dirett. 8. If we would effettually redeem the Time, we 
miſt prve our ſelves to frequent and ſerious Medita- 
tion. (p. 347.) Set ſome Time apart for this Duty. 
(p. 348.) Think of the four laſt Things eſpecially ; 

1, Of Death ; of the Day of thy own particular 
Neath, (Þ. 349.) and of the Time of the general 
Diſſolution of the World, (p. 367.) 2. Of the 
Day of Fudement. -(p. 376.) 3. Of the Joys of 
Heaven, (p. 388.) 4 Of the Torments of Hell. 
(Pp. 432.) 
Direft. 9. If you would redeem the Time, you muſt la- 
- bour to ſpiritualize even your ordinary worldly 
Employments ; and muſt take care that your natu- 
ral, #4 wel as civil Actions partaks of Religion. 
(P. 453-) 
Direct. 10. If we would wiſely redeem the T ime, we 
muſt make a good Choice of our Friends and Ac- 
quaint arice, and 4 good Improvement of our Com- 


pary 
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Company and Society with them. (p. 463.) 
Direft. x 1. We muſt remember and conſider, perform 
and anſwer oxr ſolemn Sacramental Yows, Occaſi- 
onal Promiſes, and Sick-bed Reſolutions. (p. 488.) 
DireCt. 12. Laſtly; If we would effettnally redeem the 
Time, we muſt not give way to any Delay, but ſtreng- 
then and ſettle our Reſolution again farther 
Procraſtination. P- 495+) 


Errata in the Treatiſe. 


Pap. 50.l.12, read warming. 641.22, Aſſembling, 143 I 4. fall. 
L. 16. ſeiſeth, 157 [. 6 --ment. 270. |. 14 their, 285. 1. 19. be 
to be. 3341. 1. Mouth. 349. 4. 25 dele] Uſe, 398.1. 27. con- 
cern'd. 396. {.30. will be, 398. t-6. Aptitude, 486 {.23.Servants, 
$30. /. 1. uſe his, 


Errata in the Quotations, 


Pag. 631. 1. read Conſtant, 112.1. 7. 15. Annal, i379.1. 6. 


adbuc ---efſt. 331.1 4 yaeows: 343+ |. 2. Tloabuy. 390. L. x; 
divinorum animorum. 459.1. 2. ſutwrantur, 484. |. 3. read 


P-332» 486.1, wit, 33: 


In the runngng Titles of the Eprſfle, for [Preface] read [ Epiſtle 
Dedicatory.] 
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Redemption of Time a good 
- Duty inevil Dates. 
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Ephel. 5. 16. Redeeming the Time, becauſe 
the Dates are evil. | | 


CHAP. I. 


The Coherence of the Words, The Text divided. The 

Dottrine propounded. The Method laid down for the 
clearing and opening of it, What it 15 to redeem the 
Time : the Phraſe in the Text may ſignify theſe 
forr Things ; (1.) To buy back, the Time that is 
paſt : In what Sence that maybe done. (2.) To 
buy up the Time that is preſent ;, that 1s, to forgo or 
part with any thing for it; and to make ﬆ Our own, 
and uſe it for our _—_ and eternal Advantage. 
( 3.) Not only to buy it up, but to buy it out ;, to get 
it out of the hands of the Devil, and the World, and 
the diſtratting Cares, and tempting Pleaſures of it. 
( 4.) To wſe all WarineſS and Wiſdom of Behavious 
to ſecure our ſelves from Snares, and to preſerve our 
ſelves from ſpiritual Dangers, and from running raſh- 
ly and unſeaſonably into any temporal Suffering and 
Calamity, 


B The 
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ral Exhortations , ſome to Gene- II 
ral, and others to Particular Dy- 
ties. (1.) To General Duties, I. 
ſuch as concern and oblige allY in th 
ſorts of Chriſtians; from the firſt 
to the 22th Verſe. (2.) To ſpe-S 1. 
cial and particular Duties, which relate particular- # rend 
ly to Huſbands and Wives, in their Carriage and ® Tim 
Behaviour one towards another z from the 22th to # paſt; 
the End. S ver, 

In the former Part of the Chapter he gives gene- # form 
ral Exhortations , to a following of Ged, verſ. 1. oY hirt 
a walkg in Love, in Imitation of Chriſt, ver/. 2. Iy li 
to the fleeing of Fornication, and all Filthinef and B But 
Impurity, ſo much asin Word, or only by way of & reg: 
Jest; from the Beginning of the third,to the end of 
the ſixth verſe, To have no familiar Converſe,no in- # Jy tt 
timate Communion and Fellowſhip with the Wic- 
ked, but rather to reprove- their evil Deeds, and * 
wicked Works ; from the ſeventh to the fifteenth 3 
verſe, And to that end to walk, circumſpettly and 
wiſely, and to expreſs their Circumſpection and 
Chriſtian Wiſdom by this excellent good Effect of | 
it, the Redeeming of their Time; in the 15th, and | 
16th verſes ;, See then that ye walk, circumſpettly, not | 
a Fools, but aswiſe, redeeming the Time, becauſe the 
Daies are evil. 

The Words of my Text do eaſily break into theſe 


two Parts ; (1.) A Duty, redeeming the Time ; and F © 
(2.) a ſpecial Ground and Reaſon of the Duty, becanſe F 
the Dates are evil, 1 begin with the former. 916.7 
It is the Duty of a Chriſtian ro redeem the Tame, po 
For Explication of the Duty I ſhall ſhew I 


I W. at | 


$ ſeve- 
Gene- 
Yr. Dy- 
Inties, 
ge all 
ie firſt 
) ſpe-f 
cular- # 


a good Duty in evil Dates. 


I. What it is to redeem the Time. 
II. What the Time is, that is to beredeemed. 


I. What it is toredeem the Time. The Word 
in the Origmal imports and ligniſies ſeveral things, 


1. The greek Word fa eauero is commonly 
rendred redimentes, redeeming. Now to redeem 
Time, is properly to, bxy back, the Time that is 
paſt, to regain Time formerly misſpent, to reco- 
ver, as it were, the Jewel of Time that has been 
formerly loſt. Time once let ſlip is indeed phyſical- 
ly irrecoverable. We can never truly and proper- 
Iy live one Day, one Hour of our Livesover again, 
But in a moral Conſideration Time is accounted as 
regained : 

(1.) When we ſeriouſly conſider , and [a] ſad- 
ly think upon our former evil Waies; [5] weep 
and wail over our paſt Sins, lament and repent of 
all our loſt and misſpent Time, and wiſh with all 
our Hearts and Souls that we had ordered aright 
the whole Courſe of our Converſations, and lived 
and ated alwaies as we ought ; and by condemn- 
ingour ſelves for our old Follies, undo (as far as 
in us lies) whatever formerly we have ill done. 

And (2.) when by double Diligence , and extra- 
ordinary Care, and Endeavour, we do that 1n the 

B 2 re- 
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[4] Oterrebat quidem, ſi fiers poſſet, revrvere me («t 114 bo- 
quar_) denug, quod mald yix1 3 ſed quia hoc non poſſum, f 401478 
recopitando, guod reoterando non poſſum, Bernard. ſcrm de 
Cantic, Ezcchiz Regis. 

[ 6] Temps rOdtm me 5 quando anteaFam ar" 441 [ts 
ſcrviendo perdidoming, flendo reparamme, Gregorius 1D, 5. E - 
point, Mozal.c. 28, 
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remaining Part of our Life, which ſhould have been 
in ſome good meaſure done before, and which is 
ordinarily work enough for a Man's whole Life: 
As a Traveller that has ſtaied too long by the Way, 
when he finds the Day 1s far ſpent, and that it 
not long to Night, he puts on, and makes all haſte 
and ſpeed, and gocs as many Miles in a few Hours 


as he did before in many. Or, asa Merchant who 


has ſuffered very great Loſles , doubles his Dili-8 


gence in his future Trafic, and ſo gets up his E-F 
{tate : in which Sence both the Traveller and Mer-# 
chant are ſaid to redeem their Time. Thus the# 


Chriſtian, by his A:tivity and Induſtry extraordinary, 
doz23 ,as It were, recover his loſt Time, he does in 
effet redeemit. To hve much 1n a little Time, 6 
ina manfier as good, as if the very Time paſt were 
really lived over again : It 1s in ſome ſence as much} 
as if the ſame Time were return'd into our hands, 


becauſe the ſame thing, which ſhould have been 
done in the whole courſe of our Life, is effectually | 
done in ſome one Part of it better employed than 


the reit of ir. ; 
Neither 1s this any Encouragement to a wicked! 


Perſon to looſe and let go the preſent Time, be-F 
cauſe it may be redeen'd again after a ſort ; for} 
they that thus redeem it, mult pay fall dear for it; 8 


and *rtz very uncertain , whether he that now lets 
It ſlip, ſhall ever have the happineſs to redecm it 
hereafter, though at the highelt Ratc that can be. 
That i rhe firit particular, it is to buy back, the 
Time thar 1s palt : and this comes ncareſt tothe 
Latm Word [ redimentes] [ redeeming] the Time, 


2. The Greek Word eco 
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bought, but properly ſignifies [c] bxyimg only, or 
the parting with one Thing for the purchaſing of an- 
other. The word is properly rendred emercantes, 
and may be well tranſlated buying the Time. "EZ x- 
e{£oJv then may ſignify , not only to buy back, 
the Time that is paſt, but to b»y «xp the Time that 
is preſent : and this is rather intended by the Apo- 
{tle in the Text. Now if we take redeeming here to 
ſignify no more than buying or purchaſing, it ſpeaks 
then theſe [4] two Things ; (1) Redeeming the 
Time is the forgoing of any thing that would any 
way hinder us from taking the Time. (2.) The 
making it our own , by uſing and improving 1c to 
all poſſible Advantages : as in buying a thing [1.] 
we pay the Price of it, then take it into our Poſ- 
ſeſſion and Uſe. ” 

(1.) Redeeming, or buying the Time, it 1s the 
forgoing of any thing that would any way hinder 
us from taking the Time : For if you part with no- 
thing , ſays [e] St. Auſtin, and yet get ſomething you 
had not before :, you either found it, or had it grven you, 
or got it by Inheritance : but when you part with ſome- 
what to purchaſe ſomewhat, then you buy a Thing, 

Beza upon the Place, makes the Redeeming here 
to be a Metaphor taken from Merchants, w ho very 
curiouſly and carefully conſider what the ſeveral 
Wares and Commodities be, ard ever prefer a 
little Profit before much Pleaſure, and chooſe a 
ſmall Gain before great Delights. We daily ſee, 
that they whouſe Markets and Fairs will lay al:de 
their Pleaſures and Recreations , and often loſe 
B 3 their 


{c} A Lapide inloc, | 4] Fayne : loc. 
le] Perde aliquid, at Deo waicer : Ex co quod perdu, [ret.um 
tt remperge, &Kc, Avgulit, an text. Hom. 10. intcr 50. 
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Their ſleep, and their ſet meals, and deny them- 
elves many Conveniencies for the preſent , that ſo 
they may cloſely attend their Buſineſles , and know 
and take their Advantages , and may not loſe any 
good Bargain, but be ſure to meet with the bes? 
[.g ] Wares, and to lay out their Money for the 
choicelt Commodities. Thus, in 4 ſpiritual Sence, 
we ſhould be greedy and covetous Buyers of the 
Time; we ſhould be wiſe [þ] Merchants, let any 
thing go to gain the Time ; be willing to beſtow 
our Care, Pains, [i] Labour, Diligence, which 1s, 
as it were, our Money, which we give for the Com- 
modity of an opportunity of doing or receivin 

good : be ready to forgo and part with our Eaſe 
or Pleaſure, our Profit and temporal Advantage, 
our Honour and Eſteem inthe World, rather than 
loſe the bleſſed Occalion of trading for Heaven, 
and improving our Time for fpiritual Advantage. 
[&] Sertorins the Roman General, in his Pallage in- 
to Spain, yiclded to pay the Tribute demanded by 
certain barbarous People, that inhabited the Pyre- 
n:an Mountains, over which he was topaſs ; at 
which his Souldicrs were offended, and ſaid, that 
It was too much Shame and Diſhonour for a Procon- 
ſul of Rome to pay Tribute to vile barbarous Peo- 
ple : but the wiſe Commander gave his Souldiers 
this ſober Anſwer, that he bought ' a Commodity, 
nhich ſuch 5 aſpire to high Enterprizes, mu## take up 


readily 


— 


2] A Lapide # [:c, 
EF No Man is a better Me-chant than he, that lays out his 
Time upon Ocd, and his Money upon the Puor., Bp. Taylor's 
Rule of Hol. Lif. c. 1 Þ« 3+ 
[:] Toredemrhe Time, is propetiy, to buy the ſecurity of it 
at tle Varectany Labour and honeſt Arts, 44. #6, cps 1, ſecs 1, 
£1112 20+ 
[+] Pliruch, in yita Scrtorii, 
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readily at any Rate, And ſhould not we be much 
more willing to give any Rate for the fprritual Re- 
deeming of Time ? ſurely we ſhould not ſtick at 
any thing ; we ſhould not think Time dear, or an 
hard Bargain , whatever it coſts us. 

Somewhat to be ſure it will coſt us ; and Calvin 
here puts the Queſtion, quodram erit pretium redem- 
prions ? what Price muſt we give for the redeeming 
of Time ? The Price is plainly this, [7] faies he, 
To ſhun the infinite Snares that would entangle ws, to 


| free our ſelves from the Cares and Pleaſures of the World, 


and to renounce and part with whatever would hinder 
wfrom uſing our Time aright. To redeem the Time, 
ſaies [-1] Zanchy , is only not to ſuffer Time ro ſlip 
away unfruitfully, that we may enjoy our Pleaſure and 
Leiſure ;, but rather than loſe our Time, to ſuffer 
the Loſs of any thing. He 1s ſaid to redeem the 
Time (faies the Reverend [»] Davenant ) who yields 
zo the worſt Conditions that can be, ſo they be but law- 
ful, that he maybe able to cleave to God, to hold the 
Faith and to keep a clear and a good Conſcience. What- 
ever he paies for it, he counts this a very good 
Bargain, * Damiel would redeem Time for Prater, 
though he ventur'd his very Life for it. f David 

B 4 had 
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] Calvin. mm-lec. [mm] 7Z1nchius mn loc. 

[» ] Dav. in Coloff, 4. 5. Yos adhortor wt redimaty tempas, 
1a e(t, Ht QuoVis pretio rempies hac [altare fc tatis vibes libernm 
ad ſurviendum Deo, Potins patimint bonortem tenaporditum diſ- 
pendi.t , qudm wut ea cum aliquo ſalutys aut Enange.n diſpenayo 
velitzs retgrere, Eltius in text. 


Tempus Yedimere, eſt, occaſignem O& ofportunitatem, que le 
nobss offert, drlqgenter cattare, © cnm damn tram aliquo & 
; 1dltrera commouderum noſtrorum WHam arr'pe to 
Chriitian, p. 32+ 

* Dan, 6,10. 


Crel.ius Ethic 


| 253M 6, 20, 
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had rather be mockt and deſpis'd by Xfichal, and 
loſe his: Honour, than part with a ſpecial Oppor- 
tunity of dancing before the Ark. _ A ſincere Chri- 
ſtian had rather be ſcorn'd and nick-nani'd , re- 
proached and reviled, than neglett any ſpecial 
good Seaſon of honouring his God, and adyanta- 
ging his own or others Souls. The Apoſtles would 
* ſuffer Shame, endure Reproaches and Impriſon- 


ments, rather than omit any Occaſion of teaching F 
and preaching Jeſus Chriſt. Rather than the Pri- Þ 
mitive Chriitians would lofe any Advantage of | 


ſerving God, and conſulting their Souls good, they 
would f ſufter joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods : 
yea, rather than loſe that, they would loſe their 
very Life and Bloud. || 7 am ready, not to be bound 
only, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, for the Name of the 
Lord Feſus, This was the Price St. Paul was ready 
to give to redeem the Time for ChriiPs Service. 


[9] Moſes, the adopted Son of Pharaoh”s Daughter, #3 


a Perſon brought up at Court , who had the Edu- 
cation of a Prince, and large Expectations of rare 
and extraordinary temporal Advantages ; when 
he [||cameto Age, and well underſtood the inviting 
alluring Circumſtances of a temporal Felicity, and 
was molt capable of taſting the Pleaſures of a pro- 
ſperous State, and Courtly Life; this Moſes, at 

this 


LL —_<4 _— — 


* Ats5.41., + Heb, 10. 34. || Acs 21.13; 

[9] Muſculus, communibus ſuffrage Prior eletug, vejecit 
erm honorem : tntelligens nimirum hoc agere Satanam, wut d 
pris propoſeto ipſum retrakerer, 5 hac qu. vincul) mjeto, huic 
vete gener mages ab/tringeret, aninu nque propagande Yeritatu 


[tuais arumnten, hy queaſt hanorum & deliciar wm lenocinih Emol- * 


jorer, Melch, Adam, in vit. Mulc, p. 372, 
{1 Heb. 11. 24, 25, 26 
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this Time, 'was willing to part with the Pleaſures 
and Treafures of Egypt, and refuſed the Honour 
of being called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, to 
gain an Opportunity of bearing the honourable 
Reproach of Chriſt , and of ſuffering our of Choice 
and Election moſt comfortable Affliction with the 
People of God. And ſo the famous Galeacine Ca- 
racciolus, a Courtier to the Emperour Charles the 
fifth, Nephew to Pope Paul the fourth, and the only 
Son, and lawful Heirof the Marqueſs of Vico ; be- 
ing powerfully wrought upon by Peter Martyrs 
Sermon (like another Moſes ) [p] he freely forſook 
his Marqueſdom, the Riches, Honors, and Plca- 
ſures of /raly, and of the Emperour*s Court ; to 
enjoy God, and the Purity of the Goſpel , and the 
Peace of his Conſcience, and the Fellowſhip and 
Society of the People of God, in a mean and pri- 
vate Condition in a poor Geneva ;z, notwithſtanding 
variety of mighty entiſements from his Father, his 
Wite, his Children, and Acquaintance, to re- 
nounce the Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion, 
and to return to Popery. To redeem, or b»y the 
Time, it is to part with ſomewhat to gain the Time, 
And then, 

(2.) To improve and make the beft of it for our good. 
Toby the Timeis [qJto make it our own : now we 
make the Time owr own , when we make a ſpecia! 
Advantage of it; when we employ and lay 1t our 


in doing whatever we do to the * Glory of God, 
when 


— 
A Om 


[ p] See Calvin's Cedicatory Epiſtle to Galeacrus , before his 
Commentary npon the firſt ro the Corimkians, 

[1] £3204Cuy vavegy fear "tdhoy murty. Se Schilia, "idhoy 
rrem 1s 3, quande 11 1pſo bene operamnr, ut plactamug Do, 
Z inch. m loc. 

" 1Cor. io. 31, 
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when we ſpend it to the good + of others, when 
we uſe our Time to || work out our own Salvation 
with Fear and trembling , to make our (*) Cal- 
ling and Eleftion ſure, to get and grow in Grace, 
to provide for our precious immortal Souls, and to 
ſettle and ſecure our everlaſting State and eter- 
nal Welfare. That is the ſecond Senſe of the 
Words. 


3. EfaWwodfec9ou xaiegy , it is not only to buy 
#p the Time, but alſo to bay zt oxt : and this is the 
mot proper rendring of the Word. As when you 
ſee others watch and wait for a Commodity which 
is for their turn, and you preſently clap hold upon 
It, and lay down the Price of it, before any one elſe 
can get it into their hand : So, to redeem the 
Time, it is to gain it out of, Huckfters hands, as 1 
may ſay. Pleaſure and Play , on the one fide ; 
or overmuch Labour and exceſlive Care for the 
things of the World, on the other ſide; theſe, or 
ſuch things as theſe, have got the Polieſſion of our 
'Timeat preſent, or at lealt are ready to ſeiſe and 
lay hold upon it. Now we ſhould not ſutter them 
to engrols1it, but by all means ſtrive to keep it out, 
orelſe to recover it out of their hands, that we 
may make a ſpecial Uſe and Benefit of it, Our 
Time muſt be gain'd out of the hand of the World, 
yea out of the hand of the very Devil, who is con- 
tinually buſie to get Poſſeſſion of it. Since the World 


fo corrupt, the Devil ſeems, ſaies (r) Calvin, to ex- 


erciſe ſuch a Tyranny, that our Time cannot be conſec- 
crated 


| Phil, 2.ia, 
"21v18. tz loc, 


(*) a Pct. i, 10, 
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crated and devoted to God, unleſs it be after a ſort re- 
deemed. 


"ace, 4. The learned [s]Dr. Hammond fates, that the 
d to Phraſe of Redeeming the Time, of gameng or buying 
ter = the Seaſon, ſeems to be a Proverbial Expreſſion , which 
the uſe had made to ſignify more than the very Letter of the 
Words imported : and he produceth ſeveral Lnitan- 
ces out -of Authors, from which he gathers, that 


buy & the meaning of redeeming , or buying out, or gain- 
the Þ ng the Time, is this; for Chriſtians to uſe good 
/OU Caution and Cunning, Wiſdom and Dexterity,jto 
Ich ſave themſelves from Spiritual Dangers, and the 
on Snares thatare near their Souls : to uſe all prudent 
lle artificial Devices ;, to preſerve themſelves from the 
he evil Times in which they live ; Times of carnal Sen- 
1 ſuality, and high Corruption ;, and ſo of great Tem- 
©; F. prtation, and preſent Danger to their Souls. Be- 
ne tides this primary meaning of the Phraſe, he ſaies 
Ir may be applied alſo to that other Prudence for avoiding 
IC of Perſecutions ,, as thoſe are expreſſed in Scripture by 
d evil Daies : not to throw our ſelves upon Dangers un- 
n ſeaſonably , where there is no probable Advantage in our 
3 Proſpeft : but to peak and exhort when it 15 likely to 
C proſper , and at other Times to refrain. And this, ſaies 
J he, may properly be ſtyled gaining the Time, watching 
2 Opportunities ; and when interpoſing would prove gain- 
" | Uef, then to holdthe peace, and expett ſome fitter Sea- 
ſon. And in this latter Senſe the moſt learned 


[t] Grotwes expounds the Phraſe : Redeem the Tame, 
ſaics he ; that is, by any Pains and Labour, and by 
all fair Language, and reſpevtrve Speeches, and inno- 
cent condeſcending Carriages, avoid the Dangers of 

the 
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[4] Annotat, 02 Ephcl, C, not. (e) [fr] Grotius in loc. 
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the Times you live in, and lengthen out your own Tran- 
quillity. 


Thus I have opened the Firſt Term, and ſhewn 
yon what is meant by the tf« eg wc, com- 
monly tranſlated [' redeeming | the Time. The 
Phraſe may ſignify theſe four Things , ro buy back, 
the Time that is paſt ; ro buy xp the Time that is 
preſent ; that is, to forgo and part with any thing 
for it, and ſo to make it our own, and uſe it for 
our ſpiritual and etexnal Advantage. Again, not 
only to buy it up, but to buy #t out ;, to get it out of 
the hands of the Devil, and the World, and the 
diſtratting Cares, and tempting Pleaſures of it. 
And laſtly, to uſe all Warineſ and Wiſdom of Beha- 
wor, all prudent and pious Arts, to ſecure our 
felves from Snares, and to preſerve our, ſelves 
from ſpiritual Dangers, and from running raſhly 
and unſeaſonably into any temporal Suffering and 
Calamity. 


W 
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CHAP, II. 


What the Time # that ought to be redeemed, largely ex- 


plained. Opportunity more than Time : *tu Time 
with an Aptneſs and Fitneſs it has for ſome good. The 
Opportunity to be redeemed 1s either General , or 
Particular : The General u all the Time of our En- 
Joyment of the glorious Light of the bleſſed Goſpel. 
The Particular Opportunity five-fold. (1.) The 
Morning of our Age. The well-redeeming your 
younger Daies will be moſt acceptable to God, will 
make you more ſerviceable to others, and prove mot 
profitable to your ſelves, They that redeem the Time 
of their Touth , are likely to redeem their riper Tears. 
Inftances of thoſe that = redeemed their youthfu! 
Dates. (2.) The Morning of the Week; the firs 
Day of every Week, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Peo- 
ple, Maſters and Servants, Poor and Rich, ſhould 
ſtudy to redeem this Opportunity, and take heed they 
redeem it not by halves. Our Obſervation of the 
Lord*s Day a good help to the Redeeming of all the 
Daies following , both as to Temporals, and as to 
rituals, ( 3.) The Morning of every Day ;, that"s 
an Opportunity of giving God the firlt, and belt of 
our Time. By redeeming the Morning , we are like- 
ly to redeem - 4 whole Day following. ( 4.) The S0- 
ciety and Company of the moſt Religions and Godly : 
in which we have an happy Occaſion both of doing and 
of receiving good, (5.) The ſpecial Seaſons of pra- 
ttiſing and performing Particular Duties, of getting 
and encreaſing, ating and exerciſing Particular Gra- 
ces, muſt be obſerved, embraced, and improved by us. 


Il. What 
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IT. WW Hat is the Time that-isto be thus -re- 

deem'd. What is meant here by Tov xo- 
ez%.\This Word is ſometimes uſed largely and in- 
aifferently , to note Time in common z which is on- 
ly the Succeſſion of ſomany Minutes, Hours, Daies, 
or Years, one after another, from the Beginning 
of a Man's Life to the End thereof. So xae gs 1s 
all one with x£4G-. But moſt properly xate gs is 
taken in a narrower Senſe than x@4vG-, and is uſed 
to denote, not Time ſimply, but [4] Opportumty , 
Time with Advantage. Opport#;'#y is the Cream 
of Time, the Flower of Time. And in this Senſe 
we mult take the xe gv here in the Text : notonly 
for the paſſing away of Hours, and ſliding away 
of Minutes, ie the bare Space, and mere Leiſure 
of any thing 3 but for proper Seaſons, fair Occa- 
{10ns, good Hours, and fit Opportunities :- Op- 
portunity is Time with an Aptneſs and Fitneſs that 
It has for ſome good, with a ſuitableneſs and ſer- 
viceableneſs to our uſe and Advantage : *tis a meet- 
ang of Time and Means together, for the accomplilh- 
ing of our End, and the efeCting of any Work or 
Buſineſs, 


Now Opportunity is either Gencral or oi. 
lar. 
The 


[a] Torn by ravew yeor Or. Tempus attrons opportioniumy 
Grece dbygieia., Lat nt appellatur Occaſio, Modeſtia wer & pru- 
aentia eſt (cr:ntia opportunitatys ; 1dontorum ad agendum tempo- 
rum. Cic. 1. 1. de Oſhc, 

Ubrique in opportunitate multum eft ſuum, 5 plurumum prod- 
eff» ſuo rem quamque facere tempore ; q"uemadmodum aljeno 
eandem facere, ſepe tetra nocet; === Certs vel primum tif 
prudentie officiroms vel water prima , occaſionem IJ vadere © non 
pretermiazere, Crellius Eth, Chrilt. p. 33. 
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The General Opportunity to be redeemed. 


The whole Courſe of our Lives is a General Opportu- 
pity of doing and receiving good, We are to look up- 
on all our Time , which we live under the glorious 
Light of the bleſſed Goſpel , as an happy Oppor- 
tunity of laying out our ſelves for God, and for 
our own and others Advantage. When God con- 
tinues the Goſpel among us ; when he daily calls us 


'to Faith and Repentance ; when he ſtands ready 


with Strengthand Aſliſtance ; when he publiſheth 
great and precious Promiſes ; when the golden 
Scepter .is held out by God to us, as it wasto 
* Eſther by Ahaſuerus ;, when gracious Offers, mer- 
ciful Tenders,kind and loving Invitations are made 
and repeated, and very ſweet and comfortable En- 
couragements propounded and aſſured to'penitent 
Sinners in the Miniſtery of the Word ; this 1s + ſpace 
given for Repentance : this is a golden Seaſon of 
Grace, in which we may have Chriſt, and all his 
precious and ſaving Benefits , npon the reaſonable 
Terms and acceptable Conditions of the Goſpel. 
When the Trumpet of the Jubile ſoundeth ;”- when 
Liberty to the Captives, and the Opening of the 
Priſon to them that are bound is proclaimed ; || Be- 
hold , now 1 the accepted Time ;, behold, now is the Day 
of Salvation : O || receive not the Grace of God in vain - 
loſe not ſo long and large a Seaſon : make your 
Advantage of the Time of the Goſpel , be thank- 
ful for it, and faithful in the Uſe and Improvement 
of it : cloſe with the Goſpel, and: daily and ear- 

neſtly 
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neſtly endeavour and pray that it may be made ef- 
fetual to you. 

Repent, believe, ſincerely obey in this thy Day. 

Repent : think upon thy Waies, be ſorry for thy 
Sins : hate them, forſake them : repent with a 
Repentance from dead Works, never to be repented 
of. So change thy ind, as to change thy Man 
zers, to reform and alter the Courſe of thy Life for 


the future. So truly repent, as to take care to Þ 


bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. 

Believe, not with a bare hiſtorical, a meer In- 
telleftual Faith ; -not with an idle, droniſh, wholly 
ineffettual Aſſent ; but with a [b] prattical, attive, 
oper ative Belief. 

So believe the Word of God, as to take it ſeri- 
ouſly, and in good earneſt, for the only Rule of 
thy Converſation, in Matters necellary to Salvati- 
on. So firmly receive and aſlentto the Divine Te- 
ſtimony, as to have thy Heart rightly affected, and 
thy Life powerfully influenced by it. So cordially 
believethe Truth of the Goſpel, as to reſolve, and 
on all Occaſions to endeavour to carry ſuitably to 
ſuch Belief; to live and act as a Perſon thatdoes 
indeed belicve-it , and to anſwer the end for which 

Di- 


—— 


[8] Fortafſe wnuſquiſque apud ſeipſum dicet : Ego jam eredi.. 
1, ſalvus ero: verum diet, T4  frdems oper 16g tenet : vera etenim 
fides eft 4 qua tn hoc quod verbis dicit , moribus non contradicit, 
== Fades noſtre veritatem in vite noſtre conſideratione debemius 
agno cere, Greg, Ronu. 29. in Euang, | 

Credere in Deum eft credendo amare, credendo diligere, cre- 
Aendo in tum ite, Of menbris cjaw incorperars, 

Putaſne Filium Dei Ieſum reputat quiſquis ile eft homo, qu 
= mee terretwr communationtbius, nec atirahitur promuont- 

ws , nec precepts obremperat, nec conſilits acquieſcit ? Nonne a1, 

£114 Eonar & noſſe Deum, fatt1s tamen _ 2? Bernard. 
is Otav. Paſc, de tribus Teltim. in clo & ter, {erm, 1, p-88. 
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divine Truth was revealed , which i the bringing ws to 


ood Lives, 

So yield Aſſent to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
as to cloſe and comply with the Terms of the Go- 
ſpel, and heartily to conſent to the whole Lucy of 
Man, contain'd and delivered in the Word or God 
and Goſpel of Chrilt. 

Soallent to the Commands of the Goſpel as tre, 
as Withal tolove and like them, to choote and em- 
brace them as good, and as goodfor thee, yea as in- 
comparably better for thee to obſerve, than any other 
Rule that poſlibly can be reſpected by thee, whare- 
yer they cauſe thee to loſe or ſuffer here in tnis 
World. So give your undoubted Ailent to them, 
as to cleave cloſely , and ſtick invincibly to them, 
agaiult all flattering , or atirighting Temptations 
to the contrary ; and (till to engage, and charge , 
ard provoke thy ſelf, to conform thy whole Heart 
and Life to them. 

Farther ; So allent to the Truth of the Goſpel- 
Promiſes, as to take care to perform the neceilary 
Conditions of them : to trult in the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel with an obediential Affiance, with an obſe» 
quious and dutiful Reliance : to trult in them, ac- 
cording to the Tenour of them : totruſt in the Promi- 
ſes of Pardon and Remillion, in the Exerciſe of lin- 

cere and unfeigned Repentance : and in the Pro- 
miſes of Sandctification, in the Uſe of Goſpel-Ordi- 
nances and Means, and diligent Improvemeut of 
the Grace of God already communicated aud re- 
ceived : and in the Promiles of Lite everlaiting, ia 
the way of new and ſincere Obedience. Allent to the 
Promiſes, not only that they are tre and real ;, but 
that they are alſo the moſt valuable that can bez Fexs 
+: ceeding 


® 3Feft & 


18 Redemption of Tim 


ceeding great and preciom Promiſes : {0 as to pre- 
fer the Promiſes of God above all the Proffers of 
the World, as better than any thing that the De- 
y1l can offer, or the World afford. 

Farther yet ; So aſſent to the Truth of the 
Threatnings of the Word, as to fear and ſtand in 
aw of them, and to ſtudy to avoid thoſe Sins, 


which will put thee in Danger of temporal and e- F 


ternal Suitcrings; ,and to keep thy ſelf free from 
the Fear of the Menaces of Mex, while thou art in 
the way of thy Duty to God. 

Believe the whole Word of God ; and 

Believe in a!! the Perſons of the holy and bleſſed 
Trivity. So allent to the Truth of whatſoever ts 
{poken in the Scripture of Ged,ard Chriſt, and the 
Spirit of God and Chrilt, as deliberately to chooſe 
God the Father, Son, and holy Ghoit, for thy 
_— and Treaſure, thy Happineſs and chief 
CGo04a, 

To bring thy Heart to own, love, honour, 
ferve and worſhip God the Father, as thy good and 
bountiful Creator and Preſerver, and very merci- 
ful God Redeemer by Jeſus Chriſt : and freely 
and gladly ro conſent to have God the Father for 
ty Covenant-Friend, and reconciled gracious Fa- 
ener. 

And to accept, with all Love and Thankfulneſs, 
even a crucified Chritt, for thy only Lord and $a- 
viour, tobring thee to God, thy chiefeſt Good, by 
reconciling thy Perſon and Nature to him; to re- 
cover and bring thee back both in Heart and Lite 
to God : and to relt and rely upon Chriſt, and on 
God only in and throngh Chriſt, for Juſtification, 
Sanctiacation, and eternal Salvation, accortiing ts 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 


Cor- 
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Cordially receive him 7 all his Offices. And 
here, 
1. Accept of Chriſt as a Prief#, to ſave thee by 
the offering of humfelt a Sacrince in thy ſtead, ard 
by making Interceſſion on thy behalf. And labour 
t0-41ſwer the ends of his Death, by Purity and Holi- 
neſs of Heart and Lite : and tO att becoming h.s Inz 
rerceſſion ; to live fo, as it may be fie for Chrit 
with Honowr to preſent your Works and Services to 
his Father, to be accepted by him : to do nothing 
but what 1s worthy of Juch a Mediatour as Chriit is, 
to preſent pnty God on your behalf. Now tell 
me, 15 any act ofProphaneneſs, Sin ard Wicked- 
neſs, « fir Attzon for Chrilt to take, and preſent 
unto his Father for Divine Acceptance ? Certainly 
our Actions muſt have the Truth, though not the 
Perfettion of good Works : for. otherwiſe *twere a 
Thing wnbeſeeming Chrilt to preſent them, and um 
becoming God to accept them : for in ſodoing, Chrilt 
mult become a Patron of Sin ;, and God an Owner 
of the Works, and an Encourager of the Workers 
cf Iniquity. O then take care that your Actions b2 
ſuch as may he fic to be preſented by Chriſt unto 
his Father, and to be accepted by God, in and tho- 
rough Chrilt. This is the Way to honour Chriit 
coniidered as a Priest, | 

2.: Accept of Chriſt as a Prophet, to teach and in- 
ſtrutt thee ; thorowly to reach beth thy Head and 
Heart : and be willing and forward to learn of 
Chriſt, and to be taught by him rhe Truth as it i 
2 Jeſus, and to profit both by his Dottrine and Ex- 
ample, 
4 Accept of Chriſt , not only for thy Priet 
and Saviour ; and for thy Prophet, Teacher ar.d 
Inſtratour, but for thy wiſe aud holy Law-grver, 
and for thy ſoveraign King and Governour, to rule 
C 2 and 
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and. to reign over thee. Give up thy ſelf in hearty 
Subjection to the Perſon and Authority of Chrilt, 
ard [c] vow and be ready-to perform lincere Obe- 
dience to all the Particular Commands of Chrilt. 
When others cry, theſe are hard Saymgs, who can 
bear them ? do you profeſs that his. Commands are 
20t grievous ;, and do thou fay from thy very Heart, 
I delight to do thy Will, O Chriit. Love and De- 
light in the Laws of Chrilt, and choole and lirive to 
keep and obſerve them, when others cenſare, break 
ard violate them. While other Men diſhonour 
Chriit, and put him toan open Shame, and cauſe 
his worthy Name to be blaiſphemed ; let thy Lite 
lead Men to high and excellent Thoughts of Chrilt, 
and of his Laws, and Waies, and Government. 
T his is the right Acceptance of Chrilt, ſo * ro re- 
cerye Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, as to purpole and en- 
deavour to walk iz him, 

And then for the other Att of Faith ; Have not 
only a bare Opinion of Chrilt's Fidelity, but trult 
in Chriſt with a prattical Truſt : So thoroughly trult 
him, as to venture all thy Happineſs on him in his 
own way. Traſt him ſo far, as to be ſincerely 
.and heartily willing to leave and forſake all to fol- 
low him : to part with Sin, and the World, yea 
Life it ſelf for him, who will not ſutfer thee to be 

finally 


[c] Credere ſe in Chriſt 'm qu07.0d0 dicit, qui non fucit qued 
Ch, alu facere preceput ? aut unde perveniet ad premimwm fidess 
qui fidem non vult ſeryare mandati > Cyrrianus de kcclel. 
unit, 

Q£u14 eſt credulitas ve' fides > opimor fideliter hominem Chrz 
ered:re,id eft, filclem Deo eſſe, hoc eff, fdeliter Det mandata ers 
Vare, --— Chriſtians homes mfideles ſunt, fi bona ſubs 4 Dev 
&j}.pmata errriuperint, Salviares de Gubern, Del, lib. 3. 
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finally a Loſer-by him : to be ready to relinquiſh 
all that thou ſeeit and polleſſeſt here, for things in- 
vilible,which Chriit hath promiſed to render to the 
Believer in the other World. 

And fo believe what is ſaid concerning the Ho- 
ly Gho#t, as heartily to believe 1n the Holy Ghoſt : 
Conſent to take him for thy Teacher , and Guide ; 
Sanctifier, and Quickner ; Adyccate , and Com- 
forter. 

Enter into ſolemn Covenant with, reſign ard give 
up thy ſe]t to the Worihip and Service of the ſa> 
cred Trinicy. Be fully reſolv'd to live to God and 
Chrift , and to worſhip in the Spirit , to be led by the 
Sparit , to walkin the Sp rit, and to bring forth the 

raits of the Spirit. 

Bclieve, and learn to live by Fazth ;, ard let thy; 
Faith work by Love,and ſhew it felt by good Works, 
and be productive of the Obearence of Faith. Ard 
let thy Obedience be voluntary and cheerful, uni- 
form and univerſal, conſtant and perperual. 

Thus, thus improve the precious Seaſon of Go- 
ſpz|-Light,Grace,and Strength,by plainly and fully 
coming upto the Terms, and faithfully performing 
the great and necelJary Conditions of the Gefpel, 
Honour and glorify the Lord Jeſus Chrit, by en- 
tertaining, and walking worthy of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. 

There was a memorable Statue ſct up in the Iſte 
of Rhodes, in honour of the Sun, which once a Day 
is faid to ſhine upon that Iſland, be the Air 1n all 
other Parts never ſo overca't wich Clouds, Bur 
we enjoy a greater and higher Privitedg than they : 
The $un of Righteouſneſs ſhines upon this our Itlard, 
and affords the Light of the bleſſed Goſpel, not 


'only once every Day, but all the Day long every 


Day : And now ſhall we be fo blind and unthank- 
| CG 3 tul, 
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ful,as to take no notice of it ; ſoudle and careleſs,as 
to make no uſe of it ? Since the Light of the Goſpel 
does clearly and ſweetly beam our in our Faces , 
when the Air is dark abroad , and many other pla+ 
ces are cover'd with the thick Clouds of Ignorance ; 
Jet us * rejoice 7 the Light, and i walk, in the Light 
of the Glcrious Gofpely 4s Children of the || Light, 
and of the (* ) Day, ard then we ſhall be as ſo ma+ 
py Scatues ſet up in Honour of Chriit the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs,that ſhines 1n his Luitre and Strengch 
on us, 

But beſides the General Opportunity of | the Conti 
fivance of the Geſpel, which is attorded to many 
2] their Lite long : 1 fay, belides this; there. are 
fome Parcels ard P-rtions of our Lives, fome Dates 
ard Hours of our Time, that are Particular 4nd 
ſpe cial Opportunities above others > as namely theſe 
tollowing, 


The firſt Particular Opportunity to be redeemed, 


1, The Morning of our Age : the Time of Touth, 
ard Health, and Strength: this is an Opportant- 
ty of providing for Eternity : this is a tit Seaſon 
of working out our Salvation ; of laying up in 
Rore againit a Time of Sickneſs,an Hour of Weaks 
neſs, ard the Day of Death, This is a Time, 
wherein [4] both Body and Mind are ſtrong and vi- 

| gorous, 
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F fob, f. JC, 7 1 Joh, 1, 7. 1 Evh, F. s. 

(*) 1Thefd. x. 5. 

[4] Fuvenas prſſumus diſcore, piſſuwmus ſac.l:im cniman, 5 
gthue traffabilers , ad meliora cepvertere ; bac tempos (dg 10108 
#/t labori1b a yqdontuyn agitandiy er trdia mpgexins, ff exerren-, 
d « per eper.« corpor 44s. Df ''0d ſupereſl?, {een ju (5 lanouscta 
867, 7 propiar a fine. *=—— L'T1/72446 qurfque [anquam 044 (01000 
ter placeat ; I redig ter in wſtrum, cn Cp+ 194» 
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gorous. This is an Age meet for--Impreſſion , ca- 
pable of Inſtruction, and fit for Action, - The 
Wiſe Man calls young Men to redeem this choicett 
Part of their Time : to think of him early, who 
lov'd and minded us ſo carly ( Eccleſ, 12. 1.) Remems- 
ber now thy Creator in the Daies of thy Touth, [thy 
choice Daies] while the evil Daies come not, nor the 
Tears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 have wo Plea- 
ſure in them. The Daies of Youth are good Daics © 
the Time of Health and Strengrh is a good Time in- 
deed : Now the Underitanding is quick and -pzr- 
ceptive,, the Memory ſtrong ard retentive, 2nd 
the Body able and tit tor Service and Employment, 
The Dates of old Ape, they are evil Vares : then 
the Eyes grow dimm, the Ears deat, the Hands 
tremble, the Legs are feeble, ard the Memory 
fails. Old Folk they can't do as they have done : 
they can't follow the Markets, and manaze Houſe- 
hold-Bulineiles, ard ordcr the Afﬀairs of their F2- 
milies and Callings, with ſach quickneſs ard Ciz- 
patch as formerly. Now, it Old Age be «fit for 
any Action, then'to be ſure 'tis moſt wnfir for rhe 
Exerciſes of Rehgion;it 13 moſt weak and Itrength- 
leſs here. Pray tell mc, what wilt thou do to re- 
member thy Crcator then when thy Memory tals 
thee ? Wilt thou be fit to turn to God, when thon 
art nnable to turn thy ſelf in thy Bed ? how canſ! 
thou ſerve the Lord thy\God with all thy Stren;z tt, 
when almoſt all thy Strength is gone ? 

Such of #s as have been prodigal of this precions 
Time, let us lay our Loſs to heart , and mour:+ in 
ſecret for it. What a {ad Cont:deration ts it, tht 
many of us have made our ſclves zzcap.vte of rat ins 
Solomon”s exceilent Counſel, They that have a! 


ready ſpent their Youth in yourbfal Lifts, they ave 


not in a Capacity of remembring their Creacor iy 
C 4 tne 
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the Daies of their Youth. All that fuch cando, is 
only, with an holy Shame, and Godly Sorrow, to 
remember in Confeſſion before God, that they have 
not remembred what in due Time they ought to 
have remembred ; and to beg of God, that for 
Chriit his ſake he would not in Judgment remem- 
ber their non-rerembrance ; but that he would in 
Mercy remember them, though they han't as they 
ought remembred him. 

But now for ſuch , as have not. as yet palt the 
Daies of their Youth ; O let them prize, and preſent. 
ly improve theſe precious Daies and Hours ; O yi6 5 
xaig gy (as the wiſe Pittacws once ſaid) know Time, 
know this particular Time ; loſe nor , if poſlible, 
a Minute of it, * Till be grievous to * poſſef the 
Sing of your Touth in your Old Age. 

Now tor your encouragement to redeem thisPart 
of your ljme, conlider ſeriouſly theſe few 
Things; 

1, ihattheearly Redemption of your youthfu] 
Daies , for the Honour, and Worlhip, and Ser- 
vice of God , will be very pleaſing and acceptable to 
him, Gcd of old required that the firſt ripe Fruits, 
and the F:r/t-born ſhould be dedicated to him : and 
his Sacrifices he would have to be yourg ;, to ſhew 
that he delights in the Flower of Age, and well ac- 
cepts the + kindneſſes of our Touth.As in the diltilling 
of Waters, that which is drawn off firſt, 1s the 
{trangeſt, and fulleſt of Spirits ; and the laſt is the 
weakeſt and ſmalleſt ; Or, as in the pouring out of 
a Bottle, or drawing out of a Vellel (to uſe [c] Sr 

neca's 
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* lobtz.26. f cr. 2. 2, | 
fc] Neemadmouum tx 4mpbort prinkn quod eff ſinceriſſſ- 
LIED fflait, gro v1{[19016008 Ju odgue tarbi. xt nque ſubſrdu : foe in 
grarre noſtra, gagd 0p1 1/910104 i% pro ny eft. 14 ex haurir i” ali 
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eat Similitude j that which is parelt ard cleareſt 
comes forth ſirit ; ard thats which is thickeſt and 
moic dreggy , finks ard remains at the Bottom : 
ſothe [4] beſt of our Da'es run ont firit, and the 
worlt at lait. Now *is a Diſgrace to God, to give 
him the Devi leavings : it is a Contempt caſt upon 
Gcd, to give the Devil the Flower of your Age, and 
him the Sran. Suppoſe a Landlord thould come to 
his Tenant, and entreat him to ſtr before him ſome. 
what to eat ; 'and he ſhould reply, Excuſe me, 'I 
pray Sir ; there are a. Company of Yillains andV ar - 
«5, which I am at preſent providing fcr , but if 
you will be pleaſed to ſtay a while , you {hall have 
thoſe breken Scraps which they ſhall leave : would 
rot this be a {trange, rude, unſcewly Behaviour ? 
1 hus, thus it is with the molt of us : God is our 
great Zanalord, ard he comes, and moves, and ſo- 
J'cits us to ſerve him : but we, have fieſhly filthy 
Lulis that war againſt our Souls ard yet theſe 
mult be itraight provided for : they mult have the 
Strength of our Bodies and of our Souls, This is 
unworthy, diſhonourable Dealing with God, and 
we little think how ill he rakes it at our hards. 
But how welcome are they to God, who prefer God 
before the Devil ard the World ; and honour God 
with their very firſt choice, and virgin Love! Who 
do not ſtay, asit were , till they are weary of Sa- 
tan's Service, and then take a new Maſter ;, bur fol- 
low God even as ſoon as they can go, ſeek and en- 
quire carly aiter him, and bind themſelves in their 
Youth to him, 


2, The 
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[4] O t1mmn awage dies miſe; ir mort4 iba «vi 
Prima fur : tuberent morbs triſe j que ſenedtns, 


Virgil. Gevig, lib. 3. 
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2. The well-redeeming of your younger Dain, 
aSit will be moſt .acagptable unto God, fo "twill 
make you more uſeful and ſerviceable nnto other, 
Thou canlt hardly do any conſiderable Service either 
to God, or the Church, or the State, if thou ma- 
keit it late betore thou begi-meſt tro be well employ- 
ed. Hecando but a little Work , that takes nom 
in hand till the Sun is a ſerti vi 
3. Iheredeeming and inkenditn of the Time 
of thy Youth is apt to prove moſt. profitable tothy ſelf, 
The earlier Men ſet out in the Morning ot thetr 
Age, the tarther they may walk in the Waies of 
God's Commandments in the Day of thetr Lite, 
and make more Progreſs in the Path of Holinels. 
"The ſooner you begin, the more work you may do, 
and ſo may receive the greater Reward : Yea, be 
Gainers here, as well as hereafter, by being thus 
bulie betimes. H@that makes Religion his -Buli 
neſs in his Youth, may ealily lay up a Stock of 
Grace, and of comfortable Experience , which 
may be of much uſe to him. If thou begenneſt young, 
thou maieſt get abundance of Grace into thy Heart 
before thou art old : Thon maiett go from one 
:Degree of Grace to another, from Strength to 
Strength : thou mateſt be almoit a perfett Man © 
Chriſt Jeſus, by that Time others are but new-born 
Babes, if thou wilt but begin betimes. But a /aze 
Chriſtian cannot probably be an eminent Chriſtian ; 
As a Man that begins the Wort late , can hardly 
grow a very rich Man : Or, as we ſay of Beesthart 
ſwarm late, they get not any great-Store ef-Ho- 
ney, Manna was not to be met with but in the 
* Morning : Who would misſpend, or negleCct the 
Morning-Seaſon of his Lite, and loſe that Portion 
. : Ol 


* Exod, 16, 21, 
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of heavenly Manna, which he: might have gathered 
ard gotien in4t f. W ho would have a thin Crop, and 
lean Harveſt, by later ſowing his Seed ? Sow early, 
that you may reap the more plentitully, 

4. Coniider moreover , that they that redeem 
the Time of . their Youth, are {ke/y 6 redeem their 
riper Tears : 'T hey have not only more Time to get 
good, bur a greater Dyoſition , ard a ftrovger ha- 
b:itual Inclination to br, and tows good. A young 
Samt,\and an old Lewd; i1s2 curicd ard an abſurd 
Proverb: 'T here is the greatelt tear that a young 
Devil will prove an old Bee!zebub, Who can ever 
expect , that a 7ree that is [ e] barren in the Same 
mer, ſhould bare and bring torch Frait in the Win- 
ter ? [tis ſa.d of the Trees of Reghreouſnef, that they 
{hall 6r5ng forth Frum * in old Age © not then beg 
todo it , but ſhall contimue ſtill to do it. + It « 
09d for a Man, that be bear the Toke in his Tomth : It 
1s rrue of the Yoke of Chriſt; They that bear ir 
in-their Youth, there is hope they will count it an 
eaſie Toke , and not offer to throw it off afrerwards, 
Cf] || Tram up a Child m the Way he ſhould go; and 
when he us old, he wil! not d:part from it, [ 8 ] What 
the Vellel is firit ſcaſon'd withal, it will have a 
taite ofa long Time atter. Remember God in your 
Youth, and you will hardly forget him ever atter, 
5. Con» 


[e] Rſbatrs temps eff frud:ficandi tempme © Que eftate ſte. 
rolrs eff , hyeme facund t non e111, Mulcul, 
* Pal. 92. ig. f Lam. 3. 2p. || Prov. 22.6. 


(f] Fingit equwm 104. r 4 dortiems Crrvace magiſter 
Ire viam- 41447 monitrat eques 5; Vinaticas cx quo 
Tempore cerviuam pei em latravit im auls, 
Milprat mm ſylvis catultg. Nunc adbibe prra 
Pectore verba , Þ ter, nwnce te melioribue off er, 
[s] Lu9 [erel eff Imabutdarecens [ervabyt odorcm 
Te{l 4 ith. 


Horat, ep 1ib, 1, ep 24 
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5. Conſider once more, *tis plain and evident 
ſome young ones bave redrem*d the Time of their Towth : 
do you follow and imitate their Example. Holy 
David was able to ſay, * Thou art my Hope, O Lord 
Ged , thou art my Truſt from my Tomb. t Good O- 
badiah feared the Lord from his Yonth, It is ſaid 
of Abijah the Child of Feroboam, that.in him there 
was fourd ſome good 1 hing , ſome -Seeds of. true 
Piety toward the Lord God of 1ſrael; that is, in 
regard of the Worſhip of God : and.it is the Com- 
mendation of this young Man, that he was not on- 
ly truly Godly , but pious and relig:ous.in a wicked 
and flagitious || Jeroboaw?s Houſe. You know,' *) Sa- 
muel in his Childhood 'miniſtred betore the Lord. 
And (+) Timothy [h] from a Child had known the 
holy Scriptures : He began berime in Religion, in 
holy Learning and Knowledg ; and gave ſuch 
Proofs of forwardneſs therein , whence it might be, 
and was propheſied concerning him , that he would 
become an eminent Inſtrument in the Church of 
Gcd , in communicating to others the Light of 
ſaving Knowledg, wherein h mſclt ſo early had 
made fo good a Beginning, fo great a Progreſs. 

Weread of the elect Lady's Children (/|) walks 
ing in Truth ;, that is, in Sincerity and Integrity of 


Faith 


— 


* Pal. 9i.5. + 1 Kings19. 12, | 1 Kings124-13. 

(*) t $:m.2 18, (+) 2 Tim. 3-15, 1 lim. 1.18, 

(h] Hoc non vulgare erat adjumentum , quold preritys al. 
ſmefe1tme trat Scripti re leftzont : 14m hac longa exercitatao 
wiuitd mftritt, orem reddere hominem totesrt adverſhr ommes Ore 
cumVventiones. Itaqefprudinter olim cautum fuit, wt qui de- 
ft nibantur verts Minaſberto.d purry erudirentrr un ſoltduore pies 
rats dottrimt, ad. hae (awras littras penitms mbiberent, ne ad 
Ipſum munyus accederent mui adhuc I tyrones, Atque boc im 
fragnlirs Des beneficio ponendum et, ft gun ita fmerit d tents 6 
Sct ipture copmitione ambutics, Cul il, 10 3 <p: ad Tim, C. 3-15- 


(4) 2ep. Joh, 4 
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Faith and Manners, or ordering their Actions 4s 
the Truth preſcribes, and living according to the 
Rule of the Goſpel. Our Saviour Chriſt was car- 
ly about his Father's Buſineſs : we find him ar it 
* at twelve Years old. t 'Tis ſaid of that good 
King foſiah, that in theeighth Year of his Reign 
(which was the [] ſixteenth Year of his Age) 
while he was yet young , he began to ſeek after 
God, Certainly his Heart was ſeaſoned with the 
Fear of God in his Childhood, when firſt he began 
toreign : But now in his Towth, as ſoon 4s he could 
get the Reins of Government in his Hand, he began ro 
ſeek after God : that is, to endeavour the Setling 
of the true Religion, and publicly to manifeſt his 
Faith in God, and Zeal tor his Glory : And in 
the ewelfrh Tear ( when he had attained to more 
Authority) he began t9'act molt vigorcully againſt 
Idolatry : And in the eighteenth Year he had quite 
purged the Land, and the Houſe of the Lord. v. 8. 

Ard it's well known concerning our Engliſh Fo- 
fiah, King Edward the ſixth, that he was molt ex- 
emplarily holy in the Daies of his Youth. How 
did he honour the Bible, and Word of God ! 
[ k.] When one of his Play-fellows proffer'd him a 
boſſed-plate :Bible to ſtand upon, and heighten him 
to take down ſomewhat he deſired, which then 
{tood above his Reach; perceiving it a Bible , 
with holy Indignation he refuſed it, and ſharply 
reproved the Owner thereof , as counting it unht 
to trample that under his Feer, which he was to 
Ted- 


-—-- 


* Luke 2.42» 49. f 2 Chron. 34 1523. 

[1] Adeliſcens jam regie admimiſtr tony fadtus compos 
nam tutela durabat and finem ann 13. ſimul 1tque ad regn gu- 
dern.1tronem liebertoren. pe: vent, Syro'f Crit. ina Par 34+ 3+ 


[ 4 ] Fuller's Church-Hiltory, pth Buok, p. 424. 
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treaſure up in his Head and Heart, And upoti the 
Day that he was crowned King of Englard, when 
three Swords were oitered him, to ſignify that he 
was King of three Kingdoms, England, Fraxce, 
and Jrland ; [1] he 1s reported to have 1a d, There 
is one Sword wanting yet : ard being asked what 
that was , he ſaid it was the Bible: that Book is 
the Sword of the Spirit, 1a d he, 4ar to be preter- 
red betore all theſe. He was conſtant, tervent, and 
ſucceſs'ul in his private Devotions. [m7] How did 
his raichfal Prayer wonderſuily recover Sr. Fohu 


Cheek, his Sch:ol-maiter , who by his Phyticians 


was quite given OVer ior a dead Man ! How did he 
prom-te ard carry on the Reiormation of Rel'gi- 
on , from idolatry and Superſtition, in this Land 
ard Nation ! And when the Emperour Charles the 
fifth tent an Embaliadour with a menacing Mellage 
of War, in cate his Contin the Lady Atary ſhowld 
not be adm:tted rhe free exerciſe of the Maſs : and 
the Counc I thinking it ht to gratiiy the Emperour, 
engaged Arch-Biihop Cranmer, ard Biſhop Ridley 
to preſs the King with Pol t.ck Reaſons for the to- 
leration there:f; the King refuſed upon Scripture- 
Grounds to condelcend there1nto : and when he 
found them ſriil urgent , and very importanate 
with h:m ; at laſt he ulenced them with tus Tears, 
ard ſtopt their arguing with his Weeping , and 
forc'd them to weep in company with him. It is 
[0] reported of the early and eminently holy 
Mr. Jofeph Altein, that , when but a School-Boy, 
he was obſerved to be ſo ſtadions , that he was 
known as much by this Perzpbraſis (the Lad that 


will 


[/] Woltivs Leftion. Vemorab, [w] Fuller loc. Cit. p. 415, 
[oj Hi. Lite, p. 218, a20- 
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will not [p] play) as by his Name. And when in 
the Univeruty ; he ſo demeaned and carried him- 
felf, that he deſerved to be called the Scholar, who 
by bis good Will would do nothing elſe but pray and ſtu- 
dy. Yea fo early, as about the eleventh Tear of his 
Age, he was ncted to be very diligent in private 
Praier, and ſo fixed in that Duty , that he would 
not be diſturbed , or moved by the coming of any 
Perſon accidentally into the Places of his Retire- 
ment. And'tis remarkable, what is ſtoried [4] of 
a young Child, who died about five or ſix Tears old, 


that he would ſo beg, and expoſtulate, and weep 


in Praier, that ſometimes it could not be kept from 
the Ears of Neighbours ; ſo that one of the next 
Houſe was forced to cry out, The Praters and Tears 
of that Child in the next Houſe will ſink, meto Hell : 
becauſe the forward Piety aud Devotion of the 
Child, did reprove and condemn his neglect of 
Praier, or his ſlight Performance of it. And to 
what a Degree of good Underſtanding and holy 
Aiteftion had [r] that Child of Mr. Owen the Mi- 
niſter arrived ? who was but about fourteen Tears 
eld when he died : and in his Life time would often 

write 
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[p] Bibentibuws © colludentibus ali, ſe ſumto libro 1 
ſlvulam viciman ſeſe proripmit : tantifper in lia vel ad legen- 
dum conſulens, vl ad meditandum deambulans, donec ww 
hora cane domum revocarer, Melch. Adam in vie, Muſculi, 

. 369. Biſhop Azdrews, from his firit going to Merchant-Tay- 
Jor's School accounted all that Time loſt that he ſpent not in his 
Studics. He ſtudied fo hard wten others — that if his Pa- 
rents and Maſters had not forced him to play with chem alſo, all 
the Play had been marr*d. His Jate itudying by Candle, and 
early riſing at four in the Morning procured him Envy among 
bis equals, yea with-che Uſhers alſvu, becanſe he called them up 
tog ſoon, The Serm preached at the Fun. of By. Andrews, Þ. 17, 
[9] Mr. James Janeway's token for Children, p 30, 35. 
[7] Mr, White's little Book for little Children, p, 106, 107+ 
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write very ſerious Gedly Letters to his Brother, 
which ſhewed his great Picty, and happy improve. 
ment. Ard how 1avourily ard ſp rituaily he exer: 
ciſed himſel: in Meditation notavly appears in this 
Inſtance; that though he much dehghred in youny 
Lambs, yet one Day his Mother br:ng:ng a Lamb, 
newly fa'lenotan Ewe of h's; ard ihewing a little 
Diſpleaſure, that he (hold take no more notice 
of her bringing it to h'm : He cold her, that - as be 
ſaw the Lamb in ber Arms, he was thunkzng of the Lamb 
of Ged, how he preſented him ta the Father : and tha 
the Lamb his Mother brou; bt hi, was but a poor thing 
for him to rejoxce in, for he had far higher Matters far 
h:s Foy. S)me young ones have redeemed the Time 
of their Youth 3 Od» youſ> too. Be able to ſay 
npon better Grou::ds than the you's \ an in the 
Goſpel, that all God's Commards you have k:pt from 
your Touth up. Ihe Time of Touth $ a ſpecial Sea- 
fon of doing, and receiving g20d : T har's the firſt, 


The ſecond Particular Opportunity to be redeemed, 


2. As the M-rairg ofour Age, ſo the Morning 
of the Week, the firſt Day of the Week, is a ſpecial 
Time tobe redeen'd. Let this Day be religiouſly 
obſerved by us, which was applicd ard conſecra- 
ted , ſeparated ard appropriated to ſacred Uſes, 
and holy Offices, by the bleiled Apoſtles ; who 
were either commanded by Chriſt to do it, when 
for forty Dazes after h's Reſurrection he inſtrutted 
the Apoſtles , and * fpake ro them of the Things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God : Or, having received 
the holy Ghoſt, Chr ſt's Agent or Advocate, pro- 
miſed and ſeat toinſpire their Minds, to teach and 
ſhew 


IF" 
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ſhew them how to manage Afairs, and order 
Matters relating to the Church ; were extraordina- 
rily guided , and droinely direfted by the Spirit of 


| Chriſt, in this weighty Butineſs of the Surrogation 


and Subſtitution of the fr/# Day in the place of the 
Jewiſh ſeventh Day Sabbath, which was partly a 
Ceremonial Reſt,and was joined with the Ceremo- 
nial Law, ([a]the Services and Rites whereof were 
tobe obſerved in the Tabernacle and Temple upon 
this Day ) and was a diſtinguiſhing Sign , and Part 
of that Partition-wall whereby the Jews were ſepa- 
rated from the Gentiles; and was therefore fit to 
be now removed and laid aſide : And were more- 
over plainly lead to it by the Providence of God, which 
imprinted and put a-moſt notable Charatter and ig- 
nal Honour on this Day, and made it more excel- 
lent than any other , by Chriſt's Reſurrection, and 
Apparitions, and the Spirit's Miſſion upon it 
which were a remarkable pointing, and ſpecial 
ſingling out of this Time; and a clear Intimation, 
that this very Day ſhould be publickly kept, and uni- 
verſally obſerved, in perpetual Honour of the Lord 
Chriſt. [6] As the Sacrament is called *4\&7voy xv- 
@4%x0v, the Lords Supper, not only becauſe it is 
kept in Remembrance of the Lord®s Death, till his com- 
ing again; but becauſe it was inſtituted by the Lord 
boſe : So the firſt Day of the Week 1s expreily 
ſtiled + 1wfogy woe gum the Lord*s Day ;, not only 
becauſe it is obſervel by the Church in Memory: of 
the ReſurreCtion of the Lord Chriſt ; but becauſe 
it was appointed by the Lord Chriſt , becauſe he 
was the Author and Ordainer of it, cither 5mmed:- 

D atly 
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s] Lawſon's Theo-Polit, p. 182, 183. ; 
6) Words that have their Termination in xes ſignify aRtive's« 
1 Cor, 11.20, 23, 46. f Rev. 1. 10, 
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atly by himſelf; 'or” mediatly by his 'Apoſtles. 'And 
we cannot-imagine., thai there ſhall ever occur x 
ſufficient Reaſon for the [c]. Alteration of this to any 
'other Day ; for. we, can. never Took to receives 
richer Benefit in, this World than Redemption by 
Chriſt, who roſe from the Dead 5; and Santtifics 
tion by the Spirit,. ſent down from Heaven on this 
very Day. -We can never haye greater Bleſſings tg 
remember on -atnother Day , aud "therefore the 
Sanctificacion of. rhs Day muſt be perpetuated to the 

Evrd ot the World. p 
On this Day eſpecially the Apoſtles performed 
thoſe Oſkces, which are ft prope and molt agree 
able to a Sabbath-Day. * There was a Convention 
and Congregation of the Diſciples on the firſt Day of 
the Week,, to break Bread ;, and St. Paul preacht to 
them the ſame Day: And though the Apoſtles 
preached, and ceJebrated the Lord's Supper on « 
ther Dazes of the Week, yet why are theſe Things 
menticn.d as dohe-on that. Day JETaneny and re- 
markably , unlefsit were for ſome ſingular ' Emt- 
nency of this above any other Day ; and becauſe they 
were bound to do thoſe Duties on this Dy more 
than on any,other. . And the "Apoſtle gave cxpre 
Order , that f the Collettion for the Saints, a Wor! 
eſpecially fit for'/a Sabbath-Day,- ſhould be thadt 
particularly on the firff Day, that is, [4] every firf 
Day of the Week, which was the fore-ordair?d and 
. C(}ÞÞ 
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[ec]. VVho that is well jn{truQted would endure to hear of a 
Pope Sy ve/ter , that durit prcſ..me to alter the Day, decrceing 
that Thuifd :y thould be kept t.r the Lora's Day through the 
whole Year 3 beraufe-on chat-{)ay Ghritt aſcended into H-avens 
and on that Day inltitated the bleed. Sacrament of his Body and 


Bio d. Bp. Hai": Peace-maker, p. 198. ex Heſpinian, ae feſt 


Chriyt * Ats:0, 5, + 1Cor.i6. 1,2, 
[4] Beza un lee, Sy 
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caſtomary Day of the Chriſtian;rehgious, Church 
Aſſemblies. Upon Gor [ z] agarnſt):the:tirlt Day of 
the Week, every Perſon was to lay apart what 
God ſhould move and-encline him to offer. KP 

The Preparation and Separation of it was to beat 
home; every Week.: but the Collationand Contributt- 
onto be in the publick Congregation,every Lords Day. 
For, [_ f ] it was not reajonable for any to come to 
the Lord * empty, upon the Day of the moit {o- 
lemn Chrittian Atembly. - And this Day was ap- 
pointed for the Oblation of their Alzrs, becauſe of 
the wneſt:mable Benefits , and 1nhnite ,goad I hings 
we this Day had beitowed upon.us. 

And the Church of Chri#t has conſtantly obſerv'd 
this high Day, ever unce the Apoltles Dates , and 
ſpent it in Reading, Exhortation , Praier, Sacra- 
ments. © | g ] The Primitive Chriitians were fuf- 
pected to worthip the: Sr, becauſe they uſed to 
celebrate the Sunday. It was an ['þ] nfual Qneltt- 
on put of old by the Heathen to rhe Chrittians, be- 
fore ever they offer'd to torture and martyr them ; 
Num Dominicum fervaſti ? Did-youk&ep the Lord's 
Day ? To which they anſwer'd ,; Chriſtian i'm, 
mtermittere non poſſum, 1 am a Ghraltian, and dare 
not omit, or give over the Obſervation ot ut. 

This s a Day, in which Godisto be ſolemnly 
worſhipped and ſerved ; and Chriit to be public 0 

D' 2 | y 
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[e] By». of VV. Opaſc, Speech againlt Mr. Traſt P. 7 3+ ngre 
Wy ouþ34 my Soc V Vord is uſed Mark 15. 6. yg y 
$ogry'y. [he Senſe is, againſt the Fealt 

{ / } HammonA4's Par, * Exod. 13-15, Deurt. 16.16, 

[ g | Ss die Solis latitia indulgemms , al14 longs rationt cud 78 
Feligion® Solis, { cundo loco ab tw (urmms y qul diem Saturn otio 
© vides 1 ecermunt, exorbitantes & 4 [4 a fudaico more, quem 
#ggnor ant Tertul. Apol, c. 16. 

[4] Bp. of VV. Speech iu the Star-Chamber, Opulc, p. 74+ 
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ly magnified and glorified : A ſpecial Seaſon to be 

hid hold on ,. a particular Opportunity to be im 
proved for our Soul*s Good, This is a ſpecial 

of Grace, in which (as I may ſay) the Mint is go. 
ing, and in which we may take our Stamp of Ho- 
line. [;] This is the gainfulleft, the joyfulleſt Day of 
the Week; a —_ Harveſt, wherein we are to lay 
in ſtore for the whole Week, nay, for our whole Line, 
This is a Aarker-day for our Souls, in which we 
may trade for Eternity. This is a Day in which 
we may hearand underſtand the” Things thar'be- 
long unto our Peace. Pious and pathetical is that 
of the divine and holy Mr. Herbert , 


(Sunday.) 
O Day moſt calm, moſt bright, 
The Week were dark, but » thy Light : 
Thy Torch doth ſhow the Way. 


| (Sundaies.) 
They are the fruitful Beds and Borders 
In Gods rich Garden: that us bare, 
Which parts their Ranks and Orders, 
On Sunday Heaven's G ate ſtands ope |, 
Bleſſings are plentiful and rife, 
More plentiful than Hope. 


This is a Day, in which the moſt precious Con- 
modities that ever the World ſaw, or heard of, 

. areſet forth : in which the Riches and Treaſures 
of the Goſpel are opened, Chriſt himſelf offered, 

| his Merit and Spirit tendred ; Pardon and Grace, 
Light and Life, Strength and Comfort held ont 
and exhibited. This is a Day, in which no Pands- 


ral 


— 


[-] VVhole Duty of man, Partit, 2. (eR. 18+ 
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ra's Box is opened, but in which the Cabinet of 
God's Jewels is unlocked, and -his precious Gitts 
and Graces diſpenſed. This is a Day, in which a 
ſpiritual Mart, a divine Fazr is publickly kept : in 
which, with the wiſe Virgins, we may buy Ol for 
our Lamps ; buy ſpiritual Eye-/alve, to anoint our 
Eyes, that we may ſee (as our Saviour counſels ex- 
cellently) ; buy the Truth (as the wiſe Man adviſes 
us) and be perſwaded ſo well to like it, as never to 
ſell or parc with it : buy Wine, and Milk,, and 
Bread, to fill and ſatisfy our empty, hungry, and 
thirſty Souls : buy white Raiment , that we may be 
clothed , and that the Shame of our Nakedneſs 
may not appear : buy the Chriſtian's compleat Ar- 
mour, that we may be furniſhed for our Warfare, 
and well providcd againſt the Aſſaults of our Spi- 
ritual Enemies : buy Gold tried in the Fire, that we 
may be rich : yea, in which we may bny the Peart 
of Price ; in which we may receive and lay hold on 
Chriſt, and all his Benefits ; and embrace and ap- 
ply the great and precious Promiſes of. the Goſpel. 
This is a Day, in which the Word of God's Grace 
isopencd and applyed ; and the holy Sacraments , 
the Seals of the Covenant, frequently adminiſtred : 
in which we have the Priviledg of hearing God 
ſpeaking unto Sinners, and wooing and beſeeching 
Rebcls to be reconciled : and in which we may cn- 
joy the glorious Liberty of ſpeaking our ſelves to 
God, with an holy Boldneſs at the Throne of 
Grace ; and pouring out with one Accord our 
Supplications and Souls in Prater to him. This is « 
Day of ſolemn Reſt from ſervile Offices,ard world- 
ly Works: A Time of drawing nigh to God, and 
of meeting the Lord in his own Ordinances; of 
joining with the Saints and Servants of Ged, in 


the Worſhip of God, in Praiers to God, and the 
D 3 Praitcs 
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Praiſes of him : of having Communion arid Fellow: 
ſhrpwith the Father, and-with his'Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
throngh the bleited Spirit 3 and of enjoying a-kind 
of Heaven here upon Earth: 

The Lord*s Day, you ſee, is a. ſpecial Seaſon of 
Grace ard Mercy : O ler's be ſpiritually thrifty of 
this Opportunity : Let's not liveas if we were of 
the ſame Mind with the modern carnal Jews, who 
think (as the learned [ k ] Buxtorf tells us) that 
ſteeping exceſſively on their Sabbath is a great Honour 

one to Ged. 

Let's nor content our ſelves with an idle Reſt: 
Let our Reit be the Reit [/] of Aden, and not of 
Beaſts ;, and the Reſt ot holy Men, as holy: LeUs not 
only ceaſe from 1ecular Works, but exerciſe our 
rational and ſpiritual Faculties in heavenly and di- 
vine Employments ; and fet our ſelves to Works 
of Piety, Charity, and Mercy. Let us redeem this 
Time out of the Hands of the Devs/, the World, and 
onr own carnat , cozening, corrupt Hearts. Do 
nor olter to work the Works - of your Calling, the 
Works of the #!eſh, the Works of the Dev, on 
the Lord's Day : - Take heed -of ſerving the Devil 
more upon the Lord's Day, then on any other Day, 
than on all the Days of the Week beſides. Let not 
the Lora*s Daybe leiſure for the Devil; as if the 
firit Day ofrhe Week were Demoniacis potiits quam 
Domimicus ;, the Devil's and not the Lord's Day. 
Let not any Temptations, or Deluſions of Satan, 
keep and detain us from the publick Ordinance, di- 

vert 
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[+] Tempore Sabl ati matutmo, nw tame quen ſolint 
alias, 4,518; ſurpentes —_ / 0/7 mull.1m, volupt als certh 
mic guymn S1bbats aebiih rolends cauſa, ſfertuut. Qranig Cn 
m7 vel pr atss ſti pits percipuunt 5 tanis js devoiins Satbatum 
C lere ftartrnurt, huxtorf. Synag, Judaic. C, 11 initio, 

** [/] Lawſon's Theo-Pol, p. 179. 
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yert our Attention at it, and hinder our Spiritual 
Benelt by it. - Let not any Kecreations, and ſcn- 
ſual Plealures ,. upon this Day elpeclally, hiuder 
the Performance or Family-Durties, and private re- 
ligious Exerciles.: Let not vain Thoughts this Day 
lodge within us, and juſtle out heaycnly -Medita- 
tions. ' Let not, worldly zmpertinent Diſcourſes, up- 
on this Day, ſhut out more proiitable Chrittian 
Coniecences. 

_ The Lord's Day, it is the moſt conſiderable Ad- 
yantage, the moit notable Opporturity. chat ls at- 
forded us, aid the bei# Price that 1s put wuto our 
Haids ai,tac Week long. You have icveral Nar- 
ke-daics in the Week,tor civil Aiiairs, aud world- 
ly 4utereiis : but you have this one only for tpiri- 
tual and eternal Interelts and Advantages.  U: do 
not neglect ſo great Salvation as is this Day, otiered 
and teudred to you. Having ſuch an excellent 
Price iu your Hands, O be not ſuch Fools as uot to 
make a good aud a right Uſe of it. * [] Mr. &r 
chard Capel, preiling the ſtri-t Oblcrvauon of the 
Lo:d's Lay, would ulually ſay, that we ſhould go to 
ſleep that Nught with Meat us our Mouths (44 u were) 
The Lord's-day being our bei!t Opportunity , it 
we mis-ſpend that, we cannot be ſaid to rede2m the 
Time. 

Now that we may redeem the Lord's-day to 
good Ettects, and -uleful Purpoſcs, let us not be 
wanting to put our ſelves ia a fie Preparation tor the 
due Oblervation of it : not ouly by previous Medl- 
tation of the Day, and the Duties of it; but by 
ordering aright the conitant Courſe of our Con- 
verſation , and labouring tor habitual Sanctuica- 

D 4 CLO1N., 


rt renee 
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[mm] Mr. / alentine Marſh.ul 1 his Preface before Cupti's 
Remains, 
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tion. Let us every Day le a thoſe that expett to 
have Communion with God the next Lord's-day, 
Let us act ſo regularly all the Week, that nothing 
may be done by us, which may breed any ſtrange- 
neſs between God and us, and hinder our delight- 
ful Converſe with him on his own Day : that on 
that ſacred, ſeparated Day, we may not bring the 
freſh Guilt of any groſs and wilful Sin along with 
us, which may make us bluſh and be aſhamed to 
come into his .Preſence. Let us walk ſo circum- 
ſpectly every Day, that upon the Return of his 
own Day, we may meet him witha pure and clear 
Conſcience, with clean Hands, and clean Hearts, 
and may be made joyful in his Houſe of Praier. That 
we may keep the Lord's-day holy, let us ſtrive 
and ſtudy to live hohlily all the Week ; and be fo 
provident and diligent , as to finiſh and diſpatch 
in the ſix Dales all kinds of ſecular Works , and 
common Employments ; that no $1» committed on 
the one hand, nor any Buſinef of our Calling omit- 
ted on the other, may diſturb and ſlacken our At- 
tention , diſtra't and diſcompoſe us in the Exer- 
ciſe of our Devotion ; but that we may cheerfully 
and fruitfully ſpend the Lord"s-day in the Lora"s 
Work,, Let us every Day carry our ſelves ſo ſpiri- 
tually , and perform our Cloſet and Family religj- 
ous Duties ſo conſcionably and conſtantly ; that 
we may be the fitter and readier to ſpend this 
choice, ſelet Day in the ſolemn Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God ; and may go through the ſeveral Du- 
ties of it with leſs Tediouſneſs, and more Delight. 
Let us be with God ſome part of every Day, that 
ſo we may grow into Acquaintance with him ; and 
may talte the Sweetneſs, and experience the Gain- 


fulneſs of Communion with him ; and long for the - 


return of the Lord's-day, that we may meet and 
enjoy 
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enjoy him in the publick Ordinances , and have 
Opportunity of larger and freer Converſe with 
him. Let us pray to God every Day, that ſo, by 
ung our ſelves to the Duty , we may be the bet- 
ter diſpoſed to join in Prater with the Congrega- 
tion on the Lord's-day. Let us read the Bible e- 
very Day , and daily do whatever we know to be 
our Duty ; and this will make us more apt to hear, 
and the better prepared to receive the Word that 
is preached on the Lord's-day. 

And when the Lord*s-day comes, let us get up as 
early as may be, that ſo we may havethe more 
Time before us to work the Work of God in : And 
take ſome Pains to prepare our ſelves in private, for 
our better Attendance upon the publick, Ordinan- 
ces ; and rzmely ['z) reſort to the Place of publick 
Meeting ; Follow the Counſel of holy Mr. Herbert ; 


Co] Sundates obſerve : think,, when the Belis do 
chime 
Tis AngePs Muſick. therefore come n0t late. 
God then deals Bleſſings : if a King did ſo, 
Who would not haſte, nay give, to ſee the Show ? 
-— ——— - O be dreſt ;, 
Stay not for thother Pin: why thou haſt loſt 
A Foy for u worth Worlds, Thus Hell doth jeſt 
Away thy Bleſſings, and extreamly flout thee, 
Thy Clothes being faſt but thy Soul looſe about thee. 


And when thou art come into the Church,watch 
over thy Behaviour there : make thy ſelf all Reve- 


Yence 


Q_—_—_—_— 


—— 


ſn] Qn:1/quis mmcolit crvitatem, in qua extat Synagogay © 
1mbi non precatur cumcatu publico, u eff qus merite dicitur 
malus vicinss. Dittum Maimonidis, 
| +] The Church-porch, p. 14. 
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rence and-Fear. Open thy Ears; but ſhut thy Eieg 
toall diitracting Objects. 


ie [#] Who marks in Church-time others Symmetry , 
Makes all their. Beauty bus Deformuty, 


As.the ſame Divine,Poet-patherically exprelles it, 

Let God and Angels (ce your molt devour Behavi- 
. Our , and ferious, Compolure, the whole Time of 
Prater : And give all diligent cloſe Attention to 
the Word of God, read and preach'd. Do not carp 
:and;catch, jelt and jearar the Preacher's Language 
or*. Expreiſion. Do not ſhew by your vain and 
prophane Carriage, your ridiculous Geſtures, and 
unieemly Actions , your Laughing and W hiſper- 
ing , Toying and Talking, that you flight aud 
contemn the [9] Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, 

And when, on the Lords-day the Lord's Table is 
Lichly furniſh'd with a ſpiritual Banquet,make'not 
needleſs and frivolous Excnſesto abſent your ſclves 
from this Marriaze-fealt. If any crowd mm, that 
have not' a Weddmy-Garment ; let not this make 
you ftay oxt, that have one. Loſe not your Portion 
of this heavenly Food , becauſe of others imprepa- 
ration. Though others eat and drink their own 
Damnation, let your Faith feed on Chrilt to your 
own Salvation. By your frequent receiving of this 
Sacrament, ſhew your. rcal Senſe of your own need 
of it, your high prizing and valuation ot it, your 
hearty Thankulnels to Chrilt for it, your Obedi- 
'ence to your Lord, who docs not only wouchſafe it 
as a Privileage , but command tt as a Duty : Do this 

mn 


. 
—— _ ————Y 


[»] The Church-Porch, p. 15. 
[o} Gud cailerh P: caching folly, Do not grudg to pick out 
Treatuies trom an carthin Pot, The Church Porch, p, 15. 
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in Remembrance of me.” Perform this'eafie ſweet Com- 
mand of thy dying Lordand Saviour, who has free 
and delivered thee by his Death from the beaup 
Yoke ard grievous Bondage of Jewiſh Sacritices and 
Obſervances. O ler our Hearts, at ſuch a Time;z 
be broken and blecd at the Remembrance of our 
Sins, Which brake Chriit*s Body , and ſhed his 
Blood. behold in the Sacrifice and bloody 'Death 
of Chriit, repreſented in this Sacrament, the odiouſ=- 
nef and baſeneſs of your own 5475s : arid reſolve to be 
the Leath of that, which was the Death of Christ ;; 
and rather to ae, than willingly to do that tor which 
Chriſt died. Abhorr the "Thoughts of wilfully 
chooling ſo greatan Evil, as once brought ſo great 
a Pumſhment apou ſo great a Perſon as the holy Je- 
ſus, the wel:-beloved Son of: God. Conſider fſeri- 
ouily upon this Occahlion, that it God would not 
ſpare Chrilt, when he, who kvew no Sin, was, by 
yoluntary, charitable Ailumprtion of our Guilt, to 
an{wer tor our Sins; to be ſure then he will rot 
ſpare us, if we wilfully run on in Sin, and obſti- 
nately allow our 4elves therein , notwithſtanding 
ſo convincing 4 Demonſtration ot his ſin-hating Holt- 
nels and vindicative jultice. Upon due Meditation 
draw this Conclution, (which 1s the excellenc Rea- 
ſonirg of the [p] learned Gretzz ) that sf God would 
not pardon the Sins , no not of penitent Perſons, unleſs 
Chriſt did ſubſtitute himſelf in their Room, and ſtand 
in their Stead, to bear the Puniſnment 5 much 1s will 
he ſuffer unreclaimable Rebels, ard comtufmacious Sin- 
nersi0 go unpniſhed, 


When 


[+] Facilis eft collefio, ſi Dems ne reſipiſcentibus quiten 


pecre rt a remilriere volut, niſl Chriſto mn fa 1 As ſuccedente 7; lis 
rinks inwultos fintt compurnaces, Grot. dc Sati.taa, Chit, 
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When Chriſt is ſet forth, in this Sacrament, cru 
Eified before your Eies ,, think, how he intended and 
aimed at our Mortification and Sandtification, in 
his Death and Paſſion : * Who gave himſelf for m, 
that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify 
to bimſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works: 
+ Who hu own ſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree ;, that we, being dead to Sin, ſhould live unto 
Righteouſneſs. Let us yield, that Chriſt ſhould have 
his Endin his Death ; and never allow our ſelyes 
to live in Sin, which will render us uncapable of 
receiving the Benefit of Chrifs Death. Think, 
how the Unholineſs of our Lives is a greater wrong 
to Chriſt, than the Jews being the very Death of 
him : becauſe (as the [9] learned Dr. Fack/on notes) 
It is more againſt the Will, and Liking, and good 
Pleaſure of our Saviour ; whoſe Will was regulated 
by Reaſon, and was a conſtant Rule of Goodneſs : 
for, though a painful, ſhameful Death, and that 
Inflifted by his own People, went much againſt his 
human WAll; yet he choſe rather to die, and to 
ſuffer the moſt afflictive Circumſtances of Death 
for us, than to ſuifer us to liveand die in our Sins, 
and in the Servitude and Power of Satan. 

Shall we pretend, when we approach to the Ta- 
ble of our Lord, affectionately to remember a loy- 
ing dying Saviour , and to deſire to have his de- 
mory contzuued and tranſmitted to Poſterity ; and 
= ſo much forget him, upon the return of any 

emptation, as tO repeat that which was the Death 
of him? Shall we weepat the Sacrament, and ſeem 
to be hugely troubled for thoſe Sins which were the 
Cauſe of Chrilt*s Sorrows ; and yet go about again 

to 


— 
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[7] D.. Jackſon, Vol, 3. p. 343» 344, 345+ 
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to deſtroy , and to crucify Chrift afreſh ? Shall we 
commemorate at the Lord?s Supper our wonderful 
Redemption by the precious Blood of Chriſt ; and 
when we have done ,, ſhall we do the Devil more 
work and ſervice than the Lord Chriſt? O what a 
Reproach is this to Chriſt, and what a Sport to the 
Devil,that they, that pretend to remember ChriſPs 
Dying for them, ſhould not find intheir hearts tol5ve 
to him ! [q]St. Cyprian brings in the Devil boaſting 
and bragging againſt our Saviour, and inſulting 0- 
yer us filly and ſinful Wretches, in this manner 3 
1 have endured no Buffetings, nor born Smitings with 
the Palms of Men's Hands : I have ſuffer*d no Scourge 
ings, nor under-gon the Crofi for any of theſe : nor have 
I redeem d my Family with the Price of my Paſſion and 
Blood-ſhedding : yet ſhew me, O Chriit, fo many, ſo 
buſy, ſo painful, ſo dutiful Servants of thine, as I 
am able to ſhew thee every where of mine. Bring 
forth, if thou canſt, ſuch a Number of Perſons, 
who devote themſelves , and give their Labours, 
Eſtates, and Time to thee ; as 1 can eaſily pro- 
duce of thoſe, who do all this to me. 

When thou profelleſt to remember that Chriſt 
died for thee , O die ro that for which hedied : 
Offer thy ſelf to him, and lay out thy ſelf for him , 
who once offered himſelf for «s, and in the Sacra- 
ment offers himſelf ro 9s. Think no Duty too 
much for him. For Shame, for Shame, - not 
erve 


mm_— 


[9] Egoproiſtis quor mecum vides nec alapas aeceps, wee flas 
gella ſaſtmmus, nee crucem pertuls, ntc ſanguinem fuds, nec fami- 
liam meam pretio pajſronu & cruor redems 1 ſed nec regnum ul» 
ls calefte promitto, nec ad paradiſum - rs 1mmertalitare 
denulrevoco 3: Twor tales, Chrilte, demonſira : ---- Viz tus mes 
pertwntibus adaquantur, quit 4 tt divins mercedibus I prems 


caleſtibus honerantwr, Cypr. de Opere & Klcemoſynis, p. 220, 
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ferve any longer a bloody Murtherer, inſtead of 2 
Hlelſed Saviour and merciful Redeemer. 
-Eet our Thoughts and Meditations dwell upon 


the Demonſtration, given us in the Sacrament of 


theLord's Supper, of Chriſt's exceeding, mmcompa- 
roble Love to Mankind. See there, how contrary 
the ſweet and kind Nature of Chrilt is, to the cru» 
e and execrable Nature of the old Tyrant, the De- 
vil: For (as the learned [7] Dr. More very well 
vblerves) whereas the Devil (who by unjust Vſurparion 
had got the Government of the World into hws own 
bands, tyrannizing with the greate#F Cruelty and Scorn, 
That can be imagined over Mankind) thirſted after bu- 


mane Blood, and in 'mo#t Parts of the World required, 


the Sacrificing of Men ;, which could not ariſe from any 

thing elſe but a ſalvage Pride, and Deſpight ag aintt 

vw: This new gracious Prince of God's own appointing , 

;Chrift Feſws, was ſo far from requiring any ſuch will am- 

cons Homage , that himſelf became at ' once one grand 
eand allſufficient Sacrifice for us, to expiate the Sins of 

"all Mankind, and ſo to reconcile the World to God. 

Shall not all this diſengage us from Sin and Satan, 
and win and gain us over to Chriſt? 

- -And Jet Chriſt's Death make 'thee- ſtudy to do 
« fomething anſwerable to the -deare(ti1.ove of the 
"God 'and Father of or © Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has 
"dealt fo graciouſly © with thee, as to transfer the 
-Punifhment from rhee upon his Son, 'and;ſo bounti- 
- fully with thee, as to give his own Son for thee, 

and to thee, Obleſs and praiſe God, by ſtudying 
todo ſuch good Works, as may provoke others to 

- bleſs and glorify him. 
And when you come home from the publick Ordi- 
nance, take heed you do not entangle- your ſelves 
with 
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[+] His Mi fiery of Godtinz(s. p. 137, 245. 
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with Buſmeſſes, or Recreations ;, which have as mu 
Power to render the publick Duties ineftetual, - 
ter, as before their Periormaiice : But carefully 
ſpend that which is not Church-time, in Veditatt- 
on, Praier, Reading, favoury- Speeches , heaven- 
ly Diſcourles, and the conſcionable Performance 
of ſuch Duties as tend to your own and others Edi- 
fication. 

Let Magiſtrates redeem the Loyd"s-day , by perſa- 
nally frequerting, open owning and counterarcing 
the publick Worihip of God, and Ordinances of 
Chrii: ; a:.d by improving the utmoſt of their P 
wer for the Glory &: God, ard Horour of 'Religt- 
on, 11 the zealous Prevertion, or ſpeedy Refot- 
n:2c0n of the Lorrid Proſazaiicn ot the Lord's 
day ; and vir. as promoting the gencfal Sapt- 
ficatio: Of it ; our Of {eriou> Conſideration; arda 
ſtrong Conviction, that the Preſervation and Conti- 
nuance of Religion doth much depend upon the due 
Obſervation of the Lords-day : And that a Diſ- 
eltecem, and Neglect of the SanQification Of that 
Day, does quickly cauſe a Iamentable Decay of 
Chriſtian Piety, and halten the infliftion of [5] fear- 
ful Judgments upon a Latd aud Nation. 

Let themdo this, in imitation of the brave and 
toly-ſpirited ® Neheniah, who teſtified againſt, and 
contended with the -notorious Profaners and Viola- 
cors 
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(s] It is ſomewhat remarkible, and pe - altogetlier ro be ne. 
gletted, tha even in this Nation, upon rhe publick Allowance 
of Sports and Kecreations upcnthe Lord's.day , which is our 
Chaiitian Sabbath, C1 11 and bloody VVais, and Ruin of the 
Roy?l Family, ſhould ſo'ſbortly follow 3 and that rhe'Hand of 
God thould be molt againi{t thoſe, who by V Vriting, VVords, 
or Practice, had maintaived the lawfulneſs of that DoAtine, 
L awſon's Theo-Polit, p. 81, 

” Nel.em. 13. ftcm 15: to 22, 
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tors of the Sabbath-day ;, and would not ſuffer the 
open ſelling of Victuals, and Wares ; the tradin 
with Commodities, and —_ of Burthens, 
doing the ſervilWorks of their ordinary Callings on 
that Day. Did not your Fathers thus, ſaies he ; and 
did not our God bring all this Evil upon us, and upon 
this City ? yet ye bring more Wrath upon Iſrael by pro- 
faning the Sabbath. 

Let Magiſtrates ſee to the Obſervation, and look 
to the SanCtification of this Day ; and fo become 
the happy Inſtruments, and bleſſed Means of the ſubs- 
liſting and flouriſhing of Religion in the World , 

of keeping up in the Minds and Hearts of Men a 

Senſe of God, a Senſe of Sin, a Senſe of Duty to 
God and Man, a Senſe,or believing Apprehenſion 
of a certain Reward or Puniſhment, a Senſe of 
Heaven and Hell, a Senſe of Eternity : of beget- 

ting and preſerving a Tenderneſsand Quicknelſs in 

Men's Conſciences, which are apt to be roufed and 
awakened under every Ordinance : of maintaining 
the Life of Religion and the Power of Godlineſs : 
of upholding the outward Worſhip and Service of 
God, and heightning and increaſing the inward He- 
our, and hearty Love and Fear of him : A! which 
depend, in a great meaſure, upon Magiſtrates ſecu» 
rig, what lies in them, the due and facred Obſer» 
vation of the Lord?s-day. 

Let Miniſters redeem the Lord's-day ;, not by com- 
poling their Sermons , or commutting them to 
their Memories on that Day, (which Toll and Task 

is fitter to be the Labour of other Daies) but by 

ſtriving to work their Sermons and Diſcourſes up- 
on their own and others Hearts and Conſciences. Let 
them ſpend that Day in [#] wreſtling with God 


it 


[4] Dextiris loquentur cum hominibas, qui privte tots men- 
re cum Deo fucrimt collocuti, Eraſm, 
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in ſecret, for Aſſiſtance in, anda Bleſſing upon 
their. pablxck Employment : In firſt confelling their 
own Sins in their prevare Cloſers ;, and in begging 
divine Gifts and Graces , to make them able Mini- 
ſters of the New Teltament ; in ſetring right their 
anns and ends in all their Exerciſes and Underta- 
kings; and in imploring the ſpecial, ſpiritual, gra- 
cious, powerful Preſence of God with his own Or- 
dinances. And thenin humbly conlie.ling the Sins 
of the People in the pablick Congregation , 1n carneſt- 
ly praying for their Souls, and praiiing God tor his 
wonderiul Mercics in the Mediator , for the happy 
Reltauration of linful and miſerable Mankind, and 
the Communications of himſelf to the loſt World 
by Jeſus-Chriit : In propounding and preſling the 
moit ſound and ſolid Reaſons ; the molt convin- 
cing, cogent Arguments , to engage them to their 
Dutics ; and in giving , with the greatelt Expret- 
(102 ol Aﬀection, the molt proper Directions, and 
ſeaſonable Counſels, to gude them in the Way.to 

Heaven. 
And, Let the People redeem the Lords-day, by pri- 
vately reading, or hearing read, {ome Part and Por- 
tion of Scripture, which would ſeaſon their Hearts, 
and make them more teachable, when they hear the 
Word publickly read or preach'd : By praying for 
themſelves to the Shepherd and Biſhop of their Souls; 
and by praying for ther Miniſter to the chief Shep- 
herd; that Shepherd both of Shepherd and Sheep, 
of Paſtor and People , that great Prophet and 
Teacher of his Church ; that he would teach their 
Teacher, inſtruct their Inſtructor, and fo lead and 
guid him by his Word and Spirit; that he may ſate- 
ly conduCt them by ſound and ſeaſonable Doctrine, 
and winning Example, in the Way — 
Yea, Let them redcem the Lord's-day, by attend- 
E ing 
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ing 0n the Lord without DiſtraCtions z by joinin 
in the publick, Prayers ;, by being preſent at publ; 
Bapeiſo , thatthey themſelves may be minded and 
remembred of theit own Baptiſmal Vow and Co- 
venant : By worthy and frequent recelving the bo- 
= ommunion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; By 

Ligent hearing the Word preacht ; By ſerious 
Meditation on it, and conſcionable Practice of it ; 
and by charging themſelves, and humbly deſiring 
God to help them, to walk worthy continually of 
the Means, Mercies and Priviledges they enjoy : 
By maintaining heart-warning Conference 3 By 
charitable Vilitation of , and Miniſtration of ſea- 
ſonable, ſuitable Counſel and Comfort to any ſick 
and weak, atltlicted or diſtreſſed Perſons : By ac- 
knowledging all their Offences to God, and A- 
mendment of the ſame ; and by endeavouring hear- 
tily to reconcile themſelves charitably to their 
_ hbours, where any Difference or Diſpleaſure 

$ been. 

Tou that are Maſters and Governours of Families, 
redeem the Lord's-day for your ſelves, and cauſe 
your Families to redeem it. "The Lord of the Sab- 
bath commandeth , that thox, and thy Son, and thy 
Daughter , thy Man-ſervant, thy Maid-ſervant, and 
all wuthin thy G ate, keep that Day holy. Set not, ſuf- 
fer not your Servants to work, nor your Children 
or Servants to play on this Day. Be as much aſha- 
med to ſee your Child or Servant ſteal and take 
Gods Time to themſelves, as you would be to find 
them p-lfering or ſtealing from your Neighbour. You 
can keep your Servants cloſe to your own work, all 
the Week-daies : See that they neglect not the 
Work, of God on the Lord%s-day. Will you make 
them labour for you ſix Dates together , and will 
Rox you cauſe them to ſerve God one Day in ſeven ? 
Be 
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Be at leaſt as much concern'd in Caſe of neglett of 
God's Service, as you are at any Time when your 
own Work, and Family-buſineſs is negletted. Do ir 
for God's ſaks + Shew that you love the Honour of 
God, and not only reſpect your own Commodity, 
and look to your own Advantage. Do it for your 
Servant”s ſake : Make it their Bulineſs to do God 
Service, that they may be.approved and rewarded 
by lym. Yea do it for your own ſake. Make your 
Servants God's faithful Servants, that ſo they may 
roye more fairhful to you ; and thatGod may 
lelsthem in your Service; and that your Work 
may thrive and ſucceed in their Hands. Or this 
Day eſpecially , call thy Family , thy whole Famuly 
to Famuly-duties : prepare them for , and halten 
them to the publick Ordinances, It is reported of 
[w] Dr. Chaderton, the firſt Maſter of Emmanzel- 
Colledg, that he was marricd three and fifty Years , 
and yet in all that Time he never kept any of 
his Servants fromthe Church , to dreſs his Meat ; 
ſaying, that he deſired as much to have his Servants 
krow God, as bimſelf. And it was the Cuſtome of 
the Reverend and pious [x] Dr. Goxge, to forbear 
providing of Suppers the Eve before, that Servants 
might not be occalioned thereby to ſit uplate : net- 
ther would he ſuffer any [ y ] Servant to ſtay at 
hoine for dreſſing any Meat upon the Lord's-day, 
for the Entertainment of Friends, whether they 
were mean or great, few or many, Take = 
E 2 a- 


[#] M. Clark in his Life. 

[x] See his Life among Mr. C'4r4's Lives of ten Em Div. 

[ 3] Die Dommid,wt in fefber, licet etiam crhorwm lautic- 
rem Apparatum haberes, qudmVvir in us parandis ne mie: 4 
rmiediantur , © ſer vor wan anime detrimentuwm non neceſſ ar 161 
Wcurrant, (ſummepere curandum et, Baxter Mech. Th. pait, 3, 
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Family to Church along with you 3--and when you 
return home again, examine , catechize , inform, 
inſtruct them , recapitulate the \Sermon., .read the 
Scripture and good Books to them, whet practical, 
prohtable, neceliary, ſaving Truths on them ; ſing 
Pſalms among them, and pray moſt heartily and 
afleCtionately with and for them, | 
And you that are Servants, who have little. leiſure, 
moſt of you , -On other Dazes; and who live, too 
many of you , in ſuch profane and ungodly Families, 
where you hear not ſo much as ove Prazer put up 
to God, nor one Line of the Word of God- read, 
nor one ſerious Word ſpoken of God all the Week 
long : what reaſon have you caretully to redeem the 
Lord's-day ? toredeem it in publick,,, by devoutly 
attending to the Prayers that are made, and the 
Word that is both read and preacht in the publick 
Congregation : And to redeem it in private, by ta» 
king all poſſible Occaſions toretire and go aſide by 
your ſelves, to conlider in ſecret the needs of your 
Souls, to examine your Hearts and States, to re- 
view your Lives and Actions, to humble your 
ſelves in Confeſſion of Sin, and to pour out your 
Souls in Prayer for Pardon and Grace; to read 
the Bible, and ſome inſtruCftive , prattical Wri- 
tings of the molt judicious, experimental Divines 
apt to inform your Judgments, and to work and 
prevail upon your Aﬀections : to ſet your ſelves to 
meditate of God , todraw out and engage your 
Hearts to God ; rather than to laviſh out, and 
throw away thoſe precious Hours, in foolilh Talk, 
and frothy Diſcourſe ; or in gadding abroad, and 
walking idly in the Fields, and recreating your 
Bodies rather than your Souls, and in thruſting 
God, and turning Religion wholly out of your 
Minds and Hearts, and nouriſhing your ſelves in 
Igno- 
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lgnorance of God,! and Unacquaintance with him, 
and in Encrealing the Atheiſm of your Hearts and 
Lives, and hardening your own and others Hearts, 
through the Enſnarements of the World, and the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 

But, it may be, you will ſay, you are hard 
wrought all the Week, lonz ; and you. have reaſon to 
take your eaſe and pleaſure, and to reſt and recreate 
your tired Bodies one Day in ſeven, that ſo you may 
endure your Labour, and go through all your 
Work the better, 

I anſwer ; that your very Ceſſation in any meas» 
ſure from your wonted Laboar, is an eaſe and re- 
lief to your weary Bodies : and that the very 
change of your Work and Occupation from ſecular 
ſervile Employment to ſpiritual divine Worſhip 
and Service ; and the Dzverſion of your Minds from 
worldly Buſinelles to the Offices and Exerciſes of 
Religion (if you would but acquaiut your ſelves 
with them, and uſe your ſelves to them) would be 
delightful and refreſhing to you : And the Peace 
and Quiet, Joy and Comfort of a good Conſcience, 
in the taithful Diſcharge of your Duty to God, and 
a tender Care of your immortal Souls, would 
ſtrengthen and hearten yoa to bear all the Burthen of 
the hardelt Labours of your domeſtick Mini:teries 
in conſideration, that your heavcnly Father, Lord 
and Maſter , will accept and reward your Works of 
Piety,, and blef and proſper the Works of your 
Hands, in the Houſhold-buſineſſes, and Family- 
employments , incumbent on you, and belonging 
to you. Rather break your Sleep, to riſe the ear- 
lier, than loſe the Opportunities of that Day : 
Or, chuſq toleave, and live out of thoſe Families , 
in the which you are forced to live without God, 
are debarr*d from his Scrvice, and cau have no 1 1- 
C3 berty 
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berty allowed you to mind God: and your Souls, 
on a Day that was purpoſely ordamed and appoint- 
ed for your ſpiritual Proficiency and Improve- 
ment, | 

Let the Poor of this World redeem this Day, by ta- 
king this Opportunity to labour ſpiritually for the 
Meat which periſheth not, but endureth to everlaſting 
Life ;, and by hearing the Goſpel preact*d-in this 
Seaſon to them, to become rich mm Faith, rich in 
Grace; to know, and to partake of the Grace 
ard Favour, the Love and Kindneſs of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt ; who, though he was rich, yet , for our 
J-kzs became poor, that we through his Poverty might 
be made rich, Yo that are poor, and mean, and 
low in the World, and who cannot take ſo much 
Time as others to wor(hip and enjoy God on the 
Week-Dajes, ſee that you well improve this Day, 
Now you are releaſed irom ſecular Bulineſles and 


common Services, and your Bodies refF from their - 


hard Labours ; be ſure that you ſpiritually buſie, 
and holily employ your ſelves in the Service of 
Gcd. 

Let me likewiſe charge them that are rich in this 
World, to redcem this choiceſt Part of their Time ; 
ard in it to endeayour to be rich toward God, rich 
in God; to lay up for themſelves a Treaſure mm 
Heaven, toobtain the true, certain, durable Rich- 
es; which, when they fazl, will never leave them ; 
but when they remove, will bear them company in- 
to the other World. 

Ard here let mc hint to you of the Gentry, what 
[z] Dr. Pant /fick/cwait once urged and prelled in 
a Sermon at the Temple ; that Gentle-folk,, of all 
Perple , are oblivcd to a ftritt obſervation of the Lord®s- 

| diy 


= 


[4] Fullr's Church-Ailt, B. 1x; p- 146, 
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The Gentry, in compariſon , re## all the 
Week long : their Cheeks are not moiſtened with Sweat ;, 
their Hands are not hardened with hard Labour ;, they 
are not tired and wearied out with pains-taking : 
They who take their Pleaſure, and recreate them- 
ſelves every Day in the Week, have nothing toplead 
for Recreations on the Lord's-day. Though, fer 
my own part, I ſhould be far from indulging a Liber- 
ty to any, to take ſuch Recreations 44 hinder the De- 
votions due to any part of the Lord's-dazy, and are 
Impzdiments to the Sanctification of it aright, Ler 
all indaſtriouſly redeem the Lord*s-day. 

And take we heed we redeem it not by halves : 
but let's religiouſly obſerve, and covetoully redeem 
the whole Lord's-day. 

Weare bound in juſtice ro God to do it; becauſe 
God has ſet a Day , not a Picce of a Day , apart 
for himſelf , and requires this Portion and Tribwe 
of Time to be paied to him, who has graciouſly g'- 
yen us all our Time. We ſhould beas much, yea 
more afraid, to ſteal God*s Time, than Mens Goods. 
Do not only obſervethe former Part of the Day, 
repairing to the Church or Chappel in the Mor- 
ning, but commonly and cuſtomarily abſenting 
your ſelves, and growing quite weary of any ſuch 
Duty in the Afrer-no0n - for God has allotted and 
appointed a ſeventh Part of our Time for his own 

orſhip and Service : but if yoa keep only one 
half of the Lord's-day, you give God but a four- 
tenth Part of your Time : Nay, of one Day in ſec- 
ven, I fear, too many ſpare him no more, than 
that Time only, which their AMorning- Attendance 
takes up in publick on the Lord*s-day. And here 
| appea! to their own Reaſon, whether ir be a meet 

fie Thing, that rational Perſons , created by 
God, and redeemed by his Son , ſhoald attord to 
E 4 the 
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The Worſhip and Service of God and Chriſt, and 
the great concerns of their immortal Souls, bat two 

Hours at moſt of the whole Lord 5-day ;, and it ma 
Þe no more of the whole Week, ) and ſhall ſpend thoſe 
Hours in a formal , cuſtomary, .cold and heartleG 
Worſhip of an infinitely holy and Juſt Deity , the 

tremendous, impartial Judg of Angels and Men. 

Grudg nor to give God one whole Day in ſeven, 
who largely and libera'ly grants and allows ſix 
whole Daics in ſeven to you : and who deſigns a 
greater _ and Advantage to you by your Ob- 
ſervation of this one Day, than pollibly can accrue 
to you. by the carefulicſt and painfulleſt worldly 
Improvement of all the reſt. O believe, and conli+ 
der, that the taking out of this one Day, and ſcttir g 
}t apart for ſuch an excellent Service, and high Em- 
ployment as you are called to in it, is certainly the 
greateſt Gift of all. How can you be loth to ſpend 
one Day m ſcven in Familiarity with Heaven, in 
communion with your Maker, and Fellowſhip with 
your Saviour ? Let us all call the Chriſtian Sab- 
ath , the Lord's-day, a Delight : take as much 
Cantentment and Satisfation in doing on this Day 
the Exerciſes of Religion, as Men uſually rake in 
doing the Works of their ordinary Ca'lim; : take 
as much Pleafure in Gods Service, as others take in 
Sia and Vanity. Let us ſpend the Lord's-day, as 
becomes thoſe, who profeſthat they love God better, 
and delight in him re than in any Thing in the 
World : Sperd it as they that are glad of fo ho- 
nourable , and profitable, and pleaſurable an Em- 
ployment , as the publick and private” Worſhip- 
ing of God. Let us go to the Houſe of God with 
Joy. Let the Church, on the Lord*s-day, be a 
Banquetting-houſe, ard nota Priſonto us. Do but 
pring your ſclyes to ſpend the Lord's-day with 
v, 
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and | Delight, . and then you will keep it t0.the End 
tro | of it) 
may The Jews were bound to keep 4 whole Day holy, 
hoſe in a grateful Memory. of the leſſer Benefits of the 
tleG © Creation , and their Deliverance out of egypt - 
the And (hall not we ſolemnly obſerve the whole Lord®s- 
N. day, in a thankful Remembrance of, greater Bleſ- 
"Ven, ſings ? not only of the Goodneſs of God in our Cre- 
3 ſix ation , but of his Grace and Mercy in our Redem- 
s 4 ption, and Deliverance from Hell, and Death e- 
Ob- ternal. We have greater Engagements tO do It , 
Tue than they : not only greater Maotives, but. greater 
dly [4] Means too. We have greater - Variety of pu- 
nlt blick Exerciſes on the Lord's-day, than they had 
Ing on their Sabbath : We have more Scripture ro 
,M- reade in private than they had : We have the Old 
the and New Teltament ; many Expolitors upon 
nd them ; many good Practical Theological Tractartes 
in written: We have more Knowled? attorded us than 
th they had ; more Grace offer*d us to do the Duties 
D- incumbent on us : Now we that have more Means 
ch and Helps, how can we oiier to put God off with 
1 leſs Duty, and ſmaller Service, and ſhorter Pertor- 
in mance ? 
KC Nay the very Heathens , guided by the Light of 
In Nature , held it reaſonable, that the Dates conſe- 
15 crated to their Gods, ſhould be devoutly, and to- 
r, tally obſerved with Reſt and Sanctity. [6] Macreo- 
C bizss tells us, that , on their holy Dates, the Peo- 
= ple came together to ſpend the whole Day in learn- 
- Ing Fables, to be conferred upon. And will you, 


- that call your ſclves Chriſtians, refuſe to come to- 
1 gether on the Lord?s-day, to ipend one Hour in 
1 thc 
[ 


N_ —— 


[4] Sce Mr. C.upidrey's Sabbathum redivivum, p. 563, $4. 
(»] $:turn,), 1... 7. 
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the Morning , another in the After-noon, in learts 
ing the Myferies of the Goſpel, and in receiving {a 
ving Inſtruftions out of the Word of God ? 

You that give your Bodies two Meals every Day, 
will yon teed your Sowls but once on the Lord's-day! 
Give me leave to deal with you in the win 
Words of that ſweet Singer of our Iſrael : Speak 
ing of the Lord's-day, fates he; | 


[4] Twice on the Day his due is underſtood ;, 

For all the Week thy Food ſo oft he gave thee, 

Thy cheer is mended \, bate not of the Food, 

Becauſe *tis better, and perhaps may ſave thee. 
Thwart not th? Almighty God : O be na crop. 
Faſt when thou wilt, but then, "tis gain, not lof. 


Conſider, that your own, and your Families ſpiri. 
etnal Neceſſuies do require and call for a moſt {tri 
Obſervation of the whole Lord's-day, and a faith» 
ful Improvement of all the Helps and Advantages 
of it. The Works of your C allings, and your world- 
Iy Occaſions and Employments , do, in a manner, 
take up fix Dates of the Week ;, and you have but 
one whole Day in ſevento provide for the Needs of 
your smmortal Souls : Now the Neceities of your 
Souls are far greater than thoſe of your Bodies : 
your ſpiritual, eternal Eſtate, is of nearer and higher 
Concern than your outward and temporal Etate : 
And will you not labour then to improveevery 
Hour, and endeavour to redcem every Minute of 
this ore Day ? Do bat {criqully think with your 
ſelves, how much work, you have to do in this one 
Day; and then tell me, whether in reaſon and Pry. 
dence you can ſpare any Part of it, yea or no, What 

have 


F . % : , . , 
{4] Church-porch, p. 14- 
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have you todo for God, for your ſelves ? What 
for your Families ? for your Children , ard Ser- 
vants? How many and great Mercies of God, to- 
wards you, ard yours, and all Mankind, are you 
hound to recount, and to be atitected with on thes 
Day? Ought you not |till , on th Day, to remem- 
her and conſider , and ſolemnly and heartily to 
blefs God and Chriit, for the capiral Mercies of 
Creation , and Redemption, and for the gracious 
ſcaſonable Sending of the Holy Ghoſt; and to 
ſpend ſome Time in ſpeaking highly and honour- 
by of theſe Benefits, tothe Praiſe of your Ma- 
ker, and Glory of your Redeemer ? Are not you 
j2norant of many Things, in which you ought to 
be informed ? and have not you need then to ſpend 
ſome Part of the Lord*s-day in reading the Bible , 
and ſome ſcle*t Books of found Divirity : in hear- 
ing the Word preact'd, and in Conference with 
godly, underſtarding, and well-experienced Chri- 
itians ? Are you not too great Strangers to Gcd, 
and your ſelves ? and have not you nced then 10 
improve ſome Portion of this Seaſon in Meditation 
and Self-examination , that you may get more Ac- 
quaintance with God , and your own Hearts ? Have 
not you the Sims of the whole Week paſt to conicls to 
God in ſecret, ard to beg the Pardon -of, every 
Lord's-day ? when you have {ſure trom your bo- 
dily Labour , 1s it not fit you ſhould take ſome 
pams in conquering the Corruptions , and morrtify- 
ing the Luits of your own Hearts, ard in wreſtI- 
Ing with God in Prater for his Strength and Grace? 
Can you #ale away your lime, and take your 
Pleaſure on the Lord's-day, when you have Fami- 
lies to inform, and Children and Servants to catc- 
chize and inſtruct ? Ler your Conſciences tell me, 
whether it be better , on the Lord's-day, to ſperd 
your 
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your Time in unneceſlary Divertiſements, in fruit. 
leſs Vilitations, in vain and frothy Diſcourſes ; to emplo' 
talk freely together of worldly Buſinelles z to judy jy Bui 
the Preacher,to cenſure your Chriſtian Neighbour; Þ ther i 
Ortocommune with your ſelves, and to labour  giood 
to edify your own Families : To teach your Chil you »' 
dren the Doctrine of Adam's Fail, and of the Re. "mh 
demption wrought by Chrilt : To acquaint them, BY world 
what Sin and Corruption they brought with them Þ make 
into the World ; and how they have encreaſed it Þ whid 
lince they came into the World : That the Wage B woul 
of Sin is Veath: To tell them what Chrilt has done | {ix D 
and ſuffered , to free and deliver them from Sin B® worl 
and Death ; and what they mult do, to be cape of th 


ble of partaking of Chrilt's ſaving Benefits : To T 
ground your Servants in the Principles of Religion: Hon 
To take account what they remember of the Ser- that 
mons they heard that Day, and to. examine how exp 
they have profited by the pablick Ordinances. You uſe 
ſee what a great deal of Work,you have to do, and hol 
what a {z:tle Time you have to do it in : You have inc 
but oze whole Day m ſeven ;, It concerns you then to ly | 
be very ſaving of this whole Day : [c] To be as far | 
from Ot 

i Sul 

th 

[c] Quics ne hiſce ſucrs ita ſeriq ſe exe1 ent, ut 1pſorum & D 
frmite meceſſitas pant poſtulat , lecum nullum relittum tft $ 


eveſtions i414 carm iltter delirantinum imvenient, An licitum ſit 
dic Domimico aut otiiri, aut indere, aut pu'r, aut inanibis, 
aut mundany non plard neeefſuris temps ſacrum conterere þ 
E! qui ſeipſiim & altos ver 6 novit, ut diu1 negotss 5 commods 


cblata 3 & verbs drvins de rebie ſprratmul bus I eternss vere cre- pt 
dit ;*5 pſt FJ altorumex vera neceſſitate 5 nulitate wtereſſe 7 
pereipuet, diem totum, quantum fi 14 .oteft , in [acrys colocare; J 
neque fruſtra 5 fine fruge hare momentum #/luere finer : Neque 

m pri queſtiouem movebit , An liteat ladis vel altis inanthus 1d \ 
prrdere, qua nan l1ceat ſamngumen [num 1manier fund rey & | 
aurum oviatuwnrtpuere, 5 inean:m projicere : Carnalss quap= 


p® 
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from diſputing , whether it be not lawfal to uſe 


yy fruit. Recreations and Sports on ſome Part of it , or to 
© 5 WF employ ſome Hours of it in any unneceſſary world- 


T0 Jud ly Bulinelles ; as from putting the Queſtion, Whe- 
hbour: ther it be not /awful vainly to ſpill your own 
labour Blood ; or to make a refuſal of Gold that 1s ofter'd 
FT Clib you , and to calt it contemtuoully into the Dirt. 
© Re, 'Twall but little avail you, to make the utmoſt 
Them, worldly Advantage of all the other (ix Dales, if you 
1 them © make not a ſufficient ſpiritual Improvement of this, 
led it BY which is more conliderable than all thereſt. Whar 
Wage B would it profit you, if, as God made the World in 
done ſix Dazes ;, 1o, you could gain the whole World, by 
1 Sin F working hard the ſix Daies ;, if, by groſs neglect 
-aPi- F of the Lord*s-day , you at laſt loſe your own Souls ? 


: To The Church of England, in her pious and uſeful 
JICn: Homily of the Time and Place of Prater, declares , 
SCr- that in the fourth Commandment God has given 


how expreſs Charge, that his obedient People ſhould 
You uſe our [4] Sabbath-day (which is now our Sunday ) 


and holily ; and reſt from their common and daily Bu- 
ave linelles ; and alſo give themſelves wholly to heaven- 
1 to ly Exerciſes of God's true Religion and Service. 
far And in his Majeſtie*s Royal Proclamation for the 
om Obſervation of the Lord"s-day , all his Majeſtie's 
ns Subjects are bid to take notice, that, by the Law, 
_ the reſorting to divine Service , enjoined on that 
0 R X 
Me Day , does comprehend the entire Day, and entire 
/ix Service , both Morning and Evening. 
65, Yea, 
T - 
ls ps ens Ks 
- pt ininma 5 [1 (7 rerum ſprritualium LET HET | di, HT AM nonum 
le talium author oft plerumque & prom:ſ-condug, Baxter, Method, 
'5 Theol. part, 3 c. 14. Þ., 172. 
e [4] And truly it is ſtrange, that ſome, who have a dearrels, 
4 yea tondneſs for fome VVords of [ewiſh Extraction Altar, 
i Temple, and ti e like) ſhovld have fuch an Antipa by agitatt the 


Sabdath, Fulter's Church-Hi:t, B. 11. p. 144 
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Yeay every Lords-day Motning, you your ielve 
make this open Confeſſion, and publick_Praier, in the 
Congregation, after the Reading of the fourth 
Commandment ; Lord, have Mercy wpon #5, and 
encline our Hearts to keep ths Law: As much as to 
ſay ; Lord, we acknowledg we have neglectal 
this thy Day : We pray thee, pardon all our un 
chriſtian Sabbath-breaking , tor the Time palt ; 
and give us Grace, to oblerve the Chriſtian Sabs 
bath better for the future. Now will you confeſs 
in the Fore-aoon, and tranſgreſs in the After-noont 
Will you beg pardon in the Morning, and ſin a 
gain the very 1ame Sin before Night ! Will you 6+ 
pen your Mouths, to ask Gad's Grace, to ſan£tity 
and keep holy the Sabbath-day ; and, it may be, 
protane it.in a graceleſs manner, as {oon as you are 
out of the Congregation ? 

Ifthe Lord*s-day ought to be obſerved at ak, it 
is to be kept both Parts of the Day. And for thoſe 
that commonly ſtay away in the After-noon, | would 
azk thenr, what their Employment i at home in the 
mean Time? Do not ſome of them ſpend the Af- 
ter-noon in ſleeping, or walking, or talking, or 
drinking, or gaming ? white others are jointly con- 
felling, and praying , and prailing, and hearing ? 
If God requires a Day, is thus to ſanctify a Day to 
the Lord ? to worſhip God in the Morning, and 
to diſhonour God, and ſerve the Devil, and divers 
Luits, in the Afternoon. Do you ſpend your 
Time as religioutly at home, as you might do at 
Church ? Do you catechize, read, and pray, and 
{ing Plalms at home in the mean Time ? It you do, 
you do it wnſeaſonably ; and plainly break the 
Lord's-day, by ordinarily performing privare Du- 
ties in the Time of publick Ordinances : The 
Lord*s-day being clueily appointed for the publick 
Wor- 
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Worſhip and Service of God ; The moſt [4] peblick. 
Worſhip being the higheft Honour that can be done 
to God and Chrilt. 

Reading a Sermon, or ſome Catechiſtical Do- 
(rine, at home, in the Time of publick Preaching 
or Catechilng, though,  z# ſelf, it may be a bet- 
ter compoſed Sermon, or Expolition ; yet &# not ſo 


good as hearing a Sermon,or Expolition,at Church : 


For, the publick Mimtry of the Word, is a divine 
Ordinance, which has a ſpecial Promiſe of God's 
gracious Preſence : Matrh. 28. lait : Co, teach, ſays 
Chriſt, /o, 1am with you alway, even unto the End of 
the World : You are therefore bound to frequent 
and attend upon it. 

You mult not mw-time and mu-place Duty : You 
mult not read at home in private, when God calls 
you to hear in publick : You mult not uſe one Or- 
dinance, #n contempt.or neglett of another : You can- 
not hope to profit, if you do. You can't expect 
God's Preſence, and look for the Gitt of God's 
Grace, in a way of Diſobedience to his Command, 
and Neglect of- his appointed Means. When God 
ſets = e Miniſtry of the Word in any Place, his Spi- 
rit then opens bus School, and expeits that all, who 
would be taught for Heaven, ſhould come thither : Now 
whether 14 #t me#t fitting ,, that a Scholar ſhould wait 
on his Maſter at School, to be taught ;, or the Maſter 
ſhould run after his trnant Scholar, at Play in the 
Feld, to teach bim there ? as the accurate Preacher, 
Ce] Mr. W. Gurnal, does well illultrate it. 

More- 


[4d] Tte fixth Council at Corſl.un; decreed, 'T hat whoſoever 
was abſent from the Congregation three Lord's-daies together, 
without neceſſity ; It he was a Miniſter y ſhould be put trom the 
Miniſtry , and it he was a private Man, hc thould be caſt from the 
Communion of the Church, 

[e] Chiift, Armour, a part, p, 552. in quazto, 
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Moreover., in Attendance upon publick Preach. 
ing's thereare the Praterr of the ['e} . whole Congre. 
gation pat up for a Bleſſing upon the Word thar is 
ipoken.and.heard ; which is an Advantage, that 
cant be enjoyed in private Reading. 

There is alſo ſomewhat in this, . that -the {veh 
Voice of the Preacher is more atteCting, and power- 
fully working , than private Reading, 

And as for reading the Scripture, and Booksof 
Theology, it 1s to be feared, that they care but 
little for reading, who pretend ſach reading, to 
excuſe their Abſence from publick hearing. 

But grant you do read ; yer certainly the Scri 
pture and good Books were never written to divert 
and hinder you from publick Hearing, ſo long as 
you are able to go tothe publick ; but to fit you for 
it, and help you init. - Nay, the Bible, and good 
Books, forb:d you to ſtay at home in "Time of pu 
blick Worſhip and Service ; and command you to 
be preſent at publick Praier, Baptiſm, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, Catechiling, Preach- 
ing: * Not to forſake the Aſſembly of your ſelves toge- 
ther, as the manner of ſome #5. 

Takenotice further ; that sf you, then every one, 
as well as you , may ſtay away, and read a Book 
at home ; and ſo, what will become .of ail publick 
Allemblics ? 

Once more, conſider ; yon know not how much 
you may loſe by but once negletting a publick Ordi- 
nance. 


[e] Dems ;luris facit preees, im eccleſua qudm dom fattas non 
05 locum, ſe4 ob comſiderationem multitudins frdelium Deum 
communi conſenſu invocamium, Rivet. Cath, Quth, 

* Heb, 10. 25- 
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nance. [f] t Thomas, by reaſon of his Abſence, 
when Chriit appeared to the Diſciples , that were 
allembled rogether, Ioſt the Advantage of receiy- 
ing Satisfaction concerning the Truch of Chriit's 
Reſurrection , and lay a whole Week in Unbelief. 

That may be ſpoken in thy unneceilary Abſence, 
ſo agreeable and congruous to thy Condzton, as, It 
may be, thou maielſt not meet with the ke, for a 
long time after , if ever after. The Devil may 
be bulie to detain thee from the pnblick, that very 
Day or Hour, when he knows weil enough that 1 
provided and prepared, which is moit# ſuitable to 
thee, and apt to work upon thee. 

Obj. But he that preaches,is a Man of weak Parts, 
mean Gifts, and very ordinary Abilities. 

Anſw, But if he be an approved , ordained Mini- 
ſter ; be conſc:onable in his Place , and wnblameable 
in his Life ;_ and if what he delivers, be ſound and 
profitable ; blame your own Hearts, if you do not 
profit by him : and take more Pains with them in 
hearing : and ſee that your Careleſneſs or Prejudice 
cauſe not your unprofitableneſs. It 15 a remarxa- 
ble Saying of the Reverend and Holy [_ g] Mr. Ar- 
thur Hilderſam : © I am perſwaded, ſaies he, there is 
6 never a Miniſter , that 1s of the mo## excellent Gifts 
© (if he have a Godly Heart ) but he can truly ſay, he 
© never heard any faithful Miniſter in his Lafe , that 
© was ſo mean, but he could diſcern ſome Gift in hum, 
© that was wanting in himſelf; and cou'd receive ſome 
© profit by him. You know, a Torch may,be ſome- 

times 


t Joh. 20. Fom 19, to 29. 

[ f] Thomas mer privatur communi fatrum ſworum gr 4- 
14 , qu04 tanguam vat Aut erratic mue; ab wnttatis Vt 
xl'o diſceſſerar. Calv, ib. jn verl. 19, 

{ g ] Hilderf, on Juha p. 241+ 
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times lighted by a Candle ; and a Knife be whetted 
and ſharpned by 'an- unhewn and unpolith'd Stone, 
And it is conliderable (which the 1ame judicious 
Author adds there) that © the Fruit and Profit that 
© 7s to be received from the Miniſtry; depends not on. 
© ly, nor chiefly upon the Gifts of the Man that preach. 
Teth , but upon the Bleſſing , that God ts pleaſed to give 
6 unto bis own Ordinance : and Gad does oft give a 
© orgater Bleſſing to weaker than to ſtronger Means: 
and therefore deſpiſe not any ſound Miniſtry, be» 
cauſe of the meanneſs of it. 

Ovj. But ſome may ſay, The Exerciſe is too long, 
+ and the Seaſon is too hot or cold, to come twice a 

_ Day. 

Anſw. But let me ask you ; Qould not you wil- 
lingly ſtay , in any Seaſon of the Year, as long a- 
gain at a Play ? ?Tis the Coldneſs of your Hearts, 
and your frozen Atie-tions , that make you plead, 
either the Heat, or Coldneſs of the Weather, in ex- 
exſe of your Abſence from Church-Allemblies : and, 
I pray, ferioully conlider , whether Hcl at laſt 
won't prove too hot, for wilful, careleſs, cauſcleſs 
Sabbath-breakers. 

L ſhall further offer two Things to your Conſi- 
deration,to move and provoke you to a careful and 
diligent Redeeming of the Lord*s-day. 

Ar. 1. Theright Redemption of the Lord*s-day 
Is an apt and likely means of redeeming the whole 
Week, rollowing : 

of 3 redceming it as to Temporals : 
redeeming it as to Spiruuals : 

1. As to Temporals : They that ſerve God fin- 
cerely on the Lor@®s-day , will uſe all Diligence 
and good Conſcience, in their Calling and Tra- 
ding on the Week-day. And their Pains-taking and 
honeſt Dealirg , is likely to bring Gcd*s Bleſſing 
on 


oh th 
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oh their outward Fſtates. Beſides, They that 
faithruity worihip God on the Lord*s-tay, wall ſeek 
to God fora Bleliing oh the Week-day : ard they 
that ſeek it are likely to find it. 

Once more ;, God won't be wafiting to thoſe , 
who would not be wanting to him : God will bleſs 
yo i!x Dates, for your Ble:ling and Serving him 
one whole Day in ſeven. 

2, Or Obſervation of the Lord*:-day , as 1t 1s 
a ſpiritual, wife redeeming of that ſpecial Seaton 
ſo 1t i5 4 good Help to the ſpiruual Redeemmg cf al the 
fix Dai#s following, The more Liberty Men allow 
themſelves upon the Lord*s-day , the more loſe 
their Hearts are, ard negligent of good Duties, 
and rel12ious Exercues , all the Week after. They 
that piay not on the Lord*s-day , will hardly f9 
much as tay a Praier all the Week lore. They 
that hear not a Sermon on th:s Day, will fcarcely 
read a Chapter the whole W eek. ' hey that rob 
God of his due cn the Lord®s-day , wil rarely deal 
jatly ard honreltly with their Neighbour on the 
Week-day. Bur if we keep holy the Lord's-day, 
then every Week-day wi:t have a TinCcture and 
Savour of the Lord*s-day. Our being Spl: itual on 
the Lord*s-day, will put as into a very gocd Frame 
of Heart, wi!t awaken Principles of Conicrence, 
comp»ſe our Minds, fix our Wills, call in and ſet 
1h order ovr AtfeCtions : Our San:tification of this 
Day will ſeaſon and ſanitify w, fit and diſpoſe us 
for a cloſe and holy Walking with God a!l the 
Week after. If we attend upon Gcd , ard con- 
verſe with him on rhb# ſpecial Day of his own Ap- 
poirtment ; we ſhall find a ſenſible fpiritual Yigour, 
a divine Power, ard heavenly Strength, to carry 
vs through all the D1ties of the whole Week fol- 
lowing, relating cicher ro God or Man. If we ear- 

F 3 neitly 
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reſtly redeem the Lord*s-day, the Obſervation of 
that Day will have a ſtrong and mighty Influence 
on our Lives on other Daies too: We ſhall endea- 
your to carry our ſelves after it, ſuitably to it : to 
live, and walk, and at continually , as thoſe that 
have,newly, or lately enjoyed {0 blelſed and happy 
an Opportunity ; as thoſe that have heard of God, 
heard trom him, ſpoken to him, had to do with 
him : we, ſhall labour to live in p«rſ#ance of the 
End and Deſign, of the Work and Bulineſs of the 
Lords-day. 

Mot. 2. Our Santification and good Improvement 
of the Lord"s-day, will fit and prepare #4 to keep and 
enjoy a bleſſed Reſt and erernal Sabbath wm Heaven, 
They that delight in God here, will much more de- 
light in him hereafter : and thoſe whom God de- 
lights in here, he wiil delight in for evermore. 
T hey that keep holy rhe Chriitian Sabbath here, 
ſhall be tranſlated and admitted to ſanCtify and[ce- 
lebrateJan everlaſting Sabbath in Glory hereafter, 


['g ] He that loves God's Abode, and to combine 
With Saints on Earth, ſhall one Day with them ſhine, 


But on theother ſide ;, your groſs continued Neg- 
let, and wilfvl , reſotved Profanation of the 
Lord's-day, will unfit and unqualify you, to keep a 
glorious feſtival, and a joyful, happy Holy-Day in 
Heaven. | 

God can take no Complacency and Delight in 
you, if you can take no Complacency in him, no 
Delight in his Sabbaths, no Pleaſure in his Wor- 
ſhip and Service. They that refuſe to ſanctify a 

, Sabbath, and rorally to refF on that Day from their 

world- 


— 


[2] The Church-porch, P. 15. 
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worldly Labours, and ſecular Negotiations ; have 
reaſon to fear, leſt God ſware in bis |rath, that 
ic: to they ſhall never enter into bu Reif, They that will 
not re## from their Works and Pleaſures on this 
happy 8 Day, have cauſe to conclude, that in Hell they 
{ ſhall have no Re#t, neither Day nor Night. They 
) With that will do their own Works on the Lord*s-day, 
of the may expect to ſuffer for their evil Deeds in the 

Day of the Lord, They who wilfully abſented 
themſelves from God's Houſe, on God?s Day, have 


2ment no ground to hope, that God will receive them 
P and to Communion with himſelf in his heavenly King- 
"aven, dom. 

e de- And as God can take no delight in you ;, ſo, if you 


| de- pollute and profane, break and violate the Lord's- 
nore, Day , negle(t Religion, contemn the Worſhip, 
iere, ® anddeſpiſe the Service of God ; if you changed your 


[cen &® place, you would there no more delight in God than 
fter & youdo here. Heaven would be a Burden, Heaven 

| wouldbe an Hell to the wſuitable Spirit of an irre- 
e ligious, profane , voluptuous Perſon. Thou that 


art weary of Praters, and Praiſes here, what would(t 
thou do in Heaven tro? there is nothing elſe there. 
You that are ſick,of a Sabbath here, and long till it 


Cp. 
« 4 be over , and can't endure to think of ſpending a 
) 2 whole Day in Religious Exerciſes ; what wilt thou 
in do in Heaven ? where there is a perpetual Sabbath 
to be kept for ever. Thou that hatei# the Commu- 
in mon of Saints here, I wonder what thou wouldit 
no do in Heaven ; where, next to the Fruition and 
r- Enjoyment of God in Glory , the belt Entertain- 
2 ment will be the Company and Society of the holy 
ir Angels , and of the bleiled and glorihed Saints to 
l- all Eternity, 


F 3 | have 
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I have given you ſome Motives, to perſwade 
and engage you to the due Obſervation , and 
right Redemption of the Lord'%s-Day : Now 
what are you reſolved upon ? Shall your for. 
mer Prefanation ot this Day be the preſent Bur- 
then of your Spirits , ard Sadneſs of your Souls ? 
Wiil you live as thoſe that are convinced, that 
Religion depends upon the Sanitification of this 
Day , and your Salvation upon Religion ? Will 
you forbear any more to break into God's In- 
cloſure , to encroach upon God's Propriety, fa- 
crilegiouſly to engroſs God's Day to your lelves, 
or to make bold with any Part of it, for 
worldly Employments , or vain Pleaſures, or 
ſuch Recreations as ar2 apt to prove Lets and 
Hindrances of your Duties and Deyotions ? and 
be careiul to give Ged that Portion of Time 
which is his dze? Will you for the future ſc- 
quelter your ſelves from worldly Carcs, Afﬀe- 
Ctions, Afﬀairs, on this Day ? and hencc'orth 
dedicate the Lord's-Day to the Honour of God 
ard Chriſt ? Will yon, not only ceaſe to cen- 
ſire thoſe ſerious Chriſtians who dare not loſe 
this choice Time , and precious Opportunity , 
as profanely and deſperately as formerly you 
kave done ? But will you fo conlider the Worth 
oi this Time, ard fo far wcigh the great Con- 
ſequences, and weighty Concernments of the 
well or 1l] ſpendivg of 1t, as to Count it honour- 
able, and kgep it holy ; without intermixing of 
ſecular Marters , or indulging profane Thoughts, 
and introducing inconvenient , umproper Dil- 
courſes, in ary part of it? Will you labour to 
walk accurately, cxaQtly , precitcly, on this wars 
alic 
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and not be afraid of being [7 too ſtrit, of being 
zoo holy on this holy Day ? *T'is an excellent Saying 
of Tully, Nemo pins et qui pietatem cavet : The plain 
Engliih of which is this ; No man 1s truly godly, 
who is afraid of being too godly. Wall you _ 

erve 


gy—_— 


[4] He keeps the Lord's-day beſt , that keeps ir with moſt 
Religion , and with moſt Charity, 8p. Taylor's Kwle and Exerc. 
of Hel, Lof chap. 4 ſec. 6.r%l 8. F , 

Hypocrites are.oit diſputing the Obligations td thetr Duty, 
and »king , How do you prove that it is a Duty topray in my 
Family , or a Duty to obſerve the Lurd's-day, or to come con» 
itantly ro the Congregation,—- or to repeat Se: mons, ---- and 
the like 2 --- It theſe ungodly Wrerches bad one ſpark of ſpiri- 
tual Life within them, and any ta'te and feeling of the mart rs 
that concern their own Salvation ; inftead ot asking , How can 
you prove that / muſt pray wi:h my Family, or that / mft keep 
the L ord's-day, --- they would be readier tofiy, How can you 
prove that / may mor pray with may Family; and that I may not 
ſandity the Lord'sday ? and that I may not have Communion 
with the $aints in Holineſs 2 --»- I caa perceive in many bat [ 
converſe with, the great difference betwe:n an Heart that lo-es 
God and Holincfs, and an Heart that feems religivus and hoyeſt 
without ſach a Love. The true Convert perceiveth fo much 
ſwe-tnefs in tolv Duties, and fo much fpiritual advantage by 
them to his Soul , that he is loth to be kepr back 3 he can nor 
ſyare theſe Ordinances, --- no more than he can ſpare the Bread 
frum his Mouth, orthe Clothes from his Back; yea, or the 
Skin from his Fleſh, no nor ſo much, He loverh them ; he can- 
not live without them. --— And therefore it he hid bat a bare 
leave from God, without a Command , to ſanity the Lo1d':. 
day , and 1@ live in the holy Communion of the Saints, he 
would joyfully rake it , with many thanks ; for he need not ve 
driven to his Re(t when he 15 wearv, nor to his ſpiritu-l Foud 
when he is hungry. --- But the unſanRiked Hypocrite, that ne. 
ver loved God or Godlineſs in his Heart, he ſtands queſtioning 
and enquiting for ſume proot of a Nece'lity of th-{- Couaics, 
Aad it he can but bring himſelf to hope that God will fave him 
without ſo much adoe, ---- away then goes the Dury, ---- He 
never was Religious from a true Predominart 1 o1e ro Ged, and 
an holy Life, but for fear of Hell, and tor other inferiour re- 
lpe&ts. Mr, Baxter"; Dire. and Perſna/, to 4 /oxnd Conve). 


fom p. 3714 10,376. 
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ſerve the Lord*s-day , as you were ready to pro- 
miſe you would , when you lay laſt upon a Sick; 
Bed? ang as careleſs Sinners commonly wiſh = 
had, when they come to lie upon a Death-bed 
Will you make every Sabbath here on Earth, re- 
ſemble in ſome Degree that erernal Ret , which 
you hope to hallow more perfectly in Heaven ? 

Seriouſly conſider, how many Lord's-daies you 
have loft already , and what reaſon you have to ob- 
ſerve and improve thoſe that remajy, Do you 
know þoufew ſuch Dajes you ſhall ever enjoy more? 
It may be tþ# Lord's-day may be the /a##, Before 
the next Sabbath comes , thou maieſt be called to a 
reckoning for negleCting and mis-ſpending all that 
are paſt. "Thou art not ſure , that ever thou ſhalt 
pray in publick more : that ever the Liberty ſhall 
agaln be afforded thee, of hearing another Sermon 
enmrey to thee : Thou maieſt never enjoy ſuch a 

lefled Opportunity totake pains with thy Fami- 
Iy, and to ſave their Souls from Death, before 
thau dieſt. If God ſhall pl&aſe to put ſuch Prices 
intothy Hands, God give thee an Heart to make 
uſe of them. 

Carefully redeem the Lord's-day, and every Day 
after ſhew m thy Life that thou haſt redeem*d it. Make 
It appear by the Frame of thy Actions, and Courſe 
of thy Life all the Week long, that thou halt been 
under ſpiritudl, powerful, quickening Ordinances 
the la!t Lord%-day. You that enjoyed Communion 
with God on the Lord®%-day , have no parley with 
Satan , no familiarity with Sin, o fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful Works of Darknef on any of the Week- 
daies following. Be ſure you every Day avoid 
thoſe Sins, which you ſolemnly confe{6'd the laſt 
Lord's-day, and live over the Praters you made 
that Day ; and live up to the Sermons you heard 

| that 
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that Day ; and obey from the Heart that Form of 
Dottrine , which that Day was delivered to you. 
Perform every Day thoſe Reſolutions and Promiſes, 
which you madeto God on the Lord's-day ; and 
keep the Covenant you renewed at the Sacrament 
on that Day ; and maintain the Warmth that was 
wrought on your Souls by the Word and Spirit on 
that Day, Uſeevery Day the Grace you ask'd, 
obtain'd and receiv*d on the Lord*s-day ; and act 
in the Strength and Power of Chriſt, which was 
communicated and given in to you, in your Atten- 
dance upon him in hi own Ordinances, on his own 


This is the ſecond particular Seaſon, and ſpecial 
Opportunity , thats to be carefully redeem'd by 
every Chriſtian z The Morning of the Week, , the 
Lord's Day. 

And 1 have purpoſely treated fo largely concer- 


' ning the Redemption of the Lord's-day, becauſe it 


js ſo deſpiſed in the Judgment , and diſregarded in 
the Practice of the confident Men of this dillolute and 


degenerate Age, 


The third Particular Opportunityto be redeem'd. 


As the Morning cf every Week, the firſt Day of 
the Week, ſo the [5] Morning of every Day, is a 
ſpc- 


__— — 


[;] Dr. Gowge was very conſcientious in the expence of his 
Time from his Y outh to the very Time of his Death, His cu- 
ſtom was to riſe ve: y eatly both in the Winter and Summer, In 
the Winter-tsme he conſtantly roſe ſo long before Day, as that 
he alwaies perform'd all the exerciſes of his P: ivate Devotions 
before Day light : And in the Summer-114-1e he Tolc about four 
# Cleck, in the Morning ; by which means he had done halt his 
Wu k before others began their Studies, Jt he happen'd to hear 
any 
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ſpecial Seaſon, that ought to be redeem'd and in 
proved by a Chriſtian , to ſpiritual Advantage. 
"The Morning is an Opportunity of giving God the 
very firſt, and beſt of the Day ; and the chiefof on 
Life, Spirits, and Strength. In the Morning our 
Spirits are recreated and repair'd, and our Bodies 
{trengthned and refreſt'd with the Reſt and Sleep 
of the Night paſt : and our 445nds are vacant, and 
not diiturb'd wich thoſe Images and Repreſenta- 
tions of Things , which the variety of worldly 
Employments 1n the Day uſually fill and poſſeſs us 
with In the Morning our Minds are moſt free, 
and our Attettions moit lively (as thoſe itrong Wa- 
ters are fulleſt of Spirits , which are firſ® drawn) and 
our Hearts not ſo entangled and encumbred with 
the Things of the World. In the Morning we are 
cleareſt and fitteſt for any thing ;, and therefore, to 
be ſure, fitteſt for God, and the Worſhip of God ; 
freeſt and fre(helt for holy Duties, ſpiritual Servi- 
ces, and religious Exerciſes. The Morning is as 
much a Friend to the Graces, 25 to the Moſes, As 
the Morning is a ſpecial Time for Study, ſo for Du- 
ty: As itis the beſt ftudying Time, ſo it is the belt 
praying Time. 


The 


— —_— In 
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any at their Work before he b2gan his Studies, he would ſay (4s 
Demoſthenes ſpake concerning the S-21#h_ ) that he was m:ch 
troubled that any ſhould be at the Works of their Calling, be- 
fore he was at his, /» hu Life a4mang Mr. Claik's Live: of ten 
Em Div. p.'116, 117. Hecontinued in King's Colleag for the 
ſpace of niwe Tears, and in all that Time (c>cept he went forth 
of Town to his Friends) hz: was never abſ-nt from Morning- 
Praters in the Chapp:l , which ulſ:d to be a bour half an Hour 
after frve 4 Clock in the Morning 3 yea, he uſed to riſe ſo long 
before he weat to the Chappel, as that he gained Time for his 
Secret D:votions, and tor reading his Morning-task of the $crip- 
ture3, {bid p. 97. 
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The People of God have eyer accounted the Mor- 
ning the fitte;t Scalon tor Devotion : Arid therefore 
we ind, that holy [| &] Fob roſe up early inthe 
Morning ,, aud offer? d burnt-offerings : Thus did Job 
continually : Not only in the Morning , but early m 
the Morning ;, 1n the very Beginning , or firit of the 
Morning, We read how God commanded, that 
* the firſt of the firſk Fruits of the Land ſhould be 
brought into the Houſe of the Lord : So here, Fob 
gave God , not only the firſt Fruits of the Day, but 
the earlieit 1 ime 1n the Morning, which is the fir 
of the firſt Fruits ot the Day ;, the Mornme of the 
Morning (as I may ſo ſpeak). So David chooſeth 
the Mornivg- ſeaſon : 1 My Yoice ſhalt thou bear mn 
the Morning ,, O Lord ; in the Morning will 1 diets 
my Prazer unto thee, It 1s a good Thing to || ſhew forth 
thy loving-kinaneſs m the Morning. (* ) I prevemted 
the dawning of the Morning , andcried, And again z 
(+ ) When 1 wake, I am ſtill with thee, ſaics he ;, He 
gave God the jſt of his fixed and ſettled Thoughts. 
Is is recorded of our ole'iled Saviour, that he (|| )ro/e 
up an the Morning , a great while before Day, to go 
1utoa ſolitary Place to pray. And ?cis faid of the 
Apoltles, that they [_* ] entred into the Temple early 
wu the Mormng, $9 we (hould enter into our Clo- 
ſets early in the Worning ; and make it our firſt 
balinels and employment to converſe with God , 
and commune with our own Hearts, to betake our 
lelves to. Praizr, and to [!] Reading of the 

Scrip» 


— _— — — 


_ — 


—— _ — MMM AY 


[4] lobi, 5 See Mr. Caryl on the place, 
* L>od, 23.19. f Pal. 5.3. 4 Pal. 92.3. 
(*) Plal 19 147. (4) Plal.139 8. (:) Matki. 35. 
[*] Acts 5. 21, 
[/] Who reade a Chapter why n they riſe, 
Shall ncer be troubled with jil Eyes, 

Herbirt s Pocm-Chai ms and iinots, 
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Scripture , and to give our ſelves to Medita- 
tion. 

And ſurely (as a [m] great Divine fſaies excel- 
lently) If Men wouldgive ſome divine Precepts or Sen. 
rences full poſſeſſion of ther Morning Thoughts, theſe 
would ſerve as ſo many Armed Men,to keep out the Sug. 

Leſtions of the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, from 
entring snto their Hearts. ['n] The filling our Minds, 
and polleſling our Hearts with ſerious holy 
Thoughts in the firſt place, as ſoon as ever we wake 
in the Morning, is an excellent Means to prevent 
thoſe frothy vain Thoughts, which are apt to ariſe 
in empty Hearts : As, you know, the taking a 
good Draught inthe Morning, is the way to keep 
out the Wind, which would offend and trouble an 
empty Stomach. When we firſt open our Eyes in a 
Morning (as a[#] worthy Doctor does well illuſtrate 
this matter) many Vanities and Buſineſſes ſtand like 
earneſt Suiters, or as diligent Clients at Lawyers 
Doors, wauing to ſpeak, with our Thoughts, and ready 
to preſs and croug in upon us : but let us ſpeak with 
God bt; nl ſay ſomething to our Hearts, will 
fix and\{ettle ttm for all Day. 

The Morning is a ſpecial Opportunity to be care- 
fully redeemed ; and the rather to be redeemed , 
becauſe by redeeming the Morning , we ave likely to 
redeem the whole Day follewing. If a Watch or 
Clock, be wound up well in the Morning, *rwill go 
right , and keeptrue all the Day after : So the 
winding up of our Hearts by devout Meditation = 

tne 


[-:] Dr. F:ch/on, V ;.p. 92. 

—_—  - :-, Et m1 

Poſces ante diem librum cum lumme, ſi non 
inten ie; animum ſtuins & rebus honeſts ; 
{nvilis , vel amore vigul rorquebere, Horat, Ep. 1, 1. ep. 2; 
{#] Dr. Tho, Goo.:win of che Van. of Thoughts. p. 32, 
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the Morning, will be a means of our regular Pro- 
ceeding to the Cloſe and End of the Day follow- 
ing. If we awake with God in the Morning, we 
are likely to walk, with God all the Day long. Our 
doing God ſervice in the Morning , will ſtand us 
in ſtead all the Day after : will engage and oblige 
us, diſpoſe and encline us to keep a Decorum all the 
Days and to do nothing worthy of our Morning*s 
Work.. 

The ſerious Conſideration of the Goodneſs and 
loving Kindneſs of God towards us, his Watch- 
fulneſs over us, Protection, Preſervation, Refreſh- 
ment of us the very Night palt ; will make us ſtu- 
dy to render ſuitably to ſuch a Mercy ; and to {ve 
ro bim all the Day , who gives us, aS1t Were, a 


' new Life every Morning. Our labouring to get 


our Minds and Hearts, carly and throughly pollelt 
inthe Morning , with quick and lively Apprehen- 
ſions , and powerful, deep Impreſſions of the glo- 
rious, divine Attributes and Perfettions, of God's 
Greatneſs, Holineſs, Juſtice, Omniſctence , Om- 
nipreſence , will-keep us cloſe to God and our Du- 
ty all the Day. Our being with God in the firſt 
place, as ſoon as we are up every Morning ; this 
will ſeaſon our Hearts, ſpiritualize our Atﬀections, 
aw our Conſciences, and be a means to regulate 
our Actions, and to ſanCtify our Employments, 
Carriages and Converſcs the whole Day follow- 
ing. 

, "VEE if we neglect Ged in the Morning, God 
may juſtly leave us toourfſclves all the Day after. 
Ifwe venture to go into the World, before we have 
firſt gon to God; we raſhly ruſh into Danger, be- 
cauſe we take not God along with us ; whoſe Pre- 
ſence , Guidance, Grace and Strength, is our on- 
ly Safety and great Security againſt the Malignity 
aud 
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and Evil of the World. If we dow in the Mor 
ning, and Beginning ot the Day , implore the j- 
vine Preſence and Atiltance , and beg God's Pro- 
v:dence over us , Dire-tion of us, and Bleilirg 
up2N us : If we ſeek not God, before we ſeek the 
World , before we ſeek onr ſelves; we are likely to 
do nothing but miſ-carry in every Thing al} the 
Day: Weare apt to be caught in every Snare, to 
be overborn by every Corruption, and overcome 
by every 1 emptation : and therefore be ſure to 
redeem the Mornng-Seaſon. 


The fourth Particular Opportunity to be redeemed, 


4. The Society and Company of the moſt Religious 
and Godly , is ayother Sp:c:al Opportunity, to be 
p:cſently laid talt hold on,and faith.ully made g>0d 
Lie of, 

You have here an occaſion of doing good,by your 
ferious and ſavoury Speeches. ' Hones# Hearts will 
prefently cloſe with them ,, receive and embrace 
them, ente:tain and accept them, and not jltght 
aud reje:t them, ſcofffand mock at them. 

Further ; You have here an occai:on of recervimg 
Foog, from other's ſunable ard ſeaſonable Difcour- 
fes: you may be ediired by their Gifts, profited by 
their Graces , quickned by their Afte:tions, en- 
couraged by their Examples, recovered by their 
Reproots , dire-:ted by their Counſels , afliſted by 
their Praiers, inſtru-ted , ſtrengthned, and com- 
forted by their Experiences. When you come in 
company with able, godly Miniiters, or knowing, 
experienced 'Chriit.ans , you may pat Caſes, and 
have them reſolved : propoand Doubts, and have 
fh m -farisfied : you may light your Candle by 
thei,*s : you may kindle your Coal at their Fire, 

and 
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and ſtay and warm your ſelf well before you go a- 
' way. Godly Company is an Opportunity to be 


prized , and improved. Whenever you enjoy 
good Company , make the belt of it. Let not 
carnal Baſhmlneſs , nor a vain and workdly Heart 
(which-is apt to ſeek. idle and unprofitable Diſ- 
courſe) hinder and deprive you of the Profit 
and Benefit , which may be reaped by godly $o- 
ciety: 


The laſt P articular Opportunites to be redeemed. 


5. And laſtly ; The particular Seaſons of prati- 
ſing and performing particular Dutzes ;, of getting 
and encrealing , acting and exerciiing particular 
Graces ;, theſe have a ſpecial, commodious Fitneſs , 
for- the dong , or recerving ſome particular Good, 
and onght accordingly to be embraced and umpro- 
ved by us. 

When we know a Perſon (a good Man eſpecially) 
to be in real Neceſſity, and great Extremity, then 
5 an Opportanity ot exerciting Charity, in giving 
liberally according to our Ability. When another 
has wronged and injured us, then we have gotten a 
good Occalion ofexerciting Charity , and ſhewing 
Mercy, in free and full Forgirvenef. When a Bro- 
ther is fallen into Sin at any Time, then it 1s a 
Seaſon to * reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meck: 
net. Whenany Perſon 1s flexible and trattable, 
yielding and pliable, being melted and mol;ited 
by an afflitive Providence, or moved ard enclined 
to hearken to us, by Dependance on us, Expecta- 
tion from us, or any Relation and Obligation to 
us 5 
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us ; we havea fair Opportunity to deal with ſuch 
an one, at ſuch a Time, for the furthering of his 
ſpiritual and eternal Good. 

When any are caſt upon Sick-beds, and are 
ſomewhat awakened and ſoftned by God's Hand, 
then they are prepared for your Hand; you may 
the more eaſily work upon them. When any have 
newly received a Benefit from us, or hope to be 
ſhortly beholden to us, and ſo are ready to think 
well of us, and to take all well from us; then we 
may reprove, admonil(h , exhort them , with a 
comfortable Hope of happy Succeſs , and good 
Effect. 

The Conſcience of a Man is a nice and ſulen 
Thing ; and if it be not taken at fit Times, there 
1s no meddling with it. 

And ſo likewiſe in reſpet of our ſelves ;, when 
we have received any freſh Mercy from God , or 
are a:tually enjoying the Bleſſings of God, and 
talting how good and gracious the Lord js, then is 
an Occalion of ſtirring up our ſelves to Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving. When we lie under an heavy At- 
fiction , then it is a Seaſon of acting and-exerci- 
ling Faith , Repentance, Patience : a convenient 
Scaſon for Self-Examination, ſound Humiliation, 
earneſt Supplication , and thorough Reformation. 
When we find a ſecret Chearfulneſs of Spirir, then 
It is a Seaſon to ſpiritualize our Joy and Gladneſs, 
to think upon God?s Mercies, to recount his Bene- 
fits, to ſer forth the Praiſes of our Creator, Pre- 
ſerver, and Redeemer. * 1s any merry ? let him ſing 
Pſalms, When we find any Sadneſs growing upon 
our Spirits,then it is a Seaſon to ; rene Our SOr- 
row and Sadneſs : to mourn and grieve for our S1ns 
clpe- 


* Jam 5 13. 
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eſpecially : to - weep 1n ſecret for them, to confe(3 

and acknowledg them, and pray againit them. 
Once more When at any Time [p] the holy 
Spiris of Ged, joining with the good Word of God, 
or carexurring with the Providences and remarkable 
Works of God , does ſtrongly work upon our 
Minds, and ſweetly and powerfully move ard itir our 
Hearts and Aﬀections : When the Spirit initills a- 
ny good Motions into our Souls, and kindles any 
good Deſires in our Hearts, and kindly draws us 
an to holy Purpoſes and good Refolutions ; T his 
is a ſpecral Opportunity indeed : This is Temporss Ar- 
ticuls , the very Nick of Time, which mu{t be 
taken 0n a ſuddain, or it's preſently loſt to our 
great Diſadvantage. Donot fail to ſtrike, while 
the [ron is hot. Step into the Pool, whenever the 
Angel ſtirs the Water. Lanch out immediately , 
whiles Wind and Tide ſerve. When you teel any 
gentle Gale, ſpread open your Sail : This Wind 
blows when and where it liſteth : You know not 
how ſoon this Wind may turn. Whenever the 
Spirit knocks, open the Door : [q] you know not 
how ſoon he may have done , how quickly he may 
be gone. Delicata res et Spiritus Santtns, faies 
Tertullian;, T he Spirit of God 1s a nice and delicate 
+ Thang : 


--  — 


[3] We muſt not meaſure our T tne by rhe lenzth, but by th: 
wai;.hr ; not by 11s grea' neſs, but by its worth. Leru- mn tm a- 
ſure our Daie* ( as we do)by the motion of the Sun whick we tee, 
bur by the ſhining of the Sun of Rightco'rſnef} upon our Seuls : * 
not by the cele(tal Bodies, but by the celeſtial Inſpirations. ---- 
Asto the purpoſes of Holineſs, and getting newer ro Heaven, 
one moment , when the $pi-it «t God is upon us, ard ltrorg'y 
poſſ:ſſ-s our Mind with good Things, and breaths into vs by 
Aﬀections, is worth many Hours, yea Daies and Years when 
that is not with us, or doth not fo puw.rt ully inciie us, D Pa 
trick*s Div. Arithm. p- 37, 38, 

[9] Kara bars, brevss mara. O fi dard [et ? Bernard. 
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Thing : it is ſoon offended , and quickly prieved 
And therefore ſubject your ſelves to the Working 
of the Spirit z and work with the Spirit , while 
the Spirit 15 at work : Gladly receive every Im 
preſſion of this immediate, gracious, free 

tor : Welcome every Suggeſtion, of this bleſle 
Monitor : Let every Inſpiration find thee, as the 
Seal does the Wax, or the Spark the- Tinder, 
Kindly entertain all its Viſits, and readily obey all 
its Motions : follow them home ; don't check and 
quench them , ſtifle and ſmother them : Never ſuf- 
ter them to die and decay , to languiſh, and pe- 
riſh, and come to nothing. Do the Particular Du- 
ties, the Spirit calls you to : Get, and grow in 
the ſpecial Graces , which the Spirit is ready to be- 
get and encreaſe in you. Run freely and willingly, 
ſo ſoon as ever you feel and perceive that the Spi- 
rit draws you. If you don't ſtir when the Spirit 
moves, and att when it works ; you may drive and 
chaſe away the Spirit, and fo lie dull and dead, 
graceleſs, and helpleſs, and hopeleſs for ever. 

And thus I have open'd and explain'd the Duty; 
and ſhewn you particularly, both what it is to re- 
'dcem the Time, and what the Time is that is- tobe 
redeemed. 

The Sum of all is briefly this; that our whole 
Life-time, and-every particular Occaſion aftorded 
us in it, muſt (whatever it coſt us) by all means be 
laid hold on, and improved by us, for the Glory of 
God, and our own and others ſpiritual Advantage. 
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CHAP. IIL 


The Grounds and Reaſons why we ought to redeem the 
| Time. The Special Realon /aid down in the Text 
becauſe the Daies are evil, What to be underſtood 
Obey al by evil Daies. Dates are ſaid to be evil, not in- 


ck and herently, bat adherently, or concomitantly ; by 
ver ſuf- reaſen of any (inful, or penal Evil that befalleth in 
nd pe. them, The Evil of the Day, i ether General, or 
a Dy. Special : General , the Shortneſs and Trouble, 
OW in which does accompany the Time of this Life. The 
tO be. Particular Evil of the Days , when any ſpecial Evil 
ngly, takes place in ſuch a Time, The particular Evil of 
* SPt- the Apoſtles Temes three-fold. It ſtocd ( 1.) in dar 
JPirit gerous Errours and falſe Doittrines. (:.) In the 
and vicious and wicked Lives of ſcandalous Profeſſors of 
lead, the Goſpel. (3.) In ſharp and hot Perſecutions, 
How far theſe ſeveral Evils are to be found m theſe 
ty; our Daies. Our redeeming of the Tume, and endea- 
re- vouring to grow better our ſelves, u the ready way, 
be and only means to make the Evil Daies better. 
le + Jas n "Y 
= The Special Reaſon laid down in the Text. 
of 


Come now to the Grownds and Reaſons of this 
Duty. There is a ſpecial Reaſon laid down in 
the Texr, I ſhall firſt fully ſpeak to that, and then 
| ſhall add ſome others to ir. The Apoltle here 
prog Chriſtians to redeem the Time, with this 
eaſon or Argument, becauſe the Daies are evil, 


G 2 Now 
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Now what is here to be underſtood by [ewil 
Dnies4-?--Dazes are ſaid to be good. or. evil (ſacs 
[4] Mr. Bayne ) according to that Which befalleth 
7 them : As a good Time, when 'matter of Com- 
modity or Merriment is in hand : and an evil 
Time, when the contrary. The Hebrews call thoſe 
Daies evil , which are full of Troubles and Diſh- 
culties (faies [b] Bezz). . Daics are not morally e 
vil : They are ſaid to be: evil, not inheremly, but 
adherently, or concomitantly, by reaſonof any moral 
and (intul, or penatand troubleſome Evil, that pre- 
yails and rakes place within the compaſs of them, 
Now the xo4& umeog5s , or Evii of the Day (as 
Chrilt * calls it) is either General, or Special, 


The General Ewil of Daies or Times. 


1. The General Evi, is the Shortneſs, [c) Trou- 
ble and Miſery which does accompany the Time of 
this Life. Of this Jacob ſpeaks : + Few and evil have 
the Days of theYears of myLife been.ln this ſence(ſaies 
[4] St. Auſtin) the Dates were ever evil ſince Adam's 
Fall, becauſe Mankind has been ſubjeft ro Miſery ever 
ſince, Let us askthe Children newly born , faies he, 
why they begin with weeping, that are capable of laugh- 

ng, 


FO 


[4] Baine in loc, 

* Marth, 6. 34. 

[c] Omnia ad 944 gemimus, que expaveſcimmus , tributa Vos 
te ſunt. Sen Ep. 96, 

Gen. 47 9 

En Dries malos due vet faciunt, miſeria hominum © mals. 
tra, Kc, Iſtos \urro8 qui naſcuntur interrogemm ; quare d p!o- 
Fatw mciprant, qui ridere poſſunt, Naſcitnr, & ftatim plo« 
rat : poſt w/c'o quit dies ridet, Unando plorabat of prom 


[5] Brzrzain loc, 


pheta ſhe cilamtatus erat, Lach yme enim tefter ſunt miſe- 
rite. Nondum loquitur ,& jam |rophetat in labore [t futrurumy 
'm tmore, Avgilt. in Text, Hom. 10, inter go, 


.. 


a 


a good Duty m evil Dates. 85 


ing, The Chiid i born, and cries immediately : he 
langhsnot till I know . not how many Daies after, By 


i eryung 45 ſoon 44 it Came into the World, it became the 


Prophet of its own Calamity, Its Tears are the Wiut- 
ml of 11s Miſery. Before it 1s able to ſpeak, a Word, 


jt foretells the manifold Labours and Sorrows it # born 
to vey in ths World. 

e may likewiſe reckon into the general Evil of 
Times and Dates, that [e ] common W ickednefs which 
is to be found in the World in all Ages of the 
World. No Time or Ape, bat may bedenomiia- 
ted evil, from the [-/] evel den and evil Manners 
thereof. 


2, The particular Evil of the Day, is, when any 
ſpecial Evil takes place in ſuch a-Time: Aud thus 
wemuſt underſtand the evil Dares in the Text, of 
ſome Particular Evil that reigned in them z becaule 
it is ſpoken with an Eminency of thoſe Times. 


Now the Ewil of thoſe Times was three-fold ; 
There was the Evil of Errowr: the Evilof Looſ- 
neſs of Life and Manners : and laſtly , the Evil of 
Perſecution, 


The firſt Particular Evil of the Apoſtles Daics, 


and ours. 


1. The Evildf thoſe Times ſtood in-the Errors 
and falſe Dottrines,which were vented and broach- 
G 3 cd 


et 


[e] Dies mali ſunt, id ef, tempues hi: jus vite plinum cf 
[ertationibus 5 laques p cecatorum. Eflius in loc, 

Cf] Mals ſunt, non þ temporss vit.o » ſed hominum $61 17% 
fernpore Vivant, 1d, ib Non [144 natyusd : fea propter homyn m2 
ma'ttiam, que 18 this graſſatur, Stunt igutur malt i, c, prjes - 
lerum ab 1:p11s hammibaes plens. Zach, in loc 


86 Redemption of Time 


cd in the Church , and began to ſpread like a Gar. 
grene. 1 hat which made thoſe Daies Evil, was, 
the great Danger from Seducers , by reaton of 
their * ſlight and cunnmg Craftineſs, whereby they 
lay in wait to decerve : Lay in wait, asa Thief to 
rob ; or as a Fowler, to take lilly Birds : and 
+ made Merchandiſe of People with feigned Wards : 
And by good Words and fair Speeches , by plaulible 
Pretences and Diſcourſes , decezved the Hearts of 
the \| Simple, of eaſy and ſedycible Perſons, That 
which made thoſe Daies evil was, thoſe (* ) damna- 
ble Hereſies, \\ily brought in by falſe Teachers : 
and the (1) Errour of the Wicked (asit is called by 
St. Peter )- Such Errour in Judgment, as diſpoled 
Men to Wickednels 1n their Conyerſations. 

Now this Evil of Errour, is to be found #7 owrg, 
as well asin the Apoſtles Dales. The Times we 
hve in, are Times of SeduCtion, erroneous Times. 
What aſtrong Head has Atheiſin gotten in this 
our Land, in theſe our Daies! God governs the 
World now by W:ſdom , which might ſufficiently 
convince Men of his Deity: But becauſe there are 
pow no more v4/ible ſenſible Appearances of his 
Power in the World, in the immediate exemplary 
Puniſhment of Sinners, therefore they fear ard ac- 
knowledg him no morc. And how doth Atheilſin 
in Life and Afﬀzit;on lead too too many to a radica+ 
ted Atheiſm in Judgment and Opinion ? How many 
of the Gentry of this Nation are miſerably tainted 
and pozſoned with it ? So that our Nation comes tax 
ſhort of the State and Condition of the Heathen 

Rome 


Lg 


*Eh4 14 + 2Pet. 2.3 
I mwra4xz;xwr. Rom, 16. 18. 
*) $ 3d, be (t) 2 Pct 3. 19, 
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Rome, which Cicero thus deſcribes ; [g] Jn Prety, 
and Religion, and im this one puece of Wiſdom , that we 
have known and acknowledged that all Things are ruled 


, and governed by the Power of the immortal Gods, we 


have excelled all Nations and People in the World, How 
far are we this Day from deſerving ſuch a Charac- 
fer as this ? 

When Atheiſm, Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, An- 
tinomuaniſm, Quakeriſm , Popery , have broke 
inlikea Floud : when Errours and Hereſies have 
made ſuchan rode upon us, and ſpread fo tar and 
wide among us: When ſo many 1o boldly deny 
the Providence and very Being of God, the Im- 
mortality of the rational Soul, and a Life and 
State of Retribution in another World ; the Di- 
vine Authority, Perfe:tion, and Perſpicuity of the 
ſacred Scriptures , the eternal Duration of Hell- 
torments , the Divinity and Satisfaftion of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt , the divine Inſtitution of the Lord's- 
Day ; deny the Neceſlity of the Moral Law, di{- 
own Original Sin, and any ſuch Thing as Special, 
Effefttual, Diſcriminating Grace, infallibly ſecu- 
ring the Event as to the Elect : allert Perfection, 
contend for Papal Infallibility , plead for Idolatry, 
and groſs Superitition ; and delign, and endeavour, 
and hope to make Popery become the Religion of 
the Nation it concerns you ſurely carefully now to 
redeem the Time. 

The Ewil of Errour mightily prevails in theſe our 
Daies. Seducers and Impoſtors are ſubtil and in- 
duſtrious ; and Errour isof a catching , ſpreading 
Nature : therefore (as St. Pal ſaid to the Corin- 

G 4 thians) 


[g] Pietate, ac Religione , atque hac wnd Sepientsi, quod 
Deorum immort alum numiny0mna regt, guberm.ntque par ſpe- 
31mg , 0 2ames gente; maiione/que ſuper avimm, 
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thians) * I fear , leſt by any means , 4s the Serpent 
beguiled Eve through bis Subtilty, ſo your Minds ſbaug 
be corrupted from the Simplicity that # in Chris, Taks 
heed that the Leproſie get not into your Head: (ly 
that caſe, you know, the Prie## was to pronounce 
a Man | utterly unclean.) T hat. Errour take not Pol+ 
ſeſſion of your Ana, for that is the Eye, the leads 
jog Faculcy : and i: ir ilip into the Mindzand Fudz- 
ment , 1c will ſteal and creep into the Conſpiente, and 
that 1s ſo attive a Faculty, -that it wiil engage all, 
O do your ucmolt and belt eadeayour to keep your 
ſelves clear and free from the foul and infectious 
Errours of the Times you liye in. || Beware, let 
ye being led away wwh the Errowr of the Wack;a, fall 
from your own Stedfaſtneſ.. 

1. Be not too credulouws. (* ) Believe not every 
Spirit : not every one that preicnds to a Spirit of 
ruth, ating and breathing in him. Now the Ai 
abroad is ſo peltilentially jafetted, rake heed what 
Air you ſuck in. Be very wary what Adoney you 
take, 1ince the Markets are 1o full of adulterats 
Con, 

2. Be careful to avoid the Meetings, and to ſhun 
the Society of Seducers, From (t) Men of corrupt 
Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth, from ſuch wih- 
draw thy ſelf : Don't venture to keep them Coms 
pany, and to take their Breath, who have the Plague 
of wicked Errour upon them, and whoſe Converſe 
1s Death, and theeternal Ruin of your Souls. For- 
bear to hear their Diſcourſes,or to read their Wri- 
tings, You are bidden indeed to (| ) try the Spirits * 
that is, to try all you hear ; but you muſt not be 
bold to hear all , when youcan ſhift it. The Wile 

| Man 
® 2C:r.I1. 3. + Levit 13.44. f 2 Pet. 3 17: 
(*) 1 Joh, 41. (1) 1lin.6.5- () 1 job, 4.1, 
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Man forbids that ; * Ceaſe, my Son, to bear the In- 
ftruftzon that cauſeth to err from the Words of Know- 
ledr, Remember the ſad Event ot Eve*'s Raſhneſs, 
in venturing to liſten to the Diſcourſe of the Ser- 


nt. 

P 3. And that you may be the better ſgcured from 
Errour , labour to get a good Underltanding of 
your Catechiſm : to be well grounded in the Prin- 
ciples and Eſſentials , and fetled in the radical 
ſ{u:damental ard praftical Truths of Religion , 
and throughly acquainted with the Neceſlaries to 
Salvation. Do not ſtick to ſay with [þ] Luther, 
I confeſs, I am ſtill a Learner and Studier of my Cate- 
chiſm. Learn it your ſelves, and teach it your 
Children ard Servants, «nderſtandingly., 

The want of Peoples being well initrufted , and 
throaghly grounded in the Principles of Religion, 
is a great [z] Reaſon of the many Errours thar 
have been ſo rite in theſe late Times. Men have nor 
lyen falt in the Building, upon the Forndation ;, and 
therefore it is , that they haye fo cafily been tum- 
bled up and down like looſe Sroxes. Converſe wirh 
your Catechiſm. 

4. And confirm your Belief of the Divinity of 
the Scripture, by getting rational Evidence, and 
an izward Sence and Experience of it. And ſearch, 
and ſtudy the : Scriptures ; and compare the Noc- 
trines taught by Men with the Word of God, and 
try and examine them by that Rule. 

5. Again ; 


— 


* Prov 19. 27, 

[h] Fateor me Catech:ſmi daſcipeluns. 

[-] It this Duty of Catechiſing be negleRed, we may preach 
our Lurgs our , if we will, but wi-h litth: EFgct; When we have 
{pent a'l our Wind upon the Ears of our People, their Hearts 
willve till apt to be carried away with every Wind of Doctrine. 
Ed. Hai's Peace.maker. p.20. 
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5. Again ; Beg the Spirit of Truth, to lead and 
guide you into all necellary Truth. As it Is not 
a [trong, Conſtitution that will ſecure you from the 
Plague, fo 1t is not your beſt Parts that will pre- 
ſerve you from the Infe*tion of Errour , if the Spi- 
rit of God do not keep and protett you , if the Spi- 
rit of Chrilt, the Spirit of Truth withdraw from 

ou, 

: 6. Add to all, your earneſt Endeavour to pet 

your Hearts * renewed, and ſeaſoned, and * /ta- 

bliſh?d with Grace ;,, which will prove an excellent 

Preſervative, a ſoveraign Antidote and Defenſa- 

tive againſt the Contagion and Infetion of Er- 

rour. Any Errour will eafly ſip into an ignorant, 

wncatechized Head ;, and an unmortihed , unſanCti- 

hed, h_—_ Heart. The t fily Women, that 

were led captive, were ſuch as were laden with Sins, 

led away with divers Luſts. So they were || ungodly 

Men, who turned the Grace of our God into laſcrui- 
ouſneſs , and denied the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Teſms Chriſt, They that walk in looſe Garments, 
ſoon take Wind : Looſe Lives will gather in and 
breed looſe Principles, If you don't take in ſufſfici- 
ent Ballaſt of Grace to ſettle you, you will be toſſed 
to and fro, and carried about with every Wind of ſtrange 
Doitrine. If you want a good Biafs of Sincerity for 
God, carnal Intereſts and Ends will eattly mis-lead 
you. If you bedevoid and deſtitute of Grace, you 
will be proud and conceited, raſh and unwary, you 
will never diltrult your ſelves,you will never weigh 
and conlider Things well betore you take them up. 
Want of Grace, will alſo breed an Itch of vain C#- 
reoſity in your Minds, and caule you to linger and 

| hanker 


* Rom. 12.3. Al-b.134, 9, » Per. 3, 17, 18. 
t a Tim. 3 6. || Jude rerfe 
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hanker after Novelties. Further ; your depraved 
Wills will have a malign Influence on your Under- 
ſtandings; and your carnal Attections will too of- 
ten bribe and pervert your Judgments : fo that . 
whatever your Wills and AﬀecCtions are vehement- 
ly ſet upon, mult be allowed by the Authority of 
your Judgments, and ſecretly, it not openly main- 
tained and pleaded ior. Thoſe various Opinions a- 
bout the Chief Good, might ariſe and proceed from 
their Over-affetizon to ſome created and inferiour 
Good. Your foul Stomach will infect your Brain 
your unſound Heart will cauſe a corrupt Head. 
And an ill Life will engage you to entertain and 
take up ſuch corrupt Priuciples, as may favour and 
foſter your Viciouineſs, give allowance and coun- 
tenance to your Wickedneſs. Your Sin will be- 
come the Root of Errour. If you be loth to be 
ruled by the Laws of Chriſt, you have a Tempta- 
tion from your own Lults to turn to Antinomia- 
niſm. As Luther ſaid, that Every Man had a Pope 
in bus Belly ;, So, every wicked Man has an Heretick, 
in his Breaſt, And let me moreover tell you, that 
without Grace you wil) never taſte and ſavour, rel- 
liſh, love and like the Truth ; or have any ſenſible, 
ſweet, experimental Knowledg of it, which may 
engage and keep you cloſe to ir. The Truths of 
God are ſo ſuitable £o a gracious Heart , that it 
quickly cloſeth with them : But the Errours of 
the Wicked are flatly againſt ſuch and ſuch = 
cal Impreſſions upon the Soul of a Chriſtian. A gra- 
cious Perſon has a good Complexion and Conltitu- 
tion of Soul, which diſg«ſts and diſreliſheth what- 
ſoever is contrary to it. And therefore many an 
Errour lies but «nevenly and «ntowardly in a good 
Man's Mind, when preſented to his Thoughts ; And 
yihen an honeſt-hearted Chriltian hears ſomg Sermon 
or 
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or Diſcourſe that is erroneous ; though he be not 
able handſomly to deteCt, and logically to lay open 
the Nature, and Danger of the Errour 3; yet it 
goes againſt him ; he cannot down withirt ; he finds 
a ſtrong Antiathy againſt ir, he has (not by Inſp. 
ration , but by real {_ k.7] 1mpreſſion on his Soul) a 
Witneſs within himſelf againſt it ; an imward Senſe, 

that diſapproves it ; a new- Nature, that nauſea 
rejects, and riſes againſt it. Juſt as the Sea, by 
the Strength of its Nature , caſts up , works out, 
and purgeth it ſelf of thoſe Straws and Sticks, that 
Filth and Dirt , that Frippery and Traſh, which 
flowed into it with the River-water. And there- 
fore get a Principle of Grace into thy Heart, as ever 
thou wouldſt keep Erroxr out of thy Head. And 
be ſure to * hold a good Conſcience, that you may 
be able to hold the Dottrine of Faith, + Hold the 
Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience * Like hea- 
venly Manna , let it be kept 1n a Por of pure 
Gold. 

By all means labour to be || ſound in. the Faith ; 
and (*) hold faft the Form of ſound Words: Reſolve, 
by the Help of God, to (*) hold it fait againſt all 
Temptations to let itgo : Holdit falt in Faith and 
Love : Let the Grace of Love even glue you to the 
Truth, and conſtrain you to a frm Adheſion to 
It. (t) Receive the Love of the 'Truth, that you may 
abide in the Truth, and may not be given over to 
ſtrong Deluſions, to believe a Lie. 

(/]) Contend earneſtly far the Faith, which was once 
delivered unto the Saints, Vigoroully oppoſe ſunda- 

mental 


[ & ] See Mr, Baxrey's Unreaſon, of Infd. His 24 Diſcourſe 
there, on 1 Joh. 5. 10, p. 116, 117, 127; 138, i58, 161, 

* 1Tim. 119. + 1 Tint. 3. 9. 

Ct) 2 Thefll, 2,10, 11. 


| Tir, 2. 2. (*) z Tim. 1. 13+ 


(1) Jude 3 
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mental Errours , ſuch as direttly, or redutively, ex- 
prefly , or by neceſſary Conſequence, deſtroy the 
Articles of our Faith. Contend for fundamental 
Truths : for theſe eſpecially, and moſt earneſtly ; 
but not for theſe ozly. Contend for all Truth , 
(All Truth is valuable) for the {aft Truth : The 
very Parings and Filings of Goldare precious. Con- 
tend as well for that, which is not acknowledged 
to be necellary to Salvation ; as for that which is 
accounted commonly and ordinarily neceſlary , 
though not with an equal Contention. We are 
chiefly to look to the Foundation, or elſe the Houſe 
will certainly fall : But yet we mult look to the 
Ties of the Houſe too, or. elſe the Rain will beat 
into the Houſe, andin time the very Foundation 
may rot, and moulder, ard periſh. If we neglect 
thoſe Truths which are not fundamental, we may 
Al be brought to neglect Fundamentals them- 
elves. 

Yet in ſmaller Errours be content to bear what 
you cannot care. Very good Chriltians may have 
(as it is ſaid of St. Cyprian) nevos in candido pettore ;, 
here and there a Mole or Mark in otherwiſe a fair 
and clear Breaſt, Very honeſt Hearts may have 
ſome lighter Errours in their Minds , ſome Mit- 
takes or other in their Judgments, which ought to 
be prudently tolerated, rather than brotherly Peace 
and Union be broken and violated , or Chriſtian 
Love and charitable Aﬀection be withdrawn and 
alienated. Wiſely and carefully diſtinguiſh between 
thoſe Diterences in Opinion, which are as the /tr:- 
viug of one Iſraclite with another (which is the Lord 
[p] Yerulawselegant Compariſon) and thoſe per- 
mcious damnable Hereſies, wh:ch are as the fizhr- 

mg 


[: ] Advanc, of Learn, |, 9. p. 473- 
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ing of an Egyptian with an Iſraelite : You muſt; with 
Moſes,be mild and gentle, tair and peaceable indea- 
ling with the former ; but ſharp and ſevere in oppug- 
ning and ſuppreſling the latter, 

Take care that you your ſelyes don*t deſperate- 
ly fall into the groſs and grievous Errours of the 
Times you live in: And take all Opportunities, 
according to your Abilities, to inform and inſtruc, 
to gain and win and bring over the erroneous and 
incredulous, to the * ackrowledring of the Truth, 
which is after Godlineſs. 


That is the firſt; Redeem the Time, becanſe 
the Dazes are evil: Daies, in which dangerous 
Errours aitd falſe Do:trines are vented and pro- 
pagated. 


The ſecond Particular Evil of the Apoſtles Dates, 


and ours, 


2. The Evil of the Apoſtles Times ſtood in the w1- 
cious and wicked Lives of ſcandalous Profeſſors of the 
Goſpel. 

The Daies are Evil; that is (ſaies [m7] Cato) 
all Things are full of Scandals and Corruptuns : inſo- 
much as it"s hard for thoſe that are good to be kept free 

from hurt , to be preſerved untainted with the In- 
fection of the Times. 

And in this Senſe , the Daies we live in, are evil 
Daies to0. 


The 


” AR $& 
[mm] Dies males efſe dicit, h, e, ona ſcandalis 7 corruptelis 
eſſe plena, ut difficuld ſit pros manere wlieſos, Calv. in og 
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The preſent Age, is an ungodly Age. + Iniquity e- 
verywhere abonnds, Great and groſs Irreligion 
and Profaneneſs, extreme Looſneſs and LicentiouC- 


"neſs, boundleſs Senſuality and Voluptuouſneſs, 


immeaſurable Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, beaſtly 
Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs , prodigious Pride 
and Haughtineſs, bitter Animoſity and Revenge, 
malicious Slandering and Backbiting , raſh and un- 
charitable.Judging and Cenſuring;Lying,Swearing, 
Subornation, Perjury , Curſing, Sabbath-breaking ; 
Unthankfulneſs, Unfruitfulneſs, Want of Humili- 
ation and Reformation under Variety of fore and 
ſevere Judgments, Careleſneſs of God's Providen- 
ces, Contempt of his Word and Ordinances , Ab- 
uſe of his ble!ſed Spirit, Playing and Drolling with 
Scripture, Mocking at Religion, Scoffing at Holi- 
neſs, and Enmity againſt Purity and the Power 
of Godlinefs, are now rife and common, the reign- 
ing and crying Sins of this Land and Nation. 

Now what ſhould we do, to make a good Uſe, and 
due [Improvement of ſuch evi! Dazes as theſe ? I an- 
ſiwer 


1. Are the Dates thus evil ? let us then, in a 
right manner , be troubled at the Evil of them. It is 
ſaid, that * righteous Lot, dwelling among the filthy 
Sodomites, #n ſeeing and hearing , vexed his righteous 
Soul, from day to day, with their unlawful Deeds. (He? 
vexed [himſelf ;,7] was attrve in it. Saint Peter ex- 
preſles more in th#s than in the former Verſe (as Cal- 
vin obſerves) to wit, that Lor did [nz] voluntarily 
and willingly affiitt himſelf : He did ir freely 5, he was 

not 


+ Matt, 24-12, * 2Pet.2z.8. 
[=] Nempe qa0d voluntarios cruciate juſtus Lot ſubierit, 
Caly.inlcc. 
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 notfor0dtoit. He [vexed] himſelf; ipaonnitey, 
"Tis. [9] a Metaphor. drann from Torments , (ſays 
Gerhard) (.p) The ſame Word is uſed to ſet out Hell. 
Torments, This good Man continually tortured 
and tormented himſelt: He lived a grievous painful 
Life';z labouring no leſs, than if he had laien upon 
the Rack, It was a kind of Hell upon Earth to him, 
to ſee and hear ſuch Things among them. They 
gave him Ground and Cauſe enough of Trouble and 
Grief , by their [mpietics and [mpurities ; and hig 
righteous Soul could not but work, upon that Mats 
ter, and vex and affliit himſelf therewith. 

The groſs Wickedneſs of ungodly Men, is con- 
trary to the gracious Temper , and new Nature of a 
good Man : and theretore he is no more able to 

ear it, than the Sromach can bear that which it 
vauſeates, As a muſical Ear will be offended with 
any harſh Sound ;, So Sin grates upon a godly Man, 
and is a Diſcord to him. At his new Bi-th there 
was implanted in his Nature a true Zeal to the 
Cauſe and Intereft of Righteouſneſs and Goodneſf in 
the World : an «ward Senſe of its Beauty, Excel- 
lency, and Uſefulneſs in the World : and a clear 
Conviction, and ſtrong Apprehenion of the Vani- 
ty , Unprotitableneſs, and Miichievouſnels of Sin 
in. the World. The -righteous Man has a real 
Diſlike of, a mighty Prejadbce, and inward Antipa- 
thy againſt Sin, as Sin : He hates Sin, and loves 
Holineſs heartily , wherever he tinds jt; and real- 
ly wiſhes that there were no ſuch Evil as Sin in the 
World, He 1isof another Spirit than. wicked Men 
are : of a better Conllitution, of a purer and more 
refined 


ſo] Ef *'eraphrrig to ments dutta. Gerhar. in loc, 
lp) Tango t Samos, The Rich Man being in Tor» 
ments, Luke ave 23+ 


a good Duty i evil Daies. gy 
refiied Temper: His new Natore and Difp6ſition' 
& directly contrary to that -which is evit” -a&d 
therefore > whenever he ſees 'it, wherever” he 
fneers with'ir, itis a Vexation and Torment to 


him. 
$0 holy David ſeriouſly laid to heart the Sins of 
others, was deeply alfe-ted' with them , and hea- 
vily attlited for them. * #Horroxr hath taken hold 
won me, becauſe of the Wicked that forſake thy-Law. 
| Rivers of Waters run down mine Eyes, becauſe 'thry 
keep not thy Law, + My Zeal hath conſumed me-; not 
becauſe ] have Enemies , and theſe Enemies de- 
ſpiſe me ; but , becauſe mine Enemies have forgotten 
thy Words, I bebeld the Tranſgreſſors , and was grit-" 
ved ;, becauſe they kept not thy Word. (* ) The Zeal 
of thine Houſe hath eaten me up ;, and the Reproaches 
of them that reproached thee are fallen upon'me. "When 
he was 1: Trouble , he teſtifies his Sorrow for the 
Reproaches thar fell upon God , as if he himſelf 
had been reproached. And the Prophet Feremy 
could ſay ; ( t) My Soul ſhall weep in ſecret Places for 
Pride, And the Saints in Fern/alemare defcri- 
bed to be (|| ) Men that ſigh, and that cry , for all the 
Abominations that be done in the midſ> thereof.. - And 
you know St. Pal is very famous for this AﬀeCtion : 
In the caſe of the inceſtuous Perſon he wrote unto / 
the Corinthians [*] with many Tears, out of much 
Afiittion and Anguiſh of Heart, I fear, leſt when 1 
come again (ſaies he) my God will humble me among 
you, and that I ſhall bewail many which have ſinned al- 
ready, and have not repented of the Uncleanneſs and For- 
nication, and Laſcrvwuſneſs which they have mon 
H "MF7 


__—— 


— A 


* Plal.irg. 53, | Verſe i354, 139+ ÞF Verſe 148. 
by Plal 69. 9 (t) Jer. 13- 17- (4) Ezci. 9 +4 
[*]} a Cour, v.4. {f] 2 Cor-12, 24 
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ted; X Alary,malk, ({aies he) of whom-T have tvldyoy 


u, arg nam tell you ,, even weeping, that they are th 
Eamiee of the Crof of Chit, - gran ens 
3h Lag it mightbe 4b. with eyery,one of us3 

Let a Time of others Sin, be the Time of our Sorrom| 
Let lt; greatly trouble.us, to- ſee our :gaod God 
wronged, our heavenly;Fatherabuſed, and his hq» 

Jultand good Law: broken and - violated ; Ta 
ee the. Goipel. diſhonoured, and Religion diſcre+ 
ted :."T'o ſee Satan pleaſed and honqured, and 
his. Kingdom ſtredgthyed and advanced by. the 
Wickedneſs of; the Wicked : To ſee the precious 

Souls of. Sinners-hazarded. and endangered by their 
Qwn-Wilful Sin and. Wickedneſs : Tor obſerve re 
reogal Creatures living like mere brute Beaſts ;, Bap- 
tned Chriſtians ating like very Devils. incarnate * 
To,ftind Men rebelling againſt Light , reſiſting. 
Rggroof , loath to be reclaimed, hardned in their 
$1n;; and hating to be reformed : To ſee ſo many 
Foals.and Mad-men beſorted and bewitch'd, crueh 
tg their own Souls, and Enemies to their own; 
Peace, refuſing all Helps of Health and Cure, 


contemaing the Means of their Recovery , fond'of, 


aj Diſcaſe,, in loye with-Slavery, devoted. to their 
Enemy, courting their-own Miſery-and Calamity » 
chuling Death rather than Lite, eternal Life ; wal- 
king:apace in the broad Way that leadeth tro De- 
ſtruftion;. running}, on in the Way. to Hell, the 
Way-that goeth down tothe Chambers of Death : 


To behold-ſo many ſtabbing themſelves to the ve-- 


ry Heart, greedily ſwallowing their own Poiſon, 
running.into Pelit-houſes and intected Places,drow- 
nipg themſclves in Deſtruction and Perdition, and 

IF caſting 


_—CA—— 


* Phil, 3, 18, 
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alzogotheinitives inte- intolerable, crernal, pos 
quenchadle Flames. -- - 

2: AwpQd kt us moneover marr to fee ſo much Hurt 
ard Mijobigf done wy the Warid by orbers open Sin and 
Wacked#f + To ſee Sin become to faſhionable and 
creditable : To behold /o many corrupted and infec» 
ted, -bhardoed and confirmed mm Sin:avd Wicked- 
zels, by the :f Examples of looſe: Livers aud vicious 
thonched Perſons : Todiſcern the heinous, pro» 
wing Sius of notorioully wicked Pecſonss haſtens 
my and pulling down Fud7ment after Fudgment upon 
the Land. of our Nativity , and the Flaces of our 
abode: To ſee Sin fpread, .this =__ Plague ens 
create, and 2 Cloud/of divine Wrath and Judg- 
nent.gathering, and growing thick and black, and 
hanging over our Heads,ready to drop and ſhower 
down upon us. Let ns be fo publick fpirited, as t9 
betroubled, exceedingly troubled, that fo much 
Miſchief, publick Miſchiet, ſhould be done by others 
$88 : That ſo many ſhould be drawn into Sin, of 
brought under Suffering, by the common and open 
Wickedneſs of the Wicked. 

3- Farther yet 3 Let it bea Thing very gr-evors 
tous, to meet with a Sort of ev, who wiſtead of 
perplexing and tormenting themſelves with the Sins of 
others, do pleaſe and- delight, recreate and refreſh 
themſelves with the Ss of others ; Do tempt and 
eatice thera into Sin, and hearten and harden them 
it their Sin : Whoare ſo far from troubling them- 
ſelves at others Sins, tHat they * do the ſame, ard 


have pleaſure in them that do them: Who make 


themſelyes merry with thoſe Sins which make the 
Land mowrn ; That will laugh at Lewdne(s, and 
H 2 make 


— w—_ —_ 


100 


i "Redemption'of-Thme 
make a mock.at-Sin- , -and:hear the Relation/of ang 
ther's Wickedneſs with an inward T :ckiing, and 
fecret-Delight 3 As if the Reproach and Diſhonour 
of God were a very good jeſt,and the eternal Dam. 
nation of immortal Souls were a Thing ht to make 
fport with. | | 
-. 4- Once more; Let it-make our very Hearts ak, 
totake notice-ot ſome , who wmſtead of vexing then. 
ſelves with the unlawful, ungodly Deeds of the Wic. 
ked ;* do- daily vex: and afflitt themſelves with the 
lawful and -godly Deeds of the Righteous : Who 
miterably trouble and torment themſelves with the 
Goodneſs and Holineſs ,, and not with the Vilenek 
and Wickedneſs of others : Who ſtorm-at others 
$trictneſs, /and fret and fume -at others Forward- 
neſs in the Way of Holineſs; and are mad 
heart, that any that live among them refuſe torm 
with them into all Exceſs of Riot : To whom the very 
Preſence and Company of a good Man is oftentimes 
as offenſive and troubleſome, as would be the viſible 
Appearance of the Devil among them : Who hear 
tily vex to hear at any Time any ſerious, { 
*youry , good” Diſcourſe from them ; and aretor- 
mented before ther Time by the gracious Live, 
and good Converſations of ſerious, conſcientious 
Chrijtians. 

5- And after all; Let it be no ſmall trouble and 
grief tows, to find ſo few troubling themſelves with ſuch 
Matters as theſe. That Men, too generally, ſhould 
only regard themſelves, abd mind their own Bags, 
and Barks, and Bellies, and Bodies ; and feel no- 
thing but that which touches their outward Eſtates, 
and nearly concerns their worldly Intereſts; but 
wholly neglect and diſregard the Cauſe and Inter- 


elt of God and Goodneſs in the World. That fo 
many, /o patiently, can ſee, and hear, and bear 
any 


the £ 
littl 
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any open and common ,Wickednefs 3..and if they 
can be reſpected rbemſelves.,, matter it ot. much tho? 
God be d:ſhonoxred : So they themſelves be pleaſed , 
care little or nothing though God be diſpleaſed : 
and if they themſelyes can -but . get, gain, let God 
and Religion-loſe, what they will for them. Thar 
Men;ſhould count it a piece of oVer- much R ighteouſe 
xe/s to take any notice of others Faults ;; and think 
itenough to cry. God mercy for their own Sins, 
without afflicting and tormenting themſelves with 
the Sins of others. That Magiftrates ſhould be fo 
little ſenſible of daily Afronts done to God. That 
Miniſters ſhould ſee their Flocksrunning on to De- 
ſtruftion, and have no more Bowels of Compaſli- 
on... That Maſters of, Families ſhould not at all lay.. 
to. .heart their Servants Offences, and frequent 
Treſpalles againſt their heavenly Lord and Maſter. 
That Parents Hearts ſhould even ake again, if any. 
little Hurt or Illneſs come to their Children's Bo- 
des ;, and their Bowels-never yearn at all, though- 
Miſchiefand Miſery , through Sin and Iniquity, fall 
upon their Soxls to all Eternity. That Men ſhould, 
kindly do their Neighbours any friendly Offices in, 
Civil Matters ; .relieve them , if in Want; vilit 
them, if they be ſick ; pull out their Ox or Aſs, it 
fallen mato the Ditch ;. and if their Houſe be on 
Fire, preſently run and help to quench it : and yet 
never be affected with the ſad and lamentableſþ:ri- 
txdl,Eſtate of their Neighbours. That Mea ſhould 
ſe and ſuffer thoſe about them to make Shipwrack 
of a good Conſcience, to loſe their Peace, loſe 
Heaven, loſe their God, loſe their Souls ; to be 
juſt falling into Hell-fire; to grow violently ſick 
of the Plague of the Heart ;, to die in- their Sins be- 
fore their Eyes, and perith in their Iniquities be- 
fore their Faces; withour fetching one Sigh, or 
H 3 drop- 
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dropping ane Tear: for” ther ; -or ſpeaking 696 
Welk ty Ueim ;- or tendi bis Hank to 
help.thetn. How oopht they to aftinmed; than | is | 
can be patlonatly atte&ted in other. Matters; 4ifl 4 
yet have no Paffion; nv Tronble, no-"Tears, for || 
the common.and'dangerons Stts*of the Ther and | fatio 
Places iti which they Eve 5: and to whit they Ct00 
belong ? | Icet us be af #ted with their Wan of | wr / 
Mfﬀeftion rpon' fo great and *prgent an Occafion; | Mo 
Are the Dares evil, in' reipett of evil Men,"and | yp0! 
their evil Manhirs ? ket tsbe& roubled at the Emil of taſio 
chem, That's the firſt, 13 one C9 


2. Are the Daies thus evil ?' Let mw then ſer this the 
we be not made worſe bythem: 180 * have rh» Fellows not 
ſhip with the wnfraitful Works of darkneſs (25 the Apb- But 
ftle advifeth) t Let% be blamttefs and burmleſs.,-th | and 
Sons of God , without Rebuke, in the ave, of 'n treohe in 
and perverſe Nation (2s 'the fare Apoſtle cyhotrerh an 

here you ſee the Apoſtſe argues from” the # | no! 

ality, and*bad Conditionof thofe among. whim | rel 
ey converſed : for ( as-fp}. Grerims res ) cor 
the Lives ant Munners , both of the Fews , and un- Vic 


converted Gentiles , were "at that Time exceeding pl 
corrupt. p "gh e449 | "6 | VC 

And here' the rgnmetr holds theſe * two H 
WAWs.-: = "8; SIS. cm t 


(1.) Rtconcern'd the Phiſfppians to be "ſincere at 
and upright , [9] becauſe-they lived with fich pl 
wicked Perſons,” whto were teady to ſ{aey that | 

| 4 which t 
Rd modes, 9 | Y 


* Eph. 5, ' + Philip. z 15. 

[7] Etant gnim eo rempere moves Fadgorum 7 Gentinm nou 
canverſurym 46 Chriſt ua cor ruptiyfutes. Qrotius in Joc. 

[9] Quyd agerextr inter malo!, n pro canim ſul pravitate j 


11471 bene f4tta CYIMMIRATECNTHP 1us$ in loc. 
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which was pod. and therefore !would. be' fare to 
ar fr avare that which was” bad. So Eſftius,”, And 
this ſame Duty greatly concerns. our {lyes "this 
, for the famereaſon. - 
© (2. It behoves us tobe'careful of our;Sonyers 
ſation, in the midſt of a wicked and adulterais,” 3 
trooked and perverſe Generation , [77]. that we 
our ſelves be Not corrupted and deprqyed with the_ evil 
Manners of thaſe. among ' whom we live. . $9, fart by 
ppon the Place. * Let's be careful to avoid. all Uc- 
taſions.of Sin , and to reſiſt all Temprations to. tl 
Sin$ , Which regs and abound in the Times and Pla- 
ces wherein we live. Though, we dwell amgiig 
the Wicked, let's not communicate in theix.;$ids, 
Ki ive any counteriance to, their Wickegpeſs ; 
But,beg and #ſe God's Grace and. Help, implore 
and employ the divine Strength , for the overcam- 
ing and conquering the Temptations both of Mep 
and Devils : And Reartily bleſs God, that -we are 
not left and forſaken of God,, and giver, upto the 
reigning Siris and Vices of the Times. Let's not be 
conformed to this World.;.to-the evil Cultons ard 
vicious Manners ' that. generally ,prevail and -take 
place in it ; fior follow a multitude to do evil, If ne- 
yer ſo many ſhould fab themſelves . at their very 
Hearts , or drown themſelves 1g the Thames, or. ſe'e 
their Houſes with their own. Hands to conſume 
and deſtroy themſelves ; would this induce. any 
wiſe Man todo the like ? Why then ſhould any ot- 
fer to * drown themſelves in deſtrution and perdition, 
to throw themſelves into Hel-fire, and to calt a- 


way their Souls for ever, becauſe many others do ſo ? 
H 4 When 


Pr] Ut nihil ab ellis malitia 5 praviiat nebss af 164 Tz 
name. Zanchius in loc, : 
© I Tim, 6. 9, 
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When, Vice. grows into Faſhion Singularity is, a 
Vertnd. When Sandi Is Aon purge L "oy 
PTB be that goeth in a Manner alv#e.; and walks 
nweariedly in the holy Path, though he has but 
ew to bear him company in the narrow Way to Hea- 
yen, "Though the common Yore' ſhould go agajnlt 
vs',; yet, with holy * Foſbua , let us be ſingular in 
our 'Yertuous Cho:ce. and pious Reſolution, Let 
us, with Noah, bz upright , and walk with God, 
even when t all Pleſb have corrupted their way. Le 
vs, With Lot, be: righteous even In” Sodom; and 
ceep Our Garments undefiled and unſpotted with 
_ theFleſh, evenin a Sik, of Sin and Unclcannek,. 
e's uſe all poſſible Arts and Means, toretain our 
FU atMfubreSin a very bad and corrupt Air © to kee 
the Sparkof Grace alive in the very midlt of the 0, 
cean * to preſerve and maintain a gracious Diſpo- 
fitjon in the niids 6f'4 Deluge of Temptation. Let 
us labour to be like Fo, ſweet and fie in Us Wa- 
'tet : like Pearls or Jewels , fparkling in a Dungbill : 
yea, to be like the Sur, ſhining upon a Dynghil; 
whoſe pure Rates and clear Beams ate no way pollu- 
red with the Filthineſs of it. Let's endeavour tg 
be righteous among the Unrighteous;” and zealous 
among, thoſe that are careleſs and negligent of God 
and Religion : And let the Coldneſs of the ambient 
Air without, not extinguiſh or weaken, but for- 
rify and ſtrengthen our Tu ernatural Heat within. 
Though we hive in bad Times, yet let's keep our 
ſelvesfree from the' Evil of the Times. And the 
freer we keep and preſerve our. ſelyes from the 
Taint and Intection of the common Corruption 
we ſhall the more notably reprove and condemn, dif- 
| Courage 
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* Joſh. 24.15, f Gen. 6. 124 
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courage and diſcountenance the reigning Sins -and 
abounding Vices of the Times we live in. Though 
we be in the World which lies in Wickedneſs, yet 
let us not be of the. World ; but pray to God to 
keepus, and endeavour to keep our ſelves * from 
the Evil of the World. 

Let not us be the worſe for theſe evil Daies, far 
if we be ade worſe by them, we ſhall alſo make them 
worſe. Let our Care and Endeavour be, to be 
good” [tt evil Dajes : and as the Evil of Sin abounds, 
let us encreaſe in Holineſs. Farther 


. Let us labour, as to be good, ſa to do good in 
evil Daies : As to be food our ſelves, ſo to make. c- 
thers good in the worſt Times that can be : By a 
holy and exemplary Converſation to be inſtrumen- 
tal to their Converſion; and, it it be poſſible, a 
Means effe{tual to bring thevery Worſt and Wic- 
kedeſt hometo God. In the t midſt of a croaked 
.and 'perverſe Nation, let s ſhine. as Lights in the 
World, holding farth the Word of Life. By our ver- 
tuous Lives, adorncd with excellent Actions, let's 
ſhine as ſo many Stars before them : and be as {o 
many Lights fer up in Towers, to dirett others how 
ta Reer aright thcir Chriſtian Courſe, and ſafely 
to arfiveat the Port of eternal Reſt, and the Ha- 
ven of heavenly Happineſs. Let us pity and pray 
for thoſe who pity and pray not for themſelves : 
let us exhort, admoniſh them ; rebuke, reprove 
them; and || ſave chem with Fear, pulling them out 
of the Fire, Let us labour in this manner to 
make the evil Men of the Times as much better as 
We Can, 
By 


———— 
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* Joh. 19-15. Þ Phil. 2.15,16, || Jude 2x, 
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By way of Morive, Conſider ſeriouſly theſe thre 
'T hings. 


Mor. 1. That if wegrow bad in evil Times, we 
can ferch no 'excuſe from the Times for our Sinz. 
Men are apt indeed to tranilate the blame of their 
"own Attions upon the Times and Places in. which 
they live. [5] Seneca complains of ſome, , too rea- 
-dyto do'ſoin'his Daies : that would argue,.and 
plead thus for thetnſelves ; 7 am' not ambitions ,, but 
no man can live therwſe in Rottie, T am not extra- 
wvagantly ſumptuors , but. the City enforces great Ex- 
pences 7 'Tt.15 coſtly and chargeafite living 1n the Ci- 
ty. But why do we deceive our ſebves (fays he) ? _ The 
Evil is nat from "any Cauſe without 16 , it 1 "within 
"us, ut 1s ſeated on and ſticks in our vtry Bowels, 

If our Minds and Hearts . were well diſpoſed, 
and rightly enclined ; Temptations would prove 
like Fire falling upon [fr] #ncombuſtcble Matter. 

' Evil Times and Places are indeed an Occaſion of 
Sm ; but the Cauſe is, our own Hearts and Wills. 
Tf we would carefully watch over our ſelves,, and 
#bove all keepings keep our Heatts, we might keep our 
ſelves * wiſpatted from the World, in the corruptelt 
Timesand Places ;, as well as athers , recorded in 


Scrip- 


_ ht. h. —— 4 __ —_— _Ol ———————— 
n — 4 


['s] Tatelligas tua vitia efſe,que putas rexum, Non ega am- 
bitrofres ſum, fed were aliter Roma poreft vivere, Now #go funt- 
profes (wm, ed Orb ipſ4 magnas imipenſas exigit. TE 
de ipimue > non if extr emſecus malum nttrum : mmre no: ft, in 
v1ſcertbus 1p[ae ed t, Seneca Ep. 50. 

[tr] Nec mtereft ex quam migna cauſa (ir4) naſcater, ſed 
m qadlem perveniat animum. Sic ignu mon refert qudm md. 
gnms , ſed quo racidat : nam et14m maximum ſolids non recege- 
rm; rurfin arida, & tortipi fatilia , [cintilam quoque foyent 
w/que ad ixcendium, Seneca Ep, 18. in hng 
* Jam.1, 37. 
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Serrptore for 'our 'Example and' Enconragement, 
have done Hefore ns. The” Baaneſs of the Times (4s 
[#] Mr. Dyke, otcafionatly citing my Text, notes 
wel upon'i) 4:4 ner ſerve with St; Paul for 4 Cloak, to 
excuſe our Conformey to the Times ,, — ' but '45 4 Spitr 
to exrite #* 10 be fo much the” more” careful of our ſelves, 
for to be ſwaied mith the common Stream, <— Ai 
ood reafon hive we (ties he to makg this uſe, of the 
Carpprica of the Times ;, for , if the Air be geveraly 
irfections , had we not need ta be ſo much rhe more ſtrit 
m our Diet, und careful m the aſe of wholeſome Preſer- 
vatives * * Surely (as the ſame Author ,adds) the 
worſe the Times are, rhe nearer grow they to theit 
End ; and therefore ſo much the. more a ehenſrve ought 
we to be of the Oct aſtons of good, becae the Day, © 
hich only We can work,,, is declining apace, and that 
fearfud Night approacheth, wherein none can works 


Confer, '* | | ES 

* Mot. 1. It weil be opr high Praiſe and Glory, to be 
religious and holy, when the Trmes are profane and un- 
go ly : To be. od Huſbands in redeeming the Time, 
when others are proegals round about us.[3) As it's 
4 great Si tobe bad1n good Times, fo "tis ati ad- 
mirable Perez to be good. Mm had Times. . It is not 
fo praife-worthy to- be gaod in good Times, and 
among good Perſons : Bnt'to reſiſt the 'Styeam of 
evil Times and Perſons, to tug hard againſt Wind 
and Tide ; to reſolve to be good, and to endea- 
vour to do good , againit all Oppoſition and Dsſcou- 
razement whatever : Not to follow others in 7 

linful 
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[4] Of the Decehfulnefs of Man's Heart, p. 157. 

4] Sicut graviery cuipe eff ,imter bemos bonum non «ſe, ita 
ymmenſi eff pracon benum etiam inter malas extiſſe. Gieg, 
]. 1. Mor, c, 3. 
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ſnful Waies. and; Courſes ; but to tread contrary, 
and tohecome Examples of Vertue to others ; this 
will tend to our great Commendation. He that can 
be {trift among looſe Livers,holy among moſt pro- 
fane Perſons, chaſt among the laſcivious., [x] ſo- 
ber among Drunkards, modeſt among impudent 
Railers, juſt amopg Defrauders, . heavenly among 
Earth-worms ; He is an excellent Perſon. indeed : 
He deſerves an Ecce to be put upon him : . We may 
ſay of him, as our Saviour ſaid concerning Natha- 
nacl, Behold an Iſraclite indeed! | y] Thus ſets of 
the Righteouſnels of the Righteous, and makes it 
more conſpicuous and glorious. + 


" Mor, 3. Conſider thirdly ; That our Redeeming 
the Time in this manner, # the only way to. make the E- 
vil Days better. The. Reforming and | Amendin 


our ſelves and others, is a proper means to alter and 


rettify the Times. The freeing both owr. ſelves and 
others from the Evil thet,is.in any of ww, will ſurely 
free the Times from the Evil that is. in; them, Our 
Sins are they that make the Times to be. every way 
{0 bag az they are. Our aggravated Sins are the 

reateſt Eyil of the Times ; And the Eyil of Sin 

raws all other Evils along with it : and therefore 
remoye'the-Evil of Sin, apd the Times will quickly 
be every way well amended. 


The 
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[x] Hoc mult ſorting e/7, ebrio 4c vomitantepopulo, ſiccum 
ac ſobrium eſſe. Seneca Ep. 18, | : 

fo] xm medioeru tithls VWirtutys eff, imter pravos vivert 
bonum, & mter malign antes innocenti4 reronere candorem, Bern, 
{:rm. 48, in Cant, 
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The Third Particular Evil of the Apoſtles Days, and in 
what Degrees of ' Unrs. I 


g. The Evil of the Apoſtles Fimes ſtoedalfoiin 
Perſecution, which was hoe then, and like to grow 
hotter. Thoſe Daies were Ereleſie dies C aniculares, 
(as Tertullian calls them) the ſcorching Dog-Days of 
the Church. The Apoſtles were forbidden to 
preach in the Name of Chriſt; and Chriſtians 
were Prohibited to name the Name of Chriſt. Then 
it was perilous for any Perſon to. profeſs himſelf a 
Chriſtian. [b] The Confeſſion of the Name, was e- 
nough to make Men the Objects of a publick Ods- 
#m, without any Examination of the Crime, ['c] On- 
ly the Name did precondemn a Sect unknown, and 
an Author of it whom they were ignorant of ; be- 


' cauſe they were nominated, not becauſe they were 


convinced. ['d] If you ſhould have ſearch'd their 
Priſons, you ſhould have found them hlPd with Ma- 
lefactors only of their own Religion : you could not 
have ſeen a Chriſtian there that was a Crimmal, un- 
leſs it were only on this Account, that he was a 
Chriſtian, But (as [e] Tertullian argues excellently 
in his ſinewy Apology) if Chriſtian be a Name of no 
Crime, *tis ridiculous to make a Crime of the meer 
Name. Yet the Heathen (as he remarks there) 
C7] fell fo blindly into the hatred of C h_ - 

at 
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{ 5) Terrul, Apolog. c. 2. [<] Ibid, c. 3. | 

[4] De veſtru ſemper eſtuat carcer : --»= Nemo 5-1c Chriſt 4- 
nw , nf hoc tanthm . aut ſi I aliad, jam non Chriſt ian, 
Ibid. c. 44. 

[e] Ibid, c 2. N:owe 1g4twr fi nom odium eff, quis nominum 
rearus ? Gun Atcr/atro Wocabulorum 2 C. 2. 

[/] Bonw vor Cajus Scius ram im g: of Chriſtianns Ttem 
als. 


©b0@ . Revdemiouof Thye: .. 
that whenever they gave a Teſtimony of the Probity 
af any ſuch Perſon, they gungled lome. Expreſſian 
of Exprobration fox. their. Name. "I'was common 
to ſay, Such an one indeed is a good Man, but only 
thatbe# aChriftions ..\And. again 3 1 wonder that 
ſuch; an:0ncy a wiſe Aden , ſhould of a fuddain be 
made a Chritian. ''T'o which it might have. been 
well replied, That. ſuch an one is goed, and ſuchan 
one prougent, becauſe he is a Chriſtzan'+ Or, it there- 
fore appears that {ſuch an one is in truth aChrifsan, 
becaiiſe he: ris prudent and. good. [| g] AS any was 
better 'd: bly bearing, this' Name , he became by ſa 
much the more offenſwe ; For the good. that. was in 
any Chriſtian, was not of fo great Force and Po- 
wer as was the hatred againſt all Chriſtians. [4] E- 
ven an innocent Name was od:o-4 in very innocent 
Men. The Gentiles declared themſelves Encmies 
to thoſe who [;] delivered them fromthe Power 
of Devils, and put up Praiers for them to the true 
God ; and were ready to be truſty Guards about 
them , for the Preſervation of them; and were 

Perſons profitable to the Comman-wealth. The 

ſame argumentative Author , in that moſt rational; 

convincing Defence of the Chriſtians againſt the 

Heathen Magiſtrates, takes ſpecial Notice that the 

Philaſophers were tolerated, when Chriſtians. were 

urged under greateſt Penalties to the moſt _ 

On- 


_— — 


alizs. Ego miror Lucium ſepientem virum repent# fattum 
Chriſtianum, Nemo retrattat y nt i4to bonus Cay, If prudens 
Lucius, q'14 Chriltyanxs : aut ideo Chri[tian ws , quia prudens © 
bontws. ib, C. 3. 

[g ] Ur 9uiſque hoc nomine emendatur, offendit. Tanti non 
&f bonuwmy quants eff odium Chriſtianorwm. Vid. 

[4] Oditur in hominibtag innocur CUMIN) ODIN 191206 04/0, 
Ibidem. 
[4] Ibid, Cc, 43, 44- 
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uable Things: . [| k,]} Who compels a Philoſopher 
to.Sacrifice, or to-ſwear by the Gods? (fſaies he) 
They openly. deitroy the Belief and Worlhip of 
your Gods, and accuſe your Superititions. in their 
ck Writings 3 and you applaud: them. for it : 
Many. among them do/bitterly. igveigh againſt their 
Princes and Governours, and yet you patiently 
bear with them : and they are ſooner honoured 
with Statues ; and rewarded. with Salaries , than 
fntenced.to ſutier the-bury of the Bealts : and all 
for this only Reaſon ,. becauſe they. are known by 
the Name of Phyloſophers , and not of Chriſtians. 
Ris/aſophers were permitted to propagate Pythago- 
res Opinion of the Tranſmigration of ſeparated 
Souls.into other Bodies :; But if a Chrit;az affirm'd 
the Return of the Soul into the ſame Body ; [/} the 
People not only followed him with Blows of the 
Eift, buteven cait Stones at him. The- Societies 
of the Chriitians were accuſed and proſecuted as 
fattioms Meetings : [mz] But did we ever meet to- 
gether (ſays the fore-citcd Father ) to the Hurt of 
any: one? Weare the ſame when congregated,as we 
are when ſeparated: wronging no body,grieving no 
body. When good and honelt Men convene, when 
pious and chaſt Perſons come in Company together, 
It is not to be termeda Faition, but a lawful Aſ- 
ſembly : But on thecontrary, the Name of Fatt:on 
fitly belongs to thoſe, who conſpire to an. hatred of 
good and vertuous Perſons, and exclaim together a- 
gainſt 


L&]. Ibid. c. 46. [1] Ibid. c, 48. 

[mm] In cujus perniciem aliquando conventmus ? + ( fo 
pr obs, chm bons cormnt \, chm pity (hn caſt congregantur, nom eff 
Jain arcends, ſed curia, C39. At $ contrarie viiik nomen fa 
Hong accommodandum ety qui im odtum bonerum 5 proberum 
conſturant, q4 adverſum ſanguinem ivnocentium couclimunt. 
Ibid. c, 40, 
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gainſt the Blood of Innocents. [{m?] The Chriſtians 
were cenſured as the grand Cauſes of all general Ca. 
lamiies, and publick, popular 'lncommodities. If 
Tiber tiowed up to the Walls , if Nils did not 0+ 
yer-tlow the Fields, if: the Heaven ſtop'd it? Courſe 
of ſeaſonable Rain , if there were an Earth-quake, 
or Famine, or Plague; then preſently they cried, 
Chriſtianos ad leonem;, away with the Chrittzans to 
the Lion. -[] But ſuch was the malignant Method 
of their Cruelty., that they ordered Chriſtiavam ad 
lenunem, potii's quam ad leonem :* They condemned a 
certain Chriſtian Yirgm rather to be proltituted to 
the Zwit of a lewd Perſon, than to be delivered to 
the Kage of a devouring Lion: By whuch they 
confeſs'd, that the Corruption of their Chaltity, 
was more intolerable to Chriitians than any Punith» 
ment, more grievous and aiilictive than any Death. 
Chriſtians were commonly puniſh'd like Slaves, 
[0] made to ſerve in the Mines, or baniih'd into 
Iſlands, or (hut up in Priſons, and put to the Sword, 
or conſumed with Fire, or hung upon Croſſes, or 
cait to wild Beaſts, only for the [ke of Chriſt's Reli- 
£0n. [pp] Sometimes they were covered with* wild 
Beaſts Skzns, and torn in pleces with Dogs -. and 
when the Day failed, they were burnt with a putch- 
ed Coat upon them, to ſerve as Torches to give light 
in the Night. [q] Yeathe enraged common Peo- 
ple (as Tertullian informs us) during the Fury - 


m] Ibidem. [*] Ibid c, $0. 
0] Ss qu 41 metalize, & i qui 18 1#ſulis,vel 1 cuftodixs, dun- 
faxat ex cauſa Des ſette. C. 39. 

[p] 4dhrta pereuntibus ludsbria, ut ſeraruwm tergoribuw con. 
reds, canum lanuats interment 4 aut crucibus dffixs, ant flam- 
mand;  ubi dies defeciſſet, in uſum noturn umm wrerew- 
tur. Tacitus |. 1. Annal, Suetonius in Claud. 

[9] Tertulliani Apologia C. 37+ 


:' 
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the Bacchinal*s, did not ſpare the very Chriſtians 
were 4ead;, but drew them from the reit of 
their, Graves, and the Sanitzary of their Sepulchres, 
androre and dragg'd their Bodies in the Streets, 
now {o much changed and altered , mangled and 
d that it could not be known whoſe Bodies 
they'Were. [7] The blind valgar ſort of People, 
exulted and inſulted on Occaſion of the Abuſes that 
were offered to the Chriſt:ans, and ſome of the Ma- 
giſtrates gloried in the cruel Uſages of the Chrifti- 
ans, thereby to gain the Favour of the People. As 
many as owned and acknowledged themſelves the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, did preſently draw the Rage 
and Fury of Heathen Idolatrous Perſecutors upon 
them. [5] Bur it is zotably obſerved in the fore- 
mentioned Apology, as a Thing the Chriſtians 2104 
ried in, that, of all the Emperours, Nero was the 
fri# that was herceupon the Chriſtians, ard made 
a Law tocondemn them to Death ; who never was 
known to condemn any Thing but what was grear!y 
good and lingularty worthy. It was this Ners, this 
Prodigy of Cruelty, that put St. Peter and St. Paul 
to Death, cauling the one to be crucified, the other 
to be beheaded (which Tertullian is judged to have 
* here reſpect to) and who (as Hiſtorians affirm) 
ſuborned falſe Wirneſles againſt the Chriſtsans, and 
put many of them to Death, as Authors of that 
Fire, which he himſelf had cauſed to be kindled {in 
twelve Places of Rome together,that he might more 
hvely repreſent to.his Fanſy the general Contiagra- 
tion of Troy. [5] It is moreover pleaded , and 
| {trong- 


_— 


ſr] Ibid. CC. 4y. | 
[>] Keperierys premium Nerow*m in banc ſetam* Ceſariano 
glad ferocifſe. Sed talt dedicatore damnations noſt; « 11478 


gia- 
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ſtrongly urged there in the behalf of the Chriſtians, 
that the molt v:c:ous Princes alwaies. proved their 
molt violent Perſecutors : But that they that were 
the moſt vertwous, became - their Favorrers and 


Protellors : (an eminent inliance of which he gives 
us in Maron Aurelius) That Trajan did, = 


Part , fruſtrate the Laws that were made Wai 
them, and forbad the making Enquiry aiter them: 
That no Adrian, no Veſpaſian, no Fius, no YVerw 
conhirmed the Laws againit the Chriſtians. Burt if | ryp! 
the Chriſtians had been a naughty Seft of Men, ſure- | ſei 
ly then the be##, ard not the worſt of Princes would | ther, 
have been their open Adverſaries, would have ſet | ſome 
themſelves in greateſt Oppolition againſt them, Tim 
and haye endeayoured to eradicate and extirpate | for ( 
them. he, 
Sharp and hat Perſecution was a ſore Evil in the wer? 
Apoſtles, and in many of the Primitive Chriftians non 
Days: And the Chriſtians that lived in thoſe hard Got 
Times, were bound to do and ſuffer any Thing, that Ch 
ſo they might make ex &xcaie {x xaie gv, a good Op- mc 


portwnity Of an evil Time ;, and gain an Occalion of do 
honouring God , and Chriſt, and the Goſpel , pre 
and of furthering their own and others Salva- on! 
Lion. 
And this was their Praftiſe, as well as their E 
Duty : 


m— 4j 


g'oriamur, Oui enum ſcit ilium, michigere potef# non niſi gran- 


ac Atquod bonum d Nerone dannatiiom. --.. Tales ſemper wobu PT 
inſecutores. muſt ty 1mpil, turpts,quos & vi dammare con(ueſt;;, "rg 
4 quibue damnatos reſtit wereſolits efls. Cateruwm de tor eximde es 


principiones ad hodieirnum y arrmum humay nmngque ſapientibae, P 
edite aliquern debelliatorem Chriftianorum. At mes $ contrario / 
edimws | roteForem. ---- Quales ergo leges ifie, quas adverſm F, 
nes /ols extq" muntur smpiiy inwlls, turper, irnces, want , de- / 
amoext es ? It, C. f, 4 
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Duty : for (as [t] Salvian ſaies concerning them) 
aſcending to the Gate of tht heavenly Court by the ſeve. 
ral Sreps of their own Puniſhments, they made 4s it were 
Ladders for themſelves of the ſcueral Inſtruments of 
their 1 or ments, 

Bur, blefſed be Goa:, he has provided betrer Times 
for  thau thoſe. They that are called by the 
Name of Chriſtians, are not /o perſecuted in the 
Times and Places wherein we live. 1 may here ve- 
ry pertlinently apP!y both to our Times and to our 
ſure- ſeives that pious Pailage of the {orementioned Fa- 
vould ther, in his third Book de Gubernatione Dei. [uu] But 
reſet | ſome perhaps will ſay , (ſaies he) that it is not now a 
hem, Time wherein we are m Danger to ſuffer ſuch Things 
pate for Chriſt, as the Apoſt.es formerly did : True, faies 


he, for our Princes are not now Pagans, nor our Go- 


the wernors Perſecutors : the Blood of Saints is not ſhed 
F1ans now a dazes, nor 8 our Faith tried by Torments, Our 
hard God & contented that we ihould worihip him in the 
that Chriltian Religion upon m12re mild and moderate, 
Op- more gentle ard favourable Terms than others have 
n of done; that we ſhould ſerve him in quiet, peaceable 
xl , proſperous Circumſtances ;, and that we ſhou'd pleaſe him 
Va- only with the Purity of our unſpotted Aftions , and with 
H the 
elr n_ 
ty : EEE EEE ED. = | - OTE” 
[:] Ad cal:ſÞs regia januam graiium pan tr 140 [nar:um 
_ aſcendeutes , [clas ſ1bs \quoda-nmmo. is de ecule cataſtiſhwe fece- 
Tr, Salv. de Gb Dev |. 3. 
48- [u] Now 1d fſe nunc tempors, ffc. Contents eff Dew neſter 
_ wt e1pdx noſtre ſerviat, ut ſol; ts immaculatorum AF anm prri- 
Pr, tatt, © vite incomtamm abilys ſandtitacre pliceamus. Ls plus 
wde & fider Of devotio noſtra debet ; quia m nord d nobus exigut, & 
we, majord corcejſt. Et ideo cher 5 princes Chriſtian farts, & 
oy” ferjecutio nulla fir, relygio Hom mquietttudl 1, ques 4d frovandum 
268 fidem exÞrrame- 11s Aur401 1064 WON compelli nar, 8 feriorooum fal- 
- if n offic1es Dom:no þ 1s pla ere debermes. DProebat enim etiam 


m majoribus, fires exigat , executorem ſe 1demum fort, 4 quo 
miners complentur, S31-120, de Gub, Del. 
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the Sanitity of an undefiled Life : So that our Faith 
and Devetion u the more deeply indebted to him, becauſe 
he exatteth leſs of s , and yet hath vouchſafed more to 
#., And therefore ſince our Princes are now profeſſed 
Chriſtians, and we are not under any Perſecution from 
the higher Powers , and our Religion 1s not diſturbed; 
we that are not forced to make Proof of our Faith by 
harder Experiments , ought certainly to ſtudy the more 
to pleaſe our Lord and Maſter,by being faithful in thoſe 
cheaper Services and leſi coſtly Duties that lye before w, 
and are incumbent on us : For he that fulfils bis leſſer Of- 
fices , does give ſome proof and pleag thereby, that he 
would be ready to perform his Duty in higher Inſtances 
and harder Matters, if the Caſe required it, and if 
he were called to it, So far that ancient and excel- 
lent Father, 

Ard truly, how reaſonable it, and how becom- 
12g, tharif God do notcall us to ſuffer ſo great ard 
terrible worldly Ev:ls in the Cauſe of the Goſpel 
and the reformd Religion, we ſhould therefore rea- 
dily and cheerfully bear and ſuſtain Troubles and 
Exigencics of lef Weight, at his Deſire and Requeſt: 
That we ſhould confeſs him by Integrity and Fide- 
lity in his Service, and pleaſe him by Abſtinence 
from unlawful Pleaſures of what kind ſoever ; none 
of which can be ſo dear to us as is our Life : That 
we ſhould ſpeedily part with our Luſts , when we 
are not commanded preſently to part with our 
Lives : That we ſhoald regulate and reform ow 
Lives, when we are not required to lay down our 
Lives, and to ſhed and ſacrifice our Blood, T hanks 
be to God, we are free from the Magiſtrates Per- 
ſecution in the Cauſe of Religion, 

But beſide ſuch Perſecution ariſing from the Cmil 
Mngiftrate, meerly upon the Account of Chriltiani- 
ty, or of the Profeſſion of the Reformed Ry : 

there 
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there is another Perſecution proceeding from wicked 
Men, whereby they perſecute thoſe that are good, 
theſe two Ways ; 


t. By their injurious Carriages towards them in 
Particular, 

2. By the Wickedneſs and Ungodlineſs of their 
Lives in General. 


1, By their Injuries and Indignities off er'd and done 
ro good Aen in Particular. * tHe that departeth from 
evil , maketh himſelf a Prey. He that will not do as 
others, is in Danger of being undone by others. He 
cannot be ſafe, that will not be wicked. It 15 not e- 
nough, that the Wicked will not be the better for 
the Good, but the Good ſhall be ſome way the worſe 
for them : If they cannot corrupt and deprave them, 
they will mmole## and diſquiet them : If they canior 
draw them into Sm, they will, if pollible, bring 
them into erouble, and create them Sffering and 
Sorrow enough : They will endeavour, ſome way or 
other, to infringe their Liberty, to dilturb the 
Peace and Quiet, and to deſtroy the Comfort of 
their Lives : They will ſometimes ſs, if it be but 
of purpoſe to grieve them : as by beginning, and of- 
tering to smpoſe Healths in drinking, out of a De- 
ſign to diſpleaſe and dillatisfy , or enſnare and en- 
tangle ſome part of the Company ;, who, they 
know, will cithcr refuſc and deny it, or be drawn 
with Reluctancy and unwillingly to it, So like» 
wiſe by cuſtomary Swearing, and by repeating and 
multiplying their Oaths, to vex and trouble a ſeber 
Reprover, And, in like manner, by railing, re- 

T1 vilirg, 


— 
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viling, vain and idle ſpeaking , frothy ard filthy 
 - -— as on purpoſe to cauſe Vexation and Af- 
itton. _- 

Ot all which Courſe and Carriage of theirs you 
may take this double Account ; T1 he Wicked have 
a Frejudice , and an Antipathy againlt the Righte- 
ous ; and theſe 'are the Reatons of their Dealing 
with them 1n this manner. 

1. The Wicked have a ſtrong Prejudice againſt 
them : They have a wrong Opinicn of them : They 
jadg amiſs concerning them. He thatdeparteth 
from evil is counted a mad Man, or cauſeth him- 
ſelf to be counted a mad Man : [w] So ſome ren» 
der that Place I/a. 59. 15. * as Eliba's Minitter 
was called a mad Fellow. 

Again ; Ungedly Men count thoſe that are good 
the Troublers of Ifracl , and peſitlent Fellows ; the 
Cauſes of Calamities, and Procurers of Judgments 
(an [mputation which we ſhewed you out of Tertul- 
lian was calt of old upon the Primitive Chriſtians ) 
They reckon thoſe 2 very [Plague and Curſe, that 
are a Bleſſing tothe Places where they live, and un- 
der God the grand Preſervers and chief Supporters 
of them. T hey judge thoſe unworthy to lrve, of 
whom t the World's not worthy ;, and to whoſe liv- 
18 and dwelling among them they themſelves do 
ſometimes ow their very Lives. They deem thoſe 
as the || Filth and Off-ſcouring of the World , who are 
indeed God? (*) Jewels, and the (+) Excellent tn 
the Earth, and (|) more excellent than their Neigh» 
bours, They look upon good Men as troubleſome 

and 


—_ 


[w ] See Mr, Gatakey in the Engl. Anvor, 
= ec 

2 Kings 9. '1. f Heb. 11. 38. 
f 1Cor. 4. 13. (*) Mal, ;. 17. 
( 


1) Fla. 16, 3, (i) Prov. 12 26. 
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and vexatious, proud and zmperiows , becauſe they 
reprove them, 

2. The Wicked and Ungodly have an Enmiy 
and Antipathy againlt good Men : They are * De- 
ſpiſers of rhoſe that are good: It is in the Original 
«1A &£3& 501 , not Lovers ofthe good : [x] Haters 
and Perſecuters of all good Men ;, $9 Dr. Hammond 
paraphraſes upon that Place. They are diſpleaſed 
with them, becauſe they ſtudy to pleaſe God; and 
are careleſs of them, becauſe they have a care of 
their Time, a care of their own Souls : [_ y] They 
hate Hcl.nefs , and the Righteous for it : t The 
hate him that rebuketh in the Gate , or, in public, 
And as it is exprelled 1a. 29. 21. They make 4 
Man an Offender fr a Word, and lay a Snare for him 
that reproveth in the Gate, and turn aſide the FuFt for 
a Thing of nought ;, by falſchoods make the Cauſe 
of the Righteous g5the wrong Way. They can- 
fot endure the Diſpoſitions and Aﬀections, nor 
dear the Lives and Conyerſations of the Godly, 
which they find as contrary 1t0 their own Humours 
and Manners as can be. We have a notable lively 
CharaCter and Deſcription of them, Wi/d. 2. from 
the tenth to the End ; Let us oppreſs the poor righte- 
ous Man, ſay they, let our Strength be the Law of Fu- 
ftice : let us lye in Wait for the Righteous becauſe he 
u not for our turn , and he 1s clean contrary to our Do- 


ings : he upbraideth us with our offending the Law, and 
I 4 objeth« 


* 2 Tim, 4. 3, 

[x] TE ETLTIPE heſter, qui ob morum diſcrepantiam of 
amicitis bovorum abborrevt, Oppoſornm es lands quam babe. 
ma, Iit. 1 8, Eittus In 2 Tim. Jo 3+ 

[y] Laban 1pſum nomen virurks oro eff, Sen, d2 Vit, beats 
Cap. 19, 
t Amos 5.19, 
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12Q 
objetteth to our fre, the Tranſgreſſings of our Fduca- 


tion, He profeſſeth ro have the Knowledg of God : and 
he calleth ya; the Child of the Lord. He was made 
to reprove our T houghts. He # grievous unto ys even ty 
behold : for his Lik is not likg other Mens, bis Waies 
are of another faſhion. We are efteen®d of bim a 
Counterfeits : he abſtaineth from our Was as from 
Filthinefs : he pronounceth the End of the Tuit to b:; 
bleſſed, and maketh his Boaſt that Gad i his Father, 
Let us ſee if his Words be true *: let us examine him with 
Deſpitefulneſs and Torture * let us condemn bun with a 
ſhameful Death, &c. The Wicked are. ſo. W-natu. 
red as to render to the Righteous evil for god - tg 
vex and abuſe their Phyſicians ., Chirurgians, Ad- 
vocates, Guardians, Friends: To uſe them harſh- 
ly and wiky:dly, that endeavour to benefit them by 
their Counſels » to better them by their Examples; 
and labour, by carneſt Praiers to God for: them, 
to keepoff many a Judgment that hangs over their 
Heads from falling upon them. They watch and 
ſtudy to harm thoſe that are really ready to hel 
them : to grieve and break their Hearts , .whoſe 
Bowels yearn towards them : to vex and torment 
their Souls, whichis a greater Miſery than to per- 
ſecute aud afflict their Bodies. 


2. The Wicked perſecute thoſe that are good, as 
by their Injuries to them in particular , ſo by the 
Wickednefs and Unholinefs of their Lives in General, 
The ill Converſation of the Wicked ,. is a ſpiritual 
Per ſection of the Godly It is Matter of exquilite 
Torment to them : It wounds and rends the very 
Souls of the Righteous : It plainly cars them even 
to the Heart, and makes their very Heart bleed. 


| fixd 
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I find [x] St. Auſtin, in a Diſcourſe of his upon 
my Text, -inſilting patherically and particularly on 
this very kind of Perſecution ; applying and ac- 
commodating that of the Apoſtle, - 7m. 3. 12. 
All that will lxve Godly in Christ Feſus ſhall ſuffer Per- 
ſecution. . Behold here, ſays he, becauſe the Daies 
are evil,, there is no living for the Righteous without 
ſuffermg Per ſecutzon. Bur ye,, ſays he, 'are ready to 
ſay thus $0, me : What f when we enjoy Peace amons us, 
when the Judges of the Provinces honour the Church, 


when K mgs and Princes do not appear and carry them- 


ſelves as Enemies to the Church, and when all the Laws 
are uy favour of the Church ; pray how ao they that live 
odly ſuffer. Perſecution ? His Anſwer. is, that they 
that lrye among wicked Perſons do ſuffer Perſecution for 
all-thus,: Why ſo ? Becauſe all the Wicked ao perſecate 
the Good, Nonferro & lapidibus, ſed vita & moribus : 
[though not with Fire and Fagot] though: not with 
Swords and Stones, yet by their Lives and Manners, 
Did any perſecute righteous Lot i Sodom ? ſays he, 
Ng Man troubled or moleſted hum : | We reade indeed 
of no Rudenels of theirs towards him , of no Aſ- 
fault made upon him, but only of one, done juſt 
before his, Departure out- of Sodom.}] And: yet that 
good Man ſuff cr>d continual Perſecution, Non vapulando 
{cd inter gnalos vivends ;, not by being beaten and ſmit- 
ten, of them, but by lwing among thoſe wile and vicious, 
proud, alafphemous, lewd and debauch'd Perſons : For, 
whoener is truly righteous and boly , ſaies he," when be 
ſees. ay to lvve wickedly, to ſerve Luxury, to carry 
Things unjuſtly, to follow Pride and Vanity, to difre- 
gara Charity ;, when they that are good ſee any live af- 
ter this manner , they mourn and grieve , are ſadued 


aud 


— _ _ _ 


[z] Avugult, Hom, 10. inter $0. 
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and afflifted : for , with the Apoſtle, they bewail 


many that have ſind already, and have not repented, 
Itis ſaid, that * juf# Lot was vexed with the 
Converſation of the Wickzd : The Word which we 
render vexed,is in the Original [4] xoTem>.5;,u\wy, 
he laboured under it as an heavy Burthen, was op- 
preſſed , wearied, grievoully altited with it. Aid 
as Lot was burthened with the looſe and lawkf 
Lives of the Sodomites ;, So good Feremiab was wees 
ried ont with the wicked and exorbitant Courſes of 
the Fews, and conſtrained to cry out under the 
Preſlure and Perſecution of them, t Ob that I had 
7 the Wilderneſs a lodging Place of wayfaring Men, that 
1 might leave my People and go from them:to wiſh with 
all his Heartthat he might withdraw himſelf from 
his People,and live in any ſolitary Deſart,and in any 
ſorry Travellers Lodz, or Shed there, rather than 
among them, whoſe wicked Lives were ſuch a con- 
tinual Eye-fore , and daily heart-ſore to him : for, 
they proceed fiom Evil to Emil , ſaies he; from one 
Evil to another ;, or, from one Degree of # to ano- 
ther ; they grow daily worſe and worſe ; and 
weary themſelves to commit Iniquity : take 
Pains to do wickedly , and tire out themſelyes 


It. 

Alas! the Wicked little think, how they vex 
God in vexiny his Servants ;, and that God will one 
Day ſorely vex them for it , and make them weary 
of wearying his People ; that he will rorment them in 
Hell hereafter , for tormenting his People here on 


Earth. 
They 


® 2 Pet. 3.9. 
[4] YVerbum y4remwve ut ſignificat pprimt , fatigri, gra- 
ver affiige. Gerard, ip loc. 
i JE 9. 2, 3, Fe 
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They little think, that ' the Righteous them- 
ſelves will one Day heavily vex thoſe that have gi- 
yen them ſuch Occaſion and Cauſe or Vexation ;, vex 
them in the Day whenthe * Sarnts ſhall jud; the 
World. 

Yea, they little think, that they ſhall corment 
themſelves hetcaiter, ior making good Men tor- 
mer.t themſelves here. That if they do not grieve 
in Time With a penitent Grief, they ſhall certainly 
grieve with a deſperate Grief , to all Etermey, for 
being a Grief and Heart-break. to the Godly. 

Now thus Perſecution , which in the Waies fore- 
meationed is managed and carricd on by the Wic= 
ked ; as it 15 the Evil in ſome meaſure of all Apes, 
ſo more eſpecially ar:d remarkably of the Tmes 
and Places in which we live. ?Tis true, that now 
we ſufter nothing barely for owning the Name of 
Chriſtians : There is no Perſecution in our Nation 
merely for the outward Profeſſion of the Chriſtian, 
and of the Refornied Religion : But was ever the 
ather Perſecurion hotter among us than in theſe Daies ? 
How do the Wicked perſecvtc with their Eye ? 
looking upon the ſincerely Godly with an evil, a 
ſrornful , a'malicious Eye. How do they perſt- 
cute them . with their Tongues? (which areas ſo 
many j ſbayp Swords ) [b] maliciouſly ſlandering, re- 
proaching, reviling the Godly , as a Company of 
weak [7] Fools, and conceited Faraticks : frequently 

making 


ah 


* 1 Cor. 6. 6. 7+ Pſal. 59.4. 

[4] Nemo plus videtur eftimare virtwtems , nemo mags it's 
eſe deveriuy , quam quit bons vers famam} eradidity, ne conſcients- 
am perderet. v1, bp, 

[| Ur [ir beatus gmquit Socrates, tt a'icns ſtultum viders e- 
#-. Id ep. 71. 

Pleru mque bows mep tf mertes vocantur, Mihy contimgat 
oſte derrſmes : FEquo anmo tudiiada ſunt imperitorum convinit, 
C 4d horeſta vadends contemmendus eft iſte come. nptus. Idem, 
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making them their very Songs in their drunken 
Mettings , and even mockzng their very Praters in 
their publick prophane Plazes ;, and often utter- 
ing very falſe , and proud, and hard Words a 
gainſt them. 

And, according as they meet with Occaſion and 
hnd-any Opportunity, how do they perſecute with 
the Hand ? * Do evil with both Hands earneſtly ? How 
ready ate their Hearts to riſe againſt thtm, and 
their Hards to be lifted up to ſtrike at them, and to 
pull them down to the very Ground, that ſo they 
may be trampled upon, and troden under Foot ? 
Yea, how do they perſecute them by their Lives? 
continually vexing their pious Souls with their an- 
lawful Deeds; grieving and wounding , paining 
and piercing their very Hearts. The wilful Wic- 
kedneſs of the bold and daring Sinners of the 
Times, in their open diſhonouring God and Re- 
ligion, is a cruel Torment to ſerious Souls , and 
makes their Lives a weariſome , preſſing Burthen 
to them. They that live godly, do ſuffer daily the 
ſad Perſecution of wicked Mens offenſive, affliftive 
Lives and Manners, What a Perſecution js this ? 
to force good Men to cry out with David, + Wo i 
me that I ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in the Tents 
of Kedar : to cauſe || Rivers of Waters to run down 
their Eyes (ks they did from David's) becauſe Men 
keep not Gods Law. 

Now ſince we live in ſuch evi! Dazes, in which 
there is ſuch i*nveterate Enmity againſt the Practiſe 
of Picty, and ſuch a [b] malignant perſecuting Spi- 


rit 


—_—— 


* Mich 9,3. + Palo. fs, 

| Pfal, ng. 136. ; 

[6] Omme rempus Clodror, non emne Catones feret, Seneca 
Ep. 97+ 
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Wic= 
ign1 ing in the Breaſts of the s 
the Good l let us keep a (* | eras: - 
m4 evil Time : Let us take care tha . bo 
lence 11 ceſſari [c] provoke aud en_—_—y un 
br oe ln 4 what their Malice may gr w__—_ 
for we hem any ju## Occaſion of furious , yt 
—_ , tion. Let us ſee that we do a_ ik 
al bers from. them, nor as —_ _ ; Ys 
in udent and unwary Perſons. In rpg 04 Loa 
uicams ſoon enough apon vs : _ Aches 
i fo to accelerate and haſten our © her” oy « 
Let's] bour therrfore by all 4ſcreer - —_— 
Let's Ch Means , to keep our pe 
jor "H ds, to prevent their taking _— 
o by : and endeavour to ſolace our _ 
en da. preſerve the Comforts of a g — 
Ch * To be patient under — 8lot EM 
— iffrin $ from them : "To conli Argmes 
five, h ith far better to be trou os 
Wag thas to be Troublers of the Goo - - 
beth kf | and joyful that we are _— +- 
ring ck dneſs , nor deſerve ſuch —_ 
thei —_ And let us ſtudy, and en mou 
_ = + not Emwil for Evil ;, but = | Les -- - 
gn for ev jp ma RIS receive from 
= gw ns Tang and diſcouraged and 
them , 


. F ſt [unt tems 
* Amos 5, 13. h. & 9qu14 periculo, s fe E 
( mes mals ſont "Hay x 45 ft agendum, ne cord 
[c] £4914 ; f cante ki jr g : Chiiſtiana, 
57 bom adverſs, » olli3 Ethica 
Grams, quad day ave. 
brones , aka y Y 
PaB- 32s 
, ”- 1 Pet, 4- If, 


f Rom, 12. 17, 2i. 1Thefl. 5.16, 


126 Redemption of Time 


ſelves to give Way to their Wickedneſs, to be 
wearied out of our Holineſs, to be laughed, and 
jcered, and ſcotted out of our Religion , bat let's 
ran the Kace that is ſet before us, thoagh ail the 
Dogs in the Street bark at us. Let us with Zeal 
and Courage bear up againſt them : and bear Wir: 
neſs againicchem : and if we cannot win and gain 
them , at lealt ſhame aud tence them , judg 
and condemn them , by an holy ,. unblameable, 
exemplary Life , as Noah * condemned the Old 
World. Like Stars, let us appear molt clear 
and bright in the ſharpeſt and coldei# Nile, 
And let the Vexation we meet with from the 
Wicked hcre, drive us the oftner to God, to 
make cur Complaint and Moan to him z and 
cauſe us to long the more earneltly for Hea- 
ven , where we ſhall be for ever out of the 
Reach of Satan, and all his Inſtraments , aud 
out of all Danger of any Enemy,Perſecutor, or bad 
Neighbour. 


And ſo we have fully conſidered the Reaſon in 
the Text; the Force of which, even as to our ſelves, 
lies plainly thus ; The Dazes are ſuch , wherein 
yeare in Danger of /xfettion by the wicked Errours 
and damnable Herelies of the Times: In Danger 
of Corruption , by the common Sins and reigning 
Vices of the Times : andin Danger of Perſecurion , 
by the injurious Carriages, and grievous withed Lives 
of the protligate and deſperare Sinners of the 
Times : and therefore redeem the Time, becauſe the 
Dazesare evil in theſe reſpetts. 

Theſe various Evils mult not make us give place 
to Untruitfulneſs, but make us much more _—_ 

an 


* Eeb.il, 7 
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and watchful to take every good Occaſion, ['d] If 
an Harveit-Day be cloudy and windy, or prove 
catching Weather (as we call it) Men will not there- 
| the | fore keep in, hut work more diligently and wari- 
Zeal . . Good Opportunities in evil Times are [e) fewand 
Wits | ſcarce : The more rare theſe Commodities grow, 
2a4in Þ the more ws ſhould engrof them. And as ſome 
judg F ,kinds of good Opportunities are hard ro come by, ſo 
able, # no kketo abide and continue long with us in evil 
+ Old F Times: and therefore while the Occaſion laſteth, 
clear # we ſhould ſtrive to make the utmoſt Adyantage 


light, | and Improvement of it. 
| the <-> 
, 0 
and [4] See Mr. Bayne on the Text. 
Hea- [ce] Rua dies mali ſunt , hoc eft, quia tempus ab hominibus 
the plerumque mals rebus tramſigitur » 11a ut non facile ſeſe oppor- 
and twnitas offerat tos arguends © officis commonefaciends, Crell, 


Eth. Chrilt. p, 31. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Six other Reaſons added to that in the Text. © We ought 
to redeem the Time , ( 1.) Becauſe our Time u af. 
forded 'us by God to this very End and Purpoſe." 
( 2.) Becauſe we have all of us lot much” Time al. 
ready. ( 3.) Becauſe the Time, that remains, i 


RESEEELLSEE 


very ſhort and uncertain, and onr Special Opportunj- War 
ries far ſhorter, and more uncertain ;, and the Work, hymn 
we have to do, very great. ( 4.) Becauſe we can and 
neither bring T ime back, when once it 1s pait unim- ol « 
proved, nor any way prolong and lenerien out the Lo! 
Daies of our Lives , when Death comes to put an aud 
End and Period to them, (F5.) Becauſe we ſhall all tk 
be certainly called to an Account for our Time, ihe 


(6.) Becauſe this Time 1s all we can redeem, and hes 
upon th:s ſhort Moment of Time depends long Eter- on) 


Hi iy. 


Ut beſides the Reaſon in the Text, I ſhall far- _ 
ther ſhew you that we ought to redeem the 


— . 4 

Time upon a ſix-fold Account. = 

a1 

The firit Additional Reaſon, ex} 

ca 

We muſt redeem the Time , becauſe our Time u« » 

afforded us by God to this very End and Purpoſe, that N 

we {hould improve and apply it to rational and re pe 

ligious ſes. [a] Our Time isgivenus to [tudy to 14 
know 

Es — c 

[4] Ego non quaer.um , que ſint mit14 unverſorum y que re- I 


rum formater, quis ſt artiſex hujus munds ? qud ratione tans 
mag « 1 


e ought 


U_af- 


poſe. 
me al. 


un, # 
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Vork, 
© Can 
HN11 Ms 
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all all 
[ ime, 
and 
tera 


far- 
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know and acquaint. our ſelves. with God and ww 
ſetves: To contemplate the Creator. To riſe and 
aſcend, from the Effetts to the prime Cauſe, and..ul- 
tynare End + Toſcek and embrace the fir Trach, 
and" chief Gogd;,, which only . can: ſatisty Maii's 
Mizd , deſirous of more Truth ;, and his W.17, Capa- 

of more Goad than finite Beings.can attord 2 ty 
rh Searchingto find out God tobe our abſo- 
lute Owner ,, {ſapream Governour, and great Be- 
nefattor i and to.labour to be ſuitably atiected tos 
wards him, andevery way anſwerab:y obleryant of 
hin. z,{4] To own and acknowledg , love, tears 
and {erve the Aather of our Beings, and Patron 
of aur Liyes : $0. pux our Trult,; and place. our 
Confidence inchipr z. and to take "care: to promote 
aud advayce higlngereſt in, the World. I'o con- 
template and reilgc upon the [c]. Kayal Pedegree, 
the,.noblo and.. divine Extraction, the high and 
heavenly Original, the excellent Natare aud large 
Gapaaity vt our/incorporeal andranmortal Souls , 
the Alliance of our Spirits to the Father of Spirirs þ 

K an 


oO CO — - — —_ — - — Pons 


magnitude in legem © ordinim venert ? --- unde lux tants fun- 
dats ? --- Ego neſc1am wnde deſtenderaa & [erel hac m.hivs- 
4.mila fint, an [ept naſcendun 2 quy hin ituras ſim ? que ſedex 
expe gr ans mam ſolu am legibns (trviturs humane ! vetas me 
calo mmereſſe, 14 eſt, jubes me vovere capers demsſſo 2 Sen. Ep. OF» 

Twnc BulAle YErum gratias 4f0, == CH ſecretiors tjaw 18EY 4 
Wt ikn diſco, quu wniverſs author, aut cnſtus ; quid ſit Deity = 
Niſt 4d hac admitterir , non fuerdf waſci, -»= Detrahe hoc 184- 
firm abile bonmwn » non eff vita tant! , wit ſudem., wt eftwem, O 

dm confonplrares et homa , nſe ſupra humand [wurrexerit ! 
$:n. Prat, Nat, QuaB. | 

[653 Magnum, majti/que gudm cogitars peteft , mum'n eff 
ens viyenao oper am dams, Huic nos approbemus, yen. up 
Lacant. de vero cultu,]. 6. $ 24. 5 
[c] Ilr25ua jy in O23 xphors Iranian x} cixwrs, | hoCjhde 
vcem, 
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ind tocha 
fo high and honourable a Deſcent, ſonoble a" Na+ 
ture; ſach excetient Endowments. © To cor.1der 
and ponder the dwett Rejpett and certain- Keferency 
that this Life has troanother : That the World-we 
hvein 4 we mult fot live alwaies in : That thisi 
hot the Place of our Happineſs and Reit ; That we 
are but Pilgrims and/Strangers here , and Trayel- 
ters toward * {Y « better 'Conmry - That this 
World is but the Koad and-Way-'that ſarely' leads 
t6 another :' That this World is but a Nurſery fo 
Eternity ; thatwe are _ in this, in order-46 
6ur Tranſplanting into the other World : That the 
ent Li'e is nota durable, nent Conditi- 
_— the find! cr Ly ;' butis only in- 
ended *as a certaln- [e] IMinary, preperarory 
Starter, and ftly contrived, - and wikly dean 
by way of preſent previow Probation, in ordec t6 
fitire HappineFs or Miſery-: that God has- placed 
us here for a Time," that we may be [f] _ 
, "LFI5-" | #3. PT 


© 9 


-** Heb xr. i& 
"T4 | Saprens patitur mortalis, quanvy ſerat ampleorn ſuper- 
e. \ $&n, Ep. 65. . 

[re] See Mr. Home's very rational Procttiial Diſcourſe to the 
Vl: fedi:efs of the Righteous. \- = | 
[e] Per has mortals «vs moras , fi metljors vita longro i5ue 
Protudztur. Quemadmodum novens menſibus nos tener mater. 
1m wterite , &f prepurat now ibs , (ed ihsloro im quem videnur t- 
it, jm idones ſyiritum tribere Of in aperto duvure : $1c per 
3: fpatinm , quod 4b infantia rater m \[enchurtm, tn alum 
m1twreſcimus partum. Ala origo nos expe#4t, aline rerun f4- 
ul = Nondwum calum, nifi tw 1eryalle , pats poſſmmas, Y$eneca 
« 102. 
[f] Erernitats candidati, Tertull. 


our ſelves to live and att worthy of 
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dees for Eternity. [gg] Time is allowed us, tO 
coalider aud anſwer the Ends of our comug into 
.1der | this World ; todiſpatch the Errand and tinith the 
ferencs | Bulinefs which our heavenly kather , Lord and 
1d-we | Maſter bath given us todo: To nnd out and diſco- 
thislg F ver the ll Coudition and unſound Conttiturion, the 
at we | locurvation and Depre!i;on of our Souls ; the V itio- 
rave | fuy , Moral Detormity, and wretched Degeneracy 
F this | of ow Natwe ; the Sicknels and Weakneſs, Difor- 
Yeads | der and Diitemper of ail our Faculties ; the ill 
for | Bent, aud wrong Biaſs, and perverſe Inclination 
er-40 f of our Minds and Wills, Hearts and Atlectians : 
t the | To oblerve and bewail that lamentable [b] &4- 
dit | m1g/x, and unhappy 7Tz#e gg1-0:; , the hanging 
yin f and flagging ofour Soul's Wigs, the drooping and 
«oy | moxiting of our Souls ; their loiing thoſe noble rea- 
gned | thers by which they ſhould nimbly raiſe themſelves, 
it | and fly and ſoar as high as God, and mount up 
aced f and aſpire to heavenly Things : To be truly ſen- 
nds || ſible of , and ſadly afſeted with the Mutiny and 
late} | Rebellion of the brutilh and inferiour Faculties of 
our Souls againlt the higher Power and foveraign Fae 
_ culty af our Reaſon : And to endeavour, what in us 
lies,by all poſſible means to recover and rettify,to pu- 
ry and ſublimare our heaven-born Sowls ;, ard touſe 
44 well and rightly our ſeeing and foreſeeing,our intellece 
the | id and elettive Faculties and Powers: To open and 
| clear the Eye of our Souls, to [] improve and 
2 | heighten our Reaſon, to ripen and ſtrengthen our 


fey. 
wy K 2 Judg- 
per —_ — 
31 [g] Diſcrtequt, $ wiſers, I cauſas copnoſcate rerwm, 

oy Lord ſumms, (5 quidnam vidturi fg muy 7 moe 

2 ---- Quemite Pe eſſe 


Fuſſit, ff humans qu' parte locatus es in re, Perl. Sat. 3, 


[4] Plurt. in opric. | 
[1] Dociles —_— nos edidit, * raticn:m ded t un erfe- 


fam, ſed qua perfics poſſet, Sen, Ep. 49. 
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Judgment, to enlarge and widen our Underſtand- 
ing, and to liveand . att ſuitably and a reeably to 
right Reaſon, and the ſober Dictates and molt ma- 
ture Judgment of a 1oand and ſolid Underitand- 
ing : To coaſult the divine Oracles, and ſearch the 
ſacred Scriptures ,, and thence more clearly to ga» 
ther, and tully ro diſcover our ſinful miſerable Siaie 
by Nature: To learn plainly and certainly from 
divine Revelation the particular Manner of our A- 
poltacy and DefeCtion, the Univerſality of our De- 
pravation and Corruption , our Obligation to Pu- 
nilbment for our Tranſgreſlion and Rebellion, and 
the ready Way and infallible Means of our happy 
Recovery and Reſtitution to the Image and Favour 
of God : And out of a deep Senſe and Feeling of 
all our Sin ar:d Guilt , and ſpiritual Impotency and 
Inability, to ſeek God's Face and Fayour in Chriſt, 
to {eek his Grace and Strength ; and with Faith 
fulneſs and Diligence to «ſe hs Grace, and att inhu 
Strength ;, And in the V/e 0: Reaſon (which is Man's 
proper Veenſil ) and by the Help of divine Grace, to 
govern our Senſes, to tame our wild and extravs- 
gant Fancies, to curb our [| &,] Appetite, to mo- 
derate our Aftections, to bridle our violent and 
boiſterous Paſſions, and to ['/] keep our my 
ar 


[& ] Efficrendum cf wt appetitits rations obedsant, — Ou 
ſwnt [wbjects Iege nature. Cic |. 1. de Offic, 

[ {] It we ſuppoſe this Life to be a State of Tryal in order toa 
better (as in all reaſon we ought to do) what can be imayined 
more proper to ſuch a State, than to bave the $0ul conltantly 
employed in the Gove: nmeyr of thoſe ſenſual Inclina:jons which 
arile jrom he body > inthe doing of which the proper Exerciſe 
of that Vertue ccnſiits , wh' ch is made the Condition of future 
Happineſs. Dr, Stil.sngflect'y Serm ow Prov. 14. 9. 

Anim tmperie', corporss ſervitio, utinur. $Saluit, 

Qurcguid imperavit animas, obtinuit. Sen. de ira« 

Tantum proficies , quaninm 1th ipfi vim intulerw, Thom. 
Kempis, L x, C, 25-0, 31, 
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Souls. . Faithfully to purſue Principles of Conſcience, 
and to live ſtrictly ter the Power of Principles : 
To exerciſe our ſelves to have always 4 Conſcience void 
of Offence both towards God, and towards Men : To 

form a Courſe of ſincere Obedience to the re- 
yealed Will of God, and the good Inſtitutions and 
excellent Laws of Chriſt : To make Religion our 
Work and Buſineſs : To be blameleff and harmleſs, 
to be uſeful and Exemplary in our Stations and 
Relations : To ſerve our Generations according to the 
Will of God: To watch and take all pyſlible Ad- 
vantages of daily doing and receiving Good ; and 
by patient continuance in well-doinz to provide for 
Honour and Glory and Immortality, and to ſecure a 
bleſſed and happy Eternity. 

Time is allotted us for Proof and Trial of us : And 
now God looks to ſee what we will do with it ; He 
waits to behold how we will improve it : God ex- 
= we ſhould make a wiſe anda good Chorce in it : 

hat we ſhould uſe the neceilary Means for the ſure 
obtainment of our deſired End : "That we ſhould 
live up to the Ends of Life , anſwer the Ends both of 
our Creation and Redemption : That we ſhould 
live not merely the animal, but chiefly the rational, 
angelical, divine and ſpiritual Life : That we ſhould 
not live and at at Kandome ;, but that we ſhould, 
in ſeveral Inſtances, and on all Occaſions, approve 
our ſelves ſtrict [7] Imitators and cloſe Followers 
of God and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, fairhful Friends 
to God and Religion, Friends to our ſelves and our 
immortal Souls ; That we ſhould paf the Time of 


K 3 our 


— — — — 


[2] Yu deos proprtrare 2 banew eſto, Sat:5 ills caluit, -164/- 
qgu90 1n1t 41164 (fe, Sen. Ep, 9$. 


Te quoque dignwm finge Deo, Id. Ep. J1, 


and rebellious Fleſh in an orderly Subjetion to our 
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Our Sojourning here in Fear 1, Thatwe ſhould be 1. 
led by t e Hopes and Fears of arother Life : That 
we ſhould live as thoſe that have ferious and fatif, 
fying Apprehenuons o: the wſcen World : That we 
ſhould live and walk in believeng and delight ful | ore. 
thoughts ard Fore-taſts 5! the Glory to come : That 
we ihould »ſe this World as if we uſed it not , and 
have our Converſation in Heaven , and learn the 
Mannirs of the heaverly City and celeſtial Coun- 
try, and give our Minds to ſuch Pleaſures as are 
molt prop:r to the other State : That we ſhould las 
bour by Heaven moral (which is an heavenly Frame 
ad Temper, Converſation and Life) to be pres 
pared tor Heaven local, the Seat and Receptacle of 
the Bleſſed ; By entrirg irto an heavenly State, and 
ge:tiog Heaven hylt into us, to fit our ſelves to en- 
ter into Heaven at laſt : By becoming the ſpiritual 
Children of Abraham, Followcrs of Abrobam”s Faith 
and Obedience, to be apt to receive our Reſt and 
Repoſe in Abrahan's Boſom: That we ſhould uns 
feignedly [7Jaddit and devote our ſelves to Good- 
neſs, conſtantly endeavour to habitxate our (elves 
to true Piety , and real ſubſtantial Godlineſs ard 
Religion ;, to attain that Purity of Heart, thi; 
gracious Aﬀections , thoſe heavenly , divine and 
God-lthe Fertnes i and tomaintain that Life of Holi- 
peſ and Spirituality, which will ſaztably qualify, and 
make ns meet for the bleſſed Viton and Fruition of 
God, in the heavenly, ſupernal Kingdom of Glo- 
ry : Which will reconcile our very Natures to that 
perfectly pure and holy State ; diſpoſe and encline 
us to love, and delight our ſelves in God ; and 

frame 


ſn} (1,7: 44.4 oneſte feent. ſi henſto nos 4ddjxer 1mm? , rage Me 
TB EEC b aes Pantd m1 KH {lormwm JHASCAVET (10008 , qun4que cx eo ſunt, 
S0!1. EP. 95. 
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frame and fit us to be for ever the blefied ObjeRt3 
of G5>d's complacential Love : and which wii pre- 
re us tor the comfortable, delectable Enjoyment 
the Sperits of jul Men made perfeitt. God now 
expects that we ſhould do the Work, of Time, in 


Fime ;, T hat we ſhould ſe the Prece put into our 
Hands, and for a certain appointed Time walk 
with Watchfulneſs and Circumſpection, keep a due 
[0] Decorum in all our Carriages, and att a verti- 
ous, prudent , [p] commendable Part, in the Sight 
of God , Angels, and Men, _ the Srage of this 
lower World, before we be advanced higher, and 
tranilated hence into thoſe Vpper-Kegions and glo- 
rio1s Manſions : That we ſhould quit our felves 
like Mer, and behave our ſelves like Chriſtians in 
this preſent State of Nurture ayd Diſcipline, Trial 
and Probation ;, that ſo we may be capable of a bleſ- 
ſed Reward, and an honourable Retribution in the 
other World ; andat laſt may come tobe * equal 


, to'the Anzels of God in Heaven yea, to be like the 


very ble.ied Son of God himſelf, and to enjoy the 


happy Feiiowthip of Saints and Angels, aud the 
K 4 Com- 


$—————— 


[#] Decorwm id efF, quod conſent antum «ff hominis excelen. 
Hey in to, in q40 naturd tus 6d religuu anmantibus differs. 
Tun /ervare illud Votes dirimus quod deiceaty tim 1d quud gud- 

we perſond drgnum eff , & fir, 7 dicitur, --- Nobu aut em pir- 
fonam rmpoſuit ipfs nature, mignd tum xcch.cutia, prejian- 
t1a7 ce anmm intiumlreliquors Ms == Notss a ATT EH conſtuntiey 
moder 4/1074, texaper anita, verecund ia paries date ſunt. Cicero 
L, 1 de Otc, 

[»] Ur pmlchrituds corporis apts compeſitiont men;brorum 
mover oeulos, (5 delettat hoc opſo , quod inttr (ec ommes partes cum 
guodame lepore conſenrient : " hoc decorum , quod eluces in Vie 
14, mover approbationem torum , quibuſcum vivitur , ordine © 
conſt intid4 I moder 4trone diflorum omninm 4dtqut fafforum» 
1d. ivid, 

* Mar. 22. zo. Luke 20, 36, 
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Gompany and Society of the / bleſſed Trinity, 
to.all Eternity ,-in the unſeen and unconceivable 
Glory [4]. : 

Our great Creator and wiſe Governour , when 
he giveth and continueth Time to us, expects from 
us, that whateyer it coſts ws, whatever ſenſual Plea- 
{ures we deny our ſelyes, whatever worldly Pro- 
fit ox Honours we refuſe or loſe, whatever we be 
put to go or ſuffer jn this World ;, we very =_ 
fully ſpend our Life-time in the conſtant Exerciſe 
of right Reaſon and true Religion , and improve all 
ſpecial Opportunities to our ſpiritual and eternal 
Advantages. Time and Opportunity are Talents 
with which we are jztr»fteg; and therefore they are 
to be traded with , and not to be hid in a Naphn, 
much leſs to be ſpent and walted in riotous Living. 
And thg longer T ixte God gives us, the more Daies, 
and Weeks, and Months, and Years, and Sea- 
ſons, and Opportunities he affords us tq work the 
Work of God, to abound in the Work of the 


Lord , go repent of our Sins, to work out our 


own Salvation , to do good to others, to be Hel- 
pers of their Faith , and Furtherers of their Salva- 
tion; the more Advantages he affords us to theſe 
Purpoſes, the greater Improvement he looks for 
from us : And we find him complaining for want of 
it ; * Chrilt ſays concerning Fezebel, 1 gave har 

| Space 


mm. 
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[9] Tims? is given usto repent 1n, to appeaſ: the di- ine An- 
Uh » tO 1 repare fpr and haſten to the Society of Angels, to ftir 
p our ſlaekne:l Wills, and enkindle our cold Devotions, to weep 
for our daily [niquities, and to figh after, and work for the Re- 
ſirurion of our loſt Inh:ritance, Bp. Taylor's Six. 1. Yel, 
pag. 294+ 
® REY. 3, 31» 
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[r] Spact to repent of her Fornication , and ſhe repent - 
ed nor. Andhe ſpeaks to Feruſalem, even weep- 
ing, 1 1f thou badſt kyown, even thou, at leaſt in 
thus thy Day, the T hings which belong unto thy Peace. 
And 1n the Parable, he that planted the Fig-tree 
in his Vine-yard, complain'd, || Behold, theſe three 
Tears 1 come ſeeking Fruit on this Fig-tree, and find 
youe. That is the firſt Reaſon ; We mult redeem 
the Time , and whatever it colt us, uſe and im- 
prove it to all poilible Advantages to our ſelves and 
others, becaule our T ime and Opportunities are afforg- 
ed us by God to this very End and Purpoſe, 


The ſecond Additional Reaſon. 


We ſhould carefully and faithfully redeem the 
Time, becauſe we have all of #s [a] loſt much Time 
already. 

It :$ to be feared, that ſome of «s have loſt our 
whole Time ever ſince waycame into the World ; 
have ſtood idle all the v.- long hitherto ; have done 
nothing at all for God's Glory, or far the Salvation 
of our own and qthers Souls : have made no riddance 
at all of our Work, but only made our ſelves more 
Work, to do. There are ſome, I fear, /o far from 

. ha- 


_ 


[7 ] Xgovor Tegs $muvoyIwory, em fit Ares Feover. Dluraich. 
dr hs que ſe 'F WNT ur a Namine. 
t Luke t9. 42. * |} Luke 3. 7. 

[4] Animus ſh nquam ib reſpirare & recedere in ſe vacaye. 
rit, 0 quam ſibs x3 ſe verumytoriae & ſe, ſatebitur, ac dicet 2 uy. 
quid feces adbud, infettum iſſe maliem : qu1dquid dix1 com reco- 
gito, mutu invideo : quidgurd apt avis 1nmicorum execyationem 
pto : quidgi11d tymmi, dis tons, quante levies fruity quam quoi 
concuptivs f Cum multss inumicitias gejſi, © in gratcam ex odzo 
( {+ mod ulla inter malos gratis et) red: miks p[1 nondum 
amyens ſum, vn, de vit. beat. cap. 2, 
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having finiſhed their Work,, that they know not as yet 
what Work, they have to do ; that are as yet grofly Let 
ignorant of the Terms and Conditions of the New Co- | 4er v 
venant. Adva 
| And of thoſe that have kyown and wnderflod || ;; the 
them , how few have conſidered and conſented to || poor, 
them,lincerely kept and iairhfully perform'd them! } gick, 
How many amoryg us have liv'd in praftical Athe- | gone 
iſm, in habirual Non-atrendance apon God, and | went: 
- ina groſs Neglet of their future Welfare and eter- | wher 
nal Good ? liv'd without any Sence and Taſftrand | and 
Feeling of God, or of divine Things ? lived a | wart 


very brutiih , ſenſual, fieſh-pleaſing Life ! conv 
And ſuch of us a3 have not quite /oft our Time, | pot! 
yet how much of it have we waſted ? how conlider- out 


able a Part of it have we fooPd and trifled away ? ling 
Might we not have minded God ard Religion/a | & L 
State of Immortality, and a glorious Eternity more we 
than we have done ? How little Knowleds have we exC 
got of God,” how ſmalk Acquaimtance with him? ſie 
how little Commumon and Feilowſhip have we en- lati 
joyed with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus we 
Chriſt , through the blelſed Spirit ? What Degrees Tit 
of Aﬀettzon do we itill retain to the Things of the rec 


World ? which we might have become more morti- nil 
fied to, and weaned from. How too too frequent- We 
ly predominant and maſterly are our Senſes ? how fli 
frrong and impertuous are our Paſſions ? how violent ha 


and unruly ate our Lufts and Corruptions ? How Pr 
ſhort and narrow, how flat and lokw, how weak and he 
impotent is our Reaſon ? which might have been n! 
heightned and improved, widened and enlarged, m 
and grown more | nv and maſculzne, ſober and ſo- [ 
lid. How «frm and infantile is our Faxh? how f 
feeble our Graces? how mean our Experzences ? how 
ſmall our Comforts ? ne 

ers 
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Co- 
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Let's refleft back a little, and ſeriouſly conſi- 
der what Opportunities we have let ſlip , what 
Advantages we have lolt of doing and recerving good 
in the World :. Might not we have relieycd the 
Poor, and Chriſt in the Poor ? and viited the 
Sick, and Chilt in the Sick oftener than we have 
done ? Might we not have been the happy In/tru- 
ments of Much more good 1n the Pariſhes and Places 
where we have lived ? in compoling Ditterences, 
and making Peace among our Neighbours ; in 
warning the unruly , in awakening, convincing, 
converting, recovering the Ungodly ? Might we 
not have been as the Angels to Lot , haſtening ſome 
out of Sodom ;, and have ſaved ſome with Fear , pul- 
ling them out of the Ewe ? Might we not have ſhined 
as Lights, as Torches, as Stars in the World ? Might 
we not have been more uſeiul and ſerviceable,more 
exemplary ard imitable in our Lives, more con- 
ſcientious in our Dealings, more faithful in our Re- 
tions , more ſtrift and holy in our Families than 
we have been? How well might we have ſpared 
Time to have inſtructed our Families, to have ca- 
techiſed our Children and Servants, to have admo- 
niſhed and exhorted one another more frequently than 
we have done ? How many precious Hours have idly 
ſlipt away from us, and wn waſte , which might 
have been well beltowed in Reading , Hearing, 
Prayer, Confeſſion, Meditation, Self-examination, 
holy Society and Chriſtian Communion ? Yea, ma- 
ny a Time, when the holy Sperst of God has ſecretly 
mevd and prompted us to perform a particular 
Duty ; When we have had ſometimes (though in 
in a more tacite Way) ſuch an hint as that of 
St. Au- 
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[6] St. Auſtin's was , Tolle, lege ;, tolle, lege ; take 
up the Bible,and read in it; get into thy Cloſer,and 
pray to thy Father in ſecret ; we have ſonfully d- 
verted, and ſought an Occaſion, and ſtudied an Ex- 
cuſe to turn ott from it. 

The more we have hitherto neglefted golden Op- 
portuniries, the better let us now «mprove them ; 
Have we been idle formerly ? why now let's be fo 
much the more b»ſily employed. Have we laiter'd 
away a great Part of the Day in the Lord's Vine- 
yard ? let us now work, ſo much the harder the re- 
maining Part of the Day. Have we hitherto ſtood 
fill, or moy'd but ſlowly ? let's now with the Sur 
rejoice to run our Race. Saint Pawl had a long Time 
been out of the Way ; but when once he was led 
into the right Way, he preſſed toward the Mark: 
* X0:T% 6.070 3x : the very ſame Word by which 
he exprelſeth his former Perſecution ;, t Stata : As 
he eagerly purſued the one, ſo afterward he as ear- 
neitly followed the other : He was as zealoxs in the 
Prattice, as he had been before in the Suppreſſion of 
Chrilts Religion, 

Itis our Duty to redeem the Time, becauſe much 
Time is mis-ſpent already : *Tis || St. Peter's Argu- 
ment, that we ſhould no longer live the reſt q Our 

8me 


[5] Oborts eff proce's ingens, ferens jngentem imbrem 14. 
et rymarum --- flebam amariyſim d contretione cordas mes, oo tc. 
ce 4441 vocem de vicims domo, cum cants drcentys I crebrove- 
prrent ic, quaſi pur't an putlle, wiſcio; Tee, lege; tolies lege. 
v4 17194: wiutato Vultu, intent i{(117448 Cogit art Capt lruwmnim 
ſolerent puert in aliquo genere ludend! cantare tale aligurd ; nec 
occurrebat omnimo 4audryſſe m? uſpiam. Depreſſoque 19m, tts 
lachr y;marum ſwrrc xs , mthil aliud mnterpret ing, neſs dryimit ad 
mihi puberty ut aperirem codecem leger em, quod primun £4- 
pit 'am 83veni{ſem,' Aug. Confci 1,8.c,12 5. 1, 2,3, 

* Phil. 3. 244 tf AtSi2 4 It 4ÞPct.4.23,3- 
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Time inthe Fleſh , to the Luſts of Men, but to the Will 
of God : [c] tor the Time paſt of our Life, ſays he, 
may ſuffice us to have wrought the Will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in Laſcrviouſnefs, Luſts, Exceſs of 
Wine, Revellings, Banquetings, and abomwnable Idola- 


tries. We have heretotore done much tor Satan, 
little tor God, and God knows, little enough for 
our own Souls: We have lived to very il, or to 
very /mail Purpoſe in the World , ever ſince we 
came into the World ; andare at preſent lamenta- 
bly behind-band ; Now then it's high Time for us to 
lay our our 1elves to purpoſe, to lay out our ſelves 
tothe utmolt for God, to be zealous and active for 
God, and to go abour doing good : And it great- 
ly concerns us , £0. be prous and religious in ſuch In 

ances , in which we have formerly been vicious 
or 4ncarions : and to beitow our Time eſpecially 
in the Performauce ot thoſe Duties , and the Exer- 
cile of thoſe Graces, that are contrary to our for- 
mer lintul Practices, or grols Neglects. 


The third Additional Reaſon. 
It concerns us highly to redeem the Time, . becauſe 


the Time that remains us very ſhort ,, and uncertain ;, 
and our fpecial Opportunities far ſhorter , and more 
uncertam ;, and the Work,we have to do, very great. 


1. The Time that remains us very ſhort. Our whole 
Life-time is but a very ſhort Space now, in Com- 
pariſon 


— —  ————— _— — — 


#, 
{c] Cert# hic acerrimme ſtimulus mobus efſe debet ad bene cur- 
rendums, dum —_— wor magna rare Via OX'TA VIAM (Is 
FAC. Calv. in 


i. FT, rO 
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iſon of what [4] Mea liv'd before the Floud ; 


t a few Das, and thoſe ſwifter than « Weaver 
Shuttle, thana Poit or Kacer on the Land : 7 


pafb away 4s the ſwift Ship upon the Sea, 4s the Eagle | 
that hajteth to the Prey. Our Dates upon Earth are 


liks 4 Shadow that declineth ;, that changeth, and is 
liker Darkneſs every Momenc 1 like Graff , which 
wn the Mornmg floursſheth and groweth up, in the Eve- 
ning 1s cut down and withererhy. We ſpend our Tears 
likg a T ale that is told : Now, if a Tale be pleaſant, 
you know 7 :me palleth away ſo quick/y in the telling 
of it, that it is ſcarce perceived either by Speaker 
or Hearer. Our Lite is as a” #apour, a Smoak ; 
"tis gone preſently. Our Dazes are as an Hand- 
breadth. The whole of our Life is but a Spar; and 
it may be the Remainder is but an Inch. Our whole 


Lite.is but a Day ; and it may be we have palt the. 


greatelt Part of it already, and a few Hours or 1Mo- 
mens will ſerve ro meaſure all that is left behind. 
Ce] If we look back.on our pait Years, the _ 
e3# Life will ſeem but a ſhort Space : and why ſhould 
we reckon the Remainder by any other Meaſure ? 
which with many, in the very Courſe of Na- 
ture , is, but . ſmall and ſhort in Compariſon of 
the former. The ſucceeding Part of our Lives 
will be gone and quite paſt oyer ere we are a- 
Ware. 
It isnot ſo proper to ask , when we ſhall dic ? 
as, when we thall make an Exd of dying ? —_— 
| Jy 


g _ 


 —— 


[4] Methuſe Lib lived g6g. Years : and Enoch , the ſhortelt 
lived of the Paryarchs betore the Flood, lived 365 Years, as 
many Years as there arc Daics in one Year. 

Jobiq-t &Ky96. Kg 25,26 &8.g9. Plal, 102.11. 
& 164. 15,16. & g0.5,6,9. James 4,14. Plal 39-% 

[e] [nfinsre tf? velocit as remporuygue mygh dppares refpreven- 
11bus. Sel, Cp. 49: 
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ly, Lf] we have been dying, ever ſince we were 
burn: we have been going out of the World, ever 
They. | fncewe came into the World.-+ "As not only the 
-agle. | Sands that fali lat of all , but all that run our from 
? are] f| the very frſt, do properly empty 'the Hour-glaf' 
d is. | Sothe laft Howr in which we ceale to be, doth not 
wich || alone effe#, bur only finiſb our Death. - Quicquid 
: Ve aatis retro eft,, mors tenet , ſays Seneca [_Ep. 1]: 
cart We are dead alrealy to yeiterday, and Yother 
ant, F Day, and ail the former Daies of our Lives: 
ing Death 1s poite(s'd of all that is palt. | 
ker And how does Death ſeiſe , as on our Time, fo 
k ; on our Bodres by Degrees ? As it-isIin the Decay of 
nd- an Houſe, tlicte tails down a Window, then & 
nd Piece ofa Wall'\,' then a Door : So *tis with the 
ole | Houſe of this earthly Tabernacle * Death ſeiſed upon 
he. oor Teeth, and makes the'* Grinders ceaſe, be- 
lo" |} carſe they arefew © upon our Eyes 5 and *makes us 
dim-ſighted :- apon' our Ears, and makes vsthick 
pw of Hearing : uponour Feet and Hands, onr Limbs 
d and Joints, and 'makes them-weak and feeble, ſtiff 
'# and cold. We decline and haſten apace to our lbng 
Q- Home, and are fitly ſaid to be 1 frail, or ceaſing. 
I Que Life is [ g7] ſbore. Jolls! | 


s | And 
I. 7 2 7 "” 

[ f] Quatidie cram, guotidic enim demitur 4liqua part 
? bis : & tunc googut Po Cr eſcomm , Vita decreſca. -— Haw 
vs WE Af 19M Abeviay Cum maT1C djvidenas. Quemadmo- 
| clipſydr 4m nowextremumn ſt; cigtium exhaurg, ſed quid- 
» _ , _ : be witims hors , qu offe drſintenue, non [c- 
6 mortem factt, ſed fols cenſnmmas.' Sen, ex Lucilio, cp. 24. * 

. yd 1} + Pfal. 39. 4. ; , 4 
; 2] It we did fcrioully think how many of our Years are ſpent 
; 


re we can do any more than a Beait, and how many we caſt 
_ withour conſidering , after we are Men z and bow many ne- 
ry Refreſhmentiby Meat, and Drink, and Sleep, will fill 
devour , we would nat be fo prodigal and laviſh of rhe ſmall 
Number thatremains, but ſave them for good Uſes and the Ser= 
Yice of our Souls, D. Parrich's Drv. Arithm, p. 20. 
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And, 2. It uncertain how ſhort it may be. Young 
ones may be ſnaich'd away in. their. Childhood or 
Louth, There were as many Lambs and Kids ſa« 
criliced underithe Old Law, as Goats and old Sheep, 
They that have eſcaped in their Youth,.may: be 
Cur olit 1n the midit of their Daies, . The ſtrongeſt 
may go as well as the weakelit, and the luſtieit -of 
all may go {ooneit. Iron: and Braſs may melt, ai 
well as Clay molder,. Pollibly ſome Fruit may hang 
on ill it's {o ripe that it falls and drops down of it 
ſelf , but moſt. of the Fruit is: violently pluckt or 
ſhaken down while it's raw and-(green. 1t you go 
into a Potter's Shop, and ſee a great Company of 
earthen Pots, aid thould ask the Owner, which of 
theſe wonld break firlt ? he would-tell you, Net 
that which was ft made, but that which fk got « 
Fall, *'Tis common for them to go frſt to the Win: 
ding-ſbeet, who came laſt from the Wornb, Wears 
earthen Vf .ſſ.ls, brittle Ware, and may quickly gg 
a Knock or Fall, and crack, and-break. : 

Huw many Perſons have loſt' their Lives by.ve& 
ry. ſtrange and ſad Accidents. ?: Some, aud great 
ones too, have fallen ſuddainlyby.at» Ebud's Da 
ger, a Ravilliack, or Felton's Knife. A poiſoned 

orchdid ſerve tolight the Cardinal of Lorrain to 
his -long home. * Fabins ſurnamed the Painter (35 
*F& } alearned Biſhop has with variety remarked 
©0ut of Hiltory) was choaked with an Hair in a Me 
© of Milk,, Adrian the fourth with 4 Fhe, Anacreon 
© with a Raiſin, Dritſus Pompeius with @ Pear, Cal 
* mir the ſecond , King of Polonia , with a litle 

| © Draught 


———_—— 
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[+] Bp. Tavlor in his great Exemplar, p, $57, 558 See alſo 
Dr, Patrick's Div. Arithm, p. 26, 27- 
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& Draught of Wine ; Tarquinius Priſcus with a Fiſh« 
hone, Lucia, the Sifter of Aurelius the E mperour, 
' playing with her little Son, was wounded in her Breaſt 
oath « Needle, and died. The great Lawyer Baldus 
6 playing with 4 little Dog was bitten upon the Lip, in« 
tftantly grew mad and periſhed. So far that great 


and excellent Author. A little Bruiſe on the Toe 
s faid to have killed eEmilins Lepialns, 1 have 
heard of ſeveral that have died by the cutting of a 
Corn upon their Toe, a Place remote from the Heart : 
and have read of a Perſon, who after ſixteen Years 
Travel, and enduring much Hardneſs abroad, re- 
turning home died of an AHwrt in his Thumb. 
(/] The plucking but a ſingle Hair off the Breaſt 
of a Nobleman in the Great Aogul*s Court, cau- 
kd an incurable Cancer in his Fleſh, and proved as 
mortal as the tearing out his very Heart. 

Ck] How many Perſons have died in the mid& 
of Sport and Merriment , exceſlive Laughter, 
and too great a Joy ? and what a Number have 
been found unexpettedly and ſuddenly dead in their 
Beds ? 

We are obnoxious to numerous perilous Diſea- 
ſes , ſubjett to various violent Paſſions, and expoſed 
to a thouſand Caſualties and Contingencies, any 
one of which may quickly be the Death of us. We 

L are 
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[5] Mr. Edward Terry, Mr. of Arts, and Student of Chriſt's. 
Caurch in Oxford 1a his Voyage to the Euſf-{ndies, Anno Chri- 
ſti 1615, tells us of a Noblethan in the great Mogs!'s Court, who 
fitting in Dalliance with one of his Women , had an Haic pulled 
by her from his Breaſt ; This lictle Wound made by that ſmall 
and unexpeRed Inſtrument of Death preſcatly feilred, and turn- 
ing into an incurable Cancer killed him. God needs no bigger a 
Lance thin an Hair to Kill an Atheiltzas chis dying Lord acknows 
ledged. Purchas Pilgrims, Vol. 2. 

[& ] Se Lnſtances in the Gr, Exemplar, p. 558. 
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are in Danger of periſhing by falling into the Wa: 
ter, Or into the Fire ;, by the firing, or Fall of ſome 
Part of an Houſe; by the Fall of a Coach, theFal 
ot an Horſe, or a Fall off an Horſe. - We know 
not how ſoon a Vein may break, and let outout 
Blood and Lite : How foon an Age may ſhake ys 
to Death ; as [/]it did the great Tamerlaze, in the 
midit of hs great Hopes, and greateſt Power, 
when he was preparing for the utter rooting out 
of the Orhoman Family , and the Conquelt and 
Ove:throw of the Greek, Empire. We know not 
how ſoon a Dropſie may drown us, how ſoon a Fe- 
ver may burn us up, how ſoon a Quincy may ſtop 
our Breaih ,, how ſoon an Apoplexy may bereave 
us of our Senſes and of our Lives, how ſoon we 
may groan under deadly Gripes, how ſoon the Pe- 
ftilence may {mite us, and cleaveunto us till it has 
quite conſumed us. Every Pore in our Bodies is a 
Door at which Death may enter in. If we had 
many Hands as Has on our Heads, they would 
not be able to ſtop up all thoſe Paſſages at which 
Death may creep in unawares. We know not but 
that ſome Diſeaſe is now breeding in our Bodies, 
which will ſhortly make an Erd of us. Bleſſed be 
God, we are now free from Pain, but ere long we 
may be even diltracted with it. 7o day we are well, 
and in good Health ; but to morrow we may be ſick, 
heart-ſick, lick unto Death; and the next Day 
laid in our Cofhns, and lodged in our Graves. Ma- 
ny are gone before us, who were likely enough to 
oftlive us : and who knows but our turn may be the 
very next. This Night, mine, thy Soul may be re- 
quired of us; and to morrow Morning the Bell may 

give 


_— 


_ —— 


[/] 25. Jan. 1402, Knolles's Hilt. of the Turks, p. 235. 


a good Duty m evil Daies, 147 


give notice of our Death. We are apt to ima- 

ine , that we may continue in the World till we 
Five effetted all wedelign;' and yer we have no Pro- 
miſe of God's, nothing but our own Preſumption to 
ſecure us of longer Life. And to be ſure, the 
Greatneſs and Multitude of our Sms give us Cauſe to 
fear the Fewnefs of our Daies, and Shortneſs of our 
Lives : to fear, lelt every Sickneſs ſhould prove 
our Death ;, and lelt our Death ſhould prove our 
Damnation, 

If we conſider, how little need God has of us; 
how many better than our ſelves go before us ; how 
wſeleſs and worthleſs , how unprofitable and unſer- 
viceable we are in the World ; what an high Pro- 
vocation Our heinous Sins are unto Gcd's infinite 
Holineſs and Juſtice ; and how many Waes there 
are of ſnatching us away ard removing us 
hence; we cannot but conteſs, that it is a rhou- 
ſand to one if ever we reach to an old Ave. 

You that are old indeed, have reaſon to conclude, 
that your Time is ſufficiently ſhort : your Pulſe can 
beat comparatively but a tew Strokes more : your 
Sun draws low , isalmolt ſet : your Glaſs is almolt 
run : your Lite is almoſt done : you have one Foot 
in the Grave already : you ſtand upon the Brinkot 
Eternity , and rread upon the Borders of another 
World : And will you beguilty of ſuch prodigious 
inconſideracy , {till [mm] velut ex pleno & abundantt 
perdere ;, when you have but a few Daies or Hours 
remaining , to ſpend as extravagantlyas if you had 
all your Years before you ? 

You that are weak, and infirm, ſic&yand cralie, 
have reaſon to reckon your Time wncertam, and 
L 2 not 


— 


— —” 


[2] $20. de bxey, vit. cap. 4. 
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not to flatter your ſelves,and ſay,that threatned Folk, 
lzve long. 

Yon that are more eminently uſeful and holy, zea- 
low and ferward in the Profeſſion and Pradtice, fy 
Maintenance and Defence of the Chriſtian and or 
Reformed Religion ; your very Religion , which 
will ſave your Souls, may poſſibly cauſe you to the 
loſe your Lives : For your Attivity in your Dy- 


ry tO God and your C ountry, you may be [#] ſtrang- | 
led or ſtabbed by the barbarous Hands ot the butch- 
erly bloody Papiſts. 


But eſpecially you that are wilfully wicked and im- Wi 
penitent , have reaſon to determine that you have 
ot long to. live. How can you hope, that God 
ſhould put another Talent , and trult a new Stock, of 
Time inthe Hands of ſuch Prodsgals as you have 
been ? That he ſhould give ſuch Rebels longer 


Time to affront and diſhonour him ? That he 2 
ſhou!d ſafer you to live who know not how to live, and f 
care nct how you live; who do not underſtand or wh 
conl;der for what it was you came into the World? ly 


That he ſhould ailow you one Day more, who never 
yet kyew how to ſpend and improve any one Day a Be 


ye ought ? You have Ground enough to expett : 
that the continuing and lengthening out of your - 
Sins will extremely diminiſh and leſſen , curtail and = 
ſhorten your Daies : You have reaſon to fear eve- " 
ry Hour the Loſs of your Lives, and of all Poſlibi- V 
lity of Repentance ; that you ſhall be removed, and 
room made for worthier Perſons to ſtand uÞ 1n the P 
Places which you ſo unprotitably and pernicioully - 
takeup in the World. 
Our 
[1] Preachcd on the Lord's-Day after the Diſcovery of the : 


Murce of Sr, Edwwwnd Berry Godfrey, 


he 
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Our Time is ſhort, and therefore let us lay 
preſent hold upon that ſmall Remnant of [0] ha- 
fty Time which polteth away whether we work 
or play. 

Let's take with ws Words, and ſay to God with 


the devout Herbert, 


Lp] O let thy Height of Mercy then 
Compaſſionate ſhort-breathed Men. 
Oh gently treat 
With thy quick, Flowr, thy momentany Bloom ;, 
Whoſe Life ſtill preſſing 
Is one undreſſing, 
A ſteady aiming at a Tomb. 


Let's daily prepare to die, by earneſt importunate 
Pleading with God for Pardon of Sin, and SanCti- 
hcation, and Sence of Pardon, and of our Fitneſs 
for Heaven and Happineſs, that ſo we may certain- 
ly die ſafely, and comfortably. 

And, by the Help of God, let's double our Dill- 
gence and Activity , and endeavour to do a great 
deal of Workin a lutle Time. You know, Nature at 
the Approach of Death uſually acts a jdouble Part, 
and puts forth all its Strength. Bells, when about 
ceaſing , ſtrike thicker than before, A Stone , the 
nearer it comes to its Center, the faſter it moves, 
When Night draws on , the Traveller mends his 

Pace. Conlidering we have but a few Dates, let's 
labour to Gve thegn all, to loſe none of them : So to 
lead our Life, that we may be able to enjoy ozr paſt 


3 afe, 


[0] Cum celeritate tempors witnds velocitare cert.rn tum 
ef : velut ex torrente rapido »mec ſemper care, cio han tn dur 
ef, Sen. de vrev. Vit, Cap. 9+ 


[p]} Repentance. 
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Life, by making ſweet and comfortable Re flefti- 
ons upon it; which is in a manner to [p] en« 
large oar Age, and atiter a Sort to live twice, 

[4] We have but a lutle while to live , let us 
thereiore itudy and ſtrive to we well, Our 
Lite is juſt like a Comedy ( ſaies Seneca ) it mat- 
ters not ſo much how long, as how well it is atted. 

[r] He lives long, that lives well : who. in a few 
Years 1s very uſeful and ſerviceable unto God, and 
greatly profitable ard beneficial to the World. The 
Author 0 the Book of W:ſ/dom ſays concerning E- 
noch , who was the ſhorteſt l:2/d of the Patriarchs 
before the Flood, bur an eminent Pattern of Picty, 
and a rare Exemplar of walking with God, that he 
being perfected or conſummated in a ſhort Time, ful- 
filled a long Time, (Chap. 4. Verl. 13.) For r the 

ame 


[p] Ampliat etatss ſÞ.itrum ſits vir bonus ; hoc eff 
Vryere brs,vita poſſe proare rus. Epigrammatograph Latin, 
[9] Nemo a 4m bene vorvat, ſed quam dit turat , lim om. 
we pojſ.t cont impere, wt Lene vivant ; ut Aus, nul. Sen. CP, 24, 
in ine. Quomods f abwia, ſic vita; now quam din, ſod quam br. 
ne atts ſit refert. 1d. ep. 77. Diſcendum qudm bene vivas re- 
F re, non gi4n dis, 1d, ep. 10, 

[7 | Let us account thar the o'deſt Lite which is moſt holy. 
vx 0 waxegreTO fIQO- dew © ans oaeduiirarOh Ulutarch, 
conjol, ad Apoliow J) A long Lite is not the beſt, but a good Lite, 
As we do not commend (faith he) kim that hath play d a grear 
while on an Inſirument, or made a long Oration , b.it him that 
hath played and ſpoken well 5 and as we account thoſe Cieatures 
belt that give us moſt profic in a ſhort Time, and every where 
we ſee maturity preterred before length of #ge, fo it ought to be 
among our ſelve-. They are the worthic\t Perſons and have li- 
ved longeſt in the World, who have brought the greatcit Benefir 
unto it, and macethe greatc{t Advantage of thcir Time 10 the 
Service of God and of Men, Let our Conſcience theret ore be 
the Ephemeris or Diary of our Life, Let us not reckon by tic 
Almanack, but by the Book of God , how much we liv*, And 
let us account that he who lives Godly lives long, and that other 


Men live not at all, D. Patrick s Div. Arithm. P. 34s 35» 
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fame Author a little before does well expreſs it, 
Verſ. 8, 9.) Honoirable Age 1 not that which ſtand- 
eth in length of Time, nor that which 1s meaſured by 
Number of Tears : But Wiſdom #5 the gray Hair unto 
Men , and an unſpotted Life ts old Aze. 

Lucilinzs having 1n an Epiſtle ro Sexeca ſadly la- 
mented the immature untimely Death of Metrona- 
Res the Philoſopher , who might,and, in his Con» 
ceit, ought to have lived longer ; The grave Mo- 
ralift ſeaſonably checks hus wu nf, unjult Complaint 
of [5] Providence , and takes Occalion in his An- 
ſwer to diſcourſe uſetully and cxce!lently in this 
manner ; [] Our Care ſhould be (aics he) not to live 
long, but to live enough. Life 1s long, if it be full. 
What good do eighty Tears do him that ſpends them all 
idy ? ſuch a Perſon did not live, but only linger in 
Life ;, nor did he die late, but was a long Time dead, 
But you make your moan, that he died young and green - 
yet he performed the Offices of a good Citizen, a good 
Friend, a good Son, he was deficient in no part that pro- 
perly belonged to bim. Though his Age was imperfett, 
his Life was perfett, He lid, yea be was here exghty 
Tears, unleſs youwill reckgn he lid no otherwiſe than 


Trees are ſaid to lvve. 1 pray thee, my Luciltas, let 
L 4 


11d 


—_— —  — 


[+] "Oy ze 147 ©ths yy amvvicuu viO. Apul, Poctas 
Minor, p. 513. | 

[!'] Odtoginta anny Vixit, rift fortd ſic vixiſſe en dice 9140- 
modo dicuntur arbores Vivere. =--- Lutmaimodum 1 munore 
Corporss habits » pot eft homo eſſe perf edi wa . foe & 1 miunare eve 
pors modo, poteft effe viia purfecta. --- L ar quod fit 4mpll- 
finam vita ſpatium p Vſque ad ſapienti am VIVere: 9/44 1d 4.48 
perventt, attigut non longt//umum finem, ſed mdxumun. -—- Nu 
tam multu vixit anni; quan poruit. Er paneorum Verf unms 
liber ef, 5 quidem laudandus , 4tque viilis, YN. C9.93. 

Mult slie bonus flebulis ecerdir, Hotar, carm. !. 4 Of. 24. de 
morte Qvintilii 
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us endeavour , ſays he, that as precious Things, [o ow 
Life, though ut be not of any great Extent and Length, 

et may be of much —_ and Worth : Let us meaſure 


:t by Work,, and not by Time. WouldiF thou kyow the 
Difference between him that ſpent ſo few, and another 
that hath paſſed over many Tears ? The one lives even 
after Death , the other periſhed before Death. Let w 
therefore praiſe him , and place him in the Number 9 
happy Perſons, who ,, bow little Time ſoever he enjoye 
was careful to boos it well, Why do you inquire boy 
long he lived ? he lid to the Memory and Benefit of 
Poſterity. As there may be a perfett Man in a leſs Ha. 
bit of Body, ſo there may be a perfeft Life in alt; 
Meaſure of Time, Do you demand what 1s the largeit 
Space of Life ? it is to live till ite attain to Wiſdom: 
He that arrives to that , is come not to the longeſt End, 
but the greateſt. He livd not ſo many Tears as he might: 
why , 4 Book, may contain but a few Verſes, and yet be 
very laudable and uſeful. 
He that attains the End of Life, though his Tum 

be ſhort, yet his Life is long, becauſe he lives 

u] much in a little : Like him that writes ſmall, 

hick and cloſe, having much to write, and but a 
little Paper to write in. When the Ninwites had 
but forty Dvies allowed them, they made uſe of 
that Space to exerciſe a notable Repentance in. 

Our Time is ſhort and very «ncertain ; let our Im- 

provement therefore be as ſpeedy, and as great as 
may be. Let our Care be to live alwaies holly 
that we may never fear dying ſ«ddenly, nor dread 
the Thought of being ſiapriſed and taken unprovi- 
del. If we cannot be certain of longer enjoying 
this preſent mortal, tranſitory Life ; Oh let”s nct 


be 


+ -———- 
__— —_— _ 


[4] [n quqntoliter reppore boua aterns conſummapgt, Y*1, 
Ep. 9%. 
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be contented to be as uncertain of our obtaining a 
better beings and an endleſs Life, when this is con- 
cluded and expired. 


3. Onr ſpecial Particular Opportunities are much 


orter than our Tune , and more wacertain, Though 
the Stalk remain, the Flower may be gone : though 
ſomewhat of Time may be left, yet Opportunity may 
be ſlipt. - But this I ſay , Brethren, the TI ME IS 
SHORT: the Word is veep ©- comtratted 
or ſhortened, It is an Alluſion to Sea-faring Men , 
that have almoſt done their Voyage, and begin to 
ſtrike Saul ;, are ready toroll and fold wp their Sails 
together, to put into Harbourzand to go to unlade 
their Goods. 

Our ſpecial Seaſons are very ſhort, -and ancertain 
Things. We may quickly be laid upon Sick-Beds, 
and unfitted by 2 Diſeaſe for the Performance of 
thoſe Duties , which now weare free tothe Exer- 
ciſe of, We may ſuddenly fall into ſo weak, a Cons» 
dition,that an earneſt Care, and working T houghts 
about the final Eſtate of our Souls, would hinder the 
Cure and Recovery of our Bodies, and will be apt 
to be laid afide upon that Pretence, In a Time of 
Sickneſs our Heads may be diſtempered, or our 
Hearts may be ſtraitned, that we cannot pray. We 
may pollibly loſe our Eſtates, that we cannot here- 
after give to the Poor ſo liberally as now we may. 
It may be for the future we may not be excited and 
ſuſcitated by ſuch good Motions as now we are. 
We may never be entruſted with ſuch rich Talents, 
nor have ſuch precious Opportunities any more af- 
forded us as are at preſent vouchſafed to us : Let's 
therefore now improve them to the atmoſt : let us 
make the beſt of them, and loſe none of them : Ef- 

pecially 


_—— — _  —_— 


— 


ay j Cor, 7- 29- 
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pecially conſidering; 'that as our Time is ſhort and 
uncertain, and our ſpecial Opportunities ſhorter, and 
more uncertain :, SOy 


| 4 TheWork we have to do, us very great. Tis m 
ſight and trifling Work, above all keepings to keep 
our Hearts : to prevail with our ſelves to make a 
Covenant with our Eyes, and pertorm It : to turn 
away our Eyes from beholding Vanity, and from 
gazing 0n alluring Objetts: to learn habitually to 
govern our / ongues ; to ſet a Watchover our Lips, 
that we offend not with our Tongues, nor ſpeak 
unadvitedly with our Lips : to take heed unto our 
Feet, and to make fret Paths : to walk circum- 
ſpe:tly, * accurately, exactly : to ſtrive to enter 
in at the ſtrait Gate, to watch for our Souls, to 
work out our Salvation, to make our Calling and 
Election ſure : to procure, and preſerve a Right 
and Title to the heavenly Kingdom: to get our 
Evidences for Heaven ſealed, and to keep them fo 
_ from Blors and Blurs that they may be plainly 
read. ' 

It is #o facile Thing to repent of ſo many thouſand 
Sins and Follies, to believe with all our Hearts, to 
obey the ſeveral Laws and Commands of Chriſt, 
and to diſcharge and perform our particular re- 
ſpeCtive Duties both towards God, towards our 
Neighbour, and towards our ſelves. Tis no ſuch 
eaſy matter to become able to reliſt the Devil, to 
tread Satan under our Feet ; to get Victory over 

the World, to ſubdue our own Fleſh, todeny our 
ſelves; To reach and attain to fuch a Degree of 
ſpiritual Nicenef, as not to endure the Impurity of 
a Dream, 


—_— — 


o 


* eaxcfins Eph. 5.15, 
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1 Dream , nor to allow our ſelves in ſo much An- 
ger as would diſorder and diſturb a Chzld. 


Sin is not mortified on a-/xddain : Our old Man 
is not crucified in a Moment : The ſtrong Man is 
got diſarm'd and caſt out in an inſtant : The Plague 
ofour Heart is not ſo /oox cured, our {ſpiritual Le- 


prolie ſo quirky healed , nor our lilue of Blood ſo 


neſently dried up. A corrupt Nature is not {0 ea- 
fly changed : [w] Il Habits and Cuitoms are not 
ſo readily broken and laid atide : A craving Appe- 
titeis not ;mmediatly drawn off from ſenſual Ob- 
jets, nor | our Inclinations to the Things below 
ranquilt?d and conquer?d: with a ſingle and ſhore 
Contlict : Strength is not ſo ſpeedily gorten againſt 
Temptations , 'nor Power over our Paſlions, nor 
Conqueſt obtain'd over our Corruptions. It is not 
2 Thing of ſo quick a diſpatch to fix and ſettle our 
Reſolutions, to remove ſtrong Prejudices , to re- 
ſolve our Doubts, to anſwer Objections, and ſa- 
tisfy many weighty and difhcult Queſtions which 
will ariſe concerning our Souls and ſpiritual Eſtates, 
'Tis a,great Work ſure, Employment and Bulineſs 
enough for all our Time, to get a Change of Mind, 
and Heart, and Life : To get Pardon of Sin, and 
Purity of Heart; To recover the Favour and 
Friendſhip of Ged, and to regain the glorious I- 
mage aud Likeneſs of God : To procure the Re- 
conciliation of onr Perſons and Natures to God ; 
To get a Participation of the divine Nature, a 
Participation of God*s Holineſs : To attain a bleſ- 
ſed Conformity in Spirit and Practice to Chrilt our 
Head : To per an attective transformative Know- 

lcdg 


L — 


[w] Maly conſuetudine obſeſjisy di rubigo antmorum tffri- 
canda eſt, DEns EP» 95» 
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ledg of God and Chriſt, and a deep Impreſs of th 
holy Goſpel upon our Hearts and Lives: Ty 
know the Goſpel, to know God and Chriit ſo, x 
to become Goſpel-like, God-like, Chriſt-like 
Creatures : To gain a good Meaſure of Grace and 
Holineſs, a rooted Love to God and Goodneſ;, x 
good Hope and a ſetled well-grounded Peace of 
Conſcience : To learn to be careful for nothin 
with an anxious, diitruſtful , diſtrating, * dw. 
= Care; but in every Eſtate and Condition of 
Lite to be humbly and cheerfully content : To im- 
prove and ſtir up the ſeveral Graces of God in us: 
By God's Aſſiſtance to bring our ſelves to maintain 
a daily holy Communion with God, and aconſtant 
Converſation in Heaven : to prepare aright for 
Death and Judgment : toarrive toa Weanednel; 
from this preſent World, to a Deſire to depart 
and be with Chriſt, and to a Love of the appearny, 
and an earneſt longing for the ſecond Coming of 
the Lord Jeſus. 

This hard T ak and weighty Work will require 
all owr Labour, and even take up every Hour, Let's 
therefore vigorouſly redeem the Time, and indu- 
ſtrioully put it to jh1s Vſ/e, and diligently employ it 
to this Purpoſe ;, and daily ſay the Prayer of Moſes, 
f So teach us ta number our Daies, that we may apply 
our Hearts-unto Wiſdom. Let's loſe none of our little 
Time upon unfruitfal , wprofirable Things , till we 
have no more worthy and weighty Things to ſpend 
itin; and till we have Time to ſpare from more mo» 
mento;, important Work : But let's lay out our 
Time in thoſe neceſſary Works which will comfort 
us mo#F when we come to die, 

The 


—_ 


* un Soy utouyd Te, Phil. 4 6. + Pal. g9: 12. 
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The Workthat lies before us is great ; let's there- 
fore redeem the whole of our remaining Time : re- 
deem it perfettly (as far as in us lies) and redeem it 
conſtantly, to the very laſt; and not purpoſely 
make the good Improvement of one Day an Argu- 
meat of mis-ſpending and trifling away the next : 
but lay out every Day with Labour and Diligence 
in ſo very great and good a Work. If we intend 
to redeem the Time, we muſt continue in well-do- 
ing : Now a natural Ceſſation of the Act, is not a 
moral Diſcontinuance ;, But only our Omſſion of any 
xceſſary At , Or our Doing a clean contrary Aft : 
Thus is that which we mult take Care we do not be- 
come guilty of. 

[x] We have no reaſon here to accuſe and caſt 
any Blame upon God, for giving ſo l/ttle Time to 
us, and expecting ſo great and weighty a Work 
from us : be » though our Time be ſhore of it ſelf, 
and we have no ſpare Time to throw away in vain 
Pleaſures , or unnecellary Employments : Yet, 
bleſſed be God, the Time he gives us is large and 
long enough to ſerve all rational ſpiritual Ends of 
Life, to do all our neceſſary Workand real Buſineſs 
in, by the Help of God, and in the Strength of Chriſt. 
We have in the Dates of our Lives Space enough 
given us for Repentance , Time ſuſhcient to diſ- 
patch 


_— 


[x] Nan exiguum terporss habemmu : ſed multum perdi- 
mus. Satys longa vita ,*&f in maximarum rerum conſumma- 
romem largh data ef, ſi tots bene collecarctur, -— Non 4ccepi- 
mus breyem vitam , ſed fecimms : nec mopes ejs, ſed prodigy [* 
FM S1ewt aAmpie o regia oper 5 PIT, ad malum dommum per 
Yenerwne, momento dijſipantur : at quamvy modice, ſibono cu- 
Pods trakite ſunt, uſu creſcunt ; Ita atas n'ſtrabene diſponents, 
multum patet. Quid de rerum natwra querimur 2 j[ls ſe bent 
gd geſſoe, Vita, [s ſcias with, longa eft, yer de brevitate vitr, 
Cap. ly 2, 
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patch the one Thing neceſſary to work out our 
Salvation , to prepare for Eternity, 

And for our Comfort and Encourggement, if we 
be not groſly wanting to our ſelves, we may 
bably yer perform whacever is indiſpenfably requir'd 
of us, in the Time that iscontinued and lengthned 
Out tO us ; it we take up preſently and loſe and ſquan- 
der away no more of it. Life # long enough, ſays 
Seneca, (and let me add, the Reſidue of thy Life 
may provelong enough) if thou kyoweft bur how to 
ſpend it well: And therefore be ſo pradent and pre- 
vident, as to uſe and improve that little, which, if 
the Fanlt be not thy own, may happ.ly ſerve to 
do thy main Buſineſs, to ſave thy Soul from periſh- 
ing everlaitingly , and from muſcarrying to all E- 
ternity; 


The fourth Additional Reaſon, 


We ſhould redeem the Time while we enjoy #t, be- 
cauſe we canneither bring Time back, when once it # 
paſt unimprov?d, nor any way prolong and lengthen out 
the Dates of our Lives, when Death comes to put an End 
and Period to them. 


1. We ſhould redeem the Time while we have 
it, becauſe we can never recall and retrieve the Time of 
this Life, if once we loſe and let it ſlip unimproved, 
We can never live one Day of our Lives over again. 
No Man will reſtore thy Time (ſays [ y ] Seneca) 
or return thy loit Opportunities to thee, and make 
thee Malter once more of thoſe Advantages which 

here- 


O——— ———_—_ 


[ 3 ] Nemo reſtituet annos , nemo iterum tt tibi redlet, Sei 
d. brcv, vit.c, 8. 
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heretofore thou hadit in thy Hands. If we would 
give the Fruit of our Bodies for the Redemption of 
orTime,we can never purchaſe it into our Hands a- 
gain.lt is reported to have been theSpeech of Prince 
Henry upon his Death-bed to a certain Lord , Ab 
Tom, 1 now too late wiſh for thoſe Hours we 
have ſpent in vam Recreations, That of him in 
the Poet was a very groundleſs and fruitleſs De- 
lire , 


O mihi prateritos referat ſi Jupiter annos ! 


[z] Oh that Jove would me reſtore 
The Years that I have lid before ! 


When our Time is juſt at an End, and wecan 
hardly draw our Breath, *twill be a lamentable, 
deſperate Caſe for us then to cry out with that 
poor diltreſſed , afflited [a] Woman in Cambridg, 
Call Time again, call Time again ;, a T hing impolli- 
ble to be effefted by any Cares or Endeavours, 
Prayersor Tears, Money or Price. The Timeof 
Life, once loſt,is irrecoverable and unredeemable 
And the ſad Apprehenſion of the irreparable Loſs of 
Time, will one Day prove an intolerable Torment 
to too late conſidering and awakened Souls. Let's 
therefore uſe that Time well, which there can be 
no Reyocation of. 


2. As we cannot recover the Time that is paſt, 
ſo we cannot make any Supplement or Addition 
of new and longer Time to the Daies of our Lives, 
when once Death comes to put a Fins to them, 


As 


[z)] Bp. Reynold's Treat. of the Pafl. 
14] Mrs, Pindar, a Book-ſciler's Wile in Cam! ridg. 
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As wecannot add one Cabit to our Stathre; So 


we cannot add one Moment to the Meaſure and 
Number of our Daies. [6] St. Gregory in a certain 
Homily tells us a ſad Story of one Chriſaurins, a Nos 
bleman , but a bad Liver ;, as full of Wickgdreſs as 
Wealth : who at lait was ſtruck with Sickneſs, and 
the ſame Hour that he was going out ot the World, 
he ſeem'd to ſee a Company of foul and black Spi- 
rits ſtanding betore him, and coming to drag him to 
the Infernal Pit : He began to tremble, to grow 
pale, to ſweat again, and to call out to.his Son 
[c] Maximw to come quickly to ſave and help him: 
When his Son and Servants came , they could ſee 
nothing ;, but he himſelf, turn which way he would, 
could ſee nothing elſe but thoſe evil Spirits which he 
could not endure to ſee; and in a deſpairing Man» 
nerat laſt cried out, Inducias vel uſque mane, indi. 
C145 wel uſque mane : Let me have reſpite but till to 
morrow, reſpite but till ro morrow Morning : And 
in this Perplexity he died immediatly. The ſame 
Father makes this Uſe of it ; The Viſion did him 
r.0 good, ſays he, but let it do good to us , upon 
whom God's Patience waits yet a while. longer : 
[4] Let us ſeriouſly think upon*t, that we may not loſe 
our Time , ſays he, and then beg to live that we may 
do our Duty, when we are ford to die whether we wil 
or 70, 


The 


[ 5] Hom, 12. in Euang, in verba, Yigulate itaque, quis ne- 
ſeirts diem nteque horam. 

[c] Maxime, carre, Maxime, curre, mungquam 1th; aliquid 
mal; fect, in fide twam me ſuſcipe, 

[4] Nos ergoy fratres chargyumi, nunc ſolicit its cogiteram, 
ne nobus 11 Vacuum tempor pereant, &f twnc quaeramm ad bene 
agendum vyivere, ciun jam compeliymur de corpore exire, 
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The fifth Additional Reaſon, 


We ſhould diligently redeem the Time, becauſe 
we ſhall be certainly calPd to an Account for our Time, 
Eccleſ. 11. 9. Rejoice, © young Man, in thy Youth, 
or, becauſe thou art young, healthy and itrong 
(the wiſe Man here ſpeaks [ronically) and let thy 
Heart cheer thee in the Daies of thy Touth , and walk, 
m the Waies of thy Heart, and mm the Sight of thine 
Eyes : take thy Courſe : do what thou plealelt : 
lve as thou liſteſt : lay noreſtraint upon thy ſelf : 
deny thy ſelf nothing that Heart can wiſh : pleaſe 
thy Eye, gratify thy Phanſie, ſatisfy thy Appe- 
tite, and ler thy ſenſual Heart give Law to thy 
whole Man : take thy Swing, thy Fill of Luſt and 
Pleaſure; get Gain, heapup Riches, acquire Ho- 
rour , grow great in the World, enjoy thy ſelf, 
take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry ; But 
take along with thee this ſad and ſevere, yer ea- 
lonable Premonrition , Know thou that for all theſe 
Things God will bring thee into Judgment, Know thou, 
that is, conlider and think well of it , till thy 
Heart be warmed with the Thoughts of it : Let 
this ſo necellary weighty Doctrine not only enter 
into , and then flip out of thy Head almoſt as 
ſoon as in it ; but let this Truth take up and dwell 
inthy Thoughts , and move and ſtir thy Heart 
and Aﬀections, andrule and govern thy Life and 
Actions : Thus kzow thou, that for all theſe Things, 
for all the Vanities and Exceſles, Follies and Ex- 
travagancies of thy Youth, for all thoſe Things 
which are now ſo grateful and delightful ro thy 
Senſes; God, ['c] whoſe Word and Fear thou now 

M deſpi- 


[<] Bp. Reynolds in loc. 
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deſpiſeſt , from whoſe Eye thou canſt not hide thy 
Sins , from whoſe Trivunal thou canſt not abſent 
thy ſelt, 7his God :will bring thee, bing thee per- 
force whether thou wilt or no; ſead his Angels to 
hale and drag thee, when thou ſhalt in vain call 
and cry to Mountains ai:d Rocks to hide and cover 
thee : Bring thre into Judgment ;, to a particular 
Tudgment immediatly atter Death ; and to the ge- 
neral Judgment , the Fudgment of the great Day (as 
St. Fade ipeaks) call'd by St. Paul, the Terrour of the 
Lord. '1 hou fondand fooliſh , thou daring ven- 
turous Sinner, know, that there is an After-rec- 
koning , a Time when thou muſt come to an Ac- 
count , when thou muſt think and hear of what 


thou halt done, and left undone , and mult ſarely 


pay very dear tor all. Theythat lrve their Time m 
the Fleſh , to the Luſts of Men (ſays * St. Peter ) they 
ſhall grove Account to him that is ready to judg the Quick, 
aud the Dead, 

[4] We areas ſure to account for every conli- 
derable Portion of our Time, as for every Sum of 
Monzy we receive. [e] lt the very i Hazrs of our 
Heads, and + all owr Hairs are +numbred ; then cer- 
tainly our very Hours and all our Hours too : And 
avove all, owur ſpecial Hours, our Sermon-Hours, 
and all prov;denual Opportunities, with all onr 
Neglects aid Non-improvements, are exactly com- 
pated and reckoned up by God our Judg. God 
puts down in lis Caralogze, this is the firi#, this 
the ſecond, this the third time, that I bave yu_ 


ac. &, — 


XY 1 Pet, 4 + . Bb 

[4] Bp. Taylor's Serm. 1. Vol. p. 294. 

ſe) Yor Knum caps Um (apits non dineittit non wu mer datum, 
116728 740Hentiemm Lemporns dirmmities non Comput il wm 2 
ft Mar. 10, 30. 
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that I have woed ſuch an one. He ſtrictly obſerves 
how long he has waited upon us, how often he has 
treated with us, by his Mercies, by his Judgments, 
by his Word, by his Spirit by his own Miniſters, 
by our own Conſciences, or our Chrittian Friends. 
God counts and caſts up every Mnure of Patience 
ſpent upon us; He reckons and regiſters eve- 
ry Sand of Long-ſuttering run out by us : God 
now takes ſpecial , particular , punctual Notice 
of all, in order to a future, final, and full Ac- 
count. 

We muſt one Day reckon for al] thoſe Hours 
which now we idle and triile away, and make fo 
lictleand light of. Time is now a Burthen to many 
of us, and lies upon our Hands, and we know not 
almoit how to ſpend it, or which way toget rid 
of it : And therefore ſometimes we uſe evil Arrs 
to paſs it away : But oh what an wntolerable Bur- 
then will the Guilt of m {-ſpent Time be, when it 
ſhall be charged home up>5n a Soul at the great and 
dreadful Day ! What have you done with all your 
Time ? will God then ſay : Is it true, that 
you have ſpent ſo much in Drinking, ſo mnch 1n 
Revelling , ſo much in Dreſling your ſelf eve- 
ry Day ?! Were theſe the Things | gave you Time 
for ? what will the Sinner be able to anſwer tg 
theſe Things. 

When our righteous Lord, who delivered the 
Talents of Time and manifold Opportunities to us, 
ſhall come to reckox with us, he wil require and call 
for ſome anſwerable good Improvement of every 
ſuch Talent : And the more of theſe Talents were 
concredited and committed to us, the richer Return 


and greater Improyement will be expected and de- 
M 2 manded 
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wanded of us : [ f ] Our Reckoning will riſe accor- 
ding to the Largeneſi of our Opportunities and Re- 
ceits. 

Ard the longer it is before God calls us to a Rec. 
kening , our Account will certainly be the ſadder, 
and our Doom and Puniſhment much the heavier, 
ii we have been unfaithful Stewards of our Time and 
Talents. What Account will the old Sinner give 
o* three or four-ſcore Years ſpent in Vanity, Sin 
and Folly ? What will he be able to ſay for himſelf, 
that his gray Hairs were found in the Way of Un- 
righteouſneſs? 

It will be a fearful Audit, when God ſhall call the 
inconlideratc, careleſs Sinner to appear before his 
great Tribunal : Then he that has but hid his Ta- 
lent, ſhall hear that ſad and diſmal Voice, Serve ne- 
quam * ;, thon wicked and 1iothiul Servant , and 
thall find and feel a Retribution accordingly : 
*I'wil ſurely then be fſa:d concerning him , 
* Cait the unprofitable Servant into outer Darknep, 
there ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 

O lets not put that evil Day far from us ;, but let 
that Yoice be alwaies ringing in our Ears, which 
was ever ſounding in [g] St. Ferom's; Ariſe ye Dead, 
and come to Fudament, Our Time muſt be ſtrictly 
reckon®d for, and therefore we ſhould thriftily 
husband, if poſlible, every Minute of it. 


The 


——— — 


[ {] Creſcunt dm ? creſcunt rationes donorum ? 

® Mit. 25, 19, 25, 30. 

(e] L0t-es diem milum conſiders, fofo Corpore contremiſco ; 
ſve enim comeds , five bibo, five aliguid facie, ſemper viderwr 
mihs tubs ia terrs: 1.35 ſonare in anrivus muy z Surgite mortusy 
Venite ad juarciam. Hitt on 
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The ſixth and laft Additional Reaſon. 


Sixthly and laſtly ; We ſhonld be ſure to re- 
deemthe Time, Becauſe this T ime 1s all we can re- 
deem \, andupon this ſhort Moment of Time depends long 
Eternuy. 

We ſha!l never have any more Time or Space 
to redeem, either in zhr-/, or in another World. 


1. As we cammot live this ſame Life over again, fo 
when once wedie and leave this World, we thall 
never return to this Earth again, to converle in Fleth 
with Men any more ; nor be ſutter'd to {:ve another 
Life here in this World , to mend and corrett what 
wedid amiſs heretofore. * It a Man die, ſhall he 
live azam ? ſays Fob : Some nnderitand this Inter- 
rogation as a flat denial , an abſolute Negation : He 
ſhall live a natural Life on Earth no more. 4 As 
the Cloud u conſumed, and vaniſheth away : So he th. 
goeth down to the Grave, ſhall come up uo more, He 
(ball return n9 more ro his Houſe, neither ſhall bis 
Place know him airy move. || When a few Tears 
are come, then] ſvall go the Way whence I ſhall nt 
rYetwwn, 


2. Ard as we ſhall have nonew Time 1n this , S0, 
no Space will be given, or granted us for Repert- 
ance, and Purgation of our Souls ; nor will any 
Offer of Mercy be made us in the orher World - No 
new Covenant will ever there be tendred ro us ; no 
Amballadonrs of Peace be ſcut to beſeech us, 10 

M3 prty 


ro 
— 


* Job14.14. f Job9. 9,to, 
I! Jub 16. 34. Job IO 21- 
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pray « there in Chriſts ſtead to be reconciPd to God, 
God will then be irreconcilable, Sin unpardonable 
and unremoyable, Heaven urattainable, ard loſt 
Souls uncurable and irrecoverable. If we do not 
do our bet here, we jhall have no other Game to 
play, nor Pare to act in any other Region or Man- 
110n, We ſhall nat be [ þ] Probationers 1n the other 
World : We ihall nor. be ſuilered to begin there 
upon a new Score, [7] Our Souls at Death will en- 

tcr intoa fixed , wnchangeable State, and continue 

for ever {uch as they went out of this World. The 

very ſame Frame and Temper, Qualities and Afe« 

Ctions , as we carry with us out of ths Life, we ſhall 

keep and retain in thenext. Such good Diſpoliti- 

ons as were begun here, wiil indeed beintended and 

perfeiied in Heaven : And ſuch ill Diſpoſitions as 

took place and gor Root here, will be ſtrongly ſetled 

and fully confirm?d in the damn'd hereafter : But 

the [k7] main State of any, either go:d or 

bad , wi:l never be varied or altered in the « 

ther World, As the Tree falls; ſo it lies: As 

T img 


__—_— 
yr ———_— 
_ —_— - 3 


[hb] Quoad anime ſeperate flatum ;, nin it:rum fit Viator, 
wegue in probation ſt tu pofita , ai fa rceitaten unhuc ACGU im 
rendam ; (ed in flats ponitur finals : ( reſurrettions mutations 
bus exjettuty._) baxter, Methodus Ihcelogiz Chriltianx, part, 
4- (a2. 4- 

[1] 1m qo quemque mvenerit [uns noviſſimus tits, in hoc 6. 
um comp ehendet miunds noviy/.mmms dits. Quonidm qualy 
die iflo quiſque morutur, tals in dit iis judicabitur. Avgults 
Epilt. 80. 

Qualu exiery de bac vita, tals redderis His vite. Avgult. in 
Pal. 36. 

[ & | See Dr. Tillotſen, 1. vol pag. 29%. Dr. Nore's Myfiery 
of Guglinels, pag, 441- Dr. Bowler's Dclign of Chriltianiry, 
Pay. 122, 
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Time leaves us, ſo Eternity will find and conti- 
fue Us. 

God will never trie us more with Opportunities 
and Helps of Converſion and Retormartion, with 
the Means of Grace and Lite, In another Place and 
State: And therefore let's now improve Providen- 
ces and Ordinances, Aids and Alhitances, as thoſe 
that {hail »ever hereafter meet with ſuch Advanta- 
ges; and do all the Duties and Offices of Rehgion, 
as thoſe that are going to that World where there 
is no room for fuch Periormances , 29 ; lace for Con- 
feſfion , Praicr , Repentauce a»d Amendment of 
Lite, in order tothe Fardon of our Sins, and Sal- 
vation of our Souls: no occaſion of running, wrelt- 
ling, itriving, watching, fighting any more, in or- 
der to obtaining of a Prize, ard receiving of a 
Crown : All that is now left xndone, mult be «done 
for ever, | 

Ths is the on'y Space allotted us, and Opportu- 
nity al'o;:ded us, wherein to build and prepare 
our Ark, to get Oi ſufficient into our Velicl, and 
to provide a competent Mcaſure or Portion of 
Maina : We can only gather the [prratual Manna win 
the ſix Daies of this remporal Life ;, there is no find- 
ing, no getting of it on the Sabbath of Eternity, 
As we mult doallour worldly Butineſs before rhe 
weekly Sabbath comes ; So we mult quite finaſh 
our ſpiritual Buſineſs in the working Dates of the 
Life preſent ; for there is no working on the cter- 
nal Sabbarh, when once this earthly Lite is ended : 
Then we mult labour ard work preparatory Work 
no longer, but receive from our great Loid ard 
Malter the Reward or Puniſhment of our former 
Works, 


M 'The 


+ 


168  Redemptionof Time 


The Life to come, it is no Seed Time, but only 
a Time of Harveit ; We muſt reap in the future 
State thg Fruit of our own preſent Doings, whe- 
ther good or bad. As we do ſe the Timeof this 
Life, ſo ſhall we be «/cd, treated, and dealt with 
in the other Life. We ſhall certainly fare happily 
or miſerably toall Eternity, according to our Car- 
riage and Behaviour here. According tg our Choice 
and Election, Aﬀection and Attion in this World, 
will be our everlaſting Lot in the World to come. 
So that the right Improving or Miſimproving, the 
well or ill ſpending and husbanding of our 
Time, is of infinite Conſequence and Concernment 
to us, 

Let us therefore in this Time of Life get all 
Things ready that are neceſſary to a joyful En- 
trance into eternal Life. Let our Work ard Buſi- 
neſs, in Preparation for an endleſs Happ'neſs, 
be diſpatch'd and done before we go hence, and 
be no more ſeen. * Whatſcever our Hand findeth ta 
do, let us do it with our Myght :, for there is no Work, 
nor Device, nor Knowledg, nor Wiſdome im the Grave 
whither we are gomg, There is no Hope or ExpeCta- 
tion of working out our Salvation in an after State 
and Condition, If this Work be not effefted be- 
fore this mortal Life is ended , it can never be 
done in the Grave, or Hell, or in any Place 
of the ſeparated Soul's abode. What is to be 
done of this Nature, do now or never: At 
now with the greateſt Care and Diligence, Life 
and Vigour, 

As Zeuxis, a famous Painter, once ſaid, Pings 
e/Lternitati ;, I limn for Eternity : So, let us do e- 

very 


a Ecclcſ. 9. 10 
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vey Thing now for Eternity ;, ard be ſure to be ve- 
ry exatF 1n our Actions , becauſe they mult ſtand 
upon Kecord for ever, and lay the Foundation of 
our Happineſs or Miſery to all Ererniry. In Time 
ſet us make Proviſion for Eternity. We are care- 
ful to provide convenient,handſome Loagrngs here : 
but conſider, where ſhall I dwel{ toall Eternity ? Re- 
member that a ſerious Life of Faith and jg 
tance, Grace and Holineſs here, is the only Way to 
an bappy, beavenly, eternal Life hereafter : That 
itis in vain, with * Balaam, to wiſh we might die 
the Death of the Righteous, if we refuſe to le the 
Life of the Righteous > As Enchrites foolilhly deſired 
to be Craſus vivens, &F Socrates morturs : Craſus 
while he liv'd, and Socrates when he was dead. 


* Num. 23. 16. 
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CHAP. V. - 


The Uſe and Application of the Doftrine, Ougit we Hav 
toredeem the [ime ? Then (1.) Let not the Men of ] no' 
this World think ſtrange, that ſerious and conſcien» || this D 
ou Chriſtians de not loſe their Time 4s deſperately u || winatic 
they do. Good Men know the Worth of Time, and 
underſtand the great Conſequences and weighty Con. 
cernments of well or ill huabanding of it. (Uſe 2) Let 
us all examine our ſelves, and ſee whether we have Ov 
redeemd our Time, or no ; bewail aud bemoan ow Men « 
lofi of Time, (3,UVſe) A ſeaſunable ſharp Reproof |} conſc 
of ſeveral Perſons, who are groſily guilty of mis-ſpen- | ſame 
ding their Time. ( 1.) A Keproof of thofe that mis rate] 
ſpend their Time in Idlenefs and Laſinef. Idlenefs ber 1 
Sin again#t our Creation , againft our Redemption, care 
againit our own Souls, againſt our Neighbour ; and [a] 
an Inlet to many other Sins, ( oy Such Perſons Mat 
are juſtly cenſurable, who miſ-ſpend their Time in Acce 
exceſſive Sleep and Drouſineſs ,, which waſts not only he | 
much of our 1 ime , but the beſt of our Time too. Ini- ful 
moderate ſleeping nought on any Day, but worſt of ſpa 
all upon the Lord*s-Day. (%.) Many miſ-ſpend | 


their Time in impertinent E mployments. ( 4.) Ma- en! 
ny loſe much precious T ime in vain Thoughts, (5.) In |: 
wain Speeches, (6.) In vain Pleaſures : in uſing ce 
unlawful , or abuſins lawful Recreations : euther W 


ſing them unſeaſonably , or elſe immoderately. 
(7.) In exceſſive , immoderate , worldly Cares. 
(8. Some Perſons are to be reproved for miſ-ſpend- 
ing their Time in Duties. (1.) By performmg 
them unſeaſonably, ( 2.) By doing them formally 


T ime C 
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Time loft in Duties by unſeaſonable Performance, 
two Waies : (1.) When one Duty thruſts and juſtles 
out another ;, and fo the Duty u miſ-timed.( 2. )hen 
Duty us perform'd at ſuch a I'ime when we are meſt 


unfit for't. 


Have done with the Reaſons of this Duty, and 
| now procged to the Vſe and Application of 
this Dattrine, (1.) By way of Cantion, (2.) Exa- 
mination, (3.) Reproof, And laitly, Exbortation. 


T he firſt Uſe, by way of Caution, 


Ought we to redeem the Time ? Then let not the 
Men of this World * thinkftrange, that ſerious and 
conſcientious Chriltians do not run with them into the 
ſame Exceſs of Riot, and loſe their Time as deſpe- 
rately as they do. There's good Reaſon why the to- 
ber , conliderate Chriſtian does not ſlightly and 
carelelly fling away his Time with others ; For (as 
[4] Seneca (peaks of an excellent and eminent good 
Man) he does not meet with any Thing worthy to be 
accepted im exchange for bus 1ime ;, and therefore 
he keeps and reſerves it to be employed to uſe- 
ful and profitable Purpoſes, and is very ſaving and 
ſparing of it. 

The Chi:dren and Servants of God do ſuffici- 
ently know the Worth of Time, and plainly under- 
ſtand the gteat Conſequences and weighty Con- 
cernments of we!l or ill husbanding of it. If they 
were wanting by an early, fore-banded Care to ſe- 

cure 


* 1Pet. 4. 4» 

[4] Neque enim quicoudm reperit dignum, quod cum tem. 
pore [140 permwutarety crſtos thugs parcyſſimms. ven. de brey. vit, 
Caps 7» 
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cure and improve any part of the Time that is paſt; 
Ther former prodigal laviſhing out their Time is 
the preſent Burthen of their Spirits, and Sadneſs of 
their Souls: And they are reſolv'd, by a time 
Diligence, in a ſpiritual Manner to redeem the Time 
for the future. They often ſeriouſly think with 
themſelves, that to loſe the Remainder of their 
Time, 15 to loſe eternal Happineſs , and to incur 
eternal, intolerable Miſery : Rather follow and mi. 
tate them, than judg and cenſure them. If you won't 
forbear reproaching and reviling them, know that 
the Time is coming , when you ſhall give an Ac- 
count, * notonly of your Exceſs of Riot, but even 
of your hard Speeches top. Ifany in the Family, if 
any in the Neighbourhood be more ſtrit, exatt and 
careful to redeem the Time than your ſelves, take 
heed you do not ſpeak ill of them for it : Do nor 
wonder that they do not do as you do : But as you 
love your Souls, and as you would give an Ac- 
count of your Time with Joy and not with Grief; 
labour, with the holielt and preciſelt in the Pla- 
ces where you live, to walk circumſpectly , nor as 
Fools, but 4s Wiſe ;, redeeming the T ime, betarſe the 
Daies are el. 


The ſecond Uſe, by way of Examination. 


Is it the Duty of a Chriſtian to redeem the Time ? 
Then letus examine our ſelves a while,and ſee whe- 
ther we have diſcharg'd our Duty herein. Let us 
all ook back.on our former Lives, and bewail and 
bemoanour Loſs of Timz. [b] How vainly have 

we 


)., . 
® ; Petog. 3s &. C- | 
[6] Vanitas ef longam vitam optare, & de bona vit p41 
exrare, AKcmpiry, 1, 1,C, 1-1. 4+ 
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wewiſh'd oftentimes for a long Life ? and yet al- 


waies neglected a good Life. May we not apply 
that of [c] Seneca to our ſelves ? It is but a ſmall 
Part of Life, that we live: The Space we wear out, 
i not Life, but Time. We have been a long Time in 
the World, but cap-we affirm and prove we have 
lv/d long ? Can we befaid to have ſaiPd much (to 
uſe the Simulitude of that moſt practical Moralsst ) 
becauſe we have been toſſed very much in the Sea of 
this World ? Can we be ſaid to have truly hd, 
becauſe ſome Cubits are added to our Stature, be- 
cauſe ſome Hair is grown upon our Chin, or be- 
cauſe we have married Wives, and gotten Children, 
and it may be raiſed good Eſtates in the World ? 
Is not that of the ſame excellent Phzloſopher too true 
concerning too many of us? [4] Not Childhood, 
but, which is more grievous, Childiſhneſ remains and 
continues ſtill with us : And truly this 1s yet worſe, ſays 
he, that we have the Authority of old Men, and the Vi- 
ces of very Boies, 

It as Alexander counted his Life by Vitories, not 
by Dazes, or Tears ;, So we ſhould reckon our ſeve- 
ral Lives by our ſpiritual Vittories and good Works, 
and our anſwering the Ends, the true Ends and pro- 


per 


— — 


[c] Exiguas pars eff vite » quam nos vivimm. (ex Emo.) 
Omne ſpatium, non vitay ſed temps eh, Sen, de breyitate vitz, 
CaP. 2. 

Wen eff quod quemquam, propter canos aut rrugas , putes ai 
vizſſe : non enim 4lle diu vixit, ſei din ſuit, +» non tle mulr nn 
ndvigavit , ſed multum jatar eff 1d. de brev vir. c. $. 

Dace mon eſſe jofitrum bonum Vvite in ſpatie e165, ſed mn wi * 
poſſe fiers , 11m ſepyſume fiert, wt qus1 dim vixity parim vixcrits 
Id. ep. 49- 

[4] Adbuc —_ in mbs, ſed quod eff gravis, pueri- 
litas remantt : © hoc qus lem pero eff, quod authoritarem ha- 
bemus (emu, Y:114 prirverum, 1d. Cp. 4 
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per Purpoſes of Life (which is the juſteſt Account, 
and the righteſt Reckoning of our Living) Should 
not the molt of us find that we have {2d but a few 
Dates, but a few Hours ? yea , that many have 
bard!y lid at all, have ſcarcely as yet begun to live ? 
that little or nothing has been done that js truly 
worthy of a Has or Chriſtian ? 

Have not we been wretched Scatter-Hoxrs, and 
deſperate Prodigals of our precious Time ? We 
have ſome of us lived a great while in the World : 
but the queſtion is, Whether yet we have learn'd to 
know God and Chriſt, and to know our Selves ? 
to be juſt and honelt, to be modeſt and chaſt, to 
be ſober and temperate ; to deny a ſtrong , unru- 
Iy Appetite ; to refuſe a ſupertinous Morlel of 
Meat, a forbidden intemperate Cup of Drink? 
Have we leara'd in the mary Years of our Lives to 
maſter and moderate one Paſſion ? to ſubdue and 
mortify ['e] one Lult, to break ot one evil Cattom, 
to root out oze vitious Habit, to anſwer one Objec- 
tion, to relilt one Aſſault, to defeat one Art of the 
Devil ? Who of us have been careful al this while 
rorun our Race, to trim our Lamps, aad to drels 
up our Souls for a bleiied Erctnity t 

Lid not we ſpend our Youth in Vanity ? Which 
of as was ſo forward in good, as to ſhun and flie 
youthful Lufts ? To how few of us can it be ſaid (as 
* St. Paul ſaid to Timothy) that from a Child thou 
bait known the holy Scriptures ? Tell me, how have 
many of you deſperately omitted, and lamentably 
negletted the Reading of the Scriptares all your 
Liie long, which alone are able to ſtore your Mind 

with 


[<] Raro wnum vitium perfeds vincimm (5 4d quotidianum 
profectnm non accenaimnir. AKkempis, l,1.C 11. + 3, 
* a Tim, 3. 15, 
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with divine Knowledg, and to make you wiſe unto 
Salvation ? What Numbers are there who know 
but little what is contained in the Screprure, any 
otherwiſe than as they hear a Chapter now and then 
read in the Church? and God knows too too many 
give but little heed to it, and ſo are but little the 
better for it then neither. How few among us, 
who tave liv*d long under the Enjoyment of the 
Means of Grace, are yet ſo well acquainted with 
divine Things; and fo well verſed and exerciſed in 
Religion, as to be able to put up a pertinent Prater, 
and to commend their own, or another's Caſe and 
Condition to God, as Occaſion does require ? How 
many Lord*s-Daies have we profan'd ? How many 
Sermons have we wilfully milied ? How many good 
Opportunities have we negligently lolt ? How 
careleſs have we been of our own ſpiritual Good ? 
How regardleſs of the eternal Welfare of thoſe 
who belong to us ? How :gnorant are many of our 
ſelves of the Things of God, aud of the Duties of 
Religion ? How far not only from doing, but from 
ader/tanding our ſpiritual Buſineſs? who, had we 
taken Pains, might now have been very knowing 
Chriſtians. How #gnorant, through our grof Ne- 
glett of them, are our Children and Servants, and 
thoſe about us, in the very Krdrments of Religion ? 
who might have had a good Underſtanding therein, 
had we done our Duty in firf# informing our ſelves, 
and then inſtrufting them. [' f ] How ridiculous 
and uncomely is it to ſee an Old Man ignorant of 
his Letters, or to ſeek in his Premer? But how 
much more abſurd is it to find ſo many Old Men, 
who 


—_—— 


[f] Qurmadmodun omni ann ftudere honeſtum eff : 
114 non 00110144 m(titus. Tus pus 7 ridiculanres eff, clementa- 
Hu ſenex, Furvens parandamy ſens witndum eft, Sen. ey.36., 


_ — 


176 Redemption of Time 


who * for the Time ought to have been Teachers, 
to have need that one teach them again which be the 
fir# Principles of the Oracles of God ? Which of us 
have ever gone about doing and receiving good in 
the Places where we have a long Time liy'd ? Who 
are we the better for ? Who is ſpirstually the better 
for us ? How very little Good have we done ? nay, 
how much Hurt have we done in the World? What 
Miſchief have many Parents and Maſters done in 
their Families by groſs Negle&t of Family Dmties, 


ſuch as Readirg, Praying, Catechizing; ard by. 


their Looſnef ard Licentiouſneſs before thoſe that 
belong unto their Charge, whoſe ungovern'd Youth 
had more need to be curbed and reftrain'd by their 
ſober Counſels and ſeaſonable Reproofs, than de- 
ſperately miſled and hurried head-long by their ill 
Examples into Sin and Wickedneſs. Oh what a 
ſad Conſideration is it, for any of us all to think 
with our ſelves, how that for ought we know there 
may be ſome this Day in Hell, who were occaſionaly 
brought thither by or unholy Walking and ungod- 
ly Living ! It may be ſome of our Friends and Com- 
panions, ſome of our Neighbours and Relations, 
tome of our very Children and Servants are at pre- 
ſent in Hell, bitterly exclaiming againſt us, and cur- 
ſg the Dates in which they liv'd with us, and were 

acquainted with us. 
inſtead of growing better and berter,are not ſome 
of us [_ g ] worſe now than we were many Years 
ſince ? more profane, or - worldly , more ſenſual, 
more hardened from the Fear of the Lord, more 
with- 


* Heb. f,12. 

[g ] Neme, mguit Epicurus, dliter quam quomodo nate eft, 
exit © v4, F.t{nm eft, pejores MOr.mMmur, quan naſcumur, cn. 
eplit. 23. 
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without God and Chriſt in the World, more uſe- 
leſs, \more unprofitable than ever ? more unfit to 
live, more unprepared to die now, than we found 
we were many Years ago, ? Have not ſome of us 
ſo ill husbanded our T :me, that the older we have 

own, the leff Hope we have had of Heaven and 

appineſs ? As Pixs Quinws is reported by[h] Cors 
wh 4 Lapide to have ſaid, When 1 was hit of a 
Religious Order, | hoped well of the Salvation of 
my Soul : But when [ was made Cardmal,; | began 
to tear it : But ſince I was created Pope, 1 almoſt 
deſpair of x. How many may be tourd in like 
manner, who in their Touth have had it may be 
ſome reaſon to hope well of themlelves ; but in their 
Midd'e Age more cauſe to fear,2nd in their Old Age 
almoſt ground enough to deſþarr. 

I may here take up the Complaint of the devout 
[4] A Kemps ;, What adves it avail us to live long, 
when we are fa little betrer'd by u ? Ab ar Life, ſays 
he, does not alwaies mend our Manners ;, but does often 
the more encreaſe our Crimes. Would we had « alked 
but one Day well in this World ! Many reckon Tears of 
ther Converſion ;, but there 1s too often but little ſign of 
anew Converſation. 

Had we not been groſly wanting to our ſelves, how 
much might we have kzowr of God, and of his Mind 
and Meaning in his Word and Works ? How 
much might we have doxe for God, and INS 
( rom 


[hb] Cineſſer Religinſus, ſprrabam bene de ſalute anime me- 
e;lard,nals [attw, extimut ; nune Vontzfex Cre 144 pene 4: 
ſpero. Con. a Lap. in Numb. 14.11, 

[1] Qu1d prodeft din vivere,quanido tam par a emenda nur ? 
Ah longa vita non ſemper emend.it , ſed [ape culpam magy ate 
get. Utinamper unam diem bene e/]e1mus converſats i hoc 
mundo ! multi anne computant converſions, ſed ſape pr vm eff 
Fultus emendations, A hempis,l, 1G 243. N, 3. 
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from God:by this Time ? What a Stock of Grace | gr fel 
might we have gotten before now ? Whar a Tres | giſcha! 
ſure of Experieace might. we have heaped up? || o no. 
What a good Foundation might we have laid ot a 
found, folid and well-ſetled Peace and Comfort, to 
ſtand vs in ſtead in a Timeof Need ? What ground 
might we have gotten againi{t our Corruptions? | 1s « 
What Growth in Grace ? What Strength in the inner | Then 
Alan? What Skill to diſcern and ayoid the Wiles || Reprov 
and Snares of the Devil ? What Love to, and De» || miſ-ſf 
light in the Law of God ? What Readineſs to eve- | jijly 
ry good Word and Work ? What Ereedom and || jrly 1 
Enlargcdneſs might we have attained to in God's 
Service ? How truly might it have been our very 
Meat and Drink to do the Will of God ; our con» 
ſtant Courſe, daily Uſe, and choſen cheerful Exer- Te 
ciſe, to run the Waies of God's Commandments? | boſe t 
How torward might we have been in the Way to Þ| or no 
the ſpiritual Canaan, who have, it may be, been } Neg 
greatly guilty of many Retrogradations? How || not / 
might we have been of another Spirit than we are of {| tharr 
at preſent ? How publick-ſpirited might we have | God 
grown ? How zealous for the Glory of God, and || fard 
the good of Souls ? How active in the Cauſeof Þ yiſte 
God and Religion ? How careleſsof the Pleaſure: 
that are but for 4 Seaſon? How ſpiritual and hea- 
venly-minded ? How ready to die? How ripe for F 
Heaven ? E's 
O let this Conſideration be laid to Heart by us, || & a1 
and ſerve deeply to humble us, that we have had || bind 
much Time, but have redeemed little or none : that | 
we have liv'd /ong to little, to bad Purpoſe : that 
we have tritled and ſquandred away thoſe Seaſons | ter 
of Grace that can never be enjoyed again, and loſt | , man 
thoſe Opportunities that can never return back a- 
gain. Let us put our {clves tothe Trial, and bring | yup 
our - 
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oor ſelves under Exatnination, whether we have 
diſcharged otr Dury1in Redeeming the Time, yea, 
of 10. 


The third Uſe, by way of Reproof. 


Is every Chriſttan bound to redeem the Time ? 
Then here isa Word of ſeaſonable, ſerious, ſharp 
Reproof to ſeveral Perſons, who are groſly gmilry of 
miſ-ſpending their Time, and divers Waies do ro0« 
liſhly ct this precious Commodity to waſte : Particu® 
larly to theſe following, 


The firſt Sort of Perſons reproved. 


To ſuch as miſ-ſp:nd their Time in Idleneſs;, who 
boſe their Time 1.41l azendo, in doing juit ..othing, 
or nothing at all worihy the naming : Who liven 
Neglect ot all honeſt and #/eful Employment, or do 
not ſeawlonſiy exerc:ie cacmelye, .uv the Duties of 
ther Place and [a] Calne. How ſharply may 
God reprove, and ſay to many among us, * Why 
fland ye here all the Day idle? What Cauſe have Mt- 


niſters to complain of their People with rhe Apo- 
N 2 {tle ? 


—_— 


[4] There dwclled in Bel#ed, a ſmall Villarce fom- three 
Miles from /pſwrch, a Tanner, who being ve: y bulic tn tawing 
of a Hide, Mr. C@rier came by accidentally ; and goivg lotrly b:- 
bind him, being tamiliarly acquainted with the govd Man, mcr- 
rily gave him a lictle Clap on the Backz Tie man ftaried, and 
lb king b:hind kim ſuddenly , bluthed, ard ſaid ; Sir»I am afha- 
med that you ſhould fi»d me chus; To whom Mr. C-:rrer 16ylieds 
Lee Chriſt when he comes fisd me ſo doing, What (Lid the 
man) doing thus 3 Yes (ſaid Af , «41 cer to him) (aiihtully per- 
lorming (he Duties of my Calling, The Life of Mr. Fobn are 
ter 12#/-rted among Mr, Clark s Lives of ten Eminent Divan, 
Pag, 13 

” Mat. 20. 6. 
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{tle ? and ſay, + There are: ſome 'which walk, 
you diſorderly, warkgng not at all. . To how many 
may we uſe the'V Vords of the VViſe Man? || G6, 
to the Ant thou Sluggard, 


1. Jdleneſs is a Sin againſt a Man's very Creation, 
God did-not fo curioul:y 'work, and - accurately 
frame us, to iit {till and fold our Hands, and give 
@ur ſelves to-our eaſe, and to [.b] dream when we 
are awake. Our Maker intended and fitted us for 
work, To what End did God furriit: us with 6 
many uſeful intiruments as the ſeveral Members of 
, our B2dies, and endow us with thoſe nimble and 
active Faculties of our Souls, but that we might 
wp and be doing, and vigorouiy proſecute and pur- 
ſue ſome worchy and good End in the diligent 
Uſe of fit and proper Means ? Adam even in Pare 
diſe was not allowed to be idle; but, before he 
feil, was appointed and ordered to * dreſf the Gar- 
den, ard -- v the Ground : in which Employ- 
, Ment he ſhould have [_c] taken Delight, and gain'd 
Experience, 

And afierward when he had ſid; not light 
and ca/.e, but hard and painful, tedious and wes 
riſome Labour was enjoined him, as a perpetual Pe- 
nance for his Tranſgreliion and Offence ; and im- 
_ a5 a [ 4] Bride toreltrain the Fleſh, which 

y reaſon of Sin is now become wanton and rebel- 
lious 


— 
—_ 


& Thſl 2a.n.-1 Prov. 6. 6. 

[6] Deſrar. eſt ſommnun vigslants. 

* Gen, 3. 15. 

fie] Overatue friſſer apgricriturk, non Laberioſay ſed delicioſss 
44 voluptatem JJ experientiam, Synopl. Crit, 
[4] Andr. Rave:, Exercit, in Gen. p. 157- 
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lious againſt the Spirit : (*) In ſorrow ſhalt thou eat 
all the Daies of tby Life : In the Smeat of thy Face, 
ſhale thou eat thy Bread. * Man, lays Eliphaz, is 
born unto Labour ,, troubleſome Labour. t Man, 
fays David, goeth forth-to his Work,, and to his La: 
bor until the Evening This is thz Courſe which. 
God has ſet him. - But by . their - /dleneſs Men at- 
tempt to overthrew the Purpoſe and Deiign of God, 
and to fruſtrate the End whereto Man was created ; 
and plainly thwart and contradict, cro/s and con- 
troul God's Ciarſe, while only in the Sweat of other's 
Brows they eat their-Bread ; and caſt off the Means 
which God- has ordain'd for reprelling and tanuig 
the peculant arid unruly Fleſh. - | 

Were: theſe-ſo- wiſe as toaccept of the Puniſh- 


ment threatned and-in;licted, and.to become pair- 
ful and laborious in their Places and Employments ; 
the Curſe of God would, by 'a Miracle of the di- 
vine Mergy, be turu'd into a [e!] Bleſſing - _ 

| orgi- 


* 
OO — - 


—— FY 
—_—_——_—— — 
= 


f (* Gen. 3:17,ig. * Jobs, 9. + Plal.1og. 23. 

[-] The Libour and Sweat of cur Brows is f'> far trom being a 
Curſe, that without it our very bread would not b2 fo gicat a 
Bleſhng. --» It it were not ior Labou! z, men neither covid- cat 
much, nor relith fo pleaſantiy , nor fieep fo lounc y, nor he 

 bealihfu], nor ſo uſeful, ſo ſtyong gor fo pa i-vt ſp n be, ur 

untempred 7 And as God has madeusbebo'dirg to labour for 
the purchaſc of m iny good Thi.1gs5, ſo the Thing it {clit 6ws_ t&f 
Labour many Degrees of its Worth and Value. | abour is 
neceffary, not only becauſe we need it, tor making Provilin. of 
ollf Lite, but even to cafe the Labour of cur Reit ; ther2 being 
no greater Tedivulnefs of _ in the World than want of Em+ ) 
ployriſent , and an unaQtive Lite : And the lafſy man 1+ nut gnly 
uaproficable , but alſo accyried, and he yroans under the Load of 
bis Time, which yer paſſes over the acti-e man light, --- while 
the Diſemplayed is a Diſeaſe , and like a long ſleeplets Night ig 
himſelt, and a load unto his Countrey, Bp. Taylor's Serm..2.H 4 
Ser, 25. þ+ 3a%» Tf deſi41 9 Dewa prokivet (J execrainy. ; {ic 


IN 3 ope» 
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ordinarily #0 Bread taſtes ſo ſweet, as that which is 
card with hard Labour and Swear. 


2, Again 3 Idlenefs is & Sin againſt our vty Ke. 
demption. * Paſs the Time of your Fojeanning here in 
Fear : forasmuch as ye kyow that ye were nat redeemed, 
with corruptible Things, as Silver and Gold, from your 
yam Conycr ſation 2 bunt with the Pp 6C 30165 Blond of 
Chriſt, &c, T his ſhould engage you to walk reve, 
rently, ſtrictly and watchtully. ail your Time, 
+ Te are bought with a Price : God hath” pai'd dear, 
given his Son out of his Boſom, for the Purchaſe 
of you ; Therefore glorify God 5 your Body, and. in 
your Sp Spirit, which are G 244 And '\-let*s remember 
Chriſt [| gave hinſelf for #4, that be might | redeemu 

from all Imiquii roſy unto himſelf a peculiar Pew 
ty zealons up por Works Cf] He debvercd him- 
felf up to a ſhameful Beat on «purpoſe that he 
might ranſom us out of the Power of Satan, from 
that Courſe of vicious living in which Men were be- 
tore engagcd, and cleanſe usin an eminent Manner 
to be an holy pious People, moſt diligent to ad- 
vance to the higheſt pitch of all Vertne, Chriſt 
hath redeemed us ro this End, that we might redeem 
T ime for his Service. Why then doſt thou itand 
laſing and > foitering , When thou art made and 
born for Work, and redeemed for Work , and 
calld to Work ? 


3, Far- 


Y —_— 
| — 


#ehentibuu © morigerss 1# benrdiiomem convertty, quod hom. 
m1 imitro tangnam pane mpoſrrum f ut Pſal. 128, 2. Labor om 
Sranuuniungrum comedes; beains 1,9 bime tibs erit, Andr. 
Riier, hoc. cirat, 

* 1 Pe.r, 17,18, + iCor, 6.20, | Tit, 2. i4. 
" F/} Hammond's Par, 
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3. Farther ; Jdleneſs is a Sin againſt our very Bo- 
des and Souls, It is in a Manner the Iurther of the 
Body * tor, as the Air and Water, ſo Man's Body 
is apt to corrwpr and putrify without Moron, Eate 
deſtroys the Health of the Body ; ' breeds rhe Gonr 
and other Diſeafes. And it hurts and tamts the 
Soul r00; and produceth that Indiſpofition in it, 
which one fitly calls Podagram amim, the Gour of 
the'Sonl : and another rerms it the Scwrvy of the 
Mind. Tis highly prejudicial both to our rempo- 
ral and fprritnal Eſtate. The Man that negletts the 
Means of a temporal Provition, and of his cternaf 
Salvation, through Laſinefs aud Idlenefs, itaryes 
and kills both his Body and Soul, aid every way 
beggareth and impoveriſheth himſelt, in reſpet ro 
the inward ſpiritual true Riches of Grace, as well 
8s in reference to outward Enjoyments and world- 
ly good Things. Without Labour, Induſtry and 
dilgent Husbandry, we can neither increafe the . 
natural, nor improve the divine Riches of our 
Souls. There is nothing to be gotten by /domeſ7 
but X4ſery here, and Hell hereafter. The * idle 
and ſlorhful Servant is condemned to be caſt into owe 
ter Darkneſs. . 


4 Farther yet; Idlentſs is a Sin atanſt our 
Neighbour, How do they offend againſt their 
Neighbours who are wholly unfruitful in their Pla- 
ces, and live as wnprofitably in their Health, as it by 
Sickneſs they were utterly diſabled for any Service ? 
Idle Perſons are ſuperfluous Creatures, of no Advatt- 
tage or Benefit to the Body Palitick where they 

N 4 live ; 


—_—c 


* Mat. 25, 39» 
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live; and (as Cicero ſays of the Swine) [ g] have 
their Souls only inſtead of Salt, to | keep their Bo- 
dies ſweet. Theyare an unneceilary, intolerable 
Burthen to any Kizgdom or Common-wealth. {t 
was a pertinent a; 1 prudent Queltion put by Pha- 
raoh to Joſeph's Brethren, * What us your Occupa- 
tzon ? An interrogation (lays the learned [_b] An- 
drew Rivet) worthy of a Prince, who ought not 
raibly to receive any Strangers into his Dominion, 
wathour 1irit examining whether they be fit for any 
700d Thing, and, know how by ſome honeſt La- 
—_ to make Prov1iion for themſelves and theirs , 
that they may neither be burthenſome to others, 
nor living idly take, Occalion of doing} ill. Hence 
wile Politicians (as he well urges there) have ex- 
elly prohivited: Idleneſs by ſevere Laws. The 
Raw of Areopazus took particular notice of the 
ſeveral Citizens at Athens, and ſtrictly enquired,in 
what way of Buliueſs every one liv*d, and whether 
wy addicted himſelt to baſe and fluggilh Idlepeſs. 
The idle Perfon was made liable to an [;] Attion 
& Law : andhe that was once found guilty of Idle- 
eſs, was, according to Draco?s old Law,, preſent- 
iy branded with Infamy: But Solon afterward 
omewhat mitigated that Law, and only pronoun- 
ced him an *mfamons Perſon who was a third Time 
G©:.demn:d of dleneſs. The Maſſilienſes of old de- 
nied ſuch Perſous Entrance into .their City, as 
s were 


[7] Animam pro ſale habent, 

* Gen, 47. 3. 

[>] Eercir, in Gen. p &50. vide Pareum in loc; 

ls] Ea nomundbaitur att; &£exa&5z Kc, River, loc, citat, pag, 
Os 


G50. vid, & p.157, 
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were not skilled and yerſed in ſome Art whereby 
to get a hvely-hood: Nor did they admit or allow 

Players, Dancers, Jeſters, Jhglers ;, becauſe theſe 
Arts do nuriſh the idlenefs 0: tuch Spectators, as 
commonly T hey call and draw to themſelves -who 
paſte their Time in Toies, Ard it was ordained by 
Law among the Perſians (as the fore-cited Amthor 
notes out of Herodotus ) that at the End of every 
Tear every Sabje:t ſhould go to the Magiltrate to 
give an Account of their Employment, 

An idle Body is plainly guilty of Injuſtice 2nd 
[k] Theft, tor he takes and uſes the Creatures he 
has 10 1 4ght to, and lives upon'others Labour and In- 
duſtry. The Apoitle commands, * that If any 
would nat work,, neither ſhould be eat ;, that is, 'at the 

blick Charge, or at the Coit of any other. And 
he c:mmands and exhorts ſuch. as are idle, that 
they work, and eat their own Bread? As it it'\ were 
not their own Bread, it not gotten with the Work 
of their own Hands, and the Sweat of their: owes 
Faces. . 

So far as we are idle we are [1] uſelef and grie- 

Vojds, 


— 


[&) Lies jay ate [Gr avig Lou wnompay 4m yernurs . 
Phocylia. 

* 2Tlell 3. 10,12, 

[1] Iolench.i> the Burial cf a living Man, an idle Perſon be- 
ing lo uſelef; to any Purp (es of God and Man, that he is like 
one that is dead, unconcern'd in the Changes and Neceſſicies þf 
the World : and |.c only lives oo ſpend +bts Time, and cat the 
Fruits of the Earth, lixe a Vermin or a Wolt ; when their Time 
comes they die and pecith , and in the mean Time do no good 3 
they neither plow nar carry Burthens 2 all that thy do, cither 1s 
unvrohtable, or mi{ſchizvous, Bp. Taylor's Rule and Exerc.ſe 
of hol. Liv c.1.,$.1. Owunm ſine liters mors ef, 5 homins 
vovs ſepultur a. ven, CP, 34 
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wore to others, who yet were born for the Goodand 
Serwxce of others, . 

If we would ſpend our Spare-tsme in viſiting the 
Sick, in.reading to them, and conferring with 
them; in reproving open, bold Sinners in com» 
forting affiicted , ditire.:ed Confciences , in ſuc 
couring and afſiiling tempted Perſons ; in catechi« 
zing , and inſtructing, and praying with and for 
our ſeveral Families; how many would riſe ap 
= _ bleſſed, and prazſe God for us, and pray 

us 


5- Once more; /dlenef is an ['m] Inlet to may 
other Sins, The Son of * Syach informs us that 
Idienefi teacheth much Evil. \t is weil cbſerv'd by 
[n] Parens, that if owr firſt Parents had been employ. 
ed wn dreſſing the Garden according to God"s Command, 

ad of talking idly with the Serpent, they had nu 

been ſeduced unhappily into Sim. Flow much more, 
fays he, « Idleneff now to be ſhred and avoided by 
Man ! ſince, out of Paradiſe, he # every way expe» 
fed to' the Snares cf the Devil, and us by no 
deceived more eaſily and dangerouſly than by ſlug g1 
Idlengf. 

+ When David was [9] idly walking upon the Roof 
of bus Houſe, Luſt quickly kindled at firit Sight of 

4 


| p— = 


[m] Nibil agendo ma'd agere diſcer, Catonu oraculum, 

mbil vericw. Colum, dererutt. 

Fugiendum tf} ottuns: nam qus nbd = male agere dre 
ſeunt : chm animme ſit errequietw, & whi ad bonefta non ducitur 
im mala fertsr, Ciell. Eth, Ariitorel, p, 27, 

* Ecclus, 33. 27. 

[ =] Pareus, Comment. in Gen. 2. 15. 

2 Sam, 11, 2- 
L] Quaritur, Rgyſihus quare fit fattms adulter ? 
[nu prompts cauſa ef, deſidioſus trat. 
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2 pleaſing beautiful Object. An 5de Perſon lies 


open ard expouled to all the Temprations of Satan ? 


Nay he is not only texpred by him, but a Temprex 
ot him. Whatwe und ipoken in |} another Caſe; 
the fame may Saran fay of zdle Perfons, 1 will go 10 
them that are at res, When the Brrd lits itill, then 
the + owler takes his aim, and ſhoots ;, but the flying 
Bird is ſeldom bure. Indulge not thy ſelf in /dle- 
mt, leit Satan rake Advantage againit thee. ?Tis 
ood Advice that [.p] St. Ferom gives thee; Still be 

Say ſome warrantable Work,, that the Devil may al. 
ways fu1d thee well employed, If thou canſt find »o- 
thing to do 'thy ſelf, fure enough the Devil will 
quickly find thee ſomenhat to do: If thou beeſt 
once idle, he'll preſently employ thee, and ſet thee 
a-work. The zdle Perſon has no Defence and Safe- 
againſt Satan : But he that is lawfully buſied 

15 not at leiſure to attend and liſten ta Satan's Tem- 
prations. If Men be purdlv tpycr{dpahue , ſuch as 
work not at all, they quickly become* Buſy-bodbes : 
And it Women be zdle, they will be t Wanderers 4+ 
bout from Houſe to Houſe, Tatlers alſo and Buſy-Bo- 
dies , ſpeaking T hings which they ought not 7, melting 
out. of their Calling, and enquiring into Things 
that concern them not : Which Courſes and Car- 
riages are the [q} Carker and Raſt of Idleneſs, as 

Jaleneſs is the Ruſt of Time, Well then, take this 

ſhort 


1 Exetr, 38. 1, | | 
[p] Facito al:>gwid operys, wt te ſemper Diabolus inven;at oc- 
exparum. Hieron. ad Ruſticom, ep. 4+ 
--—- Res age, twtew er Ovid. de remed, amotis, 
* 2 T eff 3.u, f 1 Tim 5-13, 
< [9] Bp. Taylor's Rule and Exerc, of Hol, Liv. chap. 1. $. 1. 
vc 144 
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ſhort Leſſon from {r].a devout Perſon ; Be never 


altogether ide, but ſtill euher reading, or writing, or 
fraying, or meditating, or labouring and endeavourin 
fa do omewhat that may be uſeful and profitable, candy. 
cive and ordinable to A Amis, Good and Benefit. Take 
Example from the heathen [5] Adoralist ;, I paſs not 

away one Day in 1dleneſs, ſays he. When ſo muck 
Works neceilary to be done in ſo (little a Time, or 
youare for ever certainly «done, will you ſtand as 
Men that carmot find their Hands ? 

You that are rich have of all People the leaf 
Caxſeto be idle : [:] God gives you more than 0- 
thers,and is there any Reaſon then that you ſhould 
do leſs for Godl than others, and make your whole 
Lyves only along Vacation ? Would you think your 
ſs]yes wel/firte, if thoſe very Servants ſhould pre- 
fame todo you the leaſt Wark, to whom you give 
the /argeit Wages  , 

: Hearken diligently to that ſober Counſel and 
ſeaſonable Reproof which the holy [4] Mr, Herbert 
gives you ;, 


| F ly Idleneſs,, which yet thou canſt not fly 
. By dveſſing, miſtreſſing, and Complement. 


- : If thoſe take wp thy Day, the Sun will cry 
- {rao thee - To his Light was only lent, 


| "0 England ful of Sin, but moſt of Sloth ! 
Spit out thy Phlegm, and full thy Breaſt with Glory : 
[w] Thy 


[7] A K: mpis, 1.1. c. 19-1. 4- 
[$] Nwulect mihi per ottum dies m=_ _ Fen, CPs Quid mm 
0/40 facto ? wicu mewn cure. 1d, ep, 6 
| [7] Sx Mr. Baxter's Preface to Me 'Whately' $ Redemption 
of Time. 


[4] Church-porch, p. 3, 4 
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[w] Thy Gentrybleats , as if thy native Cloth 
Transfu&d a'Sheepiſhneſs into thy Story : 

Not that they all are ſo ;, but that the moſt 
Are gone to Graſs, and inthe Paſture loſt. 

j Don't they deſerve to be reprov?d who ſquander 

away their Time ina ſoft and delicate Lafinef ? And 

they too, who though they ſeem to be full of Em- 

ployment , yet do nothing at ail of the Work of a 

Man or Chriſtian ; but ſpend their Time in an 

[x] idle Employment,or in a ſerious Idleneſs, a painful 

Playing, a laborious Loitering, and a-['x] buſie doing 

nothing. 

But ſurely of all Perſons they deſerve a ſevere 
and cutting Keproof who idle away their Time on 
the Lord*s-Day : Who uluaily ſpend that holy 
Day as if the reſ# of the Ox and Aſs were the only 
worthy and acceptable Obſervation of it : When 
as 


— 


[w] I find that in our old S3xon Language, a Gentleman was 
, called an Idle-man 3 perhaps becauſe thoſe who are born to fair 
Eſtates are free from thoſe Toils and hard Lavours which others 
are forced to undergo, I with the Name were not to9 proper to 
over-many in theſe Daies, wherein it is commonly ſern thar thoſe 
of the better rank who are born to a fairlnberitance fo carry them - 
ſelves as if they thought themſelves priviledged to do nothing, 
and made for mere Diſport and Pleature, Bp. Hall's Remaintig 
Works, p. 227, See Bp. Taylor's Rule and Exerc. of Hol, Liy, 
c.1 $ 1 the 1tth, and 13th Rules for imploying our Time. 

Such Gallants as live in no fetled Courſe ot Lite, --- nor Co 4- 
ny Thing for the good of hi:mane Society ; ler them know , there 
is not the pooreſt contemptible Cieature, that cryeth Oyllers 
and Kitchin-ituff in the Streers, bur deferveth hiv Bread better 
than they ; and kis Cowfe of Lite is of bertcr Eſteem wich God 
and every fober wiſe man, than thetrs. Bp. Sand:rſon's Serm, 
I.Y.Pp 196. 

[x] Luorundam nm etroſa vita eff dicend.r, [ed deſilinſa 0C=- 
cupatio, vc<n.de bicy. vit. C.u Nom habent 1/ts otimm, ſed m- 
&rs negotiims. Ib. c. 12. Ojeroſe nbil agunt. Ib. 13, 

— 
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as the Lori"s-Day (as a [_ y] great and excellent 
Auchor lays wetl) was never urdarned to vive ns a 
Pretence for ileneſs, but only to thange our Employ- 
ment from worldly ro heaventy, - to t aks us off om our 
worldly Buſmeſs, and to give us Tume to attend the Ser« 
vice of God and the Needof our Souls, A Reit rrom 
all worldly Bulineſs is-commar:ded, that we may be 
at Leiſure for the publicx W orihip and Service of 
God, and for the Duties ot private Initrutting and 
Praying with our Families, and of ſecret Uloſet- 
Prayer, Reading, Med:cating, - and the like. A 
mere Celiation trom Labour is not ail that is 
required of us on the Lord's-Day ; but the 
Tame which -Men faye from the Works of their 
Callings they are to lay out on thoſe ſpiritual 
Duties. 


The ſecond Sort of Perſons reproved, 


Such Perſons are juſtly cenſurable who ſpend their 
Time in exceſſrve Sleep and Drouſineſs ; which fills the 
Body tull of Diſeaſes and ill Humours, and ſtrange- 
ly dulls the Facultics of the Soul, and croſſes the End 
of Man's Creation, which was to ſerve God in an 
atrye Obedience ; and diſpoſes a Perſon to Luft 
and [a] Wantonneſs ; and wickedly awaltes the 
molt precious Talent of Time ; and not only con- 
ſumes mwch of our Time, but devoures the beſt of 
our Time too, [5] cats up the Flower of the Day, 
the very firſt Fruits of our Hours, even the Aor- 

mnng- 


[_y] The whole Duty of Man, partir. 2. $ 19. 
[4] *Amajuas Wantonn:fs is joincd with xsrmy which we 
tranllate chambering, but ſignifies properly lying long in Bed, 
Rom, 1;.13. Bp. Andrew's Ex of. of the pth Coms, Chap, 4. 
[5] Ser Whately's $erm. of R:dempr. of Time, 


— 
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ning-ſeaſon, that very Time which of all other is the 
fteſt tor holy Dues and religious Exerciſes. Re- 
member and conuder what is fuggelited by the dis 
yige Herbert 3 


[c] God [gave thy Soul brave Wings ;, put not thoſe 
Feathers & 
Into a bed, to ſleep out all ill Weathers, 


This immoderate Sleeping is naught on any Day, 
bat worſt Ot au upon the Lord 5-day. It mult needs 
de-much out of any Man's Way toſleep in Harveſt, 
and drouie away the Marker-Day: and jtuch is the 
Lord's-Day in reipett of tpiritual and Soul- Advan=- 
tages. How mauy Per1ons are there, that have 
enough to do, aud by wtf Cajtom make It a difficule 
Thing to get themielves ready by Church-tume, and 
take no lime on the Lord's-Day-Moruing topray 
in private, or to pray with their Fam:lies z and fo 
never prepare themſelyes ro meet their God 10 his pu- 
blick Ordinances, and beg no Bleſſing upon the 
Word they go to hear ; and theretore God utters 
them from Time to Time to go back, from the 
Word without any &leſſing. 

Never uſe to take any more Sleep than is neceſſa- 
ry for the ſtrengthening and refreſhing of your trail 
Natures, the relieving and R_— of your ti- 
redand wearied Bodies, and the recruiting and 
repairing of thoſe Spirics that were walted and 
weaken'd by Labour, that ſo you may be the ber- 
ter enabled for continued Action and Employ- 
ment, and fitted tcr daily Uſe and Service; which 
is the true and 2x End for which Sleep was ap- 
pointed and or damned. 

Pay 


—_*W 


[c] Church-porch, 
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. Pay no more than needs mult to that craying 
greedy Publican of Time : never yield to its unrea- 
lonable Exattions: I he more you ye4/d to it, the 
more it will grow upon you : the more Hours you 
glve to Sleep, the more you may. 1 you licep woo 
miuch upon the Workzng-Day, you will be prone to 
ſleep upon the Lord*s-Vay.to0, and that in ine / we 
of the very publick Ordinance ;, to ilcep when you 
ſhould be art it, or to iicep even when you ate at 
It, aid ſhould be wakecul and atrentive uuder it, 
How ſuggiil:ly and ihame:uily do many ueep and 
ſlumber away Church-l ime, lie drowing and dream» 
Ingia Bed in the Morning, foldmg ther Hands to 
lleep, or ſtretching themſcves upon therr Beds, when 
they ihould be l:frmg wp holy Hands, and humbly 
bowing their Knees, and ſftrrumg together wita their 
Fellow-Chriitians in the joint yratcrs ot the publick 
Allembly. Ard it they make not ſome trivial 
Excuſe to itay at home in the Afternoon, they lit 
zodding and hali a tleep at Church, when chey 
ſhould have their Ears aud Hearts open to what 1s 
publickly read or ſaid. Coni;der and thiuk thus 
much w th your ſelves, that 1; here you ſpend the 
greateit Part ot your i_ite in S/cep, and make the 
molt of your Time nothing but Nzghr ; a dark, 
black and ecrernal /ight, without one Moment or 
Minute of Eaſe or Relt is reſerved for you in au- 
other World, | 


A third Sort of Perſons reproved. 
Many miſ-ſpend their Time in empertinent E mploy- 


ments : A Perſon may throw away his Time as 
much 
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much [a] alind agendo, as nibil agendo ; in doing 
that which norhing concermt#him, hy doing nothing 
& all. A Man may loſe his Time by 6aſely imploy- 
ing it in mean Affairs and ſordid Buſineſs, [6] ex- 
tremely below the Dignity of his Perſon, or in aCt- 
ing contrary to his own particular ['c] Nature and 
Genizs ;, or by indiſcretely engaging in anothers Cal- 
ling. For Tradeſmen to exerciſe the ſacred Ofh- 
ces of the Miniſtry, or for Miniſters to involve and 
immerſe themſelyes in worldly Bulinelſes without 
Necellity, is mere Msſ-ſpence and Loſs ot Time, be- 
cauſe it 1s going our of their particular Calling, and 
doing that which nothing belongs to them. A 
Merchant lays out his Time in the V Vay of his 
Projeſſion, and for thoſe Goods which are his par- 
ticular Merchandiſe. V Ve mult not be Bſy-boazes 
in other Mens Matrers : St. Peter expreſly forbids 
that. We mult abide, and be diligent, and lay out 
our ſelves in our own proper  , particular Cal- 
lings, or elſe we 1quander away our Time let us be 

O as 


[4] Magna vite pars elubituy mald agen!ibus, max.mint- 
bil agemtiburs, tota aliud arenti:w. Sen. cp. 1. 

[ 6] Domitran was buſy in catching Flies. Nero went up 
and down Greece, and chal'enged the Fidlers at their Trade. 
KEropiua a Macedonian King made Lantern*, Harcatius the King 
of Parthia was a Mole-catcher. Biantes the | ydianfiled Nec- 
dles : and TheophylatF the Patriarch of CP, ſpent his Tim: in 
bis Stable of Hels, when he ſhuuld have been in his $_udy, or 
the Pulpit, or ſaying his boly Othces, Bp. Taylor's Rule and 
Exerc. of hol. Liv. c.1.S.1, rule gth. 

[c] Admeodum twends ſunt (1.4 Curquty non vitioſa. ſcd tam 
propria, tc. Nihal decet mvita (ut amynt ) Minervil, id eff, 
alverſante, & repugn.nte nature. --- Fquilitatem 1 cone 


ſervare non pojſis, 4 dlioram Natur im IAU 85s OPTI TAS TRA, == 


1d maxim? quenique decet, quod eſt cs) eſque [148 AXE &. == 
Hiſftrio boe videbit in ſcena, quod non wittehit ſapiens mm vita * 


Cic, |. 3 de Othe. 
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as buſy as we will, and the more buſy we are the 
more we /aviſh out our Tithe. 


A fourth Sort of Perſons reproved. 


How many loſe much precious Time in vain and fon 
ful Thoughts ? Theſe arethey that. ſwallow upmoſt 
of our [hear Hours, VVhen we are ſitting, or 
walking, or riding alone in the Day-time, or wa- 
king in the Night or early in the Morning 3 then 
[4] do our Minds talk idly with themſelves ; then 
do Men wilder away their Time in unſetled inde- 
pendent Thoughts ; miſ-ſpend their Time in vain 
unprofitable Muſing, proud ſelf reflefting, ſelf-ad- 
miring and ſelf-applauding, ſtrange and unreaſon- 
able ProjeCting ; in mere imaginary Suppoſitions 
of what they would both be and doz in fond ſelf- 
flattering Preſumptions, and fooliſh Expectations 
of Things ; in fretting and fuming Thoughts at 
croſs Accidents; in curious ſearching into other 
Mens Actions and ſecret Ends,and ſtudying Things 
that do not at all concern themſelves, and would 
do them no good at all to know ; in evil Surmiſings 
and cauſeleſs jealous Workings ; in angry revenge- 
ful Thoughts and * deviſing Miſchief upon their 
Beds; in lnitful wanton, profane and dillolute 
Thoughts; in ſpeculative Wickedneſs, in repre- 
ſenting and aCtting thoſe Sins in their Thoughts 
which they want Power or Opportunity to put in- 
to outward Act, in recalling, revolving and re- 
viewing in their Thoughts palt ſinful Actions with 
a Lickling Pleaſure and Delight. 


If 


— — 


[4] See Dr. Tho. Goodwin of the Van, of Thoughts. 
* Pſal. 36. 4. 
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If a Man ſhould write down his Thoughts but of 
awe Day, and reade them at Night, he would rec- 
ton higifelf hatf-diftrafted , and be greatly amazed 
ar himfelf : And many a Perſon would even bluſh, 
and be quite atham'd to fpeakour what he loved to 
imagtne and muſe wpor. 

T hete idle and evil Thoughts are they that juft te 
and ſhur our ſerious and fayoury Thoughts and Me- 
ditations, and hinder the divine Law and Teltmmo» 
ny from being our * Meditation all the Day. Yam 
Thoughts too commonly 1 lods with ns: They come 
into our Minds juſt as Iravelters go into an /mm,who 
boldly rake up their Chamber there, and command 
and call tor what they would have : Whereas 
Thoughts (kould be tuttered to come into our Minds 
enly as Men are permitted to go Into a Garriſon, 
who are firſt {trictly examined, who they are,whence 
they core, and what 1s their Bulinets. We ſhould, 
with David, || hate vain Thoughts, call in our vaga- 
bond waudring T honghts and Imaginations, ai.d 
fix them upon ſolid and ſerious T h ngs. Think, 
nothing (fays [67] St. Bernard) that may makes agamſt 
thy Salvatiun : *I'was too little to ſay against it ; 
I ſhould- have ſaid, fays he, think, of nothing be- 
fide tt, 


A fifth Sort of Perſons reproved. 


Flow very many meerly loſe much of their Time mm 
Words ;, in pouring out great Floods of Talk, an 0- 
cean of Words withouc one Drop of Undecltan- 
ding ? Many toſe their Words, and lofe their Time 
O 2 in 


— 


_ W.1 ny 

* Pfat. 119 97, 99. { [£r,4.'4 1! Pfal ng. 1:3. 

[6] Contra ſlut em propriam COPIES um 13.4 , #44 1 #1 44 dix8 cane 
fra; Praeter ars:ffe Acpueramn, Bun. d; co11.14., ad CUYCs 
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in vain Speeches , unprofitable Pratling , frothy 
Diſcourſing, * fooliſh Babling, toyilh and trifling 
Talking and twatling, that tends to 0 real good in 
the World. This empty Chat does cheat and co- 
zen us of much of our Time, and isa careleſs 
throwing away every Day, and almoſt every Hour 
of the Day, ſomething of that which ought to be 
expended for Eternity. How many i , ſpend 
their Time in queſtioning and talking about the 
Change of the Moon, the Alteration or Quality of 
the Weather : or in curious and buſie Enquiries a» 
bout News, only out of an Itch to know ſomewhat 
new, or merely to find matter of Dsſcourſe ;, and 
not out of a ſincere and earneſt Deſire to under- 
ſtand how it goes with the Church of God, that 
they may order their Praiers and Praiſes ſuitably to 
God's Providences and Appearances in the World 
towards his People ? How many waſte the Winter 
Evenings in telling of Tales, and old Wives Fables, 
and little inſignihcant Stories to their Children and 
Families ? when they ſhould employ thoſe preciow 
Hours 1n well acquainting them with the Torrup- 
tion of their Nature, and theabſolute Neceſlity of 
real Regeneration, of being born again , born 
from above : in often informing them of their Sin 
and Miſery, and inſtructing them in the only Way 
of Salvation by the meritorious bloody Death 
and Paſſion, and the Illuminating ſanCtifying Spi- 
rit, and the healing recovering Grace of Chrilt. 
How many loſe their Timeby venturing weak: 
ly to talk of thoſe Things which they are not im ha- 
itz to diſcourſe of , which they have not well 
weighed and ſtudied, and are unable to manage a 


per- 


—— 


* Piov. is, 2,14. 
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pertinent proper Diſcourſe about ? And how do 
lome loſe very much of what they ſpeak and take 
up Time in talking of, for want of Obſervation and 
Accommodation of their Diſcourſes to [ a] the ſeve- 
ral Tempers, Faculties, Abilities, Capacities, Condi 
tions of thoſe with whom they have to do ? by 
which Mens Society might calily be rendred more 
acceptable to others, and become more profitable 
both to others and themſelves [56]. How many 
loſe their Time and Breath in [c] Ds/pating and 
wrangling about endleſs. and fruitleſs Controver- 
ies, and unprofitable contending about mere Spe- 
culations, or ſuch Practices as have no influence 1n- 
tothe bettering or depraving the Souls of Men ? 
How many laviſh out their T:me and Diſcourſe in 
medling pragmatically with other Mens Matters that 
nothing concern them ? How many grolly abuſe 
their 7:me in ſpeaking too freely of Perſons, when 
they ſhould only ſpeak of Things ? 


Q 3 


co — 


And 


Rt 


—— 


4] Lukin's Praftice of Godlinels, p. $8. 

n By obſerving mens Tempers we may the more caſfily inſts 
nuate what we pleaſc into them ; by obſerving their þ aculties and 
Abilities we may both pleaſe them and profit our ſelves ; becauſe 
men love to diſcourſe of things belonging to their own Facul- 
ties, or wherein their Abilities chiefly 0 3 and about thoſe _— 
we may expe the'molt ſatisfying Anſwers from them, if they be 
ſuch things as may be any Advantage to us to know, It we {uir 
our Diſcourſes to mens Conditions, it will add much Grace and 
Comlineſs to ons Speech ; buc if we do not in all things apply 
our ſelves to mens Capacities, we ſhall but weary themy and 
what we labour to pour into them will run belfide, 749mm 165d 
_—..-. | 

[ec] Multum illus remporns verboruns cavillatio eripurt ,O& ca. 
plioſe diſputationts, qua acumin writum exercent, Tantum 
nebys varat 2 jam viver es jam OG 2 Sencca Cp. 45+ 
Malin diſpwtare gud vivere, 6n, 
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And here particularly, ſuch Perſons deſerve to 
be found tault with , who ſpend their Time in 
fandering, detratting, whiſpering, tale-bearing, 
ſpeaking [c] Ew of others when they have ns /aw« 
Fl Call to do ix : in talking uncharitably of others 
[4] Lives ard Deaths, 10 private caracterizing, 
judging, cenſuring, back-biting of others. Thee 
are as periect in the Enumeration of others Faults, 
[Ce] 4s if their Memories were the Books that (ball be 
opened at the Day of Judgment. This is in it ſelf a 
baſe Temper where-ever it is , with the Fly to faſten 
Rowhere but upon a Sore ;, Like a Cupping-Glaſi to 
draw nothing but corr»pt Blood. This is an angody 
Humour tor any to ſutier their Tongues to be bulily 
medling with thoſe Ss and Miſcarriages, Failings 
or Faults of other Perſons, which never grieved and 
troubled, touched or came near their own Hearts ;, 
and which they never ſecretly bewaiPd, and ſadly 
bemoan'd before God : To be continnally judg: 
and cenſuring thoſe that were never privately - 
perſonally reprov'd, lovingly and compaſſionately 
a4moniſhed , nor once earneſtly and heartily praied 
for by them. This cenſorious Spirit is a Chriftleſ 
Spirit. Jeſs Chriſt is an Advocate with the Father : 
he excuſes, he pleads for Sinners : he makes the 
beſt of every Thing: he covers a Multitude of 
Sins. Now when we do nothing but rip open, and 
aggravate others Faults behind their backs, we = 

ar 


[c] In priomss provideat, ne fe ymo vitiwm alrguod imaicet ine 
effe mor: a. «04 maxi twm ſolet evenive, cum ſtu 10/8 de 
atſertibhng detrahend; cauſa , aut per ridiculum , aut [everd, aut 
mm ledice, contiomel oftque dicitur, Cicerol. 1 de Ofhec 

[4] De alterim9 vita, ar alerts muric i 1ſput 1145, Scneca de 
yita beata c. 19, 

[+] Dr. All:itry's Sermons p. 35- 
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far from an Imitation of Chriſt : This is ſo far from 
being a Chr:/t-like, "that it is too evidently a Diabo- 
lical Spirit : The Devil, he is called an Accuſer ; 
and we plainly play Satar*s Part, and att him to 
the Life, and ſpend our Time juſt as the Devil 
does, it we make it our Bulineſs to be ever prying 
and hnding of Faults, to be alwaies bringing Char- 
ges againlt, and framing Accuſations of others, 
And the employing our Time thus is far from re- 
deeming it. Might not we ſpend our Time far bet- 
terin meekly admonithing of others, and in hearti- 
ly praying for others, than in ra(bly judging and 
cenſuring of othexs ? Let me te'l you, while we 
are alwaies pleading others guilty, we do but make 
our ſelves more guilty : and th; to loſe our own In- 
nocency, 1s ths to redeem our Time ? To render 
oar ſelves uncapable of Heaven, is this to work out 
our own Salvation? * Lord, whe ſhall abide in thy 
Tabernacle ? who ſhall dwell in thy holy Hill ? he that 
back-biteth not with his Tongue,nor doeth Evil Wrong, 
Hurt or Injury] to his Nezzhbour, [in this way of 
backbiting ] zor taketh vp [that is, with his Mouth 3 
that uttereth not] a Reproach againſt his Neighbour < 
that does not curiouily pry into the Buſineſſes, At- 
fairs, Infirmities, ſecrets of others, and then bu!i- 
Iy divulge and tel them abroad to other Perſons ; 
thereby defaming , diigracing, diſparaging, and 
rendring Men contemprible one to another; and {tir- 
ring up Strife, Hatred, Enmity , Diviſion and 
Quarrels among Men. Where ſhall we now tind 
the Chriſtian who deſerves theCommendation that 
once[[;JSt. Ferome gave of Aſella, of whom he ſays, 
Sermo ſilens, C& ſilentium loquens ; (he was ſilent when 
4 the 


— — 


* Plal '5.1,3. X 


[1] Hicron, ad \[Larccilam te laudibur Aſclr 
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ry Things, not medling with gthers Perſons, or 
fo ow do many ny, "3 their Time and 
talk jn vain and ridiculous Self-g/or4ation, ang in 
uncomely affetted, it not falſe and ungrounded Com- 
mendation of themſelves ? in complementin and 
fattering great Sinners to their very Faces? And 


ſome very vile and wicked Wretches abuſe their ' 


Time and Tongues in ſpeaking a Multitude of Lies, 
in uent taking God's Name in vain, in common 
and cuſtomary Swearing, in [f] mingling horrid 
and bitter Imprecations with their ſportive Pk. and 
making the Wounds and Blood of God, and other 
ſuch ſad Words their fooliſh or peeviſh Modes of (pak: 
ang ? | | | 
Many Mens Mouths run, like an /ſ#e, nothin 
but Putrefattion : They vent ard pour out * patrid, 
unſayoury, rotten, t filthy Diſcourſe, apt only to 
miniſter to a Vice, inſtead of miniftring Grace unto 
the Hearers : Corrupt it ſelf, and tending to cor- 
rupt good Manners, and to infett the Fancies and dey 
file the Minds of thoſe that hear it. They paſs the 
Time in uttering [_g] wanton, looſe, laſciyious 
Words; in ſinging amorous and obſcene Songs ; 
whereas he that is || merry ſhould ſine Pſalms. 
Many 


[f) Dr. Allzltry's Serm ons, p. 144, 

* Avy@ ones. Eph. 4. 29. 

t "Aio;g9hcpa- Colofl. 3, 8. 

[2] lu. Apoitle chargeth that Fornication. ſhould not be 
on e named among them, as bzcometh Saints; (Eh, $. 3.) not 
meaning that the Vice thould not have ics Name and hl. hy Cha- 
ra-ter, but . hat nothing of it be namd, in which it can b: tempr- 
ing or offenſ1.e ; nothing tending to it, or teaching of it, ſhuuld 
be namel, Biſhop Taylor's Sermons, 1 Vol, p. 188. 

f James5, 13 Private Chriſtian» are to reach and admoniſh 
one another in V'falms, a»d Hvmns, and ſpiritual Songs, Coleff. 
3 16 Euvacin hilaritati mſer vim, edifications 0 ut yt 

$4/y mmutus memuies efſe debimus, Davy; ia loc. | 


mon 
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Many miſ-ſpend their Hours in * inconvenzent, 
[h]ſcurrilous,,mmodelt; yea,many miſ-ſpend them 
in impious and profane Jeſting : in openly Scoſfing 
at good Men, and making merry with their Imper- 
ſeftions, and their own Slanders ; and in jeerin 
the holy Waies, and playing with the holy Word 
of God.He that makes a Feit of the Words of Scripture, 
or of holy Things, (asa [] learned Pen richly ex- 
prelſes 1t) plazes with Thunder , and kiſſes the Mouth 
of a Canon, juft as it belches Fire and Death ; he 
Fol Heaven at ſpurn-point, and trips Croſs and Pile 
whether ever he ſhall ſee the Face of God or no, bee 
laughs at Damnation, while he had rather loſe God, 
than loſe his Feſt ;, nay (which us the Horrour of all ) be 
makes a Feſt of God humſelf ;, and the Spirit of the Fa- 
ther and the Son to become ridiculons, And is not this 
2 monſtrous curſed Improvement of precious Time 
to uſe and employ it in profanely deriding, an 
deſperately abuſing the Word and Spirit of God that 
ave it ? 'Tis a good Saying of the [| k&.] Reverend 
p. Davenant, Their Madneſs is to be deteſted ang ab+ 
qminated, who know not how to be cheerful and mer. 
ry, without doing Diſgrace and Diſhonour to Chriſt, 


and 


pI 


— —_——— 


* Epheſ. 5. 4. 
[4] Ipſum: genie jocands non profuſum, nec immodeſtum, ſel 


1ngenuun tf | actin ifſe deber, Ut enim fputris non omnem 


' licentiam ludtnds dams, ſed eam, que ab honeſtts attion;bue on 


Yd adltena : fic mupſs joco aliqugd probs ingemis (mwmen elucear. 
icer >). x. de Oftic, 
[4] Biſhop 1 a»Jor's Sermens, 1 V. p. 305. 
[& ] Derc/tanda rierum mſants, qus hilarty effe non p-[[unt 
fine Chriſti contumelia & religions ludibrie, Dav.in Cololf 3.16. 
1hc1 ,it any, do kdlarem ifnige gnſanne, ac per riſum ſures 
re, Senccade vita beata Cc. 1 2. 
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ana! putting a Mock, and Scorn on Religion, Mr, Her. 
bert [_/? plainly tells you their Doom , 


None ſhall m Hek ſuch bitter Pangs endure 

As thoſe who mock at God's way of Salvation. 
Whom Oyl and Balſams kill, what Salve can cure ? 
They drink with Greedineſs a full Damnation. 


How few of us all have ordinarily been conſiderate 
«nd watchful, wiſe and material, uſeful and pru- 
dent in our Diſcourſes ; and have frequently uſed 
our Tongues as Inſtruments of Piety, and ſpiritual 
Charity ; of the Glorification of our Creator and 
Redeemer, 2nd the [m] neceſſary Edification , and 
Soul-advantage of our Brethren ? How ſeldom has 
our Speech been deſign'd and diretfted to the real 
Profit , and beſt Benefit of our Neighbour ? and 
our Communication been ſo ordered and managed 
by us, that it might be ['»] apt to inſtrutt the Igne- 
rant , toftrengthen the Weak, to recal the Wanderer, 
to reſtrain the Vicious, to comfort the Diſconſolate, 
and to afford a ſeaſonable Word to every Man) 


Neogry! 

here is the Man, whoſe Tongue is as * choice 

Silver ? whoſe Words are of real Worth and great 

Price : in whoſe Lips t Wiſdom 1s found, whoſe 
Laps 


[/ ] Church-porch, p. 16. 

[»:] It muy be Ay © 43a; , govd Speech, ſuch as is 615 
2:40 hunv Tt yeras, tor the Editication of Ne-efſity, Eph. 4. 
29 The P:r tc is an Hebraiſm, where the gent ive Caſe of a 
$ubſtantive is put for the Aljetive ; and means, that our Speech 
be apte4 to nec. {ſary Edification, or ſuch Edihcation as is need. 
ful to e\Cry man's particular Cafe, Brſhyp Taylor's Sermons, 1 V, 
). 324. 
ſz] Id. m ibid, 


” 1r0v.1 0,30. 


t Ibid:m 10. Iz, 


Hey. 


many , 


table, and ſo corrupt , 
hereof made a contemplative Perſon cry oat , 
[4] 4s 


the Words of whole-Mouth are (*) graci- 
ws, (1) whole Lips kyow what # acceptable, whoſe 
Tongue #(\|) Health, whole Mouth s a [*] Well of 
Lite, whole wholeſome Tongue #5 a [t] Irce of Life , 
whoſe in{tructive Specches , and edifying Diſcour- 
ſes, and warm aite-tionate Converles have happi- 
ly helped others to Life ? Where is the Man who 
ſpeaketh Words [||] due Seaſon, whoſe Werds 
are, * pleaſant Woras, gratefu} to God and good 
Men? Where is the Woman that t openeth hey 
Mouth with Wiſdom, and in whoſe T ongue 1s the Law 
of Kindneſs ;, or, gracious Inſtruction ;, or, [0] ſe- 
rioas Diſcourſe to Children and Servants of the 
Word of God and holy Things? Oh how many 
Men and Women are there who bave not a ſavou- 
ry gracious Speech in the whole Day , or Week, 
or Month, or Year, no not io their whole Lives ! 
We may complain of the conltant Diſcourſes of 
molt Perſons inthe Words of [p]] St. Bernard ; Not 
4 Word of Scripture drops from them : nothing relating 
to the eternal Salvation of Mens Souls can be heard a- 
mong them : nothu:g but toying and laughing, and light 
and frothy talking takgs up their Time. 

Mens Communications are geyerally ſo unprofi- 
that -the Conſideration 
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* Prov. 14 7- + Didem 15. 7: 
(*) 
[*] Ibo, [f] Ib. 15. 4. 
* iþ, 15. 26. 


Ecclcl. 13. 12, 


(t) Prov. I O. 32s 


t 1b. 31. 26, 


[o] Vide Cartwiight in loc. 

[| p] Nil deScripturs, mibil de ſalute agitur annmarunr, 

ſed LETT: GJ V1 765 'Vy yerba profer wntny In vent iom., Inter [ran 

dendum quintum faucets dapibits, Fantmm aures paſcuntur Vis - 
<& 

moni, 


i Ib, 16. 21. 


(|) 1b. 12. is. 


[ | | Jo. 15. 23. 


Bernardi Apologia ad Guilhclm..m A>batem, Cap. 8, 
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[4] As often as I bave gone among Men, I bave re. 
turnd the leſs Man : And drew theſe V Vords from 
another devout Perſon, [7] 1 wb I had oftencr beld He 
my Tongue, would I bad not ſo frequently gone into Com. || let us 
pany ! But why do we ſo willingly talk.and converſe to. | ſome 
getter, ſays he, when, if we talk any thing long, || fit Oc 
we rarely come off without loſs, and ſeldom give over }| theC. 
communing together without ſome Hurt firſt done to ow |} of ON 
own Conſfciences, prude. 

VVe have all of us often offended in VVord; | and 
not remembring and conſidering that even * of eve- {| mod: 
ryidle Ward that Men ſhall ſpeak., they ſpall give Ac. | weig 
count in the Day of Fudgment : And that (as a learn- takir 
ed [5] Biſhop clears the Text) the Judgment then } and 
ſhall fall upon our VVords, if not uponour Per. 
ſons ; the Fire ſhall conſume ſuch Hay and Stub- 
ble ; and though the Perſon himfelf eſcape, he 
ſhall ſuſtain and ſaffer that Loſs : VVe ſhall $1 
have no Honour, no fair Retyrn for idle, profs 
uſeleſs , unprofitable Diſcourſes , but they ſhall 


with Loſs and Prejudice be rejected and caſt away, 1 
And therefore take [tr] St. Bernard's Caution, run 
Let no Man count it a light Matter to ſpend valuable 2 


Portions of his precious Time in idle Words + And 1a- 
bour to imitate the ancient Chriſtians, of whom 


Ter. 
Kh lt 
[9] Dexit quidam : Quoties inter hamines fut, minor home | 
reds Hee ſap exptrimu!, quando dir confabulamur, Facs- wn 
lis eff ommuno tacere, queer verbo non excudere. A Kempis de ſes 
imitatiane Chrilti, 1. 1, c, 20. N. 2. Di 
['r] YVellew me pluries tacwifſe, & mtcr hommes non fwiſſe, wo 
Sed quare tam libenter loguamwr, & mnvicen fabulamur : chm and 
tamenrayq, fine leſione conſcrienti« , ad ſilentinum redimm 2? _ 
Ibidem, Fc. 10. a. 1. * Mat. 12. 36, hs 
[5] Bithop Taylor's Sermons, 1 V. p. 292. 
[er] Nemo parvs eſtimer rempus quod in verby conſurnitur 01 1-- D 
efs;, Bernardus ſermane de triplici cultodia- 
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Tertullian gjves this Charatter , [#] They diſ- 
courſe 4s thoſe that well know that God hears every Word 


ay- | 

Henceforth let us have a careof our VVords : 
let us give our Tongues ro Wiſdom, ever ſpeak to 
ſome «ſeful profitable Purpoſes, and onall juſt and 
fit Occalions, open our Mouths with boldneſs in 
the Cauſe of God and Goodneſs ;, and ſpend as much 
of our Time , and [w] as many of our Words as 
prudently may be, in matters of Religion, in Prayers 
and Praiſes and pious Diſcourſes, 1n aptly accom- 
modating and ſeaſonably producing the wiſe and 
weighty Sayings of Scripture and holy Men, and in 
taking Occaſion from ordinary Occurrences to raile 
and promote ſpiritual Diſcourſes 


A ſixth Sort of Perſons reproved. 


Such do juſtly fall under ſevere Cenſure , who 
profuſely ſpend their Time in vam Pleaſures. 


1, In [a] Curioſity about dreſſing and trim- 
ming the Body, 
2. In making dainty Proviſion for the Belly. 
3.In 


_—} > 


—— cw 


[s] Jt4 fabwulantur ut qui ſciant Dominum awdire. Tertul- 
liani Apologia, c. 39. 

[w] Mr. John Carter (Paſtor of Brainford in Suffolk) did 
much addi& himſelt to ſavory $peecbes and heavenly Diſcours 
ſes 3 in which God did fo own and bleſs him, that by the holy 
Diſcourſe that dropped from his mouth a godly Woman was hrit 
won to Chriſt, while the was waiting on him in his Chamber, 
and warming his Bed, /» hw Life written by bus Som Mr, Fokn 
Carter inferred in Mr. Clark's Collettion of the Lives of tem Emi- 
news Devines, Pp. 13 

[4] Ub: magna corperu curd, ibs magnes minty incurid, 
Dictum Catonis, 
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3. In Play and Sport and vain Recreations. 


1. How do the brave Gallants and gaudy People of 
the Times, fordidly uſe their Souls as fo many Tai 
lors, fetting them to mind every new Faſhion ;, and 
very unmanly ſpend their Time in over-nice and 
too curious decking and dreſſing of the Body, and 
poudering of the Hair ? (the [6] Ponder quite for- 
getting the Duſt ) loling their Time snter pettmem ſpe- 
culumque occupats (to uſe [c] Seneca's Exprethion) 
by being whoily taken up between the Comb and 
the Glaſs. Theſe are 1o exceedingly concern'd 
for the.r Heads of Hair, or tor the Pertwigs they 
wear, that (to ſpeak in the V Vords of the fore- 
mentioned Philotopher) they had rather that a whole 
Common-wealth ſhouid be troubled and diſturbed, than 
that their well-ſet Hair ſhould be diſordered and diſ- 
compoſed : and more affett to be neat and fine, ſpruce 
and trim, than to be truly good and hone(t. 

And how do too many of the other Sex, inſtead 
of early looking up to Heaven in Prayer, and look- 
ing diligently into the perfect Law of Liberty, litt 
up their (4) Aorning-Eyes to nothing but a Lookeng- 

glaſs, 


— 


[5] When t|Hai: is ſveet through pride or luſt, 

1 he Puuder doth forget the Duſt, Herbert's Poems, Charms 
and Knits, . 

[<] De breviratevitz, c, 12, Quomods 1raſe untur, ſi tonſer 
piwigneglygent.or fult ? tungquam virum tonderet, Qromeds 
excandeſ-unt, -- ftquidextra ordimem jacuit, miſt omnia mm anu- 
los [1611 rerader unt ? Lu ext iſt orwm ques non malit Rempub b- 
cam ſium twhart,q.ancomum? qui mon ſolucitror ſit de capity 
[161 4 core, qudmn de ſalute ? ques non compriucr « e malit, qudn 
hoeſti.y lacm ivid. A /o ma remveatur omnu Yiro non di- 
£14 rnatw. --- Alhibenda ef munditia, non 04i9a, neque ex- 
quit nimu,'an kung a fugrit 471 eſtem (5 inMumanam ne- 
g 12en'1.0m, Cicero | 1. de Ofthi, 

[4] Doctor Alloitry s $-rmous, Page 226. 


2, 
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glaſs, and there contemplate their Faces, and ga- 
rilh wanton Drelles, for ſeveral Hours together, 
and even worſhip their own Image , and fall in Love 
with their own Shadow ;, and pleaſe themſelves to 
think , how the Eyes of others will be drawn to 
gaze, and be pleaſed with looking upon them ? 
Theſe gentile Szmmers ordinarily ſpend the moſt of 
their Time before Dinner in the Arts and [e] La- 
bours of Attire, in putting on their Bulls and T'ow- 
ers; many in patching, and too many in painting 
their Faces,. and gwing themſelves another Colour 
and Complexion than ever their Maker thought 
good to give them ; in making themſelves a zew 
Face, initead of making themſelves a new Heart : 
V Vhenas theſe idly bxſie Perſons might ſpend their 
Hours a great deal better inthe trimming of their 
Souls, and * adorning their mer , hidden” Man, 
and making themſelves all glorious within; in 
putting on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, in putting on Chri- 
[tian Charity, ard clothing themſelves with 
Goſpel-Humility , and with the Ornament of a 
meek and quiet Spirit, and in beantifying 
themſelves with all the Graces of the holy Spi- 
rit. 


2. How much Time do many ſpend in contri- 
ving how to furniſh their Tables, to [_f ] mix 
their 


_— — - — ——————— — - a 


[e] TanqTulum fame arſcrimen APAMAMY 

Aut anima: Tant; tit querend; curd decer ts, 
Juvenalis fatyra 6. 

* TE S 4 

[ f'] Cobaes per artem voluptatemque corruptus. Non ad tol- 
lend, ſed ad irritandam fame nu qneritiir, L Inverte ſrent 
mulle condr;ure Guibus AVI 48 CXUTATELKT, --» Mirltos marbos 
HEE 
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their Meats, to fill and garniſh out variety of Diſh- 
es, to prepare and order their ſeveral Sances ; in 
the pleaſing of their [_ g] Palates, the pampering 
of their Fleſh, and the {lrengthning of their Lults; 
in immmoderate Eating, riotous [þ] Feaſting, fre- 
quen Junketing ; in exceſſive Drinking, tarrying 
long at the V Vine, or fitting long Tipling at the 
Ale-houſe? How many ſufter Senſuality and Lyu- 
Xury to eat up their Time, and make no greater 
Improvement of their Years than to become accom- 
plſhed Epicures ? 

How do ſuch Yoluptuaries make their Souls Cooks 
to look out Proviſions for their Boazes, imploying 
their Mwmds in ſtudying and deviling {Mears for 
their Belles ? How do theſe live [.;] as if the Buſ- 
neſs of their Lives were to pleaſe and ſerve, to gra- 
tify and ſatisfy the Fleſh ? as1f they were made for 
no higher than the mere animal Life ? as if they 

re- 


—_— 


mult 1 f-real.t fecerunt. Vide quantum rerum per nam gulam 
Fran/ilurawn ermi/ceat luxurtagterrarum mAy i/c 9; vaſt atrix } 
mec-ſſe eft it aque inter (e tam dinerſa dijſideant, © haufta ma. 
I8 diger antur, alry alig nitentibus. == Dij boxs » quantum he. 
mn nw renter exercet | Cogrontuy in 1AM [apores, in 


can4 fit, quod fiers dcbet ſaturo in ventre. -— Non efſet Conf - 
fror vomentinm cibus. Seneca OP. 95. 
[g] -- Lurbucs im ſolo vevends canſu palate eff, 


Juvenalis {fatvra 11» 

[4] Aſuce quantum occupent conyividy que jam ipſaa officia 
ſranr Sencca de brevitate vi Z, C. 6, 

[1] Quiderat Cur in num*ro viventium me poſutmm eſſe g4w- 
der:m ? an ut c:bos © potiunes percolarem 2 ut hoc corpus canſa- 
rin ac f{i1dum, pert in u nque niſt ſubinde umpleatury farciremy 
& viverem egrs miniſter 2 Idem pixt. nat. quzſt, 

Fare: r tnſit am efſe nobss cor porus noftrs caritatem; fateor nos 
Ew; gerere twtelam ; non nego indulgendum ills, ſed ſerviendum 


nego. === dic gerere nos debemus, non 1.inguam proprer corpus 
vovere debeama, ſed tanquam non poſſimmus fine corpore, ===» 


Honeſt um & vile e;{, cat cor us umn carum et, ldemep. 144 
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received their rational Souls only to procure for, and 
to artimare the Organs of their Senſuality? as if they 
yere born for nothing elſe but.to cloath and feed, 
to purvey and provide, to cark' and care for this 
vile Body, and were capable of enjoying, nonobler 
Pleaſures or higher Satisfaftion than the Entertains 
meat of their Seſes *? Though the Truth of it is, 
that [_ k,] ſenſual Pleaſure (as Seneca well diſcour- 
ſes) is but the Good of a Beaft. Canſt thou reckgn 
him, 1 will not ſay among Men, but Mankind, ſays he, 
whoſe Life too plainly ſhews that he placeth his Happi- 
neſs and Chief Godd in Taſtes, and Colours,and Sounas ? 
Let him depart out of this goodly Rank, and Order of 
Creatures that are next unto the Gods themſelves ;, let 
bim even go among the brute Beaſts, who is a Creature 
fo much pleaſed and delighted in the Enjoyment of his 
Food. 

How few do eat and drink, not merely with an 
Intention to preſerve the Body in Health and 
Strength; but with ſuch Prudence, Care and 
Caution , as not to over-cheriſh and pamper, to em- 
bolden and emrage their Bodzes ;, to ſoften and = 

P en, 


__ 


[4] Quid mibi voluptatom nomings f Homing boxum q#a- 
ro, mom ventrus , qui pecudilan ac belluns laxoor eff, ven, de vita 
beara C, 9. 

Hunc tu numeras inter hominet, cus ſwmmum bonum ſap- 
ribus , ac coloribugy ac ſonxs conftat > Idem ep. 92. 

Ss quia mens &ft pauly ad voluptates propenſior » mody ne fit ex 
prcudum genere, ſunt enim quidam homines non re, ſed noe 
ne ) ſed ſs qua eff = Id er: 4107, quamVvy voluptate capiatur, oc- 
cultat of diſſumulat appetitum voluptats » proprer verecundiam, 
Ex quo imelligitur, corporys voluptatems non ſatu efje dignam 
bomunus praftantid, th mque contemms © rejpucs aportere. === Is 
conſider are volumus, qua ſit nature exctientia I dignitas, ine 
tell;gemms, qud 1 ſit iyrpe diſfluere luxurig, © deitcald, 4c mol. 
liter vivere, qudmgie honeſtum, parc, contimenier, ſevere, jo- 


bri, Cicero 1. de Qthc. 


Redemption of Time 
ken, to clog, and enſlave their Afrds to Senſe ;, and 
to-inflame and provoke themſelves to Luit and Wan. 
tonneſs ? How few-do uſe the Creatures in ſuch 
ſaber and moderates Meaſures, axmay render their 
Bodies tameand governable, morigerous and obſe« 
quiow to theit: Sens, and cheerful and ready in 
the Exerciſe of any religious Duty ? -: which is 
certainly the true ' Notion iof [/] Goſpel-Tenge- 
Tance. 
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3. They alſo are here. to be reproved, who not 
only conſume much'oftheir Time in Dreſling and 
Firing, Eating.*and- Drinking, - but laviſh ont a 
conſiderable Portion of it in pleaſurable Sports and Re- 
creations. Theſe are they, who Belterophon-likg hot- 
ly ſpur on a flying Horſe ;, ſtudy to drive away that 
Time, which haſteth, and poſteth, and flyeth away 
roo fa#t of it ſelf - And are ot a like Mind with that 
[-m] Perſian King, who propoſed a great Reward 
toany that could invent and find out any new 
Paſ-time. ' 

8 Theſe Men waſte and wear out their Time, ct 
ther 


(1.) By uſing [n] unlawful Recreations, which 
tave ſomewhat of Sm in them, ſomething or — 
diſho- 


—_— IN 


[1] Sce Mr, Lucas's pratical Chciſtianity, part. 1. cap, 4; 


(=) Eliani variz Hiſt. 

[n] Vita voluptates aftimat, antequam admittat ; nec quas 
probavit, magm pendvr -: nec uſu earum, ſed temper antsd lata eff. 
--- T's voluptatem completters : ego comp:ſco. Tw vowptate 
furry : ego wtor, Tu iiiam Swmmum Bonum putas : ego nec 
bonum. Tu omnia yolupt atys caſa fucy : rgo nhl. $:neca de 
vita beat, c. 10, 


Ghononrable to God, or injurious to their Neigh- 


hour. 

/ Orelſe, (2.) By [n] abuſing lawful Recrea- 
tions ; either ulng them «n/ſcaſonabty,' or elſe im. 
moderately. 


(1.) Unſeaſonably. We ſhould never take any 
Diverſion at ſuch a Time, when any neceſſary Due 
ty toward God, that we are capable of, will be 
pegletted by ſo doing. Again ; We ſhould never 
we any Recreation, but only to fit and mwhet our 
ſelves for Buſineſs and Employment. We ſhould 
not begin to play, till zeed of Body or Mind require 
& : And therefore labour muſt ordinarily go before 
Recreation, and Recreation mult follow after it, 
as 2 neediul Refreſhment of weak Nature after 
Wearineſs, to fit and enable any Perſon for freſh 
and future Employment , and a cheerful returning 
to farther Labour and Pains-teking in his particu- 
lar lawful Calling. [9] Cicero ſays well, We may 
uſe Recreation and Play, as we ds Sleep and other 
Kinds of Reſt, when firſt we have given dhe Attendance 
to weighty and ſerious Things. 

Farther, (2.) As Time is loſt by unſcaſonable, 
ſn, by immoderate Recreation. The Earth is a Place 
for Labour and Induſtry; [pJWe were not put here 
as the Leviathan into the Sea, to take our Fill of 


Pleaſure and Sport. 
P 2 But 


ad 


[n] Vile pay. preced. ſub litera [n] : 

[0] Lado(& juco, nts iilts quidem licer, ſed ficur ſonmo I q1t- 
trbus caterys, twm cum gravibus, ſors ſque rebus ſatfecerrmims + 
Cicero |, 1. de Offc. 

[p] Neque enim it 4 gentrats 4 nature ſumys, wt 4d ludum 
& jocum fa efſe videamnr : ſod ad ſevernatem potine, &f ad 
gutdam /tudia grivicrs 417ue mdzard. Idem ibid, 
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- But how many ſpend their Time immeaſurably in 
* Mirth and Muſick, Singing and Dancing, Fro- 
licking and Sporting, Gaming and Playing, at 
Cards and Dice, or in frequent going and long 
ſitting to ſee Stage-Plaies ? [q] A leerned Dottor 
exprelles himſelf excellently well to this Purpoſe: 
Men reckon, {ays he, that there are none but P 
Daies in thew Life , and they can find never a Work 
ing- Day among them. All their Daies in their Ca- 
lendar are Feſtivals : And they are ſofar from minding 
the Buſinef of Life , viz. dreſſing up their Souls for 
Godin a bleſſed Eternity by Religion and Holineſs, that 
a Saint ſhould have no La from many that pretend to 
honour him, were it not that he gets them Leave to 
more freely. The whole Courſe of their. Lives us but a 
ſporting Buſineſs, and when they lay aſide then 
rar Af airs, it 1s but to obtain Leiſure to be more 
olic 
To plead that ſuch and ſuch Recreations as you 
uſe immoderately, are in themſelves ſimply lawful, 
is an Excuſe that will never be admitted and ac- 
cepted by God, when in the mean Time you 
neglett your neceſſary weighty Work and Employ- 
ment. Surely you would never ſuffer your own 
{ 7] Servants {o to put off their groſs Careleſ- 
neſs of important Buſineſs that requires greateſt 
Halte and Speed. 
'Tis 


pe NS 


* Jobar. iz; 

[9] Dr. Patrick's Divine Arithm p. 7. 

{r] If your Servants leave moſt of their Work undone, and 
ſpend the Day in Cards and S:age-plaies, and Feaſting, and 
in _ Chat , and then ſay, Madam, are not Cards and Plaics 
and Jeiting Jawful > will you take it for a ſatisfatory Anſwer ? 
And is it not worle that you deal with God > Mr, Baxrer's 
Hef, 
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- ?Ti$ a notable Saying of [5] Cicero, He is not 
worthythe Name of a Man, that would chuſe to ſpend 
one whole Day in ſenſual corporeal Pleaſure : Surely 
then he leſs deſerves the Name of a Chriſtian, who 
by his good Will would live al bs Daies,and ſpend 
all bus Tears in taking his Pleaſure and Recreation 
preferring the Pleaſures of Senſe, the Entertain- 
ments of the Phanſie, and the Recreations of the 
Body, before the rational manly Pleaſures, the de- 
lightful Exerciſes , and the ſolid Retreſhment and 
Satisfaction of the Mind : Whereas in the Judg- 
ment and Experience of the wiſeſ# and beſt Men , 
there is no greater Pleaſure in the World than 
a generous holy Contempt , and rational religi- 
ous Diſdain of excelliye ſenſual Pleaſures, 

A Life of Recreation is an «bſurd and ridiculous 
Thing ; to make that our conſtant Buſineſs, which 
ſhould only fit us for Buſineſs. For a Man to make 
mere Recreations his main Actions and grand Em- 
ployments, is full as fooliſh and unreaſonable, as 
If he ſhould make all his Diet of Phyſick, or Sauces, 
and his whole Garment of nothing but Fringes. 

P 3 As 


— 
_ 


Pref. tx Mr, Whately's Ser mon of Redemp on of Time, 

1f a poor man had bur ſix-pence in his purſe, to buy Bread for 
himſelf and his Fa nily,and would give a Groat of it to f.e a Pops 
pet-play, and then viſpute tha: Poppet-plaies are lawful, how 
would you judg of his underitanding and his praQtice > O) how 
much worſe is igin you , when you have but a little unceriain 
Time , to do ſo much, fo great , fo neceffary Work in, to leave it 
almoſt all undone , and thraw away that Time on Cards, and 
Plaies, and ſenſuality, and idleacfs! dem 154d, 

[3] Qu 8#f dignms nomine homing, qui unum dem totun 
velit eſſe 1m u/ho genere voluptatys ? Ciceio ), » de Finibus. And 
Senec hath a ſenience very like it z Qu mortalium , cul win 
ſuperefF homing veſtiguum , per diem motempue tiller ve ity 
If deſerto animo , corpors oper am dare 2 De vita beatay Cap. F. 
Nulla major voluptas qam volaptatis frſtidiom, 
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* As we muſt not begin with Recreation in the firſt 
Place, ſo, when we take it, we muſt not hold and , 
continue it [t] too long. | 
' It may ſeem a ſevere Rule, but well deſerves our 
very ſerious Coniideration, that the [#} Worthy 
Mr. Whately has given us to direCt us in this Parti- 
cular : .?T is not lawful for a man, ſays he, in an 
ordinary Courſe, to ſpend more Time in any Re- 
creation, than he has or ſhall that yery Day ſpend 
and employ in ſome Godly, and chiefly private reli 
giows Exerciſe, The Reaſon he gives is this, We 
"muſt * firit ſeek the Kingdom of God, and his 
Righteouſneſs [firſt in reſpect of Time, and firit 
Int reſpect of Atettion ; primarily , and princi- 

ally.} Now he that does fo, can never uſe to be- 
tow more Time in any Recreation whatſoever, 
than in thoſe Things which do direQly make for 
the obtaining ofeternal Life, and that Righteoul- 
neſs which will certainly bring one thereunto. -— 
And ſurely this is a moſt equal Thing, that the 
moſt needful Duty ſhould have the moſt Time beſtow- 
ed upon it. How very faulty then are many, that 
ſpend whole Dates and Nights at Cards and Dice, 
and 1n idle Paſ-times, who never allotted one Hour 
of any one Day, to be ſpent in ſecret, in that main 
Workand principal Employment, for which all therr 
Life-rime was allowed them ? 


Take 


D —— 


[1] Sunt exercitationes (f ſaciles ff brever , que corpus Of ſine 
mir. laxent, © temport parcant : cujus 'recipra ratio habin's 
iff, --» Quircquid facies, catortds a corpore ad animum, 1ium 
dicl us ac noctil ug exerce. --= Dandum ©& aliquod mterval- 
lym animo ;itd tamen wt non reſolvgter, ſed remittatur, vc, 
TP IF. 

( +] Tn his ſerm, of Red. of Times p. 29, 21, 
® Mat, 6-33. 
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Take heed of giving too much of your Time to any 


Recreations: You may quickly loſe, not only your 
Time, but your Hearts too, in immoderate Recrea- 


' Hons; and may thereby fo hugely unfit and ind:(- 


poſe your ſelves for Duty, ' that you may find it an 
bard Taxkand difficalt Work, to bring back, your 
Hearts to their uſual Temper and wonted Fratne 
again : As School-Boys , after a Breaking up or 
Time of any extraordinary Play , have much 
ado to ſettle , and fall hard and cloſe to their 
Books again, 

Some good men haye been ſo tender, that they 
have blamed themſelves for the Ufe of thoſe Re- 
creations , which are apt to conſume and deyour, 
to eat and ſwallow up too much Time : And the 
Kemembrance of Time miſ-ſpent in immoderate Re- 
creations , has been no ſmall Trouble nor light 
Burthen to the conſidering Alinds and ſenſible Spirits 
of ſome very holy and eminent Chriſtians. I find 
m Mr. Fox his Aftts and Monuments, that Fobn Hufs, 
a famous Reformer and worthy Martyr, in his laſt 
Letter wrote in his Impriſonment to one Mr. Mar- 
ten, has theſe Words ; Tou know how before my Prieſt- 
hood ( which grieveth me now ) I have delighted ta play 
often-times at Cheſs, and have negletted my Time, and 
imthappily provoked both my ſelf and others to Anger 
many Times by that Play : wherefore beſides other 
my mnumerable Faults , for this alſo I deſire you 
to invocate the Mercy of the Lord, that he will par- 
don me. 

If the Recreation you uſe be lawful, ſeaſonable, 
moderatc, then you are certainly well employed, and 
never trouble and torment your ſelves with the 
Thoughts that you might be better employed, tor 
(as one ſays truly) if we were alwaies bound to do 
that which is beſt, we could wever telff whether we 

P 4 pleaſed 


216 Redenption of Time. 
pleaſed God or no ; but ſhould bee 
volv'd in needleſs Jealouſips, 

endleſs Doubts. . - 

And here moreover , without making it a dif- 
tin&t Head of Diſcourſe, I think among vain-Re- 
creations | may well reckon idle and needleſs, fruitleſs 
and unprofitable Viſits. Man indeed is a ſociable Crea- 
ture, made and fitted far Converſe ; And the Com- 
fort and Pleaſure of humane Lifg does much con- 
fiſt inthe delirable Enjoyment' of the Familiarity 
and Society of prudent, diſcreet, Chriſtjan Friends ; 
And great Advantage: are to be given and gotten by 
wiſeand good Diſcourſes; And due Reſpects, and 


'd -and in« 
Fears and 


civilKinaneſſes are to be paicd to Friends and Neighy, 
bours;and allOccaſions andOportunities to be taken 


and choſen of doing any conſiderable good Offices 
to them, either in reſpect of their Souls,or Badies, 
or Eſtates. But (as [w] Senecacomplains) we yain- 
ly ſhend and wear out our ſelves one upon another : T his 
Man waits upon one, that Man upon another ;, but na 
Man gives diligent and due Attendance upon himſelf. 

And 1 fear thire are too many to be met with, 


whoſe ['x] Feet abide not jn their own Houſe (25 the . 


* wiſe Man praly) the: wander about from Houſe ta 
Houſe, beinfy Tatlers ,' and Buſie-bodies , ſpeaking 
Things which they ought riof (which is the Charater 
the t Apoſtle gives of them) who go from Place ta 
Place to ſpread any flying Report or Rumor, to 

carry 


— ——— _— — 


— _— 


[w] Nemo {+ ibs yendicat, 8c. de brev. vir. C. 2 

[x] Nemmem es omnibus difficilins dont, quamPſe, convent. 
Ex hoc mal» dependert illud teterrimum vitium, aucultatio, & 
pg oblicorum ſecrerornmque inquiſttio, '5 multlarum rerum ſeren- 
114, Give nec tuth narrantwur, nec twig audizntur, Sen, de trans 
qui!. animi, c. g2, 
* Prov.9. 11, f 1Tim. 5.13, 
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any uncertain and unconcerning News, and 
Gif they may be ſo happy)+to tell the firſt Story of 
ſome little Accidents and petty Circumſtances of 
Things : whorun here and there out of a goſſiping 
tatling Temper, or a pragmatical pr ing Humour, 
and a greedy Dehre to make O a of the 
Afﬀairs and Concerns of other Folks Families ; Or to 
ſhew their own Dreſſes and Tires, and to ſee the 
ww Faſhions of others ,, Or to drink, or game and 
play away ſeveral Hours of the Day. There are 
too many that are weary of their Time, and weary 
of themſelves, and hate the Work, and Employment 
they are called to in their Families, and the Exer- 
ciſes of Devotion that ſhould be uſed in their pri- 
yate Cloſets ;, and gad abroad for a Diverſion from 
Duty, tor the Prevention of melancholick Self- 
reflection, and for avoiding or drowning the diſ- 
uicting Clamours, and troubleſome Noiſes of 
cir own guilty and ſtirring Conſciences : Theſe 
weary and tire out their Neighbours, that they 
may not be a Burthen at home to themſelves : 
never remembring , or not conſidering that ſo- 
ber Advice and ſolid Counſql of the * wiſe Man, 
[y] Withdraw thy Foot from thy Neighbour”s 
Houſe : left . he be ['z.] weary of thee, and ſo bate 
thee, 
But 


» P.ov. 25. 19. 
[3] Docet vitandaim mAUTex[ wm vwnrs non Amici cou: tf is 
nem, 

[2] Cato Mwunatio ſcripſit, ſt verert, ne mumia 4micutts can 
ſam aliquando daret oli. Huc proverbium Perſicum , Home1- 
nes 4v4ſere ind:corum yon c# ; modq toties non fiat wt dicant, 
Sat eff, Et Arabes dicunt, Viſita rare, & augebu amcren. 
Er Martial, Nulls te facias nimy ſodalem. Quanty melior 
rrgo eff Des quam homiuum amicitia 2 Deo tanto [umm gr4ty- 
| grer, quanto ſepims ad enum accedimus. Syn, Clit, in loc. 
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But alas how few among usare tobe found, who 
make their Yiſits to theſe berter Purpoſes, to help 
and affiſt , counſel and comfort ſick Perſons; to 
exerciſe Charity to the Souls and Bodies of 
Neighbours; to miniſter ſuitable and ſeaſonable 
Relief to ſuch as are in real and great Want and 
Need ; to further the Edification , and- promote 
the Salvation ofall about them ; to labour and en- 
deavour to bring ſome off from their Errours or 
Sins; to mind one another of their latter End; 
in a ſerious and ſavoury Manner to talk of the 
Kingdom , and the Way to the Kingdom, and to 
help one another Heaven-ward ; to add to one an- 
other's ſpiritual Knowledg, to encreaſe and ſtir up 
one another's Graces, to comfort and warm and 
ſtrengthen one another's Hearts ; to affect one an- 
other with the Remembrance of God's Ordinances, 
and with the Conſideration of his Providences, to 
their Perſons, Families, Relations, more parties- 
larly;, or to the Land of our Nativity , and the 
People of God and Church of Chriſt, more general- 
ly ; Tobring one another to a due Senſe of the Di- 
vine Mercies ,'and to a dread of the Divine Judg- 
ments ; to pray with one another, and to quicken 
one another toa Reformation of their Hearts and 
Lives, anda well ordering of themſelves and Fa- 
milies, and the Redemption of their Time in theſe 
evil Dates, and to a ſpeedy and ſound Preparation 
of themſelves to ſuffer for the Goſpel, and for the 
Purity of the Reformed Religion, if God ſhall pleaſe 
to call them to it ? 
That Prodizy of early youthful Piety, and ſpt- 
ritual divine Proficiency ; [4] Mr. John Janeway, 
Fel- 


— — 


[4] Ta his Lite wiitten by t45 Brother Jam, ſancw, p. 92, 73- 
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Fellow of King's Colledg in Cambridzs, once in Com- 

pany fare down ſilent, took out his Pen and Ink, 

2nd wrote down 1n Short-hand the Diſcourſes that 

ed for ſome Time together, among thoſe that 
ended to more than common Underſtanding in 
the Things of God ; and after a while he took his 
r and read it tothem, and asked them, Whe- 

ther that T alk, was ſuch as they would be willing God 
ſhould record ? Is not this a brave rational drvine Diſ- 
courſe ? (ſays he) Where's our Love to God, and 
Sou!s, all this while ? Where's our Senſe of the Preci- 
wſneſs of Time, and of the Greatneſs of our Account ? 
Did Saints in former Times uſe their T ongues to no bet- 
ter Purpoſe? Would Enoch, David , or Paul have 
talked thus ? Is this the ſmeeteſk Communion of Saints 
upon Earth? How ſhall we do to ſpend Eternity in the 
Praiſes of God, if we cannot find ſome good Matter for 
an Howr's Diſcourſe ? This he did toconvince, and 
ſhame them out of their barren Diſcourſe, and 
empty Converſe, and fooliſh fruitleſs Commu- 
nication , and to quicken and provoke them 
to a more profitable Improvement of their So- 
ciety. 


A ſeventh Sort of Perſons reproved. 


They alſoare juſtly blame-worthy, who caſt a- 
way their Time in exceſſive, immoderate, worldly Cares 
for ſuperfluous Things ? Who (as the [4] Philoſo- 
pher deſcribes them) do wholly paſ# their Life in ſeek: 
ins and procuring the Inſtruments of Life ;, and are 


[67] ſooner 


[4] Myrg-29 termpor;” impendio queruntiur ſupervacua 3 © mul- 


ti LEPTIN val 4/44; Hem VIitc infliumentd (179/118, SCITCCA 
EPs 45+ 
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[6] ſooner weary of living , than of labouring ;, whoſe 
deſire laſts longer than their Ability, and Power to la. 
bour for this World ; who recken Old Age grievom 
only on this Account , that it laies them aſide, and hin- 
ders their lively and vigorous Purſuit of the Things 
of the World ; Who complain ſometimes of the 
Trouble of Buſineſſes, of the Weight of great and 
full Employments , but cammot find in their Hearts 
to leave them, becauſe though they hate the Miſeries 
of their Labours, yet they love the Gain and Profit, 
the Price and Reward of them. 

Who beſtow a great Deal of Pains about that 
they never intend to uſe ; who toil and ſweat, tire 
and weary out themſelves to heap up much thick 
Clay , to treaſure up Silver _ Gold, to * joy 
Houſe to Houſe, and lay Field to Field, all which 
they muſt ſhortly exchange for a Turf in the 
Church-yard : Who anxiouſly labour to raiſe and 
gather , to clear and ſecure an Eſtate , which they 
muſt, every Man of them, t leave untothe Man that 
ſhall be after them, and none knows whether he ſhall be 
aWiſe Man or a Fool ;, and take nopains in the mean 
Time to try and confhrm their Title to Heaven ; 
Who are fo ſolicitous about plowing their Grounds, 
that they cannot || break, up the Fallow-Ground of 
their own Hearts : who are ſo buſy in making up 
their Accounts with Men, that they mind not the 
making even their Accounts with God ,, So over- 

care» 


—"— _ —_ -— — 
—_ 


—— —— 
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[5] Seneca debrevitate vitz, cap. 20. 

Facile eft 0 Cupdtiones evadere, fo accnpal 107m pretid Con 
rerpſerts, =» Mercedem mileriaram amant, ipſas exccrinturs 
Iden cp. 22. 

Rebus non mt trado, ſel commode : nec conſeftor perdend: tenr. 
poru CAN as Idem ep. 62, 

* lia 5.8. + Ecclel, 2.18, 19, 


| Jer, 4. 3. Hol. 10. 12, 
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careful to improve their temporal, that they neglet 
the Improvement of their ſp;rit#a! Eſtates : Who 
are, * like Martha, ſo cumbred and troubled about 
many Things, that they are ready to forget the oze 
only Thing which is abſolutely neceſſary, the happy 
Choice of that good Part or Portion, which would 
be a Ang very acceptable to God, and the Ad- 
vantage of which would continue to themſelves to 
all Eternity : Who are fo taken up with worldly 
Dealings, that they have little or none of their 
Conver ſation in Heaven : Who ſay in their Hearts, 
what Duke de Alva once replied to the King, who 
asked him whether he had ſeen the Ecclipſe of the 
Sun ; that he had ſo much Buſineſs to do upon Earth, 
that he had no Time to lookup to Heaven : Who are 
more ſtudious and induſtrious to get a good earth! 

Bargain, than to'obtain a Crown of Righteouſneſs, a 
Crown of Life and Glory, and to make ſure of an 
beavenly and everlaſting Kingdom : Who have their 
Hearts as full of the World as their Hands, and are 
ſo covetous and greedy of it, that they will loſe 
their Time, and lec go God and a good Conſcience 
for it : Who ſuffer their worldly Employments 
too often and caſily to ſteal away their ſet and 


. ſtated Times for Reading, Prayer , Contellion , 


Thankſ-giving , Meditation , Self-Examination 
to rob their Duties of their allotted Hours, or 
to borrow of their Duties their appointed Sea- 
ſons, without ever making any Payment of them. 
The learned and judicious Bp. Sanderſon, in a 
Sermon ['c] preached to the People, gives them 
this wholeſome good Inſtrutftion, nvt to ingult 
them- 


-—- - 


* Luke 10. 40,41 42 _ 
{<] By. Sanderfon cn 4 Cor. 7. 24. p. 314 215, 
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themſelves ſo wholly into the Buſineſſes of their 
particular Callings, as to abridg themſelves of con- 
yenient rtunities for the Exerciſe of thoſe re- 
ligious Duties , which they are bound to perform 
by virtue of their general Calling. This (tays he) 
is a point of Duty ; Men being commanded in their 
Callings to abide wirh God : A point of Wiſdom al- 
ſo ; it being a means to procure a Bleſling upon 
their Labours, from his Hands ; who never tail- 
eth to ſerve them, that never fail to ſerve him. 
And a Point of Fxft:ce too, as due by way of Refts- 
ration: of which he gives this both ingeniom and 
ſolid Proof 3 We make bold with God's Day, ſays hey 
and diſpenſe with ſome of that Time which he hath ſan- 
thificd xnto his Service , for our own Neceſſties, It u 
equal, we ſhould allow him at leaſt as much of ours, as 
weborrow of his ;, though it be for our Neceſſuies, or 
lawful Comforts, But if we rob him of ſome of by 
Time ( as too often we do ) employing it in onr own Buſi- 
neſſes, without the Warrant of a juſt Neceſſity : we are 
ro kyow that it 1s Theft, yea Theft m the hight Degree, 
Sacrileds ;, and that therefore we are bound , at leaſt 
as far as petty Theeves were in the Law, to a * four- 
fold Refturution. 

But how very many fo overload and overburthen 
themſelves and their Families with ordinary world- 
ly Buſineſſes, that either they quite neglet# their 
Daties, or put God off with ſzghr and ſhort and ha- 
ffy Daties ; and neither afford themſelves ſuthcient 
Time, nor allow their Servants convenient Oppor- 
tunities of remembring their God, 'and minding 
their Souls Neceſſities, 


T hele 


—— 


Pe EEO 


* Exod. 22. 1. 


2 Sum. 12, 6. 
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Theſe have no le;ſare ro conſider, that the Soul is 
more worth than the Body, and Heayen more va- 
lnable than the Earth : and therefore that the 
Things that neceſlarily conduce to the ſaving of 
the Soul, and ſecuring of Heaven, muſt not whol- 
ly be neglected for any bodily Concernments, or 
worldly Intereſts whatſoever. We mult firſt ſeek, 
the Kingdom of God , and chietly lay up , a Treature 
in Heaven: and therefore we mult not ſuffer 
worldly Cares to take up an undue Proportion of 'our 
Time. 

We muſt not engage in ſo many Buſineſſes, nor 
ſo eagerly prrſue and follow any , as that our ordi- 
nary worldly Affairs ſhould hinder our ſelves, or our 
Families from the Performance of ordinary religious 
Exerciſes. [d] It is reported of the famous Mr. 
George Herbert, ſomerime Orator of the Univerſity 
of Cambridg, that when he came to have a Family, 
he was eminent and exemplary for his ſpiritual 
Love and Care of his Servants : by his own Prattice 
teaching Maſters this Duty, to allow their Servants 
daily Time, wherein to pray privately, and to en- 


jom them to do it : holding this for true general- 


ly , That pablick Prayer alone to ſuch Perſons, 1s no 
Prayer at all, Our Love and Care even of our Ser- 
vants {ſpiritual Welfare, ought to be greater than 

our Love and Care of the Things of this World. 
As many ſo deeply plunge themſelves into wme- 
ceſſary Buſinelles , that they have no Le:/ſare for 
religrows Performances : So ſome ſo mainly mind 
earthly Things, that they make Kel;9ion ſubſervient 
to their workdly Employment, take up a ſpecious 
Profeſſion of Religion, and fair Form of Godlinels, 
chictly 


4] Toward the end of his Life before his Remains, 
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chiefly to invite and draw Cuſtomers to their Shops ; 
and that they may deal falſely and [e] «njuſth, 
without Queſtion or S«/þ:c:0n ;, and gain unreafon- 
ably and unconſcionably , by 'a d;ſembled Santtity 
and fictitious Plety. 


The la#t Sort of Perſons reproved. 


And laſtly ; Some Perſons are to be reproved 
for miſ-ſpending their Time in their Duties. You may 
think this ſfrange, that Time ſhould be thrown a- 
way in Duties, But I would have you to underſtand 
It may ; for you may loſe your Time in Duties, 
theſe two wales ; 


1. By performing them «nſeaſonably. 
2. By doing them formally. 


1, You loſe Time in Duty, if you perform it 
unſeaſonably. And that may be done theſe two 
Wales. 

(1.) When one Duty thruſts and juſtles out another, 
and fo the Duty is zustimed: As it a Man do ſpend 
that Time in his Cloſer, and in religious Devorzon, 
which God does require him to employ in his Shop, 
and in following hus Yocatiow. So again; if you 
reade and pray prevatly at home, when you ſhould 
attend on the pablick Ordinance : Or, reade in your 
Bible, or Prayer-Book, at Church , when you 
ſhould hearken to the Sermon there : Or, if you do 
nothing but reade, when you ſhould meditate ſome- 
times, and confer ſometimes: Or, if you give way 

to 


[e] Torrus mjuſtitia mulls capitalior eff quam torum , qui 
Trims chm maxime fallent, id tamen aunts WI WIT! bon ff )i- 
deanture Ciceio |. 1. de Othc. 
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to ſuch good Thoughts, as in Prayer, or hearing the 
Word at any Time, come into your Mind, but are 
wmpertient and irrelative to the Matter in hand : 
Such 'T houghts, though they be marerially good, 


yet are formally evil , though goodin themſelves, yet 
are ſonful to thee, at ſuch «fit and inconvenient 
Times ;, and will at leaſt taint and fly-blow thy 
necellary preſent Daty. To do any Daty what- 
ever, when you ſhould rather do another, is to miſ- 
fend Time about ſuch a Duty, which is to you «1- 
ſeaſonable. 

(2.) When Duty is perform'd at ſuch a Time, 
when we are moſt unfit for #t, then it is unſeaſonable, 
and Tzme is doſt in it : As when we go to Prayer, 
when we are fitter to go to ſleep, and kzeel 
upon the Cuſhion, when we are titter to lay our 
Head upon the Pullew ;, and hold up our Hands then, 
when we are ſcarce able to ho{d open our Eyes ; and 
ſpeak.ro Lod then, when we hardly hear our ſelves 
ſpeak 

When Luther during his retir:ment in the Caſtle 
at Coburga, for his Safety, enjoyed more leiſure 
than ordinary ; oneYitus Theodorizs, who then li- 
ved with him, informed Melantthon concerning 
him, that he ſpent in Prayer every Day [ f ] three 
Hours ar leait, and thoſe that were firreſs and pro- 
perelt for his Srudves. 

And it is commendable in ſome Maſters of Fami- 
lies, that as often as they can do it with any cor- 
venience, they perform Evening-Prayer in their Fa- 
milies before Bed-Time , yea before Supper-1 ime, 

Q when 


[EIS 


Cf] N ll us abit dr's, q 118 wtf mynimumires horasy ea que 
fudigs aptifſimas 17 orationem pondr, Mclch, Alam. in vit- Lue 
ther, p. 139, 142, 
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when they are not clogg*d with Meat, nor bee 
vy with Sleep; but are every way freeſt and fit- 
telt for Duty. Will you ſet your ſelves and 
your Houſe-hold to do God's Work, when you 
are wholly unht to do your own? You loſe Time 
in Duty, by performing it «nſeaſonably. That's 
the firlt. 


2. You loſe Time in Duty, if you perform 
Duty no otherwiſe than formally, cuſtomarily, 
ſlightly and ſuperficially. If you handle holy 
Things without any Feeling ;, If you do the 
Duty , for the Aarter of it, but fail in the 
Principle and Manner of the Duty, and never 
look to the [ g] End of the Duty ; have no real 
Delign, and hearty Intention to pleaſe and glorify 
God thereby, and to gain and encreaſe in true He. 
linefi of Heart and Life. 

If you a:t, not out of a Principle of Lox, 
and «ward Life and Liking , but only out of ſome 
external reſpeit ;, If you perform your Services, 
not out ot a filal ingenuous Diſpolition , but 
merely out of a laviſh Fear of being beaten, 


or of loſing the Wages you expect for your Work: 
If 


C————————_— 


— 


[g_] The end of all Exerciſes of Piety and Deyorion, is more 
and m 44Cto diſpoſe our Hearts ty che Love, and our Wills to 
tt.e Obedi, ncc of ourb:{ſ;4 Creatour and R:deemer. And bu. 
{i g our ſelves in any of them wichout this Delign , may well be 
counied in the Number ot the fruitleſs and unaccountable Ati- 
ons of our Lives, Thus todo is prodigally to walte and mil. 
ſpend our Time: as the Jews were upbraided by one of thei? 
Adverſiries, with doirg, upon the account of their Sabbath, ſay- 


ing, That th'y loft one Day in ſeven. Dr, Fowler's Defign of 
Chriſtianity, Pay, 356. 
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If you uſe only a carelef and ſupine Devotion : 
If you matter not at all how {rrie you do for 
God , or what 1s the Frame of your Minds 
and Hearts in what you do: If you give way 
to vain Thoughts in holy Duties: If you be not 
intent 1n your religious Services, but initcad of 
wing the World, as if you uſed it not, yo uſe 
good Duties as if you did not uſe them, obſerve 
the Lord*-Day , as if you obſerv'd it not ; 
conieſs and repent, as if you did 2o ſuch thing z 
hear, as if you heard not; and pray, as if 
you prayed not : it you pray only out of Cu- 
ftom, and do rot mind and well coniider what 
you ſay, nor are affe:ted with what you ſpeak, 
nor defire what you ask : If you pray , and 
reade, and hear, only becauſe you are brought 
w io to do, and have rak;n wp ſich a Practice, 
or becauſe you would ſatisfy natural Conſcience, 
and have the good Opinion and Word of ail in 
your Families, and be commended by your Neigh- 
bours for religio:5 Perſons ; and do not pray to 
this neceſſary End, that ſo you may enjoy Commu- 
nion with God, and get and obtain Pardon, and 
Grace, and Strength from God; nor reade the 
Scripture and good Books, and hear the Word 
preached, that ſo you may kzow your Duty in Or- 
der tothe Practice and Performance of it; all the 
Time that is chu ſpent in Duty,is in a manner Time 
loit and mzſ- ſpent : in ſo doing you loſe your Du- 
tzes, and you loſe your Time too. 

But eſpecially, if any ſhall dare to do nothing but 
whiſper, and talk, and laugh ; to mock and jeer at 
the Word, ard the Miniiter of it ; to be unde- 
cent, and rude, and profane in their Carriage and 
Behaviour, in a Chriltian Aſſembly, in the Time 


Q 2 of 
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of Divine Worſhip, in the [] Preſence of the preat 
God, and in the Szght of the holy * Angels; 
This is to loſe the Time of pnblick Duty, if it be to 
be loſt at all; This is to lole the Time of Duty, 
witha Witneſs. 


Ard ſo I have done with the thirdU/e,namely of 
Reproof and Rebuke to ſeveral Sorts of Perſons, 
who are guilty of the Loſs, the lamentable 
Loſs of their precious ime, and unvaluable Oppor- 
TUAATIES, 


—_— — 


[*] Ve mihi quia ibs pecco, whi peccat emendare debeo, Bet. 
na1d, de inter jor. Domoy C. 33. 
* 1 Cor. 11.10. 
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The fourth and laſt Uſe is of Exhortation, to Marie 


ſtrates, Muniſters, the People in general. Six 
quickenng Motrves to preſs the Duty of Redenption 
of Time, (1,) Conſider how notab'y Feſus Chriſf 
redeemd the Time, when he was here inthe World, 
I. Heredeem'd the Time, to ſave ws, 2. Fle 1c- 
deemd the Time, to be an Example to us, ( .) Con- 
frder further, that as Chriſt dd once red:em the 
T ime, to ſaves ;, So the Devil does daily redeem the 
Time, to deſtroy us. (3.) Conſider, how very no- 
tably many of the Saints and Servants of God have 
4mproved and redeemed their Time, ( 4.) Conſider, 
that it 1s an Att of ſpiritual Wiſdim to redeem thz 
Time, and mere Madncſs and groſs Folly ot to re- 
deem the Time. (5.) Conſider, that if now thou 
loſeſt and ſquandereſt anay thy Time, thos wilt at 
laſt be forced thy ſelf to condemn thy fooliſh Ne. tb: - 
gence, and to juſtify the Care and Liligence of c- 
thers , that were wiſer for their onn Soais th. n thy 
ſelf. (6.) Conſider, that do what we can t0 redeem 
our T me, we ſhall never repent at Liſt of wy Carewe 
have had to redeem it, but ſhall certa.nly blame and 
find fault with our ſelves fr being ſo careleſs of our 
Time, ſo negligent of good Opportunittes 5 we have 
een. Serious confiderative Chriſtians do olamethen- 
ſelves for ther Loſs of Timegeven their Liftetime © 
put they are eſpecially ſenſible of ut, 214 excreamn_'y 
aſbamed of themſelves for it, at thetr Deain, 
He fourth and laſt Uſe ſha!l be ot Zxhort toon, 
to put you uponthe Duty of Reaceming 1 1, 7 
Q 3 vt 
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Let Magiſtrates vigorouſly redeem the Time, in 
the faithtul Execution, and impartial Adminiſtra- 
tion of governing Juſtice ; and in being active and 
zealous , bold and couragious in the Cauſe of God 
and Goodneſs : * jn being a Terrour to Ewil, and 
not to good Works; and in ating for the + Puniſh. 
ment of Evil-doers , and for the Praiſe of them that 
ao well : in repre{ling Vice, and checking Profanc- 
nels, and daily daſhing Sin out of Countenance ; 
and In countenancing ard encouraging, nouriſh- 
Ig ard cheriſhing Sobriety and Temperarcc, Ver- 
tue ard Godline(s, Holincſk and Religion, 

Let Miniſters induſtriouily redeem the T ime, in 
|| 29t ſhunmng to declare to the People al! the Counſel 
of Ged;, inurging Traths upon their own Hearts, 
and pre{ſing and enforcing them upon others Souls ; 
in labouring abundantly in the Lord's Vineyard ; 
in (*) taking heed unto themiſclues, and ( ) to their 
Doilrine, and to all the Flick over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made them Over-feers ;, in ceding the Church of 
God with the wholſome Food of ſound Wo.ds; in 
(|) watching for Souls, as they that mus? grve Account ; 
un [*]daily warning Sinners with Tears ; in Per- 
Iwading Men with Earactneſs and [Import anity, 
as thole that well [7] knowthe Terrour of the Lord, 
In eidcavouring to [|] ſave themſelves and them 
that hear them, to () fave ſome with Fear, pulling 
them out of the Fire ; in taking all poſlible Care, lelt 
they [_] beat the Air, and * run in van, and labour 
w van ; leittheir People's t Blood be wm at 

their 
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Rem 13.3. f i Pet. 2.14. || As 20. 35. 
(*) Ve:le 28. (t) x Tim. 4. 15. (i) He', 14, 19. 
[*] \cts 20 2t. [ft] 2Cor.s. nn. [1] 1 Tim. 4-16. 
() [& 23. [ | | Cor. 9. 26. 


* Gai,z 2 Phil. 2.16. + Ezck. 3,18. 
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their Hands, and leſt when they have preached to 0- 
thers, they themſelves ſhould become * Caſt-aways ; in 
diſcharging their Daty ſo painiully and faithfully, 
that though i Iſrael be not gathered, thoigh the itray- 
ing and ſtragling Sheep be not reclaimed and 
brought home to God, yet they may be gloriozs in 
the Eyes of the Lord, and their God may be their 
Strength : That they may be || pure from the Blood of 
all Men, and may (*) finiſh their Cow ſe with Foy ; 
and be able to ſay, as the moſt laborious and inde- 
fatigable Apoſtle, St. Paw, cxprelied himſelf, 
with an Heart full of Comfort, when the Time 
of his Departure wasat hand ; ( ) 1 have fought 4 
good Fight, as a faithful Souldier ; 1 have finiſd 
my Courſe, as a [trenuous Runner ;, / have kepe the 
Faith, as a trulty Depolitary : Henceforth there 15 
laid up for me a Cronn of Righteo:ſnef#, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judy, ſhall give me at that Day. 
Yea, let People in general give all ſcrious con- 
ſtant Diligence to redeem the Time, and to make 
their Calling and Eleition ſure : Believing, and con- 
ſidering, that we were not ſent into this Worid 
to cat, and drink, and ſleep, ard ſport,and play ; 
to take our Paſ-timic and! Recreation, ard to en- 
joy a little ſhort carnal Mirth, ſome ſenſual ſinful 
Pleaſure, or worldly Proit, or carthly Honour, 
for a ſeaſon; But to l:ve in the conſtant Exerciſe 
of Reaſon, and Yertue , and true Goodneſs: Io 


ſtudy the Nature and Attribuics, the Mind and 
Will, the Word and Works, the Laws and Waizes 
of God : To (||) keepthe Commandments of God, and 
the Faith of Feſws ; I 0 worſhip and ſerve our Crea- 

Q 4 tory 


* 1 Cor.y. 29. + Wa. 49 5. | ARS 70. 26, (*) Vetle 2g; 
(tf) 2» Time 4 7,8. (4) Revs 14 12 
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tor, Redeemer, Sanctifier and Comforter : To 
prepare ard provide for Eternity z and to do good 
to all, while we have Opportunty. 


And here, to proceed particularly, I ſhall 


I. Propound ſome Morives, to quicken you ; 
And then, 

II. I ſhall give you ſome Drrett:ons, to help you 
to gain the Time, and redeem the Opportunity. 


To preſs you to the Duty, beſides the ſeveral 
Reaſons of the Doctrine (which are alſo ſo many 
Mottves to the Duty) I ſhall farther lay you down 
a ſix-fold Motive, 


The firſt Motive. 


Firſt conſider , how notably Chriſt redeewd the 
Time, when he was here in the World. * Jt be- 
cometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, ſays he. +Wi 
ye not that I muſt be about my Fathers Buſineſs ? || 1 
muſt work, the Works of him that ſent me, while it uu 
Day: the Night cometh when no Man can work, 


1. He redeemed the Time to ſave 1. 
2. Tobe an Example to us, 


1. He redeemed the Time, to ſave us. His whole 
Life, to his very Death ; yea, his Life and Death 
were nothing elſe but a contimual Courſe of doing 
and ſuffering for our Salvation. Did Chriit ſpend 
his Time, his Labour, his Blood, to ſave w ? and 
ſhall we be backward to ſpend our Dates, our 

Painsz 
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Pains, Our Strength to ſerve him? Did Chrift re- 
deem the Time, to accomplith and work, out our 
Redemption ? and ſhall not we redeem the Time, to 
ſecure and work ont our own Salvation ? 


2. Chriſt redeem'd the Time, to be an Exan:;ple to 
w, Not an idle Word ever came out of his 
Mouth. He ſpakg as never Man ſpake, and did as 
never Man did, He was ſerious ard ſavory, holy 
and heavenly in his private Converſes, ard took all 
Occalions to ſpiritualize his Diſcourſes. He re- 
deemed Time for ſecret Prayer ; He * wet about 
doing good : He neglected his bodily Fooa, to gain an 
Occalion of ſpiritual Converſe, and tofeed 4 Soul : 
He profelieth , it was t his Meat to do the Will of 
him that ſent him, and to finiſh bis Work. ;, || his De- 
light to do the Will of God, This he did, (*) leave- 
ing u« an Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps , an 
eminent Example to be tranſcribed and copied 
put by us; that we likewiſe ſhould redeem the 
Time, in Imitation of him, and Conformity to him. 

Now where are the Vien that ſeriouſly conlider, 
Thus, thus Jeſus Chyiſt liv'd in the Werld ? and 
are ready to lay within themſelves, I will do no- 
thing but what I would do if Jeſus Chriſt were by : 
I would att now, as if I followed Chriſt at the 
Heels. How very mary have liv'd already the fall 
Age of our bleſſed Savour ? nay, how many have 
doubled our Saviour”'s Age ? and yet how few have 
lid after the manner of the Lite of Chriſt, one Day 
or Hour ? or, in conformity to our Pattern and 
Exemplar, in any Meaſure done the Will, and 

wrought 
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wrought the Work of our heavenly Father ? I may 
very fitly here take up the Words of a Religious 
Perion, [a] Thou maicft well bluſh to behold the Life 
of Feſrs Chrijt, becauſe as yet thou haſt ſtudied no more 
to conform thy ſelf to him, though thon haſt been long 
in the Way cf God. 

Let us henceforward daily eye the Life of Chriff, 
as that which is an Example to us in all our Actions 
and Motions in the World ; in the midſt of all the 
Paſſions to which we are ſubje:t, and Temptations to 
which we are expoſed. Let's frequently reflect 
upon our ſelyes, and ſeriouſly ſay, Did Chriſt le 
thus f In all our Aftings and Undertakings let's 
fay continually, Would Chrift do thus? If not, how 
dare I, who profeſs my ſelf a Chriltian, venture 
npon it ? If Chriſt were now upon the Earth, would 
he be waſteful and prodigal of his Hours ? would 
he belooſe and wanton, vain and profane in his 
Life ? would Chriſt ſwear, and curſe, or by any 
means be tempted to Perjury or falſe Telitimony ? 
would he be drank himſelf, and delight to make 
others drunk ? would Chriſt ſcoff and mock at 
Religion and Holineſs, and jear and deride the 
ſtricteſt Profeilors and PraCtilersof it ? would he 
that once wept over Jeruſalem, be now jovial and 
merry, when publick Mſery and common Calami- 
ty hangs over the Heads of a People laden with 
Iniquity ? could he find in his Heart to laugh and 
ſport over a tottering, ſinking, fainting, dying 
Nation ? 


Take 


[4] Bene verecundars potes, inſpects vits Feſw Chriſti; quia 
necaum mag lit te conformare tuduiſt, licet dis mim via Des 
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Takecare *.to walk, even as Chriſt walked : Aim 
and endeavour | to bein the World, as he was in the 
World, When you rile in the Mornrg, reſolve 
thus with thy ſelf ; 1 will tþ# Day ſtudy to behave 
my ſelf as Chriſt did : I will labour to exerciſe thoſe 
Vertues, and to act thoſe Graces , which Feſms 
Chriſt, when he was here on Earth, was eminent 
in and exemplary for : 1 will this Day ſtrive to be 
a3 meek and humble.as free from pride and paſlion, 
malice and revenge; as clcar from covetouſneſs 
and earthly-mindedneſs,diſcontent and impatience, 
as Chriſt himſelf was : To be as watchful againſt 
the World and the Devil , as reſolv*d againſt 
Temptation, as ſober and temperate, as juſt and 
righteous , as kind and mercitnl, as uſeful ard 
beneficial to all about me, according to my 
meaſure and capacity , as Chriſt himſelf was : 
To do every Thing ſo, even as Chrit him- 
ſelf, were he placed in ſuch circumſtances as l 
am, and ſtood in the ſame relations as I do, would 
d and att. 

What Chri## has done in owr Fleſh before us, is 
very poſſible to be done by us, in the ſtrength of 
God and Chriſt. And it 1s a Thing not only fe- 
cible, but very reaſonable, that we the Diſciples and 
Servants of Chriſt ſhonld improve oxr T:me to the 
belt advantage ; when he our great Lord and Ma- 

er loſt not an How , miſ-ſpent not a Afinue 
of all the Time of his whole Life lead here upon 

Earth. 

It is true, we can never exaitly anſwer our 
Copy, nor fally come up to our Example; But 
let's endeavour to come as near as We can: for 


(as 
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(as [6] Mr. Herbert excellently) let this encourage 
you , 


Who goeth in the Way which Chriſt hath gone, 

Is much more ſure to meet with him, than one 
That travelleth by-waies. 

Perhaps my God, though he be far before, 

May turn, and take me by the hand, and more 
May ſtrengthen my decays, 


The ſecond Motzve, 


Conſider in the ſecond Place, That as Chriſt did 
redeem the Time, to ſave us ; ſo the Devi does dai. 
ly redeem the Time, to deſtroy us. As there is 2 good 
Sperit attive in the World, inviting and alluring 
Men to Vertue and Govdneſs, and endeayouring 
to bring them to a participation of Holineſs and 
Happineſs with himſelf; So there is an evil, im- 
pure, unbodied Spirit, perpetually ſoliciting and in- 
ticing Men to Sin and Wickedneſs, and labouring 
continually to hurry and precipitate them, or gra- 
dually and inſeniiby to draw them, into the ſame 
condition of Perdition and DeſtruCtion, into which 
he himſe]f is fallen and ſunk, without hope of Re- 
medy, or poſlibility of Recovery. T he Devil was 
* a Murtherer from the beginning. He ſet upon A- 
dam in Paradiſe, who was in his full trength + He 
|| provokea David to number the People : yea, he t af- 
ſaulted Chriſt himſelf, who was not only the Son of 
David, but the Son of God, and had nothing in him 
to give advantage tohim, And when Satan left 

him, 
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[5] Lent. 
* John 8. 44. 
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him, being overcome by him, he departed from 
him but * for a ſeaſon, as if reſolving to take a fit 
opportunity to return again to him, and have an- 
other bout with him, And he [c] that takes 
heart to fight with the Head, will never ſpare the 
Members : He daily follows the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
deſigning to draw them from t God and their Du- 
ty : He deſir'd tohave the ſifting and ſhaking of 
Peter, liberty to do his worit to drive him from the 
Faith of Chrilt. He 1tudies to * get advantage of us. 
The Head of this old malicious fubuil Serpert is al- 
waies plotting and contriving our Sin and Milery, 
Fall and Ruin. We are not ignorant of his (X) De- 
vices, or {ophiſtical Reaſonings. He continually 
uſeth his (1) Methods, or Wiles. The Tempter 
will tempt by (||) ſome means or other : uſually [d] 
by ſuggeſtzon , prompting and caſtinz of evil 
Thoughts into our Minds : And often by Perſwa- 
ſon, or preſling the Suggeſtion, with ſuch Reaſons 
and Arguments as may move our Minds to approve, 
and incline our Wills to conſent to ſome Evil as 
good. He labours to perſwade us, either by pro- 
miſing ſome good, or threatning ſome evil to us. 
And ſometimes he tempts us by #»ſt:gation and pro- 
vocation, or reſtleſs and importunate «rgizg of the 
Suggeltion, till, if it be poſſible, he has gain'd our 
Conſent, He makes it his buſineſs to tempt us either 
ammeaiatly, or mediatly, by his Agents and Inſtru- 
ments ; making uſe of the choicelt and molt /kely 

Inſtru- 


” Luke 4 I3. 
[c] Neque enim memiry parcet, qus cum capite preliatur, 
Calv.,in 1 Pet. c. $, 
+ Luke 22. 31. * 2 Cor. 2. 11, (*) Nonwame 2 Cor, 2, 1!, 
(t) MsTodlcras Eph 6.11. (o) 1liefk 3.5. 
[4] Dr, Sclat.r in vc. p. 216, 
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Inſtruments to work with ns, and prevail upon us. 
He ſuits his Temptations to our Tempers, and ob- 
ſerves and takes the moſt convenient Seaſons of deal- 
ing ſucceſsfully and eitectuaily with us : He is ſtill 
laying his Traps and * Snares, to take ns Captive at 
his will, He is ready to ailault us with his þ fiery 
Darts ;, to propoſe ſuch ſenſual Baits, which, like 
[e] poiſon'd Darts, will wound us to Death, if 
the conſideration of our Duty , the Promiſes and 
Terrors of Chrilt, received by our Faith, do not 
help to quench them. 

The Dewi loſes no Moment of time, that may 
ſerve his Delign, *and further his Endeavour toun- 
do us : He lets no Opportunity |iip of doing us any 
Miſchief. He is a nimble, [tirring, b»/y Bezng, He 
goes to and fro inthe Earth, and walks up and down in 
it. St. Peter tells us from his || own experience, and 
with ſome reference to (*) Satan”s Confeſſionand 
Acxnowledgineat, that '1) ow Advrrſary the De- 
vil, as a roaring Lion, walketh about ſeckz;ns whom he 
may devour. He's an Adverſary in Law (as the 
Lf ] word here uſed imports) a cunning Plaintiff, 
whoſe work it 1s upon all occaſions to indict and ac- 
cuſe us before God. He is alſo an Enemy in War : 
A ſubril , and ſtrong Enemy, like a Lion : A fierce 
and furious Enemy, like a Lion roaring through 


[.g] 4n- 
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* 1 Tim.6.9, 2 Tim. 2, 26, + Eph 6.156. 

[e] Pcifoned Darts are wont to inflame rhe parts that are 
wounecd with them, and therefore are called fery Dart+, as the 
Serpents with poilonousStings are called hery Serpeuts, Dr. Ham- 
mond's Par mm 6c. 

| Luke 22. 31. (*) Job 1. 7. (t) 1 Pet. 5.8. 

[/'] "Arndix&, an oppoſite in torenſal Proceeding, So 
xa) eo » Rey. 12, 10, a word moſt oppoſite to a>paxanrC » 
au auyoca'e, which Chiilt is ſaid to be, 
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[g] Anger, or impatient Hunger, to fright and 
amaze , and fo catch his Prey : A venturons daring 
Enemy 3 like a roaring Lion pinch*d with Hunger, 
ready to ſet upon any thing as his Prey : An inde- 
fatigably reſtleÞ and induſtrious Enemy ; like a 
Lion walking up and down, as intent as may be to 
take and purſue every occaſion and opportunity that 
ofters and preſents it ſelt to him z alwaies watching 
how to get us into his power and reach : And laſt- 
ly , as miſchievous and pernicious, as mortal and 
deadly an Enemy as can be; earneſtly ſecking, 
not whom he may -bite, or lightly hurt and wound, 
but whom he may devour, undo and deſtroy, Soul 
and Body ;, ſwallow down at one draught, as the word 
xcTxmvVEy l1gnihes ; and by ſwallowing him down, 
as it were [þ] turn him into his own Nature, make 
him Partaker of a diabolical Temper. 

As God is qU«wewntQ-, a Lover of all Men ; 
ſo the Devil is wozrtpontG-, an Hater of all Men : 
And as God loves the Faithful peculiarly, fo the 
Devil is an Enemy to them eſpecially : { your] 
Adverſary, faies St. Peter here emphatically ;, Above 
all, he deſires [7] [ your] Deſtruction, withan - 
ſattable Appetite, 

Now 
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[ g] Syn, Crit. 

[h] S:cut 14 pot hs & cibi, quod quas devoravit, in ſubſiants- 
aw ſraam vertitur ; 5 qus Chriſtum per frdem ceme. wnt frunt d- 
Vine nature participes ; ina ft quent (atanas veglntiiny participat 
naturam diabolicam. Dr. Arrowſmith TaR.tacr.|.1.c. 3. 3. 

[s-] Proea, qua pollet, malitia, quq quis Deo chartor eft, 8 
Satane imviſier, Latro tile viatores precips# locupletes, ifte 
prado naves pretioſis mer 1bus onnſtas pre alts adoriiur. Pane 
ther am aunt wſque adro wry Fray *fſes wt 1m homims ſtatue 
amy vel pitt uram meurrere ſoleat;, 114 chm nequtant demones 
Deum ipſum mmvyadere, rmperunt ilinu imagimem, q44 im |anity 
eleacet, ©& in pos preſerttym magiſtr atus, © miſt 05 Verbs ſwme- 
mas feruntwur violentia, Idem ibidem, eluftrans hunc locum 
Petri, 
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Now what's the Apoſtle*s Inference from all this ? 
Why lince the Devil is ſedulous-and watchful, do 
not you become ſluggiſh and ſecure, but be ſober 
andvigilant : Be ſober , that you may be vigilant : 
Be vigilant ;, yprypronrme ;, Let every Chriltian be 
a Gregory, a Vigilantius, not only awake, but watch- 
fl ;, conliderative, and attive ; recoile:t and at- 
tend to.Principles of Ation, and reduce and im- 
prove good Principles to ſeaſonable Chriitian Prac= 
tice : be habitually careful and diligent, and very 
induſtrioully uſe and exerciſe all appointed appro- 
ved means, whereby he may be ſuitably provided 
and prepared, and may not be unhappily ſurpriz'd 
and foiled by any ſuddain Allault of his ſpiritual 
Enemy. Becauſe the Devil is ſo vigilant to work, 
out your Danination, be you therctore vigilant tO 
work out your Salvation. 

The Devil 1s ſaid to have * grear wrath, becauſe 
he knoweth he bath but a ſhort Time: He is ſo much 
the hotter and more eager, becauſe his Time is 
contra-ted, and draws to an end. He redeems 
Time moſt at lait ;, and yet he was always buſy e- 
nough , ever over-buſy , He never loſt any of his 
Time, in the way of Temptation : He never neglect- 
ed any Occalion of gaining Experience, and per- 
fecting himſelt in his Arts and Stratagems of foli- 
citing and icducing unwary and inconfiderate Sin- 
ners. Let ns /ear here of the very Devil himſelf : 
Let us, who have lolt mnch of our Time, be as la- 
borious to redeemit toour beneht and advantage 
as the Devil himſelf, who never omitted any Op- 
portunity, corſider?d 25 a Tempter, is induſtrious to 
improve It to our greatelt damage and diſadvan- 
tage. 

The 
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The third Motive, 


Conſider thirdly, how very notably many of the 
Samts \and Servants of God have improved and re- 
deemed their Time, 'Enoch * walked with God, and 

rſevered in theWaies of God : 1 Before his Tranſ- 
ation he had this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed God, 
| Nogh was a juit Man, and perfett in his Generations, 
and walked with God, ih a very vicious and corrupt 
Age : was a pattern of Piety and Probity, and 4 
(*') Preacher of Righteouſneſs to a World of Sinners, 
warning them to amend their abominable Lives, or 
elſe that Vengeance would befall them: And he 
(1) prepared an Ark,, and by his Obedience out of a 
principle of Faith and pious Fear, condemn'd the 
World of the Ungodly. Abraham was (||) the Fa- 
ther of all the Faithful, the great Example of 
Faith : He believed ['*] in Hope againit Hope, ha- 
ving no natural grounds of Hope : And not only 
believed God's Promiſes, but perform'd very high 
adts of Obcdience to God : When God called him 
ro bus [k 7] t Footto go to and fro at his command, 
and as he ſhould appoint him ; [17] he obeyed, and 
went out of his Countrey, not knowing whither he 
went: And when he was tried, was [|] ready to 
offer up his only Son, in whom the Promiſes were 
made to him ; accounting that God was able to raiſe 
him up even from the Dead. () I know Abraham, 
ſfaies God, that he will command his Children and his 

R Houſ- 
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t Hb. ns. | Gen-6.99 1512, 
(t) Heb, rt. 7. () Rom: 4 l 6, 
t Lia. 41. 2: 


* Gen. F, 21, 24 
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[*] Verle 18. 
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+ ] Mr, Gataker ſuppolcch this place ro be meant of Cyrus, 
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Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the Way of the 
Lord. Lot was a * ju#t aud rightcous Man among 
a People monſtroully wicked, and laid to heart the 
provokzng 1 Sins of the t:me and place in which he lj- 
ved; and believed that Judgmeat lngred not, but 
that the Fudge ſtood before the door ;, and he took the 
Opportunity to warn his Sons-in-law preſently to 
fiee from the Wrath approaching, chough . he 
|| ſeemed to them as one that mocked, Fob was (*) per- 
ett and upright, and one that feared God, andeſchews 
ed Evil, He was not carried away with Lie 1do- 
latry and unjult dealing of. the Edomites, among 
whom helived. As occalion required, he continu- 
ally oitered Sacritices to God for his Children, out 
ot fatherly Care of their ſpiritual Good, and as a 
means to keep them in the Favour of God : being 
jealous over them with a Gadly Jealouie, lelt at 
any time when” they had fealted rogether, they 
ſhould have torgotren themlclves , and otiended 
God, 1n their tcattiug and mirth. And he unpro- 
ved his attictions as an opporcunity of exerciling 
an exemplary (1) Patience. Uavid was (||) 4 Man 
&fter God's own heart, and in ruling the People he 
did fulfil all Ged*s Will : [*) He ſerved bis own Ge» 
wmeration by the Will of God, or, thz Will of God in 
his own Generation. Holy Damel wasa Perſon 
deyoted to God's true Worlhip and Fear, and gi 
ven to Prayer. Hecould not content himſelf with 
a mental Devotion. for a Month together, but when 
[7] he knew the Writing was ſigned, initead of re- 
ſtraining vocal Prayer for thirty Daies, he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day ;, and his Windows 

being 


— 


® Gen. 18. 19. + 2 Pet 2,9,8, | Gen. 19. 84 
(*) Jobt. 1,5. (4) Verſeaz, Jam. 54 11: 
(i) Als 13. 23. [*] Verſe 36. [+] Dan. 6. 16, 
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being open in his Chamber toward Feruſalem, he glori- 
fied God with his Tongue, he prayed and gave 
thanks before bis God, ashe did aforetime : T his righ- 
teous Man was * bolder than any Ln in the Ver, 
which he was by his Enemies Envy and Malice, 
and the King's eltabliſd Decree, in apparent 
Danger to be ſpeedily cait into, for his Conſtancy 
in his Kelzgion, and the Integrity of his Devotion. 
Zachary 1 and Elizabeth were both ſincerely righteous 
before God, walking in all the Commandments and Or- 
dnances of the Lord blamelef; So, as their Obedi- 
ence to God*s Will, with God's merciful - Allow- 
ance to human frailtics, was ſure to be acceptable 
In God's ſight. The devout Dornelius feared God 
wth all his Houſe, and took every Occalion and 
good Opportunity of making Prayer, and giving 
Alms. ( Atts 10.2.) The twelve Traves are {aid to 
have ſerved God :nſtantly day and night ;, to have 
Ipent the.r Time in Piety and Obedience to God. 
Acts 26. 7.) || And herein did St. Pau exerciſe 
wmſclf', to have alwaies a Conſcience void of offence 
toward God, and toward Men. He who beiore way 
a Blaſphemer , a Perſecutor, and injurious, yer 
when the Grace of God was beſtowed upon him, (* ) la- 
boured more abundantly than all the Apoſtles. [ St. Au- 
ſtim made much of his prectous Time after his Con- 
R 2 verlion; 
—_—_—_— 


* Prov. 28,1. + Luke 1. 6. || As 34 16, 

&) 1 Cor. 15. 10. X 

[/] Diem totum pric itrommbrn, [acrifecto, dodtrine , d1ſþ 4' tm 
Fiontome, audindu Carnſts, compon ends litibus, confuts 1645 h &e 
riticss dabdt : nottys bam am partem [acrys lucubrationttars dect- 
debats = Ad docendum ſemper erat paratis, nou altter 9d 7 
4v1dus negotiator ad lic r nn. Eraſm. epilt. ad Archiep. Lolc- 
tan, ante Overa Augnſtini. 

Atque Epiſcopatu ſuſcepta mu'to mſtartins ac fervent ine te 
Cungque ropitys, verbuen [ulutu RICYNNG MLAOTHEET prachie db dt. Pol. 
don, in vita Augiitt, 
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veriion : he ſpent itever after in reading, medita- 
ting, diſputing, writing, watching, falting, pray- 
cr, and diligent preachirig, in which he was more 
initant and te:venrt after he had taken the Office of 
a Biſhop than ever he was before. ? Twas his uſual 

wiſh, that Chriit, when he came, might find him 
aut precantem , aut predicantem, either praying, or 

preaching. The laborious Calvin did husband his 

time, ard improve his hours to admiration. The 

learned [?] Whitaker gives this teltimony of him; 

How much he wrote # known to all, ſales he ; But eve- 

ry Tear he preached 286 Sermons, and read 186 Lec- 

tures, beſides innumerable other Buſineſſes and Employ. 

ments. Even in the time of his lizef, no Saying 

was oftener in his Mouth than this, [mm] That ar 

id'e Life was very grievous to him ; when (as Melchior 

Adam ipeaks) his Brethren in the Miniſtry, even in 
their Health and Strength , might ſcem to be idle, com- 
pai”'d with Calvin in his Sickneſs and Weakneffs, And 

when h's Friends intreated him to abſtain from dic- 

tating, eſpecially from writing himſelf in his Sick- 
nels ; hc return'd them this Anſwer, [»] Whe, 

would you have the Lord to find me idle at his Coming? 

Yea, ſo ſaving was he of that time which mighche 

laid out for the good of the Church, that though 

the very Sigli: of Beza was alwaies plealing andre- 

ſreſhing to him, yet when he came to vilit him in 
tus lait Sickneſs, he would often ſignify to him, 
his 


— 


[1] Tantos labores ſuft, nut, ut ſand mirandum ſit, homulun 
unum tam mults rebus potwiſſe ſufficere, &c, Whitak., Contro- 
veil. 2.q. 5 d-notis Eccl c. 15. p.536, 

[| Acerbam ſib1 eſſe vitum otw'um; enm fratres interim 
v.rlentes pre v0 otreſs vaders peſſent, Meichior Adam in vita 
Calv. p. 96 

[7] Ln1d ergo, vultis me otroſum a Domino degrehends ? 
Id. i. p. 100, 
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[9] that he conld not in Conſcience detain and hinder 
him from h's more weighty Buſtacſes and uſeful Em- 


it is ſaid of ZFeza the Phen.x of 
his Age, that | he wrote Fhings worthy to. be 
read, and did Things worthy to be written. Mr, Fox 
glves this notable Character of Mr. John FHloa- 
per the Martyr, that [p] he ws ſpare of Diet, 
ſparer of Words, and ſpareſt of Time. Holy Mr. 
Fohn Bradford | q)] ſlept not commonly above 
four Hours 19 the Night : and in his Bed, till iteep 
came, his Book went not out of his Hand. His 
chiet Recreation was in no gaming or other pal- 
time, but only in honeſt Company, ard comely 
talk, wherein he would ſpend a little time atter 
Dinner at the Board, and fo to Prayer and hi 
Book again. He counted that Hour not well ſpent, 
wherein he did not ſome good, either with tus Pen, 
Study, or in exhorting ot others. Preaching, read- 
ing and praying was all his whole Lite. Many proh- 
ted in Piety by his Society. Bp.&:dly,when a Priton- 
er in Oxford,in a Letter to Bradford breaks out into 
theſe pathetical Expreſſions z * O Good Brother, 
blelled be God in thee, and bleſſed be the time thar 
ever I knew thee! [7] Mr. Hugh Latimer was {0 
far from idling and loytering , that all King Eda- 
ward's Daics he preached for the molt part every 
Sunday twice. And this was ſo much the more 
remarkable in him (as Mr.Fox obſerves )that he be- 
ing @ ſore bruiſed Man by the Fall of a Tree, and above 


ployments. 


We: o£ 67 
ſo] Sib; religionem effe, vel tants rm occmupttionts £11 F020 
rars, Id. ib. p. 107, f $cr890ſerit legenda, £5 jecertt ,criverd 4 


Melch. Adam in eus vit. p. 535. 


p#]ARs and Mon.2.V.p.iz56. [4] lucm 15. p. 1457. *156; 
r | [d. 10, P. 1559» 
Commendo\Y0by veter 10418 8 ain Chri/t; (5 20/tr e gentz An. 
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Letier to Mr, Grindal at Fransford, Id, ib. p. 1579. 
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67 Tears of Age, took fo little eaſe, and care of 
ſparing himſelf, to do the People good. He uſed 
indetatigable Travel and Diligence in his own pri- 
vate Studies,who notwithſtanding both his Years and o- 
ther pains inPreaching every Morning ordinarily,Win- 
ter and Summer, about two of the clock, in the Morning, 
was at his Book moit dil:gently. The learned Bi- 
ſhop Ridley uſually [5s] every Holy Day and Sunday 
preached in ſome one Place or other, except he 
were otherwile hindred by weighty AfMairs and 
Baiireſs. He uſed all kinds of waies to mortify 
himſelf, and was given to much Prayer and Con- 
templation : Duely every Morning, as ſoon as he 
had pt on his Apparel, he prayed upon his Knees 
1n his Bed-chamber the ſpace of half an Howr : from 
which, 1f Baiineſs did not interrupt him, he imme- 
diatly went to his Study, where he continucd till 
ten of the clock, the Hour of Common-Prayer with 
his Houſe-hold. An Hour aiter Dinner he re- 
turned to his Study, and there continued, except 
Suiters or Buſineſs abroad were occaſion of the con- 
trary, until fve of the clock at night, the time of 
Eventvng-Prayer with his Family. An Hovr after 
S:1pper he returned again to his Study, continuing 
there till eleven of the clock at Night : and then 
cioſed the Day with Prayer upon his Knees, be- 
fore he lay down to take his reit. Being at his Ma- 
nor of Fulham, as divers Times he uſcd to be, he 
read daily a Leiture to his Family at the Common- 
Prayer, beginring atthe Acts ot the Apoſtles, and 
10 going tarough2ut all the Epiltles of St. Paml, gt- 
wing to every Man that could reade a New Teſtament, 
bi;4ng them veſides with Money to learn certam princt- 


pal 


Y 
— — 


[ 5] IJ. ib, 1$59 
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pal Chapters by heart : reading alſo to his Houſe- 
hold otrentimes the 101 P/alm ;, being marvellous 
caretul over his Family, that they might be a Spec- 
tacle of aii Vertue and Hone!ly zo others. As he 
was Godly and vertnous h:mfelf, fo nothing bar 
Vertue and Godlineſs reigned in his Houſe, He 
gave this as a nerera! Kile to his Kmsfok, yea, to 
his own Brother ard Siſter, that they doing evil, 
hovid ſeek or look for nothing at his hand, but 
ſhould be as Strangers and Aliens unto him : ard 
that they ihoald be his Brother or Siiter , which 
uſed Honeſty, and a good trade of Lite. [7] When 
Dr. Cranmer was made Arch-Biihop ot Canterbury, 
heevermore gave himſelf tro continual Srudy, not 
breaking the order that in the Univeriity he com- 
monly uſed : that is, by five of the clock in the 
Morring he was at his Book, and ſper:t his Time 
in Study and Prayer till nine of the clock : By rea- 
ſon of other private Studies, and by means of uſe- 
ful proper Employments he was never idle, no 
Hour of the Day was ſpent # vain by him, bat 
was fo beſtowed as tended to the Glory of God, 
the Service of his Prince, or the Commodity of 
the Church. The exccllent Bp. Fc! read much, 
and wrote much, beſides his publick Employment : 
Scarce any Tear in a'l the Time of his Biſhoprick, pat- 
ſed, wherein he publiſhed not ſome famons Work or 
other. Atnine a clock at Night, hc uſed to call 
all his Servants to an Accent how they had ſpent 
that Day, and after Prayer to admonilh them ac- 
cordingly : Then he returned to his Srudy, where 
ofren he ate tiilafrer Mrdnight, * When he was ve- 
ry weak, a Gentleman mceting him as he was 12- 

R 4 Wing 


= 


(:] 1. ib, p.1599. *Dr. Hum'br. in che Lite vi Bp. Jewel, 
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ding to preach at Lacock.in Wiltſhire, earneſtly de- 
ſired him toreturn home for his health*s ſake, tel- 
ling him that it was better the People ſhould want one 
Sermon, than be altogether deprived of ſich a Preacher : 
To whom he replied ; [#7] That # bet became a Bi- 
ſhop to dy Preaching : alluding to that of YVeſþaſian, 
[4] It becomes an Emperour to dy ſtanding : and 
thinking upon his Maſter's Saying, * Bleſſed us that 
Servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall findſo 
doing. And preſently after that very [6b] Sermon, 
by reaſon of his Sickneſs encreaſing upon him, he 
was forced to take his Bed, from which he never 
came off till his Soul quitted his frail Body, and 
was tranſlated to everlalting Glory, He ſaid in his 
laſt Sickneſs, That ſeeing God had not granted his 
Deſire to glorify him by ſacrificing his Life for the Des 
fence of hu Truth, yet he rejoiced that his Body was ex+ 
hauſted and worn away in the Labours of his holy Cal- 
ling. It was the otro of the pious and painful 
Mr. Perkins,that which he uſed to write in the Fron- 
riſpiece of all his Books, Miniſter werbi es, hoc age ; 
Thou art a Miniſter of God's Word, mind thy 
Work, and attend thy Buſineſs. It was alſo the 
Motto of [| c ] Mr, Samuel Crook, , Impendam 
 expenaar : | will ſpend and be ſpent. It was 
moreover the Motto of ['4] Bp. Uſh-s Epiſcopal 
Sea!, when he way Biſhop of Meath, which he con- 
tinucd in the Scal of his Primacy alſo, Ye mihi fi 

| non 


— 


[ &] Oportet Epiſcopum Cancionantem # 0s, 

[4] Op02 ict [1% perdto? e414 ſtantem mert. 

* \lat 34, 46. 

[5] OnGal.s 16. Walk in the S1irir. 

|| His Lite amon2 Mr Clark s Lives of 10 Eminent Di. 
y1Nes 


[4] Bp. Uher's Life written by Nr. Bernard, p. 52, 
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non exangeliz.avero : Wo 1s unto me ifI preach not 
the Golpel : Atl which they ſeverally anſwer'd 
and made good in an eminent and very exemplary 
Mauner. The learned and religions Dr. Jobn Rat- 
golds was {Oo very careful to redeem the Time, that 
when the Heads of the Houſes in Oxford came to vi- 
fit him in his laſt Sickneſs, which he had contratt- 
ed merely by exceſſive Pains in his Study (whereby 
he brought his Body to be a very Sceleton) and ear- 
neſtly perſwaded him that he would not ['v] /oſe 
the Subjt ance for the Accidents, not loſe his Lite for 
Learning : He ſmiling an{wered with thoſe excel- 
lent Wards of the Prince of Satyrills, [w] That 
to ſave bis Life, he would not loſe the Ends of living. 
| may well apply to [e] theſe Worthres thoſe words 
of A Kemps, [x] Theſe are rhgen for an Example to 
all pious Perſons, and ſhould be more powerful to pro- 
voke us to profit well, than a number + lazy lukewarm 
Perſons to draw us to Slacknef and Remiſnef, Let us 
follow theſe fair and bright Exemplars, in the 
main of their rendency to teach us to live ſer- 
viceably to God, and uſefully and profitably to our 
ſclves and others. 

We have hitherto been mgentium Exemplorum 
parvi Imitatores (to uſe Salvian's Exprellion) ſmall 
[mitators of great Exatnples. O how ſhore do we 
come of many of the eminent Saints and faithful 
Servants of God, who redeemed their Time, and 

lerved 


—_—_—_—_— 


[v] Perdere [ub/14 rt1am propter accidents, 

[w] Nec propter vit.am viverar perdere cauſes, 
Juy, fat. $. 

ſe] Reade the Lives of Mr, Joſe;h Ailcin, and Mr, John 
Janeway, 

[ x} Darts (ont im exemplam omnibug Reliviſer ; f plus pro - 
vocare nos debent ad ecne prefi tendum, quan tepidorum nume- 
rus 4d relutx andura. T.akempis, 1. 1,C. 18-0. 4. 
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ſerved their Generation by the Will of God, in for- 
mer Ages Yea, may not our own perſonal Know- 
ledg, and particular Obſervation of the Labour and 
Diligence, Improvement and Growth of other Chri- 
ſtians, put our ſelves to the bluſh ? Many that have 
liv'd in the ſame Times and Places, in the ſame Pa- 
Tiſhes and Families with our ſelves; Many that have 
{ate under the ſame Ordinances, enjoyed no better 
Means, received no greater _ than our ſelves, 
have yet ſurpalled and excell'4 w in thegracions 
Frame of their Hearts, out-ſtrip'd and out-ſhined 
us in the Holineſs and Exemplarineſs of their Lives. 
To what a pitch are others gotten ? to what an 
beight have they arriv'd and attain'd ? What right 
apprehenſions have they gotten of the Nature of 
God, and Undertaking of Chriſt, for the promoting 
of Holinef ? What a good Underſtanding of the 
Word of God ? What Inſight into the various Pro- 
vidences of God ? What warm and good Aﬀettions, 
ſuited to true Notions of Things ? How have they 
proceeded in Knowledg, grown in Grace, profited 
in Experience, increaſed in Strength, abounded in 
Comfort ? What Power have they gotten over 
their Corruptions, what Strengthagainſt Tempta- 
tions ? What Government of their Senſes ? What 
Command of their Paſſions ? What Freedom 
and Enlargement, and Delight in Duties ? How 
uſeful are they in their Places? How ſerviceable to 
God and their Generations ? What Evidence have 
they gotten of rhe Goodneſs of their State, of the 
Truth and Sincerity of their Love to God, and of 
the ſpecial Love and Favour of God to them ? 
What good grounds for their Hopes of Heaven 
and Happineſs ? How fit are they to live ? How 
ready and prepared to dy ? How meet to be Par- 
takers of the Inhcritance of the Saints in Light * 
Alas ! 
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Alas! how far do we fall ſhort of them, ard come 
behind them ? What Fools have we been , when 
athers have been wiſe for their own Souls ? W hen 
others ſhine as Lights, and as bright Stars in the 
World ; arenot we as 4arkas a Coal, or as dim 45 
2 Glow-worm ? Are not we, who are planted in 
the ſame Soil, drelled and cultivated with the 
fame Hand, watered with the ſame River of God, 
wetred with the ſame heavenly Dew, and refreſh- 
ed with the ſame Droppings of the Sanctuary ; 
yet notwithſtanding as barren and as uniruitful as 
may be ? when others of our Neighbours and Fel- 
low-Chriitians do bear not only Leaves, but Fran ; 
bring forth Frau in due Seaſon, Fruu meet for the 
Dreſſer, much Fruit, Fruit which will abound totheir 
own account, We have been brought up in the ſame 
Houſe, we have ſuck*d at the ſame Breaſts, and 
fare at the ſame Table ; We have eaten the ſame 
Milk, the ſame Meat ; But we have not grown 
the ſincere Milk of the Word, we have not relliſh'd 
and concotted the ſpiritual Food of our Souls as 
others have done : The Word of God's Grace has 
not been ſweet unto our Talte, as it has been to 
others ; We have not dein*d it, delighted in it, 
and received it in the Love of it, as others have 
done ; and therefore we have not protited by the 
Word,we have nor been nourtihed ard itrengthen- 
ed by it, as others have been, Oh how much 
Leannefs may be found in our Souls, when others 
are thriving and well-lik;zg in the Eye of God and 
good Men ? Others have excelPd and exceeded us : 
Our Fciiow-Chriltians have out-ſhot us, out-grown 
us, out-run us, out-done us. 
Themiſtocles profeiled he could not [_a] ſleep for 
think- 


[4] Frm ws z2%vd ery hurry 5% £1 70 MiAnddls Teg muy. 
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thinking of the Trophies of Afiltiades : And 
when Falius Ceſar was employed in Sparr in the 
Office of a Qx«ſtor , or Judg 1n matters of Lay, 
and coming to Cales beheld there the Image or 
Portraiture of Alexander the Great 1n the Temple 
of Hercules, [ y] he was aſbam'd to think of his 
own Sloth, and ſighed to conlider, that as yet he 
had perform'd no memorable Act at thoſe Tears 
wherein Alexander had conquered the whole World : 
and preſently craved leave to depart, that ſo he 
might take the firit Occalions of greater Actions 
in the City. So when we ſee «and conlider what 
others have atted at our Tears, how others have done 
more good to their own Souls, more good to the 
Souls of their Relations, more ſpiritual good in 
their Families and Places of abode ; have conquer'd 
their own Paſſions , ſubdued "Temptations and 
Lulſts, and been the means of bringing others into 
Subjection and Obedience to the Lord Chrilt ; it 
may cauſe a more than ordinary Bluſh to ariſe in 
our Faces, if there be any Chriſtian Blood 1n them. 

O let others conſiderable Improvement and Pro- 
ficiency quite ſhame #5 out of our Idleneſs, Negli- 
gence and Indiligence z and quicken and provoke us 
to Activity and Induſtry, in working the Work of 
God, and working out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, 

T he fourth Motrve. 

Conſider farther, That it is an Att of ſpiritual 
Wiſdom to redecm the Time, Redecming the Time 
is cailed a * walking in Wiſdom ;, a walking t not as 
Fools, 


4 } | lngemuit JJ gu ifs þe YE [14 IONAVI4N uam, 90 { nihil 
dum aſe imcmorabile at ffs 1 atate quy jam Hl: xander 
orbem terrarum ſutegiſſet, mijjiontm «continu effiagntrvat, ad 
(apt andas gue H primnn WIA JOT 10794 TC) 11 orCaſi wii in ire, 
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Fools , but as Wiſe, in the Verſe before my Text. 
they are commended for * wiſe Virgins, who took 
Oll in their Vellels with their Lamps. 

And on the contrary, it is meer Madneſi, and 
groſs Folly ,, not to redeem the Time. They are no- 
ted for 1 fooliſh Virgins, who took their Lamps, and 
took »o Oil with them. ?Tis, Folly for a Merchant 
to trifle away the Time of his Trade. Solomon marks 
him for a || Fool, who has 4 Price in his Hand to get 
Wiſdom, and has no heart uo uſe it. 

What an odd and fooliſh Humour, what a weak 
and childiſh Carriage and' Behaviour, what a vain 
and fruitleſs Practice and Employment was that 
of the Emperour [4] Domitian, to ſpend ſo ma- 
ny Hours in catching and king Flies, when he 
ſhould have been in the Senate-Houſe, conſulting 
for the good of the Commonwealth ? Which occalio- 
ned Vihums Criſps, when a certain Perſon asked 
whether any one were within with Ceſar ? to re- 
turn this ſmart Anſwer, There i not ſo much as a 
Fly with him. 

And how has the World ſcorr?d and laughed at 
[b] Caligula? who when he drew out his Army on 
the Sea-thore, and made a Shew of War, on a ſud- 
dain he only commanded his Souldiers to gather a 
company of Cockle-Shells, and to fill their Shields 


and Boſoms with them ; affirming that they were 
the 


* Mart. 25.4. | Verſe 3- || Prov. 17. 16. | 
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imperavit : Spolia Oceans vecuns, Capitalia Valatinqme debit a- 
19, in vit. Caiigulr, $ 46. 

» 


254 Redemption of Time *-* 


the Spoils of the Sea, and were due to the Capiret 
and Palace, So how contemptible in the Eyes of 
God and good Men do many Chriitians render 
themſelves , by their royſn tritling Actions, and 
petry inconliderable Employments, who were ſeat 
into the World about matters and Buſwmeſſes of che 
greateſt weight and moment ? 

. When a certain [c] Epicure made his Will, he 
b2queathed to his Player, to his Cook, to his Feſter, 
Talents ard Pounds, but Philoſopho obolum, an Ha'f- 
perny only to him chat would have taught him Wi/- 
aom. And is not the Diltribution ot molt Mens 
Time much after the ſame abſurd Meaſure, and foo- 
t/h proportion ? What” vaſt Portions of the rich 
Treaſure of Time do they give and ailow to fen- 
ſaal Pleaſures and carnal Delights, and freely be- 
fſtow ard laviſh out upon ſecular Aﬀairs and world- 
ly Employments ? But i; they part with any at al, 
alas how few Minutes, how very ſmall and poor a 
pirrance of Time 1s 1t, that they tind in their Hearts 
to ſpare in a Day, a Week, a Month, a Year, yea, 
ina whole Life-time, to God and Religion, and 
the Needs and Concerus of their own Souls ? 

1he Reverend [4] Bp. Foſeph Hall relates a ves 
ry remarkable Story out of [e] Bromiard, of a CCr- 
tain L:rd in his Time that had a Fool in his Houſe, 
to whom the Lerd gave a Staff, and charg'd him 
t9 keep it till he ſhould meet with one that was more 
Fool than himſelf; and it he met with ſuch an one, 
to deliver it over to him. Not many Years after 
this Lord falling ſick even unto Death, his Foo! came 
to 


” Ur. Lightfout, {:rm. on Pſisl, 4. 4+ p+ 20: 

4 | Bp. Hall's izemains, ur , Shaking ot the Olive-tree, Serm. 
en1Per, 1.19.P. 226, 

[e] Summa Uredicantium. 
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to ſee um, and was.told by his ſick Lord that he 
muſt now ſhortly leave him : And whither wilt 
thou go ſaid the Fool ? Into another World, ſaid 
his Lora: And when wilt thou come again ? with- 
maMonth ? No: Within a Year? No: When 
then ? Never : Never? And what Proviſion halt 
thou made tor thy Entertainment there whither 
thou goeſt ? None at all: No, ſaid the Fool, none 
atall f Here, take my Staff : Art thon going away 
tor ever, and hait taken no order nor care how 
thou ſhalt ſpeed in that other World whence thou 
ſhalt never return ? Take my Staff, for 1 am not gud- 
ty of any ſuch tolly as this, 

And truly they that here negleft to provide for 
bereafter, to lay up a durable Treaſure in Heaven, 
to make ſure of a Building of God, an Houſe not 
made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens ; of an 
Inheritance incorruptible, and undehled, and that 
fadeth not away, reſerved in the Heavens ; ſhall 
certainly be branded and upbraided for their Folly 
to all Ecernity. 

What Folly is it to count the one thing needful 
the only needleſs thing * What Folly and Madnef 
to part with Heaven for uncertain Riches, and 
corruptible Wealth, or a few merry Hours here 
on Earth ? 

What a ſhameful Folly is it, when the * Stork, in 
the Heaven knoweth her appointed Times, and the Tur- 
tle, and the Crane, and the Swallow obſerve the Time 
of their coming ;, for Men and Chriitians not to diſ- 
cern and underſtand the gracious Seato;'s and ſpe- 
cial Opportunities of their particular j2uties ? 

What grand and groſs Folly is it,tor Men to _ 

ut 
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but one Life's Time of neceſſary Preparation for e- 
ternal Life, and to live and dy in a total, wiltul, 
deſperate Neglect of it ? 

Yea, to have but one ſmall part of Time to do all 
that ever they can do for their own and others e- 
ternal Weal,and to ſpend this {zrrle Portzon of Time 
In szcreaſing their own and others Sins, and in de- 
ſtroying their own and others Souls ! What pro- 
digious, ſtupendious Fellyis it, to be weary of that 
which flies away too faſt, and cannot be recall'd ; 
and to uſe Arts and Devices to paſs that Time a- 
way in Yaniy, which can only be ſpent profitably 
and comfortably in a daily diligent Proviſion tor 
Eternity ? What abſurd and ridiculous Folly is it 
(a very heathen [e] Philoſopher being Judg in the 
Caſe) for Men to be ſo far from ſuffering others to 
poſſeſs themſelves of their Manours or Farms , or inthe 
leaſt to encroach and gain upon their Bounas ;, and yet 
to permit them to enter upon their Time, nay themſelves 
to indutt them into the Poſſeſſwn of it ? For thoſe that 
are ſo wary, as never to drvide their Monty among a- 
ny , yet to be ſo ready to diſtribute their Time to ſo very 
many? For thoſe that are very ſtrait and hard m 
keeping of their Patrimony, when once it comes to the 
ſpending of their Time to be extreamly laviſh and [f } 
w.:ſtefu! of that,of which only we can be honeſtly covetous? 

Once more, What miſerable unhappy Folly 
1s it in the moſt of Men, to throw away their Time 
ſlightly and careleſsly , profuſely and prodigally, 
and yet to be smpatrently troubled, and even dilſtract- 
ed and tormented when all is gone? Which aptly 
leads me to the fifth Motive. 

The 
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The fifth Motive. 


Conſider moreover, that if mow thou loſeit and 
ſquandereſt away thy T ime,thou wilt at laſt be forced thy 
ſelf to condemn thy fooliſh Negligence , and tojuſtify 
the Care and Diligence of others , that were wiſer for 
their own Souls than thy ſelf ;, though here thou did(F 
__ but jeer and deride them, ſcorn and ſcoff at 
them, 

As Dionyſims on his Death-bed, when he heard 
Thales diſcourſing notably abour the Nature ard 
Excellency of Moral Philoſophy, [a] curſed his 
Pastimes , Sports and Pleaſures that had taken him 
off and diverted him from the Study of fo worthy a 
Subject ; So will careleſs Sinners and looſe Livers, 
when Death approaches, and Conſcience accuſes, 
loudly exclaim againit all their fooliſh ſenſual De+ 
lights, which turn'd off their Minds trom weightier 
Matters, and hindred the'r Acquaintance with bet- 
ter Things, and the:r living to higher and nobler 
Purpoles in the World. 

The Heathen AMoraliſt could obſerve thus much, 
That Perſons prodigal of their Timeat preſent, at 
Liſt [6] cry out upon themſelves tor Fools,that they 
have not liv'd any part ofthe Time they have been 
in the World. 

And it is a notable Place, and remarkable Paſ- 
ſage to this purpoſe, which we find in the fifth 
Chapter of the Book of Wiſdom, the third and 
fourth Verles ; They repenting and groatuung for an» 

5 
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guiſh of Spirit, ſhall ſay within themſelves, This was he 


whom we had ſometimes in derifion, aud a Proverb of 


reproach, We Fools accounted his Life Madneſs, and 
bis end to be without Honour. How 1s he numbred a- 
mong the Children of God, and his Lot is among the 
Saints ? And in the ſeventh and eighth Verſes ; 
We wearied our ſelves in the way of Wickeaneſ, and 
Deſtruttion : — — But as for the way of the 
Zord, we bave not known it, What hath Pride profi- 
ted us? or what good hath Riches with our vaunting 
brought us ? 

"Tis therefore a ſeaſonable good Premonition that 
is gtven by a pious Perſon, ['c] When thy laſt How 
ſhall draw near, thou wilt then begin to have quite 
other ſentiments, and vaſtly different Apprehenſions 
of thy whole Life pat , and wilt grieve and mourn 
exceeding ly that thou haſt continually been ſo remiſs and 
negligent, 

When you come to die, you will be ready to cry 
out with Creſus, Solon, Solon, who had before time 
taught him of Blefſſedneſs without regard : You will 
then be apt in like manner to ſay, Such and ſuch s 
Aunifter did frequently and faithfully tell me my 
Duty and my Danger ; S«chand ſuch a Friend dealt 
plainly with me, and well advis'd and connſel'd 
me ; but, Foo! that I was, I would hear no Inſtruc- 
tion, I would receive no Admonition, I would bear 
no Reproof, I would take no warning. 

How ſtrangely will you ſhortly be aſtoniſdat the 
impartial Keview of your unexcuſable 1ll-husbandry 
of all the Time in this World allotted you ? What 
wounding, heart-renting, revengeful Self-refleitions 

| wIll 
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will you ſuffer ? What paſſionate violent Rage a- 
gainſt your ſelves will you be forced to feel within 
your ſelves ? What bitter Anguiſh, and deſerare 
Horrour will you unavoidably and irreſiſtibly fall 
under, when you ſadly recount, and too late remem- 
ber, how inconſiderately and unwarlly, loolly and 
yainly you have paſſed your Time, and ſpent your 
Years here on Earth; what golden Seaſons of 
Grace you haveloſt ; and teri\and diſhonour'd, 
and abuſed all that would not act the Parts of Fools 
and ad-men, like your ſelves ? When you have 
utterly loſt, and fully and finally xndone your ſelves, 
with what Gripes and Groans will you then look, back, 
up2n all the Means and Mercies, Helpz and Aflif- 
tances, Opportunitics and Advantages which 
here you enjoyed, but ſlighted and wundervaiutay 
dream'd, and fooPd, played, and ſinned away ; 
being only concern*d for things of nought, and bu- 
ſy in doing worſe than nothing ? What apain and 
torture will it be to conlider, that when you know 
you have had ſufficient Diſcretion and excceding 
Care, Prudence and Providence enough, and 
more than enough, in other Matters, you ſhould 
be dull and liſtlefs, fluggiſh and- ſottiſh, wanting 
and defective in the only commendable neceſſary point 
of Wiſdome ? A Man's falling out with himſelf tor 
ever, the ſharp Rebukes and cutting Upbraidings 
ofa Man's own Conſcience, and Self-condemnation 
for former Folly and Madneſs, will certainly be no 
ſmall part of the dreadful intolerable Torments of 
Hell. 


The ſixth Motive. 


Sixthly and laſtly ; Conſider once more ; That 
ao what we can to redeem our Time, we ſhall never re- 


» 
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pent at laſt of any Care we have had to redeem it ;, but 
(hall certainly blame and find fault with our ſelves for 
being ſo careleſs of our Time, ſo negligent of good Oppor. 
tunities 4s we have been. 

i. Good Men do often in their Life-time con- 
feſs and condemn their Loſs and Negleit of their preciow 
T ime, 

That it was ſo long before they began to re- 
deem it. St. Auſtin very much laments his coming 
in to Chriſt no ſooner. [4] ?Twas late, Lord, be- 
fore I kyew thee, the true Light, (ſays he) alas! 1 
knew thee but late, 

And that they have redeem'd it no better, ſince 
firſt they went about it. The devout St. Bernard, 
who was ſo rarcly pious a Perſon, and ſo continy- 
ally given to divine Meditation, yet bewails moſt 
ſadly, and complains molt pallionately of his ſpt- 
TItuil Backwardneſs and Uuproficiency : [6b] O ny 
God, my whole Life makes me afraid, ſays he, for if 
T diligently examine it, that which appears to me in it 
either Sin or Barrenneſs. And again ;, I cumber the 
Ground 4s a barren Tree, ſays he, and as a baſe Beaſt 
I waſte and conſume more than I profit. I am aſham'd 
to live, becauſe I profit ſolittle, and I'm afraid to dy, 


f- 
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[4] Serq te cognov lumen verum, ſcro te COgNOVeI. == V2 Ye 
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becauſe I am unprovided. Era{mws proftelled concer- 
ning himſelf, [47] They accuſe me for doing too mich, 
but my own Conſcience accuſes me for doing too little, and 
being. too ſlow, It is [e] reported of Mr. Samuel 
Crook, , that whenſoever his Preaching-day hap- 
pen'd upon Fanwar. 17. (which was his Birth-day) 
he ſt1!] noted his Years compleat , with this Pe- 
nitential Epiphorema,s ©t05 iNowaÞr7t pact TH) dpaarps 
To\&, God be mercitul tome a Sinner. 

An Eminent Divine of our own, yet living, who 
has laboured [f] more abandantly than the molt 
of his Brethren in the Miniitry, yet exprelles him- 
ſelf in ſuch humble Self-refle:tinns as theſe ; For 
[ 27] my own part, ſays he, though I have long I12*d in 
a ſenſe of the Preciouſneſs of Time, and have not been 
wholly idle in the World ;, yet when I have the dvepcſt 
Thouzhts of the great cverlaſting Conſequents of ny 
Work,, and of the Uncertainty and Shortnef of niy T ime, 
I am even amazed to think, that my Heart can be ſs 
ſlow and ſenſeleſs, as to do no more in ſueh acaſe. The 
Lord knows, and my accuſing wounded Conſcien e 
knows, that my Slothfulneſs is ſo much my ſhame and ad- 
miration, that 1 am aſtomſhed to think, that my Reſolzt- 
tions are no ſtronger, my Aﬀettions no livelier, and ny 
Labour and Diligence no greater, when God 15 the Con:- 
mander, and his Love the Encourager, and his Wrath 
the Spur, and Heaven or Hell muſt be the Iſſue. ——— 
Let who will beak, againſt ſuch a Life, it ſhall ve viy d.ui- 
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ly grief and moan, that ] am ſo dull, and do ſo little, 
And 1n another [h] Diſcourſe he makes this free 
and open acknowledgment ; For my ſelf, fays 
he, as I am aſhamed of my dull and careleſs Heart, 
and of my ſlow and unprofitable courſe of Life ;, ſo 
the Lord knows, 1 am aſhamed of every Sermon that 
I preach: When I think, what I have been ſpeak: 
ing of , and who ſent me , and that Mens Salva+ 
tron or Damnation u ſo much concerned in it ;, I 
am ready to tremble , leſt God ſhould judg me as 
a Slighter of bis Truth, and the Souls of Men, 
and leſt in the beſk Sermon I ſhould be guilty of thewr 
Blood. 

The Trees of Righteouſneſs are apprehenſive of 
their own Vnfruitfulneſs, troubled at it, mourn uns 
derit, and uſe themſelves to ſuch holy Breathings as 
that of [_;] Mr, Herbert, 


O that I were an Orange-trec, 
T hat buſy Plant ! 
Then ſhould I ever laden be, 
And never want 
Some Fruit for him that dri ſſed me, 


Serious, conſiderative Chriſtians do blame them- 
ſelves for their Loſs of Time even in their Life-time * 
Bur, 

2. They are eſpectally ſenſible of it, and exceeding- 
ly aſhamed of trempelycs for ut art rnceer Death. 


They 
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They that have been the moſt buſy ſtirring 
Chriſtians all their Zife-tieme , when they come 
to die do repent of their Lalineſs, 6/#ſh to think 
of their ſpiritual Slochfulneſs, bewail and la- 
ment their Careleſneſs and Negligence. "They 
that have been the Wonders of the World tor 
Strictneſs and Preciſeneſs , Singularity and Seve- 
rity of holy Living; that have been admired 
for their Uſefulneſs, Induſtry, Diligence and 
Attivity, yet when they lay a dying , have con- 
demned themſelves, cenſured their paſt Lives, 
and earneſtly wiſhed, O ! that they had been a thou- 
ſand times more holy and religious , more pain- 
ful and laborious for God, and their own and 
others Souls. Melchior Adam relates in [k_] thc 
Life of the Learned and holy Theodore Beza, 
that when he was very aged, and plainly per- 
ceived his approaching End, he often uſed that 
Saying of St. Auſtin , Diu wvixi, aus pecearie [ 
have lived long, I have ſinned long. The ex- 
cellent and uſeful Philsp de Mornay, in his laſt 
Sicknels ſaid to the Miniſter that atliſted him, 
[1] I have a great Account to make , having Yecet- 
ved much , and profited little. So the painfal and 
pious Dr. Robert Harris , when a Friend told him 
in his Sickneſs, Sir, you may take much com- 
fort in your Labours, you have done much good : 
S 4 His 


— — 


(+ ] Pap. 235. | 
[| In his Life centrafted and tranſlated out of French 
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His Anſwer wasz [m] Oh! I am an unprofitable 
Servant, | have not done any thing for God as | 
ought : Loſs of Tyme ſits heavy upon my Spirit : 
Work, work, apace Aſſure your ſelves nothing will 
more trouble you when you come to dy, than that you 
have done no more for God, who has done ſo much 
for you. Yea, the Reverend and holy Bp. Uſber, 
a molt laborious and ſedulqus Servant of God, 
a Prodigy of Induſtry, a Perſon that never was 
known to loſe an Hour, but was ever employ- 
ed in his Malter*s Bulineſs,' either praying, 
preaching , ſtudying , writing, reading , or hear- 
ing others reade to him ; - either reſolving of 
Doubts, or exhorting , inſtruting , giving 
good , wholſome and holy Counſel to ſuch 
gs came to vilit him : yet (as [»] Dr. Bernard re- 
Jates1n his Lite) the very laſt Words that ever he 
was heard to utter in praying for Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, were theſe; But, Lord, in ſpecial forgive my 
Sms of Omiſſion. 

If the choiceſ Saints on Earth, the faithfulleſt 
Servants of God in the World , who have ſur- 
palled and tranſcended us by many Degrees, do 
cloſe and end their Lives with an humble Con- 
fellion, and earneſt Petition for Forgiveneſs and 
Pardon of their Sins of Omiſſioz ;, Surely then we 
have reaſon to conclude, that we owr ſelves, do 
what we can, ſhall repent at laſt of doing roo little, 
and not repent and complain of having done too 
MIC), 

And if thoſe that have wel redeem'd their Time 
complain, eſpecially at the Hour of Death, that they 

have 
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have loſt too much of it ; What a caſe then will the 
careleſs negligent World be in, when their ſleepy 
Conſciences {hall be rouſed and awakened, and 
they be haſtened and hurried ont of this World, 
and their Souls and Bodies ſhall be juſt a parting, 
and they ſhall look behind them upon an idle, looſe 
and lazy Life, and look before them upon a dreadful, 
horrible, terrible Judgment ? 


I have done with the Motzves to preſs you to the 
Duty © In the next place I ſhall give you ſome Dz- 
rettions, which may be ſo many Meansto help you 
to regain the Time, and redeem the Opportunity, 
Take theſe rwelve following. 
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Diretion ( I,) I f ever we would redeem the Time, we ly 
muſt endeavour to be throughly convinced of the great an 
value and real worth of Time ; In reſpett of the u] 
Price paid for it : In regard of the ule and end to be 
which it ſerves : Conſidering what precious in 


Thoughts the more improved Heathens had of 7 
Time : And what damned Spirits, and dying Per- | 
ſons who have not made their Peace with God, think, e 
of Time. Direct. (2.) If we would well redeem y 
rhe Time, we muſt often examine our ſelves, and t 
call our ſelves to a ſerious ſtrith Account for the j 
ſpending of our Time. This was the Precept of Py- ( 
thagoras , and Cicero z and the Prattice of Sexti- | 
us, Seneca, and Titus Veſpaſian. Dirett. ( 3.) 
That we may rightly redeem our Time, let Conſct 
ence have ſome Authority with #s, and procure 
ſome reverence from us, Stand much in aw of thy 
own Conſcience, which will either acquit and abſolve 
thee, or ſurely judg and condemn thee, DireCt.(4.) 
If ever we would redeem the Time, we muſt live and 
at, and do every thing as in the \1ght and preſence, 
and under the cyc and inſpettion of God. The ap- 
prehenſion of God's all-ſeeing, all-ſearching Eye, wall 
be of excellent Uſe and Advantage tous at 4 times 
eſpecially , 1. Actually conſider that God ſees you, 
when you ordinarily viſit one another , and at any 
time tealt and make merry together, 2, When Buy- 
ing or Selling, remember you are manifeit in God's 
Stcht, that God ſtands by and ſees your dealings, 
3- Conſider this in your ſecret Retirements, and 
your 


w IE 
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w private Families. 4. Whenever we come to 
the publick Worſhip of God, let ws ſeriouſly conſi- 
der , that we ſtand in his Preſence, and are in his 
eye, Direct. (.5.) That we may wiſely redeem the 
Time, let”s be ſure to propound a good end to our 
ſelves in all our Atzons :;, and do nothing deliberate- 
ly , but what we can ſafely and freely , warrantably 
and comfortably ask,God”s Aſſiſtance in, and Blelling 
upon, when we go about it, Direct. ( 6.) We muit 
be ſure to give our ſelves to Prayer, 4s a ſpecial way 
in which, and principal means and helpby which we 
may redeem andimprove our T ime aright. And here 
1. Be careful tokgep up ſet and (tated times of Pray- 
er : of ſecret Prayer, and Family- Prayer. 2. Be 
ready to betake thy ſelf to Prayer, upon ſpecial, ex- 
traordinary , emergent Occaſions. 3. Uſe thy 
ſelf ro vfrequent , ſuddain, ecjaculatory Prayers ro 
God. Thists the Priviledg of Ejaculation, that zt 
's a gaining of Time for the Exerciſe of Religion, 
without any prejudice or hindrance to your Calling. 
Direct. (7.) We muſt ſet our ſelves to the frequent 
ailigent reading, and ſerious ftudying of the ſacred 
Scriptures. For 1. This is a gaining and maki's 
advantage of all that Time palt which the Scriptiire 
groes us the Hiſtory aid Account of. 2, Our read- 
ing the holy Bocks of Scripture, is a well improving 
the preſent time that 15 imployed in this religions 
Duty * for, *its an honouring of God ;,, and a 
means of. attaining divine Knowledg, heavenly 
Grace, and ſfiritua! Comiort. 3. It 1 moreover 
A MCOANS 21d nelp to th: V4 ht redeeming of our I ime 
for the tuture. Direct, ( 8.) If we would effect nal- 
ly redeem tye T ime,, we must gxve oar clues tofre- 
quent and ſer;ors Meditation, Sect ſome I une apait 
for this.Duty, T imnkof the 4 laſt things eſpecially ; 
i, Of Death ; of the Day of thy own particular 
Death, 
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Death, and of the Time of the General Diſſolution 
of this World. 2. Of the Day of Judgment. 4. Of 
the Foys of Heaven, 4. Of the Torments of Hell, 
Direct. (g.,) If you would redeem the Time, you 
muſt labour to ſpiritualize even your ordinary 
worldly Employments ; and muſt take care that 
yoxr natural, as well as civil, Attions partake of 
Religion. Dire:t, (10.) If we would wiſely re. 
deem the Time, we must make a good Choice of our 
Friends and Acquaintance, and a good Improve- 
ment of our Company and Society with them, Di- 
rect. ( 11.) We muſt remember and conſider, per- 
form and anſwer our ſolemn Sacramental Yows, and 
Sick-bed- Promiſes and Reſolutions, Direct. ( 12. ) 
Laſtly; If we would redeem the Time, we muſt not 
give way to any Delay, but ſtrengthen and ſettle our 
Reſolution againſt any farther procraſtination. 


The Firſt Direttion. 


F ever we would redeem the Time, we mult 

endeavour to be throughly convincedof the great 
Value, and real Worthof Time. Conſider, 

1. Howprec1ows Time is in reſpect of the Price 
paid for it : That our Time was bought into our 
Hands, not with corruptible Things , as Silver and 
Gold, but nith the precious Blood of Chriſt : for, 
we had forfeited our very Lives z and ſpace for 
Repentance 1s the Fruit of the Death of Chrilt. 
Conlider, 

2, How precious Time 1s in regard of the UVſe 
and End to which it ſerves : how Time bringerh 
Advantages with it, for the compaſling of the 
greateſt Undertakings, and for the perfeCting of 
thoſe that are moſt imperfet. Time 18 not an'empty 
Duration : God hath filled Time with Helps to Erer- 
aiys 
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vity, and with Means ſufficient to know him the on- 
ly true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, whom 
to know 1s Life eternal, Conſider, 

3. What precious Thoughts the more improved Hea- 
thens had of Time. [a] Pliny ſeeing his Nephew 
walk for his Pleaſure, called to him, and laid, 
You might have found ſomewhat elſe to do, you 
needed not have loſt your Howrs thus, It isthe Com- 
mendation given by elian of the old Lacedsmoni- 
ans, that they [6b] were exceeding frugal and par- 
ſimonious of their Time, taking care to employ it in 
ſerious urgent Bulinelles, not allowing or permit- 
ting any Citizen to waſte and conſume it in ldleneſs 
and Sloth ; or vainly to throw it away, by ſpend- 
ing it on ſuch Things as d1d not at all appear to 
munilſter to any Vertue: For a Teſtimony of which 
the Hiſtorian gives this Inſtance ;, That when it was 
told the Ephori, that the People of Decelia did uſe 
to walk in the Afternoons 3 thole vigilant, diligent 
Magiſtrates preſently fent to them, to prolubir 
their cuſtomary Walking meerly to take their 
Pleaſure : For they reckon'd, [c] it became the 
Lacedemonians to get and prelerve good Health, 
not by taking ſuch idle Recreations , but by giving 
themſelves to tome protitable Exerciſes, which 
might train and fit them for publick Uſe and Ser- 
vice. Were they ſo rchrifty only for the Profit and 
Commodity of their City ? And ſhall not we make 
much of our Time, be ſparmg and ſaving of our 
Hours, that we may employ them in the Worſhip 

and 
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and Service, to the Honour and Glory of our 
God ; for the Safery and Welfare of our immortal 
Souls, and the ſecuring to our ſelves a celeſtial Ci- 
ty , and an heavenly Country ? The judicious Plu- 
tarch acknowledges, that [4] Time ts of all the moſt 
coſtly Expence. The conlidering and underſtanding 
Seneca Was more ſeniible than many of the Worth 
of Time ; had himſelf appretiating Thoughts of 
It, and reproves the common Sort of Men for 
their great Ignorance of the Preciouſneſs and Uſe- 
fulnels of it. 1 am apt to wonder, ſays he, when I 
hear ſome Men ak,others to ſpend their Time, and be- 
{tow their Hours on them ; and obſerve thoſe that 
are thus 458d to be ſo eaſy to part with theis Time to 
them : [e]PTis ad 45 a very ſmall matter, and gi- 
ven away 4s if it were worth nothing : Men plainly play 
with the moſt precious Thing that is But ths decerves 
them, ſays he, That Time 1s an incorporeal Thing, and 
cannot be perceived with bodily Eyes, and 1s there- 
fore made of little reckguing, or no account with them. 
And in his firſt Epiltle he thus complains to his 
Friend Lucilins ;, [ f ] Where will you find me a Man, 
lays he, that ſets a due Price, a right and true Eſti- 
ma'e and Value upon his Time ? 

Molt Men are careful ofan Hour-Claf, but carc- 
leſs of their Hours. Men throw away their Time, 
becauſe they have mean and low Thoughts of it : 
They know not the Worth of this Fewel, and 
therefore they are eaſily cheated of it, and are 
ready t9 part with it upon the cheapeſt rerms. 

Many 
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[4] Tevminigumy dvd huue vLorOr. Put, 
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Many Chriſtians may learn of ſome of the wi- 
ſeſt Heathens not to make light of their pre- 
cious Hours, but to value their Time at an higher 
Rate. 

4- Let thoſe that yet have Time in their hands, 
learn to prize it, by conſidering, how thoſe that 
want it judg of it, They that have quite lot their 
Time, Oh ! what would they give to redeem it ? 
Men too commonly little think that Time is of any 
great Value : Iam ſure the molt of - us live as if we 
did not believe ſo. But I pray conſider, what 
damned Spirits, and dying Perſons, who have 
not made their peace with God, think of Time. 
Conliider, 

(1.) What precious Thoughts loſt damned Souls have 
of Time, who ſuffer ſuch extremity of Miſery for 
llighting and abuiing it. What would nor they 
give , if it were poſlible, for our Time and Oppor- 
tunities, and thoſe Seaſons of Grace which we cn- 
joy, but do not improve ; which God indulgeth to 
us, but we are not thankful for, nor caretul of ? 
What would not they offer, or yicld to, to have a 
new Price putinto their hards, to have farther ad- 
vantages of redeeming Time? Could they be ad- 
mitted to live 1n this World again, and to act here 
another Part ;, would they ever gruds to doany ſpi- 
ritual Duty ? would they ever think any religious 
Exerciſe tedious ? would they be tired at a Sermon, 
or weary of a Prayer ? would not they be willing 
to pray every Day; till they were even hoarſe a- 
gain ; to pray till their Knees were as hard as the 
Boards upon which they knceFd ? Would nor their 
Heads be Fountains of Waters , ard would not they 
be ready to weep ont their very Eyes in the Confeſli- 
on of their Sins? Could they be rcleagd ard rc- 
ſtor'd, would they be any more afra:d to relilt the 
I emp- 
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Temptations of a carnal Friend, torefuſe an en. 
ſnaring Invitation, todeny a Cup immodeſtly preſ- 
ſed, and unſeaſonably urged; to reprove a bold 
and daring Sinner, and to own and ide with God 
and Religion in any Company whatſoever ? With 
what andaunted Courage and Reſolution would they 
be forward to bear Witneſs againit the reigning 
Sins, and common Vices of the World? With 
what Force and Yilence would they endeavour to 
take the Kingdom of Heaven ? and how would 
they labour to lead others into, and to help them 
on in the Way to Heaven ? How would they ſpeak 
with yearning Bowels of tendereſt Compaliions to 
the Souls of their ſinful Friends and Relations, and 
ſeek the Conviction, Converlion, and Salvation 
of the ſenſual, worldly, careleſs, ungodly Neigh- 
bourhood round about them ? How would every 
Word that proceeded out of their Mouths be Heart- 
deep ? How patiently would they continue in well 
doing, to make ſure of an cndlels glorious Happi- 
neſs ! And how contentedly would they endure, 
and cheerfully ſuffer any thing here, to eſcape 
the intolerable eternal Torments of Hell , and 
to fly from the Wrath to come ? Conſider fur- 
ther , 

(2-) What high and preciow Thoughts a dying 
Han, who has not made hu: Peace with God, has of 
Time ? 

The fore-mentioned raiſed Philoſopher well ob- 
ſerves the different Judgments and Aﬀeitions of Men, 
in the courſe of a pleaſurable Life, and under 
apprehenſions of the Nearneſs of Death. When 
ſen think they have Time enough, they have no 
regard of Time, but are extreamly prodigal of 

it : 
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\ en. | it: [.g] But look on theſe Men when they are ſich, ſays 


preſ- he ; If they appear in any danger of Death, you ; ſhall 
bold find them courting and crouching to Phyſicians, and bow- 


God ing down to their very Knees, begging the Uſe of | 
Vith their Art and Skill, to prolong their Dates, and | 
they lengthen out their Lives. Or it they fear they ſhall | 
ning ſutter- capital Puniſhment ,* you ſhall fee them 

Vith ready to lay out all to fave their Lives. But 

r to if, as the Number of every ones palt Years 

2uld may be reckoned, ſo, the Number of thoſe that 

hem are to come could be aſlign'd, [7 How would they 

\cak tremble , ſaies he , that ſhould fee but a few re- 

to maining,, and how apt would they be to be ſparing of 

and them £ 

-i0N Surely they , that have all their Lives made it 

gh- their Buſineſs to drive away their Time, would 

cry at their Deaths give all the World to redeem it. 

wt- What would the dying Huſband give ior Time 

vell to ſpend more ſpi:itually with his Wite ? the 

Pi- dying Wife for '1 ime to ſpend more holily with | 


her Husband ? the dying Maſter, for Time to | 
ſpend more godlily with his Fanuly ? the dymng 

rd Parent , for Time to ſpend in a more religious 

Inſtitution , and conſcientions Education of his 

| Children ? a dying Neighbour, for Time to ſpend 

in more profitable Converſe with thoſe about him ? 

of Would he intend to ſpend his Time, it he could 

4 live longer, in tempting his Neighbour to the 

b- Tavern or Alc houſe, to dri :king, or gaming, or 

the like ? 


b 

n, 
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If Gcd would but lengthen out fuch a Perſon's 
Dates, ard atiord him bat a little more Space to a- 
mend his Life, ard to lay hold on eternal Life , 
he would thankfuliy accept of it upon the hardzf 
Congitions : He would be content to be the pooreſt 
Beggar in the Street, ard to live a mean and out- 
wardly miſerable Lite as long as he lived. He is 
juſt now departing out of th:s World, and imme- 
diatly going to his own Place; andif Time were 
now to be redeem®d, what wculd not the molt vo- 
liptuon: Man be willing to do or ſuffer ? What would 
not the moit covetous an be ready to part with tor 
the putchaiing of it ? What would not he gzve for 
[#] that Time, which ſome of you, it may be, ſperd 
and throw away 1n D:inking, Gaming, Carding, 
Diceing, in Romances ard S: age-Plaies, in idle 
fooliſh Paitimes, in Jeering and Jeltin 1g, and Car- 
nal ſinful Merry-making ? To what excellent Uſes 
would he reſvlve to put his Hours , ii he could en- 
joy any more of them ? It God would grant him 
but one Tear of Trial more, how little would he de- 
tign to giveto the World, and the Fleſh; and 
how much to God, and Godlinelſs, and the Offices 
ard Exerciſes of pure Religion and undefiled ? How 
worfld tuch an one purpoſe and promiſe to reſilt Tem- 
ptations , to lhun a!i Occations and Appearances 
of Evil, carefully ro provide for his immortal 

Soul, 


( 4] Conſt Or da OA 11 77418 tr modg m/ttiuntur : quit fi hec ho. 
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Soul, diligently to ſtudy the ſacred —_—_— 
{trictly to obſerve the who/e Lord i-Da) ho . : 
ly to hear the Word preach'd, both zz Seaſon, _ 
out of Seaſen ;, frequently to medirate of bed 
conltantly to frame ard order his _—_— ng 
toirt ; to pray with his Family devout Aragon 
vently , morning and evening z tO m__ = 
Time every Day with God, and himſc ;& 
ſecret : to make the pureſt and preciſe!t C - 
ſtians his conſtant Facterns and Exampics z al 
for the future to tollow and imurate thole, v_ 
heretotore he hared and derided, nck;named and ab- 
ifed. 

v When once Men ly a dying, and the near Ap- 
proach of their latter End does awaken their llecpy 
ſccure Conſciznces, and make the molt ſtupid {ot- 
tiſh Sinner begin now to be truly ſexſble and Jerz0us, 
with what zltuations ard perturbations of _ 
with what anguiſh and akiugs of Heart, with W " 
Pangs ard Agonies, and teartul 1 remblings » With 
what dolctul Accci.ts, and patlionate, png 
moving, melting Exprefiions, do they +" re 
terai! their waitetul Mil-ſpzrce , and — 
Loſs of allthe Time of God's moil pat:ent [rial - 
them, and of a'l their ſpzcial goers Seaſons, _ 
rare Advantages and Opporturitics ? W hen my 
take their /eave of a'l about them, how Ls ſy 
and importunately do they exhort and urge tl em 
to be better bwsbands of their Time and I alents : 
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How pathetically and feel:agly do they REINEG 
and counſel their Children a1d Servants, Friends 
and Relations, Neighbours and Acqu1alntancez tO 
namber ther Dazes, to lead good L1Ves, tO pr id: 
the'r Health and Strength for God, and then on - 
and others Sorils ; and e:mely to prepare tor Deatn 
and Judgment ? 


oh Let's 
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Let's conlider, ſome of #s , who have thought 
ſometimes that the Sentence of Death has paſt upon 
us, and have look?d on ſuch or ſuch a Sicknels as 
our laſt Arreſt and Summons, what would we then 
have d:sburſed for a Reprieve ? Would we not have 
» given, with Hand and Heart, an Houſe full of Sil- 
ver and Gold, if we had had it, to have been ſure 
to have lived another Year, for the proving and evi- 
d:ncing the Truth ard Sincerity of our Faith and 
Repentance, by a courſe of Obedience, and our 
makinga larger and ſarer proviſion for our comfor- 
table Reception and happy Entertainment in the 


other World ? Friends, we ſhall ere long be all of 


us plac*d upon our Death-beds: and if we make no 
matter of Time »ow, if we won't value and prize it 
now, we ſhall th: ſure enough highly prize it, when 
alas ! it will be roo late. And if we now have 
worthy thoughts of it , we ſhall ſuffer nothing to rob 
and deprive us of it. [k ] Let's be of the ſame 
mind and judgment now in our Health and 
Strength, that we ſhall certainly be of in Sick- 
neſs and Weakneſs ;, and not contemn and vilily 
that in our Life rime, which we ſhall wiſh we had 
worthuly citeemed, and well-improved, at the Her 
of Death, 


The 


(%) 2d n felrx & prudens, qus tals nunc nititur eſſe on v1 - 
14, quali optat mvenirs in morte, Thomas a Kempis, Ib, 1, 
C. 2J.11, 4+ 
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The ſecond Direction, 


If we would well redeem the Time, we mult of- 
ten [ a] examin our ſelves, and call our ſelves toa ſe- 
riows ſtrict Account for the {hen ling of our Time. 

Alas ! too many earne{tly 1tuc y to know and 
underitand all thin 7s bu t themſelves : They obſerve 
and take notice of other Mens Tempers and Hha- 
mours, ſearch and enquire into other Mens Actions, 
and reade the Fijtorics of otner re Lives , and 
[9] yet are ignorant of their own Hearts and fpirt- 
ual Eſtates, unobſervant of the Pa.iages, and un- 

cow unred with the particulars of their oz Con- 
verſations. 'We canealily paſs away the Day and 
the Night, the Week and the Year, in muling on 
a thouſand Matters ;, [c] But where 1s the Man 
that beſtows any fer io 1s Thoughts on himſelf, that 
queſtions and interrogates his own Fleart , and 
takes duc notice of his own Lifc ;, or 15 at all con- 
ccrn'd how hts Sol is improved , and hrs Hors em- 
ployed : 

Certainly ſome of the very Heathers will rife up 
n Ju ds met ayvaini molt C briſti, ws : for WC ſind 

that they have been very f.umous tor this Practice, 

f being ſevere in taking Account of themſelves, 
= of their Time. Sueromrs relates of Tits [Pas 


ſian, the Heathen Emperour, that remembring 


on an Eveninz, as he was at Supper , that he 
had done no good that Day to any one, 
s [4] he 
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[4] he utter*d that memorable and deſervedly 
commended Saying, Alas ! my Friends, I have loſt 
this Day. 

St. Jerom tells us of a wiſe Saying of the Pytha- 
gorears, [e] That a ſpecial Care 1s to be had of 
two portions of our Tine, of the Morning, and of 
the Evening : Of the Mornizg, to conlider, and 
reſolve to do what. ought to be done ; and of the 
Evemng, to exanine whether we have done what 
we ought. 

Ard it is one of Pyrthagorass golden Precepts, 
Never otter to give llecp to your Eyes before you 
have thrice run over 1n your Mind the ſeveral Far- 
ticulars of that Day's Actions, and put ſuch Que- 
ſti91.s as theſe to your ſeli, { f ] Where bave I tr anſ- 
greſſed ? what have I wel done ? what have I left un- 
done, nhich it became me to have aone? And ii thou 
hait done any thing, ſaics he, that 13 baſe ard un- 
worthy , charge thy ſelf with it, and ch:de thy (elf 
for it : Butiithou halt done any thing that is good 
and vertuous, rejoyce and delizht in it. [| 2] This 
makgs us fo very bad, ſays Sencca, becauſe no Man res 


fleit's 
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fletts upon his own Life, It may be ſometimes , thouzh 
ſeldome, we thi th what we are i ao, ſays he ; but what 
we have done, we » do not think : but we are to d. lib:rate 
on it to do for the furs rcs from the Con ſide Vil 1072 ( f what 
* have dowe already. And In his thiid By 6 de 
Pl he has an excellent D:{courle to this Purpo! 
He ſays there, That the Sol i: daily to be calld to ; 

an Account. And he teils us of one Sextius, whoſe 
conitanr (LOU) {© It WAS T0 41 thus ; Is ty W hen 
the Day was ſport , ard he went Do take his reit 
at Night, he would demand of hi N felt ; What e- 
vil of yours have you healed th:s 1. ay ? uh, Wn, Vice have 
you reſiſted ? in what part are you bett er ? Anger and 
Paſſion (lays the | hiloſop! cr there) will ve 1 coder ated 
and abated , when it kyows it muſt daily come before 4 
Jud: : Aud th } efore, tay s he, what w more excellent 
than this Cuſtom of CX AMINE the whole Day p.r5t ? O) 
[1] what a ſweet Sleep 15 that mhich fullons after the 
Keeomnition of a Mins ſelf ? How qruet and free s a 
Mans Mind, when it tx either cc —— d or aanon;ſl:- 
ea, and a Mas docs ſecret ly FYEUVIEWD NC ' cen! re b's onn 
Manners ? I uſe this Liberty with ny J {f (lays Seneca 
there in the 1ame Placc) | have a Uu1l Trial with- 
I1my ſelf, ſays he ; When at Nitht the Candle 13 tae 
Ren away , and all i: ſtill and fill nt; than T ſearch ard 
cromre ito the whole Day, ] nic aſure and run over, 1 
[can and conſider of 1 yH ords and De: as; I h:de no- 
th ne from my fe clf . erlcok and paſs by noth ng © | 
lay to my ſelf, you res done ſo ard fo, ſee you do 

ſo; 9 more, 
You ſec how ſome of the wiſeit and beſt of 
the very Heathen did accuitome themſelves to 
1 4 iS 
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this Self-ſcr:tiny, and took an Account of their 
Lives and Actions. 

And many eminent and Godly Chriſtians to this 
Purpoſe do uſe Dzaries, and daily ſet down in Four- 
nals or Day-books the obſervable remarkable Paſ- 
ſages of their Lives. And we muſt do at lcaſlt 
ſomewh. it like it. Before we ſleep eyery Night, 
let's be ſire to make ſuch a Recolleftion and Exa- 
mination of the Actions of that Day, as may 
repreſent any thing that is remarkable to be 
matter either of Humiliation, or of Thanks-2t- 
VI. 

Accultome thy ſelf, beſorc thou takeſt thy Reſt 
and Repole, to have ſome private Talk, ſome /c- 
_ Conference with thy felt, to ask thy ſelf ſuch 

Queſtions as theſe, and to uſe ſuch Language as 
this : » What has been the Frame and Temper of my 
Heart ? what my Carriaze and Behaviour this 
Day ? what the Principles of my Prailice ? what 
the Eras of this Day's Actions ? Lid my Mind a- 
ware with my Body.in the Morning ? did I then ex- 
erciſe the Conlideration of a Mn: ' and Chriſtian 
and deliber atcly renew, and fy : i ſettle my us 
ſolution for the puritying ard rig ua. rdering my 
Converſation ? Did I carly g0 to God b;, Praycr, 
and in the *f: ſl pla ce ſeek. thy Az dom of God,and his 
Righreowſneſ' ? Whercin have I 0: Cl ade or angrcd 
my good God this Day ? wherein have [ injured or 


provoxed my Neighbour , or hurt kiaSoal Body, 


Eſtate, or good Name ? wherein have I wronzcd, 
or any way prejudic'd my own Sorl ? what proud, 
diſcontentc d, covetous, ambitious, malicious, re 
yengeivl Thought ? what filthy , or angry , vain- 

vi0- 
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glorious, or 1dle Word ? what inconvenient, abu- 
live, offentive Jes# ? what ungodly Deed, or unbe- 
coming unſeemly Action have I this Day bcen guil- 
ty of? In what has Satan this Day taken Advan- 
tage againſt me? or how has my own deceirful 
Heart turncd me aſide ? What Degrees of Izrempe- 
rauce have I admitted in Meats or Drinks ? what 
worldly Cares have I been diltra-tcd with ? what 
carnal Fears have l been ready to tink under ? To 
what have I my ſelf been eliectually rempred ? or, 
wherein have I offered to be a Temprer of any 0- 
ther ? What Solicitation to Evil havel reliſted ? 
W hat Sin and Corruption have I [{triven againits? 
What open, careleſs or wiltul Sinner have I ſea- 
ſonably and prudently reproved ? What Duty have 
| periorn'd 2 What Grace have exercig'd £ Whar 
Time have I cmployed in Cloſet-Devotion, in Fa- 
mily-Religion, in diligent following the Buſineſs 
of my Calling ? What Company have I run into, 
or kept ? What Hours have 1 ſpentin ſuch Com- 
pany ? and to what proiit or benefit to my ſelf 
or others ? What was my Omer and Neeglett ? 
what my $:# and Vanity, commurtcd and rc- 
pcatcd in ſuch Sccicty 5 Have I not cloſed this 
Day with a droulſy ſice;y Prayer this Night ? Am 
I grown any better thts Week, this Day, than 1 was 
the Lis! 7 

You know, at Abt, and at the End of the 
We, we ulually call our Servants to Accoznt © 1.ct 
us nte the ſame Method, and rake the ſame Courſe, 
for a daily, weck'y Rechomminmg with our ſelves, In the 
Cloſe of the Davy, at the End of the Week, lets 
commune with, ard re:icct upon our ſelves, and 
take our felyes to tak, Let's take a view,and make 
a turveizh of our paſt Lives; obſerve how our 
'T une gocs, waich what becomes of it, {ce how 1: 
1; 
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is laid out, that ſo beholding how »/elef and un- 
fruitful we have been, we may even be aſhamed of 
our ſelves, and labour to grow more #/efal and 
fruitful tor the future : As, * remembring from 
whence ſhe was fallen, was preſcribed to the Church 
of Epheſus as a means of her repenting. And on the 
contrary, becauſe t no Man ſaid, What have I done ? 
therefore every one turned to bis Courſe, as the Horſe 
ruſheth into the Battel, 

By daily obſerving, examining, taking account 
of our ſelves and Wates, we ſhall come to Kepen- 
tance more ſpeedily and eaſily ; and recover the #a- 
vour of God immediatly : The Candle that is preſent- 
ly blown in again, offends not : We ſhall have the 
Advantage of making to God [b]] a fuller Confeſſion 
of our Sins, while our Sins with their Circumitan- 
ces are freſh and recent in our Memories. And 
ſhall be more effettually reſtrained from Sin for the 
future, by thinking thus with our ſelves, Thi 1 
muit account with God, and my own Conſcience for be- 
fore I ſleep. And by this means we ſhall be freed 
from the Fear of ſudden Death, and be in a conltant 
good Preparation tor it : becauſe thoughour Malter 
come ſuddenly, he will not find us ſleeping, nor ſur- 
Prize us in xrepented Sin. When in this manner 
we make all even every Night between God and 
our own Conſciences, we may lie down in Peace, 
and take a quiet Reſt and Sleep, without any per- 
plexing amazing Fears of our awaking the next 
Morning in the other World. 

Hold and maintain this Prattice of Calling thy 
ſelf to a daily ſtrict Account, and you ſhall certain- 
ly 
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ly find and happily experience that of A Kempis to 
be a great Truth, E, 7] T hou ſhalt ſweet y reſt, if thy 
own Heart rep? rebend thee not : Thou ſralt rejoyce and 
be glad at heart every Night, if thou haſt no Joſt, but 
frutfully ſpent the Day paſt. 

[k] Rodericus relateth of Suarez, that he was 
wont to ſay, He eſteemed that little Pzttarce of 
Time, which conſtantly every Day he ſet apart 
for the private Examination of his own Conſcience, 
more than all the other Part of the Day, which he 
ſpent in his voluminous Controverſies. And it is 
reported of that learned Proteilor of Divinity, Dr. 
Samuel I, ard, that when he lay uPon his Death- 
Bed, he profeſy/d he had read many Books, bur 
had no ſuch comfort from his reading any, as f om 
his reading, and ſtudying the Book of his own 
Heart and Lite. 

That is the ſecord DireCtion ; Frequently call 

yourſelves to an Account. Often Reckonings make 
ods Friends : It holds molt true between God and 

our Souls, between our Conſcrences and our ſelves, 
Reckon with God ard your ſelves every Evenme, 
how you have ſpent the Day tore-going, and this 
will Provore you humbly to beg the Pardon of your 
Sins at God?s Hands, and Power againſt them ; to 
judg, and puniſh and take an holy Revenge upon 
your ſelves; to exerciſe Repentance for your palt 
Failings, and Rrict Watchfulnefi tor the future. 


The 
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The third DireStion, 


That we may rightly redeem our Time, let Reaſon 
and Conſcience have ſome Authority with us, and not 
be deſfuſed and diſregarded by wm. They are moſt 
brave generous Rules and Precepts that are given by 
Pythagoras in.his golden V erſes ; [a] Never accu- 
ſtome thy ſelf in any Thing to att and carry thy ſelf irra- 
tionally, and below a Man. And, of all thmgs, fee, 
{ays he, that you [b] reverence, ard ule good Man- 
ners to your ſelf. Let Reaſon rule and govern thy 
Paſſions and Aﬀections , and Conſcience withhold 
thee from being guilty ofany Impiety or Impurity, 
Abſurdity or Undecency. Do nothing to put thy 
ſelf ro the bluſb, to fill thy ſelf with ſecret Shame 
and Sorrow, and linking Fear, for the Twrpituae or 
Folly of thy own Actions. Take the wholeſome 
Counſel and good Advice that Azſeniu gives thee, 
[.c] When thou art about to do any vile and vicious 
Thing, be afraid of thy ſelf, thou7h nobody elſe be near 
thee, to be a Witneſs of thy Wickednef, [4d] If the 
Things thou aveſt (lays Seneca excellently) be unſeent- 
ly and uncomely, what does it avail thee that none m the 
World knows it, when thou thy ſelf knoweſt it ? O miſer- 
able Man, fays he, if thou contemneſt this Witneſs 
within thee. And 1 tind La7antirs citing theſe ad- 

mira- 
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mirable Sayings out of him ; [e] Thou very mad 
Man, what will it profit thee to have no other conſcious 
of thy Crime, ſo long as thou doeſt carry a Conſcience 
within thee ? And again ; What doeſt thou dy ? what 
doeſt thou deviſe ? what doeſt thou go about to conceal ? 
thy Keeper cloſely follows thee. One 1s abſent from thee 
by reaſon of a Voyage or Journey, that he cannot 
obſerve thee : another is removed by Death,that uſed 
to look narrowly to thee : another 1s kept away from 
thee by Sickneſs: but Conſcience ſticks at all Times 
to thee : yeu can never ſhake off, or get rid of that. 

Put not a Shght, much leſs a Force upon Conſci- 
ence never uſe any Violenceto it : never oiter to 
batfle, and ſtifle, and ſtop the Mouth of it : Calt 
not this good Micaiah into Priſon, make it not 
weary of its Office of warnings thee ; but ſhew 
all due reſpcct to it, and hear and obey the Voice 
of it. 

Stand much in aw of the Spy, the Regiſter, the 
faithful Adomtor in thy Brealt and Boſom. Let 
Conſcience {oO far prevail with thee, as to re- 
ſtrain and deter thee from a looſe and wicked, 
a flothful or idle miſ-ſpending thy Time ; and to 
ſpur and quicken thee powertully and eilectually to 
a wiſe and prudent, a faithful and good Improve- 
ment of it. 

Do nothing but what is fairly accorntable to thy 
conſidering . ſelf : tollow the Guidance of thy belt 
Reaſon : attend to the Dittates and Commands, 
and regard the Checks ard controls of a nell-1nform- 
ed and enlightned Conſcience, Timely take no- 
tice of its ſofter and gentler Whiſpers, left you 

be 
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be diiturbed, affrighted and 'terrified with its lou- 
der Clamours, 

Be careful to approve your ſelf to Conſcience : 
fear the After-reckonings of Conſcience : and labour 
to prevent and hinder the Accuſation and Condem- 
nation of an evil Conſcience , and the Execution that 
will be done, the Puniſhment that will be inflicted, 
and the Vengeance that will be taken ſooner or la- 
ter by it. Dread the Thoughts of falling out with 
thy ſelf ; of being gnawn by a YValtur, and haunt- 
ed by a Fury within thee ; of ſuffering the /ztrle 
Eaſe , the i1.arpand ſevere Bridewel, the Reproach- 
es ard Upbraidings, the Pangs ard Gripings, the 
Tearings and Rendings, the Laſhes and Stingings, 
the i\acks and Strappados of a guilty Conſcience : 
and value the Teitimony and Approbation o! the 
Witzef within thee,, the Acquitment and Abſolu- 
tion of the Depauty-Fudz within thee ;, and ltudy to 
do every thing to gain and obtain the Ezze's ard 
Applauſcs, the Juitiication and Commendation, 
the Gratulation and Conſolation of an honelt, clcar 
and good Conſcience, 


That is the third Direction in order to the bet- 
ter redeeming of our T ime ;, Let Reaſon and Conſcience 
bave ſome Authority with 14, and procure ſome Reve- 
rence from ut, 


The fourth Direction. 

If ever we would redeem the Time, we malt live 
and att, and do cue y thing 4s 11 the Srght and Pre ſence, 
and Ki: der the Eye and Inſpection of God our Fudz, 

Wherever thou art, ard whatever thou doeſt, 
remember ard conlider, that not only Conſcience, 
but 
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but God is by : and * if our Heart condemn us, that 
God us greater than our Heart, and knoweth all things : 
that if Conſcience be as a thouſand Wimeſſes, God 
is as a thouſand Conſciences ;, both for Intimacy of 
Preſence, and Perſpicacity in diſcerning. If we 
have made any pr oficienty in Philoſophy (ſales Tully ex- 
cellently) we muſt be perſuaded ſufficiently , that if we 
could ([ a} conceal all our Attions from all the Gods, and 
from all Men, ſo that they ſhould be alwaies ignorant of 
them, yet we ought to do nothing covetouſly, unjuſtly, 
wanton!y, mcontmently. If a Wiſe Man had Gyges's 
Ring, 1aieshe, which —— to Plato's Fable) 
would render him inviſible ; he ſhould nor reckgn that 
he had gotten the leaſt licenſe to ſin the more by it : for 
[b].good Men ſeckto att with Honeſty, not with Se- 
crecy. | 

But though that which is good to be followed for 
it ſelf, tor the Bonity, and beauty of it ;, and that 
which is evil, to be avoided tor the mirinſick, 1 ur- 
pirude of it : yet the Knowleds that others may be 
ſuppoſed to have of our Actions, is apt to encreaſe 
our Care, and quicken our Diligence, to order and 
compoſe our Lives and Manners, without jt Blame 
or Exception of others. 

It us profitable, ſaies Seneca, to ſet ſome Keeper 0- 
ver one”s ſelf ;, to have ſome body in our Eye, whom we 
may ſuppoſe to be preſent and privy to our very thoughts: 
to do every thing we*do, as if ſome body looked on, and 
were a Spettator and an Eye-witneſs of all we did. Pri- 
vaty and Secrecy tempts and perſuades Men to all _ 
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A great part of Offences would be removed, ſaies hey 
if there did but one ſtand by 4s a ready Witneſss againſt 
the Offender. But it is more awful, ſaics he, [ b] to 
live and att as under the Eye, and in the Preſence of 
ſome excellent Perſon, and eminent good Man. Set 
Cato, Scipio, Lzlius before you, or ſome ſuch Perſon, 
ſaies he, «pon whoſe appearing the moſt wicked Perſons 
would forbear ther Vices: and let the Authority of 
theſe reſtrain you, and have Intluence upon you, - 
til you have made your ſelf ſuch an one that you begin 
to reverence your felt, and dare wot to do evil be- 
fore your ſcif. Nay that heathen Philoſopher goes 
yet tarther, ['c] So live with Men, ſaies he, as if 
God himſelf ſaw you, and took ſpecial notice of you. 
And again in another Epiſtle ; [4] What will it a- 
vail you to hide any thing from Man, there 1s nothing 
conceal'd and kept cloſe from God: He looks into our 

Breaſts, 
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Breaſts, and is preſent in our very Minds and Hearts. 

And let me moreover add what Lattantixs pro- 
duces out 'of Seneca*s Exhortations , [e] It nothing 
profits us to have a Conſcience ſhut up within us, we are 
open to God : Let's approve our ſelves to him. 

What rare Lettures are thelefrom a meer Pagan 
Philoſopher? how conſonant and agreeable to the fa- 
cred Scripture ? That ancient Father much admi- 
ring the high and raiſed Expreſſions falling from 
that incomparable Sroick, profeiies concerning 
him ; [f ] He might have been a true Worſhipper of 
God, if any one had but ſhewn him the right Way : and 
ſurely he would have contemned Zeno, and his Maſter 
SOCION, if he had but met with a ready Guide to true 
Wiſdome. And Eraſmus before his Notes on Sene- 
ca's Works, gives this Judgment of his Writings ; 
[.g] If you reade him as an Heathen, he wrote like 4 
Chriſtian, if you reade him as a Chriſtian, he wrote like 
an Heathen, 

But to return to the Matter in hand : To live 
as under Gods Eye, is more than to live as in the 
preſence of all the good Men in the World : more 
than to live as:in the Sight of all good Men and An- 
gels, Well then with holy * David, let us ſer the 
Lord alwaies beforeus, The Lord ets #s alwaics be- 
fore himſelf ;, let #s therefore ſet the Lord ty 
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before our ſelves : for then if ever we ſhall work 
ſtrenuoully, follow our Buſineſs cloſely, beſtir our 
ſelves to purpoſe, and carefully look about us, 
when we really believe that our Lord and Maſter 
ſtands by us, and looks npon us. Did we but con- 
ſider, that God * ſees all our goings, that he t counts 
all our Steps, that he knows all our Waies, oxr crook- 
ed winding VWaies wherein we live , wherein we dy, not 
live : and is more far above Deteit, than Deceit ſeems 
above Simplicity : (as Mr. [h] Herbert expreſles it) 
This Conſideration would cauſe us to make ſtrezght 
Paths, and to order our Converſations aright. 

If a Reverend grave Divine , a ſevere Magj- 
ſtrate, a Parent, a [:] Maſter, an Husband, a 
Wife, a Servant, a Child, a Friend, or an Ene- 
my ſtood by, beheld, and heard; you would of- 
ten forbekr many an unhandſome, uncomely, un- 
ſeemly Word and Action. If you were always 
plac'd under Mens Obſervation, you would ſtudy to 
docvery thing to therr Approbatzton and SatisfaCtion. 
And could you ſpend your Time in immoderate 
Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Attiring, in Swear- 
ing , Swaggering , Gaming , Sporting , Playing ; 
vain, ard irothy, and wanton Diſcourſing ; in a- 
ny idle, unworthy, ungodly Attion ; if you did 
but #agine at ſach a Time, and in ſuch aPlace, 
that God was Y, and ſaw or heard whatever was 
ſaid or done ? Pray do but actually and ſeriouſly 

Con- 
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conſider, that wherever you are, the omniſcient 
and omnipreſent God is alwaies one of the Com- 
pany , and ever beholds whatever you do : and 
this will reſtrain you from doing Evil, and po- 
wertully conſtrain and effe*tuaily engage you with 
Care and Diligence to do your Puty, to cmbrace 
and improve every Opportunity, co make a Be- 
nefit and Advantage of it. 


The Apprehenſion of God's all-ſceing,all-ſcarch- 
ing Eye, will be of excellent Uſe and Advantage to 
us, at four Times eſpecially. 

1. Actually conſider that God ſees you, when you 0- 
dinarily viſit one another, and at any Time feait and 
make merry together, Whenever you go to ſee one 
another, remember and conſider that God ſees how 
you ſpend your Time together : that whenever 
you meet together, God 1s preſent in your Company 3 
he hears your Diſcourſes, and writes down your 
Words ; he obſerves and regiſters your Actions 2 
He takes exa@tand ſtrift Notice, how mnch Time 
you ſpend idly and unprofitably ; how far vou ex- 
ceed in your Recreations, what Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs mingle with your Feaitings. Stull 
therefore meet together as thoſe that can never ſteal 
or ſtep out of God's Preſence : Say and do nothing 
together, but what you are willing that God ſhould 
fee and hear. Whenever you fealt, feaſt as before the 
Lord: and when you cat and drink together, eat 
and drink as before the Lord, 

2. When buying or ſelling, remember you are mani- 
feſt inGod*s Sight : that all you do is naked, * ripe 
open , unbowell'd, anatomiz'd, turn'd 1ialide out- 
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ward in the Eye of God. Conſider , that God 
ſtands by, and ſees your Dealings, hears the ma- 
king of every ContraCt, is a fauthful Witneſs to eye- 
ry Bargain, and is privy to your Carriage in your 
particular Calling, to ali your Breaches and / vla- 
tions of commutative Fuſtice. 

Never offer toSceive Man, becauſe it is impoſ- 
ſible to deceive God, The Tradeſman may ſecret- 
ly falſify his Weights, and mingle his Wares, and 
he and dillemble to get them off the better : But 
God underſtands his falſe Dealings, and diſcovers 
his deceitful Heart and Hand. Men may cunning- 
ly cheat and cozen their Nezghbours, but they can't 
blind and impoſe upon God. * Ler no Man go be- 
yond and defraud, or over-reach his Brother in any 
Matter, becauſe the Lord us the Avenger of all ſuch. Let 
not the Seller abuſe the Ignorance, or Credulity of 
the Buyer : nor the Buyer work upon the Simplici- 
ty., or Neceſlity of the Seller : let him not ſay, 1 /* 
15 naught, it s naught ;, and when he us gone his way, 
then boaſt of his Penny-worth : Though ſuch may 
promiſe themſelves [mpurity among Men, yet God 
15 the Beholder and Avenger of all ſuch. 

3. Conſider this in your ſecret Retirements, and pri- 
vate Families. 

(1.) Conſider this in your ſecret Receſſes and Re- 
tirements, That God 1s preſent , looks on , and 
weighs and ponders all your Doings : That God 
tees the very [4] hidden Motions, and vain Ima- 
ginations of your Hearts. He knows all your ſc- 

cret 
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cret Deſigns and Projects, he beholds the moſt pri- 
vate unſeemly Carriages, and filthy Deeds. He 
ſees within thy cloſe-drawn Curtains, though they 
be of Cloth, where never yet came Moth ,, (to uſea- 
gain the ingenious Words of the holy [/] Mr. Her. 
bert ) * Or ſecret Sins are ſet in the Light of God's 
Countenance + t The Darkneſs hideth not from hum ;, but 

the Night ſhineth as the Day + the Darkneſs and the 

Light are both alike to him. And therefore let the 

ſerious Thoughts of God's Omniſcience reltrain and 

deter us from ſecret Sins. | 

When Paphnutius the Monk, was ſolicited by an 
Harlot to impure Embraces, and ſhe led him out of 
one Room into another, he itil] complained they 
were not yet prevate enough : At lalt ſhe brought 
him into an mer Room, which was quite dark - 
and here, ſaid ſhe, none can fee us, but God, 
and the Devzl, What, ſaid he, do you make a but 
at that ? come, carry mc where neither God, nor the 
Devil can ice me. 

And ſo the holy Ephrem Syrus being enticed by a 
Harlot to commit Lewdneſs with her, only delired 
that he might chuſe the Place ;, which ſhe agrecing 
to,. he preſently pitch*d upon-the common and ©- 
pen Market-place: And when the told him , for 
ſhame they mult forbear to do it there, in the eyc 
and view of all; he demanded of her, how [ke 
durſt do that in God's Szvht, which ſhe would re- 
ver offer todo in Mens. The wile Diſcourſes of 
theſe two religious Perſons, 1cealonably and ſert- 
oully urging and preiling thz Conl:deration of 
God's Omniſcience, not only repreſſed, Dat reclaimed ; 
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ſeriouſly convinced, and effectually converted; chan- 
ged the Minas, and mended the Manners of thoſe 
notoriouſly umpudent Harlot s. 

if Satan, or his Inſtruments, or thy own cor- 
rupt deceitiul Hezrt te!l thee at any Time, or ſuy- 
geſt to thee, that no Eye ſees thee,thou maieſt com- 
mit it ſafely : ask, whether they can pluck out God's 
all-ſeeing Eye, or ſearch out any Place that is not 
filled with the Divine Preſence, or can expunge 
and daſh the /rems out of the Bookof God's Remem- 
brance ? 

(2.) Conſider this in your private Families : Then 
count thy ſelf an happy Man, (faics Seneca to Lucili- 
ws ) when thou art able to live as it were in publick,; when 
thy own Walls ſhall cover thee, not conceal thee ;, which 
for the moſt part we reckon our ſelves enclo.d with , not 
[Ck] that we may live more ſafely, but that we may ſir 
more ſecretly and ſecurely. Thou ſhalt hardly find any 
one, laies hc, that is able to live with his Door open. 
[/] Not our Pride, but our Conſcience, which 1s afraid 
leſt any diſcovery ſhould be made, has ſer Porters at 
our Gates. We live fo, faics he, that ta be ſuddenly 
ſeen, us to be taken in a Fault or Crime. 

And therefore, me-thinks, it was an excellent 
Speech, Which Felleimns Pateoreculis relatcs of Livizs 
Druſwus ;, who,when he was about tobuild an Houlc, 
and the Work-man ofcr'd him fo to contrive it, 
that it ſhould be every way private, and no bv- 
dy ſhould be able to look wto it: No, fates 
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he, but [mm] if you have any Art at all, /o frame 
and contrrue my Houſe, that whatever I as may be ſeen 
by all. 

OChriſtian , live in thy Family, as if the Eyes 
of all the World were upon thee ; But eſpecially 
walk within thy Houſe, as having God's all-ſeeing 
Eye continually fix'd and intent upon thee. Think, 
O my Friends, yea, oftcz think, with your ſelves, 
that God beholds your Family-neglects and Onulli- 
ons, your Family-lIrregularities and T ranſgreili- 
ons, your Family-Contentions and Diviuons : 
That he obſerves your Walking 4:/oraerly in your 
Houle and Family : That God ices how i you dil- 
charge your Care of Souls : that he knows in what 
Families Religion is laid aſide , difreliſh'd, Gilcoun- 
tenanc'd, derided : that he cverywhere locks nar- 
rowly , whether Men pray in their Cloſets ard Fa- 
miltes, and reade the Scriptures and gocd Books, 
and catechiſe and inltrut their Childrea and Ser- 
vants, and give them wholeſome Counſel, ard a 
good Example ; or bchave themſelves with 2Veg- 
(eff and Contempt of theſe Thing: Theie 1s not 
a Family that goes without Praycr from ay to 
Day, and breaks the Lord*s-Day every Week, but 
God kaows them, and takes nat ticular notice of them. 
Did Men conſider this, they would not falter Pro» 
fanceneis and Atheiſm, Contention a:d Strite to 
abound in their Farnilics, 2s they do. 

4. And Laltly ; Whenever we come to the pxb- 
lick Worſhip of God, let us ferioutly cont:der that 
we itand in his Preſerce, and arc in his Eye. Me- 
ny that come to Church out of Cultome and Forma- 
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lity, and arenot ſenſible of God's Omniſcience and 
Omnipreſence, may fay with * Facob, when they 
come to be awakened ; Surely the Lord « im this 
Place, and we knew it not, 

Let's all conſider, That when we join together 
in Prayer, God knows our Preparations, our Aﬀe- 
tons, our Motives to the Duty, our Carriages In 
it. He beholds the Rovings and Wandrings of our 
Minds and Thoughts, and the Deadnef and Strait- 
neſs of our Hearts and Aﬀetions. Conſider in like 
manner, that when we hear the Word read, or 
preach*d ; God well underſtands why we hear, and 
how we hear : He plainly diſcerns how our Hearts 
work under the Word : He takes notice, that when 
you come, and ſit, and make as if you heard his 
Word, | your Heart gocth after your Covetouſneſs : 
He views all your negligent srreverent Carriages, 
and undecent unſeaſonable Whiſperings, God looks 
upon you, when under an Ordinance you nothing 
but look, about yorr, to ſee whoare there, and what 
they wear. 

If Men would really bclieve, and ſeriouſly con- 
der this, that when they are 2 publick, they are 
in a ſolemn manner before God; they would not 
then be mindleſs and heartleſs, cold and format in 
Prayer : they would not be critical, careleſs, ſcorn- 
ful Hearers of the Word : but they would be {vely 
and fervert in praying, and as diligent and attentive 
as could be in kearmg, in order to their ſpiritual 
profiting and wei!-!1v1m7, ?Tis good, when we have 
ſo ſolemnly to do with God, to think of the Eye of 
that God with whom we have to do : This would 
polleis us with more Reverence, and Godly Fear, in 

the 
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the Duties of God's Worſhip. If the Apprehen- 
ſion of the Preſence of * Angels in publick Chriſti- 
an Aſſemblies, be apt to compoſe Men to a reverent 
Behaviour ; much more will the Conlideration of 
the Preſence of God be able to effect it, 


The fifth Direttion. 


That we may wiſely redeem the Time, let's be 
ſure to propound a good End to our ſelves in all our A- 
ttions : and to do nothing deliberately, but what we can 
ask.God"s Aſſiſtance un, and Bleſſing upon, when we go 
about it, 

1. Let's be ſure ro propound a goed End to our 
ſelves in all our Actions. Let every Attion be as an 
[4] Arrow ſhot ata Mark, ['b] As they that ſail, 
we mult ſteer and diret our Courſe to ſome Star. 
Seneca reproves a Sort of Perſons, that ated with- 
out an End in their Eye : If you 4% any one of theſe, 
faies he, wh-1 they go out of Doors, Where are you 
goinz ? what are you thinking of ? Hel anſwer , and 
rell you, Ti uly I dowt know ; but I will ſee ſome Body 
or other, I will do ſomewhat or other, They wander 
about without any ſet Purpoſe, and do things, not which 
they deſuund to do, but which they lightly fell into. 
They lead an inconſiderate vain Courſe of Liſe, like ſo 
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many creeping Ants, [c] One may not unfitly call their 
Life an unquiet IdleneſfF. And then returning home 
with an empty Wearineſs, they ſwear they knew not why 
they went out, nor know they well where they have been, 
being ready toramble and wander the Day following in 
the ſame manner and therefore let all Labour be re- 
ferr dto ſomewhat, ſaies he, refpett ſomewhat. 

Now, as it becomes both Men and Chriſtians, let 
our great End and Study, our main Scope and In- 
tention be to pleaſe, and glorify God, in the whole 
Courſe of our Converſation. * Te have received of 
, {aics the Apoſtle, how you ought to walk, and to 
pleaſe God, We delire t that ye might walk, worthy of 
the Lord unto all (d) pleaſing. || Whatſoever ye do, do 
all to the Glory of God, Let all onr Actions have 
their altimate tendency to God's Glory : T hat God 
may be honoured and glorified by our ſelves, while 
our At:ons, done in Imitation oi God, ſhew forth his 
(* ) Yertnes, repreſent and recommend God lovely to 
the World, and are apt to procure that God be 
b-tter thought of, low”d and ferv?d. And that'God 
may be alto glorified by others, by means of our Lyves 
and Converſations, while others are attually and 
effectually led thereby to high and excellent Thoughts of 
God, and to an Admiration and Approbation of the di- 
vine Law and Holineſs, 

What a rare Commendation 1s it of thoſe Bre- 
thren, who are {tiled by the Apoſtle the ( I) Glory 
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of Chri#t! [e] As Chri# alone is the Glory of X 
Faithful, 1o they ought to be the Glory of Chriſt ; 
Cf] promote and advance, and be the a——_— 
of his Glory, by their {ingular Knowledg, Faith, 
Picty, and excellent good Life and Manners. 

[t is not ſtrictly required, that in every Good 
Work of ours there ſhould be an eual Intextion of 
pleaſingand gloritying God : It ſuſhceth that ſuch 
an [ntention.go before in the general, and be preſer- 
ved and retained in the Habit : And though it be 
not thought on in every Action, yet the Attion 
may be rightly perfornd [.g] 1n the Yerrue of the 
good Intention that went before : As one ina four- 
ney goes very right by virtue of his firſt Intention, 
though he does "not, every ſtep he rakes, attually 
think of the Place, w hich, when he hrit {ct out, he 
intended togo to. It is avſolutely neceſſary, that we 
ſhould alwaies preſerve an habitual Intenizon of 
plcaſing and glorifying God jn every thing : yea, 
(a: the Rey crend and learned * Davenant ccunicls 
and cautions well) we ſhould alwaics endeavour 
theſe two things ;, (1+) That our attual Intention of 
caſing and glorifying God, ſhould, as far as 1 ay be, be 
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{ 2.) That after our firſt good Intention, no evil and in. 
ordinate Intention do ariſe ;, for this will not be reftified 
by the firſt, but the former will be blemiſhed, ſtained, and 
corrupted by this, 

Let's propoſe to our ſelves the Glory of God, as 
the higheſt End of all our Undertakings : and let all 
our leller and ſubordinate Ends be plainly reducible 
to the main and great Enaof our living. Ler's (till 
be putting this 2xeſtion to our ſelves in what we 
are doing, Is this the Way to pleaſe and glorify 
God ? If not, how dare I take ſo ungodly a Courſe, 
or do ſo unreaſonable a Deed ? This 1s the way 
to redeem the Time, and a Means to make our 
ACtionsable to bear the Trial, and aptto turnto a 
good Account. 

2. Let's do nothing deliberately, but what we can 
freely and ſafely , warrantably and comfortably 
crave God's Aſſiſtance in, and look up to Heaven 
for a Bleſſing upon, when we go about 1t. [4h] Do 
not mich matter, ſaies A Kemps, who u: for thee, or 
arainſt thee ;, but take great heed and care of this, that 
God be with thee in every thing thou doeſt- Upon eve- 
ry Occaſion thirik thus with thy ſelf; If 1 cannot 
take God along with me in what I wndertake ;, If I 
cannot owz God, nor expect that God ſhould own 
me, guide and dire& me, alliſt and inable, bleſs 
and proſper me in what I am about ; ſurely ch:s #5 
not the way for meto redeemand improve my Time 
aright : 1annot ſpend it profitably and comforta- 
bly in ſuch Employment. 
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Such a Courſe and Practice as this, would ſure- 
ly prevent the Raſhneſs and Unadviſedneſs, the 
Imprudence and Folly , the Injuſtice and Impiety 
of many Actions. If thou wouldſt never venture 
to engage in any Action, but what thou couldſt 
own before God im Prayer, without Shame and Bluſh- 
ing; and durſt implore the Help and Aſſiſtance of 
God ior the Performance of, thou wouldit certain- 
ly walk more accurately and exactly than formerly. 
When thou art going to a drinking Meeting, canlt 
thou beg Gods Bleſſing upon thy jovial intemperate 
Company-keeping ? when thou art haltening to a fil- 
thy Whore-houſe, or going to an obicene and pro- 
fane Plbouſe, canit thou look that God with a 
Bleſſing ſhould go with thee ? When thou art hunt- 
ing atter «juſt Gain, and hotly purſuing it all the 
Day long ; or uling «»/awful and inarrett Courſes to 
provide for thy felf or Family , canit thou expect 
that God ſhould command a Bleſſing upon it ? Would 
the intemperate , luſttul, covetous, unrighteous 
Perſon proceed according to this Direction, he would 
ſoon deſiſt from his vicious Courſes, and unwar- 
rantable PraCtices. As the [_:_] poor Man, when 
he had ffollen a Lamb, to ſatisfy the hungry Bellies 
of his Family, and having dreſled it, came, of 
courſe, tocrave a Bleſſing upon it; he was ſodiſ- 
turb'd and troubled about it, that he could find no 
Reſt and Quiet in his Mind, tall he went and con- 
feſ#dhis Fault, and promiſs'd to make Sarisfattion 
tor the wrong he had done. 
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The Sixth Direttion. 


We mult be ſure to give our ſelves to Prayer, as a 
ſpecial Way ix which, and principal Means and 
Help by which we may redeem and improve our 
Time a right. And here, 


1. Be carcful to keep up ſer and ſtated Times of or- 
dinary Prayer. 

2. Be ready to betake thy ſelf to Prayer, '\upon ſþe- 
cial, extraordinary emergent Uccaſtons. 

3. Uſe thy ſelf ro frequent ſudden ejaculatory Prayers 
to God. 


Theſe three Particulars give the proper Senſe and 
Meaning of thoſe Scriptures ;, * Praymg alwaies ;, in 
all Time, or, Opportunity, asthe Word is : t Pray 
without ceaſing * || Pray continually. 


1. If we would well redeem the Time, we muſt 
keep and obſerve our daily ſet and ftated Times of ear- 
nelt fervent Prayer to God, and ſolemn ſerions 
Supplication. Thw it 1s our Duty to pray continual- 
ly: not to employ the Whole of our Time in Pray- 
er, (as of old the Exchites dream'd) but to pray 
continually , in the ſame Senſe as [4a] /Mephiboſheth 
was commanded to eat Bread at David's 7 able (* ) 
continually ;, that is, not to cram, and load himſelf 
with Meat and Drink day and night,but to refreſh 

hium- 


* Eph. 6 18. « mwT yavgew. 
+ 1 Thi. 5. 19, ddananlaus. 
|| Heb. 13. 15. diamprig 
[4] Amef. de Conſc. caf. ). 4. c. 14. 4 5. 
(*) 2 Sam. 9. 7. amps, 70. 
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himſelf there at the ſer and cuſtomary Hours of Din- 
ner and Supper. 

'Tis a general Duty incumbent on us, to * ſerve 
God all the Daies of our Life ;, and therefore with the 
Worſhip and Service of Prayer 1n particular, which 
may be A performed daily. We are di- 
rected in the Lord*s Prayer, to pray every Day for 
our t daily Bread ;, and therefore we ought more 
earneſtly to || ſeek,the Kingdom of God and bis Righ- 
teouſneſs, every Day. (*) The Morning and Even- 
ing Sacrifice , ſtritly [6] enjoyned under the Law 
to be publickly celebrated every Day, is a plain Par- 
tern and apparent Direction for double Devotion e- 
very Day: tor, the legal Sacrifice, as alſo the In- 
cenſe joyned with it, was a Type of Prayer. Pal. 
141. 2. Heb. 13. 15. 

The Jews had their (t) /et Hours of Prayer. 
Our bleſſed Saviour has not only given us a plain 
Precept for (||) Cloſer-Prayer, but has afforded us 
his own Example , to lead us to the Performance of 
ſolitary ſecret Prayer, both Morning and Evening. 
[*] St. Mark informs us, that in the Morning riſmg 
up a great while before Day, or, in the firſt Twi- 
light, he went out and departed into a ſolitary Place, 

and 


es 6 . _— —— 


* Lukes. 7Ss, + Mat, 6.11. | Verle 33. 

(*) Exod. 29. 38, 39- 

[6] Matutino boc © veſpert 17:0 ſarrificta agno/critur Dem, 
moths & diet Creator. Grot, in loc. 

Bu ds dit ſacrificrrom uilued voluit x: pets Deas it p prolus /[t- 
due in memur 14 future per Chriſtum recomcilialinugs (te ExErce- 

. " . 

ret. --- Voluit Des hoc vidtume genus bus ot at pores ante ocnte 
los, wt populis reputaret , ſ161 opr'9 elle 1; ewt1dem recenciliars 
Des ; 5 reatiig ac d.tmmnations ſus admonitin, 4 principrio nſque 
ad finem dies ad tim miſericordiam Confugertts Riverus in 
Iccum. 


(+) Afts3. 8.& 19. 2,3. (!) Mit.G. 6 [*] Mak n 35. 
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and there prayed. And [t] Sc.Aathew acquaints us, 
that whe he had ſent the Multitudes away, he went up 
wto a Mountain apart topray : and when the Evening 
was come, he was there alone. * Maſters of Servants, 
as ſuch, arerequired and charged by the Apoſtie to 
continue in Prayer, and to watch in the ſame with 
Thankggiving : Which Words (conlidering the Con- 
text, which is wholly taken up in ſerling and ſetting 
forth the Chrift:an Oeconomy ) may well be interpre- 
ted and underſtood of performing daily Fanily- 
Prayer. [c] Let Governours of Families, who al- 
ſume and exerciſe a kind of Kingly Authority in 
their own Families, underſtand and conlider, that 
their Maſter in Heaven expects that they ſhould ex- 
ecute the Offices, and act the- Parts of ſo many 
Prieſts in their own Families, .by oftering before 
them the Sacrifices of Prayers and- Praiſes to God 
day by day, 

There are . daily Perſonal and Family Sms to be 
confe(s'd and pray*d againſt : daily Perſonal and 
Family Wants to be ſpread before Gad , in order to a 
Supply thereof ; Perſonal and Family Mercies daily 
received, and:duely to be acknowledg'd every Day 
Morning and Evening. 

We generally find, that they that have any ſhew 
of Religion, are very obſervant of ſtated Times of 
Devotion : ſo are the Papiſts, and ſo are the Ma- 
bometans : Nay the very Heathen, guided by the 
dim Light of Naturehave approved and recommend- 
ed this Prattice : Heſiod in particular gives this as 


a nC- 
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[ft] Mat. 14. 23. 
* Col. 4-152. 


{c] Dr, Arrowſm, Ta. Sacr, py 247: 248. 
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a neceſſary Rule, [4] To the utmoſt of your Power 
perform your ſacred Offices to the immortal Gods, both 
when you go to Bed at Night, and when the Mor- 
ning-Light appears; that they may bear a propr- 
tious Mind, and carry a kind and loving Heart toward 
on, 
: And it is not unworthy of ſome remark, that the 
Precepts of continuing in Prayer, and redeeming 
the Time, are ſo * nearly and tlo/ely joined toge- | 
ther in Scripture. To pretermit and neglect, to 
lay aſide and calt off fixed determined Times, and 
certain appointed Seaſons of Prayer, would be to 
loſe our Time, and quickly to loſe our Religion too, 
It you will not admit ſo much of the Form, youare 
not likely to maintain the Power of Godlineſs, if 
you reckon you have zo call to pray, but only when 
you find and feel a preſent inward ſtrong [mpnlſc, 
and ſecret powerful [nclination to it ; you take a 
courſe to chaſe and drive away the Spirit from you, 
and to deprive your ſelves of the holy and ſpirt- 
tual, the 1iweet and fealonable Motions ofit. When 
the uſual Times of Duty return, pray, though thou 
halt no preſent ſenſible Motion to perform it: and 
pray til thou finde## God's good Spirit ſweetly and 
powerfully moving upon thee, and working in 


_ thee; enlivening andenlarging thy Heart in Pray- 


er, and enabling thee to enjoy ſome {ingular, ſen- 
ſible, joyful and delightful Communion with God ; 
to exerciſe thy Graces in this holy Duty, and to 
feel thy Heart warm'd and inflan'd, and thy Soul 

X re- 
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refreſh*d and repair'd, before thou departeſt out of 
God's Preſence. 

To [e] begin and exd with God every Day, to 
be_ with the Lord firf and aft, to call upon God 
Morning and Evening ; In the Aorning to praiſe 
him for the Mercies of the Night paſt, to as, Wiſ- 
dome of God to order our Converſation aright ; to 
beg his Favour, Preſence, Guidance, Spirit, Grace, 
and Strength; his Proteftion of us, his * Beawy, 
or glorious Bleſſing upon us, and his eſtabliſhing and 
[ f ] proſpering the Works both of our Heads and 
Haxds the whole Day following : And in the Even- 
zng to bleſs and praiſe God for the Mercies and Fa- 
vours of the Day paſt, to confeſs” our Faults and 
Failings in it, and fo to fe down with no heavy 
Guilt of any unrepented Sin lying upon us : To pray 
f:r the Pardon and Healing ot the Miſcarriages of 
that Day, and to commit our ſelves and ours to the 
Divine Keeping the Night following ; beſeeching 
God to prevent any ſof Dreams, which might 
proceed from the Corruption of our Natures and 
Conſtitutions, Hearts and Imaginations, Conver- 
fations and Actions ; and to ſpiritxalize and ſancti- 
ty our Thoughts and Cogitations, in the vacant 
Spaces and broken Hours of our Sleep : To keepand 
maintain the ſet Times of perſonal ſecret Cloſet- 
Prayer, and the ftated Times of Oeconomical Houſ- 
hold F amily-Prayer ;, this is a well-ſpending ſo much 
of owr Time as is employed in that Duty ;, and this 
is the right and ready way to redeem and improve 
every Day, to the Honour and Glory of God, and 

ro 
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to our own and others Profit and: Beneit, Satisfa- 
(tion and Comfort : Thisis'a likely hopeful: good 
ay to prevent or remove Miſcarriages 1n our ſelves, 
and Diſorders in our Families ; to keep every Mem- 
ber of our Family in their Seaton and Duty ; to 
ſeaſon them all with a religious Fear, and high Re- 
ſpeft to God and his Waies; and to mramand 
bring up Children and Servants, to a competent A- 
bility to expreſs their Deſires in Prayer to God, for 
themſelves and others: to teach our Servezts, 
with* Eliezar Abraham's good and faithful Ser- 
yant, to follow their earthly Maſter's Bulineſs, 
with hearty Prayers to their heavenly Malter fora 
Bleſſing upon it. 

Be careful and diligent , wiſe and prudent tore- 
deem Time for Prayer, that you may redeem Time 
by Prayer. Find Time ſufficient to work, this Work, 
of God, and fo to workout your own Salvation, as well 
as to follow the Works and Bulineſles of your parr:- 
cular Callings : to attend and wait upon God in Pray- 
er, as well as to wait upon your Cuſtomers, and to at- 
tend your ſecular Occaſions and Concerns. 

Let not worldly Cares, and civi or domeſtich, 
Affairs hinder and divert the: from due Pertfor- 
mance of Prayerin thy Family, and in thy private 
Cloſer. Though David had the Care of the King- 
ly Government upon him, yet his «ſal Courſe and 
Prattice Was, tO pray £0 God 1 Evening, and Morn- 
ing, and at Noon; yea, || ſeven times a day did he 
praiſe God, as he himſclf profelles : If he did not 
exattly and punttxally obſerve ſo: many Hours, bur 
a certain Number is put here for an ancertain, YCL 
the meaning mult be, that he did it very often : Love 

1 ſweerned 
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.ſweetned the Duty to him, and cauſed him to praiſe 
God * more ard more.; to be never weary of prailing 
him here, as knowing that it would be his ſole Em- 
ployment to praiſe him hereafter ' for evermore. 


Though Daniel was deeply engag'd in Publick By- 


ſineſs and State Affairs, yet he took not any Occa- 
frontrom theſe to neglett his daily Duty and wont- 
ed Service to his God : He kept his former Courſe 
and Order ;, for, every day, and conſtantly t three 
Times a Day , be kneeled upon his Knees, and prayed, 
ext o ave thanks before his God;, though he knew he 
hazarded his high Preferment, and endanger'd his 
very Life by it. 

So Cornelius a Centurion, taken up with many 
Martial Occaſions, yet ſuffer'd not himſelf to be ta- 
ken off from his Devorzon thereby, but || prayed to 
God alway He did not do it only by firs, but daily 
and conſtantly obſery®d his uſual Seaſons. It 1s re- 
ported of the famous [ g] Bp. Andrews,that though 
he had many weighty Employments as B:ſhop of 
Wincheſter aad Privy Counſellor ;, yet, his Life was 
a Life of Prayer, and a great part of frue Hours every 
day, did he ſpend in Prayer and Devotion to God. T he 
holy and excellent [4] Bp. Uſher had Prayer in his 
Family four times a day, In the Morning at ix, in 
the Evening at eight, and before Dinner and Sup- 
per in the Chappel, at each of which he was al- 
waies preſent. [] Mr. William Whately, Minilter 
of Banbury, had much Work lying upon him con- 
tinually ; catechiling and preaching twice every 

Lord's- 
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Lord%-day, and' a weckly Lecture beſides ; well 
ſtudying, and uſually penning his Sermons at large; 
and yet his conſtant Pratice was, beiides Family- 
Prayer twice a day, 2nd ſometimes.catechizing, to 
pray alſo with his Wife, -and alone, both Morn- 
ing and Evening, 

And with what ſhew of Reaſon can any of you 
excuſe your ſelves ? Have you Twne to cat and 
drink and ſleep; and not only to /aboxr and work, 
but to play and ſport ; Leiſure to recreate your 
ſelves, and viſit your Friends, and take your plea- 
ſure ; a Spare-Hour to ſpend in diſcourſe, and it 
may be to waſte in empty and idle talk with ano- 
ther? Have you Time to do nothing ? 1 ime to do 
Evil ? and have you no Time to ſerve and worſhip 
God in your Families ? no Time tor religious Re- 
tirements, and hidden Repairs to Ged, in your 
privy Chambers, and ſecret Cloſets ? Have you /2 
many Sins, and Wants, Corruptiors, and Temp- 
tations? andcan no Time be ſpared and let apart 
to ſeek God for the Pardon of your Sins, and the 
Supply of all your ſpiritual Wants; and to 
pray to him for Strength and Power, to mor- 
tify the Corruptious with which you are infeſted, 
and to reſiſt the Temptations with which you arc 
allaulted ? 


2, We ſhould moreover betake our ſclves to ſolemn 
continued Prayer, when we have Place and Space for 
ſuch a Duty, upon the Emergency of any weighty ii 
portant Buſineſi, or on any ſpecial extraoramary occur- 
rent and urgent Occaſion ;, to beg of God the prudent 
Condudt of our Attairs, Succeſs in, and a Bleſling 
upon our lawful and honeſt Undertakivgs 
Strength to go through Trials , Atfiftions, ard 
Temptations ; Freedom and Deliverance from E- 
X 3 V1ls 
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vils and Sufferings, felt or feared ; or to return 
God thanks for the receit of his Mercices in any ſuch 
particulars, and to engage ow ſelves to walk at- 
{werably , and to render ſuitably tothe Lord, for 
ſuch undeſerved, and tt may be unexpetted Blef- 
lings and Benefits, 

e reade of Abrahams Servant, that when his 
Maſter ſent him to take a Wife for his Son Iſaac, 
he fought God, and ſaid, * © Lord God of my Ma- 
ſter Abraham, / pray thee ſend me good ſpeed this Day 
and ſbew Kindarf won my Mafter Abraham. And 
when God had given him good Succeſs, t he wor- 
ſhipped ard bleſſed God which had led him in the right 
Way. When Facob was greatly afraid of Eſaws 
coming, || he prayed to God to delwer him from the 
Hand of hus Brother. When Nehemiah underſtood 
the Miſery of Jeruſalem, he (* ) faſted and prayed 
before ' the God of Heaven, and intreated God to 
proſper him that Day, and to grant him Mercy in the 
Sight of the King, So when Eſther was to make an 
extraordinary Suit to King Ahaſnerm, (+) ſhe and 
her Maidens faſted and prayed for an happy flue 
and good Event. When David was troubled with 
flanderons Enemies, (|) he gave himſelf unto Pray- 
&, Andupon the Receit of Semachersb"s blaſphe- 
mous Letter, [*] Hezechiah went up unto the Houſe 
of the Lord, and ſpreadit before the Lord, and prayed 
a7ainſt Sennacherib King of Aſſyria. Chriſt upon 
his approaching Paſſion [!] prayed three in the 
Garden. St. Paul likewiſe, when there was given ta 
bim a Thorn in the Fleſh, the Meſſenger of Satan to 


buffet 
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buffet him, * for this thing he beſought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from him. 

How eminent have many pious Perſons been for 
gaining Opportunities of Religious Addrelles, and 
tor their Care tb improye mach Time in Prayer, 
whether upon ordinary, or extraordinary Occa- 
fons ? It is the worthy Commendation of [kJ] Phi- 
lippm Villerins, the Great Maſter of the Rhodes, that 

U the Time ht could ſpare from the neceſſary Cares of 
hu weighty Charge, from Aſſaults , and the natural 
R:freſhing of his Body, he beſtowed in Prayer and Ser- 
ving of God ;, He oftentimes ſpent the greateſt Part of 
the Night in the Church alone praying, his Head-piece, 
Gorget , andGantlets lying byhim: ſo that it was of- 
np that his devout Prayers and Carefulnefs would 
make the City invincible. Guſtavus Adolphus, King 
of Sweden, would pray a Ship-board, a Shore, in 
the Field, in the midſt of a Battel. ?Tis a memo- 
rable Paſſage in the [/] Life of Mr. Fohn Bradford, 
that his continual Stwdy was upon his Knees : and 
no doubr he mingled many boly Prayers with his 
hard Studies. [m | Mr. Hugh Latimer, in the latter 
Time of his Impriſonment, which was at Oxford, 
from April to October, did oftentimes continue fo 
tonz in fervent Prayer kneeling, that he was not a- 
ble to riſe without Help : And three ſpecial princi- 
pal Matters, which he ever menrion*d in his Prat- 
crs at that Seaſon, were theſe ; That God would 
give him Grace to ſtand to his Do.trize until his 
Death, that he might give and ſhed his Heart- 
blood in the Defence of the Goſpel : That God of 

XN 4 his 
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his Mercy would reſtore his Goſpel to England once 
again, once again: He allſodeſired with Tears, that 
God wou'd preſerve the Princef Elizabeth, and 
make her a Comfort to his comfortleſs Realm of 
England: All which Requelts God graciouſly 
granted : andin Anſwer to his firft particular De- 
lire, it was very remarkable , that his Body being 
open'd by the Force of the Fire, his Blood, which 
gather*d much to his Heart , guih'd qut of his 
Heart with Violence, and ran out in Abundance. 
[1] Enuſebivs, out of eAgeſipp:zs , tells us of Fames 
called Juſtus, that his Knees were grown very cal- 
lous, hard and brawny, benumm'd and bereft of 
the Senſe of Feeling, by reaſon of his continual 
kneeling in Supplication to God, and Petition for 
the People. So, Gregory relates of his Aunt Trucil- 
la, that her Elbows were as hard as an Horn, by of- 
ten leaning on a Desk when ſhe prayed. And 
St. Ferome, 1n an Epiſtle to Marcella, mentions this 
in the Praiſes of Aſella, that by her frequent kneel- 
ing inPrayer, ſhe had contratted ſuch an Hardnef 
on her Knecs, as is to be found on the [p] Knees of 
Camels, The ſame Father writes in the Life of 
Paul the Hermite, that [q] Anthony entring into 
the Cave, fourd there the dead Body of that Saint, 
in a praying Poſture, upon its bended folded Knees, 
with its Head liited up, and its Hands ſtretched 

Our 
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out on high. [7] How happy now is his Soul with- 
out his Body, 'whoſe Body was in a worſhiping Geſ- 
ture without his Soul / 

3. If we would redeem the Time,we mult give our 
ſelves to frequent holy Ejaculation, either . mental, or 
vocal ;, inward'y litting and darting up our Petitions 
and Heart's Deſires, or orallyuttering them in ſome 
yery ſhort yet pithy Expreſſions : of both which 
we have ſeveral Inſtances in Sacred Writ ; 
* Wherefore ['s] cruft thou wito me? ſaid Gced to 
Moſes ;, when Moſes utter'd not a Word, that we 
do reade of; but only uſed ſtrong Ejaculations, 
inward ardent Deſires and Groans. 1 So 1 prayed 
to the God of Heaven, ſaid holy Nehemiah ;, that is, 
he diſpatch'd and ſent up ſome ſhort Heart-prayers 
to Heaven, that God would dire-t his I ongue, 
and bend and (te) incline the Heart of the King ; 
the King's Heart being in the Lord's Hand; He could 
pray no otherwiſe at that Time, for he was then 
in the Preſence of the King, and in Diſcourſe. with 
him. And Nehemiah, and (*) our Saviour, and 
others, d d uſe by an holy Apoſtrephe to turn their 
Speech to God in vocal Ejacularions. 

The true Chriſtian (as a ſolid [#] Divine ſaies 
well)aves not limit himſelf penuriouſly to 4 — and 
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Evening Sarrifice and Solemnity, 43 witto Certain Rent« 
ſeaſons, wherein op an Homage of &'y Devotion ; 
but his loving and longing Soul Afeini to be confin'd 
within Canonical Hours, us frequently ſoaring in ſome 
heavenly Raptures or other, and ſallying forth in holy 
Ejaculations. 

If thou beeſt a truly regenerate Perſon , ſuch 
Ejatulation was thy firit, and will be thy loft 
Breathing : O ſee that it be the moſt #ſua! Exer- 
ciſe of thy Life. 

Great is the Benefit of holy and heavenly Ejacu- 
lation ;, which is like the keeping alive, and quick- 
ning the Fire for the Uſe and Service of the daily 
Sacrifice : If by neglett of this ſpirittal Exerciſe, 
we unhappily ſutfer the holy Fire to go out, 
wecan't Expect thar God ſhould kindle it anew, 
when we go to offer the Sacrifice of ſolemn Prayer 
toGod. By our much nling Efarnlatory Prayer, 
and familiarizing our ſelves to praying Thoughts 
and Defires, and exerciling our ſelves in ſpiritual 
Pleadings with God, our Hearts will be generally 
[] fratn'd and fitted ; and by immrdiatly previous 
Ejaculatory Prayer, our Hearts will be particularly 
diſpoſed and prepared for performance of ſer and 
ſolemn Prayer. 

We ſhall alſo [x] cloſe and come off well from 

CON= 
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[ſw] Such as will be ever and anon thus whetting their pray- 
ing Spicits and Graccs, will make Work of it when they come 
to it. They that are god at theſe runnin {£ Pulls, and Trips, 
are ſurely good Wiaſtlers with God, Cobbet of Prayer, p. 47- 

[x] Allthe Prayersof a gracious Supplianc are not cnded 
with his continued Speech in Prayer ; no, tis heart is lifting and 
lifting z as you ſec a Bell>rope ott hoyling up after you have done 
ringing the Be!I, ---- When a gracious Perſon's Heart i left 
in Heaven, uttering 1:5 after Requelts, now Praycr was well oy 
ric 
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continued Prayer, with the greater Spirituality and 
Ardency of Devotion, by following at lait our 
larger and longer Prayers with ſeveral ſborr {trong, 
Deſires, earneſt and affectionate good Withes, 
lively and vigorous Heart-lifts ;, ſuch like as theſe 
Lord, forgive the Inquity of my holy Things, O Lord 
hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken aid do, defer 
not, for thine own ſake, O my God. Let the Words of 
my Mouth, andthe Medit ation of my Heart be accept- 
able in thy Sight, O Lord my Strength and my Redee- 
mer, Good Lord, help me to live over my 
Prayers, and let me not deſtroy my Prayers by 
4 careleſs, Chriltleſs, wicked, looſe and ungodly 
Life : Amen, Amen. 

Yea, oftenretire, addreſs and apply thy felf 
to God in fhort Prayers and cordial Ejacnlati- 
ons , and theſe may [ y] ſupply the Lack of thoſe 

larger 


——  ———— —— 
— — — 


ried on. Thefe ſhorter Polt-feripts written after the other lon- 
ger Lerter, «-— have ever jomething of note ard worth. 7d, 16 
P+ 33» 34+ 

When men part with men, they uſe to give one another a Fa e- 
well, and nct bluntly deliver their Mind one to another, and fo 
turn their backs one' upon arother, --- Neither may a man, 
when a Duty is done, go away bluntly from God, but give him a 
Farewell by holy Mediratioh, It's an unfecmly kicxing of 2 
Duty, as molt men do when rhey are come to the end of their 
Prayers, ro whom with the Father and Hol) Spirit be aſcrite 4 
41 Praiſe and Glory, Amen ; Come is Dinner ready 3 of, What 
news do you hear > This is unmannerlinets towards the Ordi- 
nances of God, Fener of the ſe and Ben. of Divine Medin, 


» 25. fol 

[ 5] Bp. Taylor's Ru'e and Bxerc. of Holy Living, c. 1. $: 1. 

ule 9. 

The want of the folcmn Morning-Prayer (in caſe that ſome 
neceſſ;ry work of Charity do hinder us) may be ſupplicd by ſome 
frequent Ejaculatory Prayers, and frequent inward fpiritual Ad- 
mu ings and Adut ings ot God ; but the waut of thele cannot be 
iy!” 
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larger Portions of Time, which thou deſireſt and 
coveteſt for thy Devotion , and in which it may 
be thou thinkelt others have advantage of thee. 

Again; This is the readieſt ſureſt way to im- 
prove any ſpiritual Warmth, holy Aﬀettion or 
good Motion, wrought in thy Heart 1n the Uſe of 
Chriſtian Conference, in Hearing, Reading, Me- 
diration, or the like ; Toſend up ſudden ſuitable, 
ſeaſonable Ejaculatory Prayers or Praiſes, while 
thou art under ſuch a lively Senſe,and in ſuch a God- 
ly Frame. 

Farther. Ouroften uſing and daily maintain- 
ing a frequent Converſe with God, in the way of 
theſe holy devout Ejacwlations, theſe Aſpirations 
and Emigrations of Soul after God, this will prove 
a ſpecial Help to keep our Hearts very ſpiritual 
de tema and cloſe with God, and to get more 
intimate Acquaintance with him, and to ſecure the 
continuance of his gracious friendly Preſence with 
us. | 
This moreover is a fit and proper Means to call 


in and engage Divine Aſſiſtance, to inable us meetly 
to 


ſupplied by the other. White's Power of Godl. p. 97. 

It the caſe were fo, that we muſt omit one of them, it were bet+ 
ter to omit our ſolemn Prayer in the Morning, and to have our 
Heart ſending up continually Ejaculatory Pravers and Breath- 
ings after God, than to ſpend an Hour in the Morning in ſolemn 
Prayer. and Meditation, and all the reſt of the Day not to have 
{o much as one Thought of God. 1d 16. p. 202. 

You mult not leave off ſolemn Duties, and think to ſupply the 
want thereot by Ejaculatory Prayers, for chey are not to juſtle 
Out, but help one another : This ts, as if the Prieſts thould con- 
tent themkclves with keeping the Fire burning alwaies on the 
Altar, and neglect their Moining and Evening Sacrifice, 7d, 46, 


p-2 9. 
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to manage any temporal or ſpiritual Employment, 
and rightly to improve any Ordinance or Prov 
dence z adirett Means to procure from God Wiſ- 
dome and Grace, ſuitably to entertain any nota- 
ble Mercy newly received ;, to get Eaſe and Relief in 
any ſudden ſtrait or want ;, Patience under, and the 
SanCtification of a ſurpriſing and unexpected Afi 
tion ;, a preſent and approved Means to throw out 
the Injettions, and to repel the fiery Darts of the 
Devil ; to gain Help from Heaven againſt any /«d- 
den ſtrong Temptation, or riſing and working of any 
Corruption, and Strength againſt our Boſom Ma- 
ſter Sin, which is ſo apt ſo ealily to beſet us; A 
Means to prevent our being «7warily enſnared and 
entangled in the Uſe and Exercile of our lawful 
Labours or Recreations ; To be preſerved effetu- 
ally from Sin and Folly, when caſt unawares into 
profare or carnal Company ; to obtain Mercy and 
Pardon ſpeedily, upon apprehenſion of any Infirmi- 
ties, Slips or Failings ; To lift upour Hearts in 
ſuch Caſes in the Way of ſudden Ejacalatory Prayer 
to God. This will ſave our ſolztary Hours in the 
Day-time, and well improve our wakef#! Hours in 
the Nright-ſeaſon ;, when we cannot take our natu- 
ral Ret and Sleep, then to awaken and call upon 
our Souls to return unto their ſpiritual Reſt ; to 
raiſe and lift vupour Hearts to Heaven, and to pre- 
ſent the Deſires of our Souls to God. ['z)] This is 
an excellent way to redeem the Time, in the wart 


of 


[2] In hard Havens ſo choaked up with the envious Sands, 
that great Ships drawing many Foot Water, cannot come near, 
lighter and Icffer Pinnaces may heely and fafcly arrive, VVhen 
weare Time-bound, Flace-bound, or /crlon-bound, fo that 
we cannot compole vur ſelves to make a large and fol:cam Pray- 
es 
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of a proper Place for larger Prayer : Wherever thou 
art, though never ſo = from a Church or Orate- 
ry ; yetas to the Uſe of this kindof Prayer, thou 
maieſt be the Temple of God thy ſelf, and pray 
within thy ſelf. Yea, once more; This is an admi- 
rable way to redeem the Time, in the greateſt 
ſtraits of Time, in the midſt of much Company, in the 
Multiplictty, Croud, and Hurry of worldly Buli- 
nelſes and Employmerts : For this is the Advan- 
rage and rare Privileds of Ejaculation, that the 
ork, of God is performed in it, and {4} no ſecular 
Affair or worldly Occaſion hindred or retarded, 
impeded or interrupted by it : It is a gaining of 
Time for the Exerciſe of Religion,without any Pre- 
judice, Ler or Hindrance to your Calling : It is a 
taking T ime for a ſpiritual Duty, without taking it a- 
way trom your civil Employment. {b] You may at 
the ſame inſtant follow your particular proper /o- 
Ca- 


uh 
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er, this is the tight inant for Ejaculztions, whether orally ut- 
ter'd , or only pourcd forth inwardly in the Heart, Fuller's Me 
dit. on a! hind of Prayers, p. 77- 

[4] =-=- Meaza inter prelia ſemper 

Stedarum cat j4c plogu fnoce ah V4 avs, 
Czſir apud Lucan. 1, 10. v. 185. 

[6] The Field wherein Bees feed is no whit the barer for thelc 
biting 3 when they have took their full repait on Flower ar Graſs, 
the O« may feed the Sheep fat on their Reverſions. The reaſon 
is, becauſe thoſe lictle Chy miſts diitil only therefined part of the 
Flower, leaving the groller Subſtance thereof. Sov Ejaculations 
t-ind not ment any bodily Obſervance, only buſy the ſpiritual 
half, which maketh them conſiſtent with the proſecution of any 
other Employment. Fuller lec cit p 98. 

VVe ſhould mabe ſome improvement of that Time in which 
we do the works of our particular Caliings to ſome fpiritual Ad- 
vantage, (it our Employmen:s be ſuch as exerciſe the Hand and 
not the Head) by ſome uſetul Medirations 3 as mz will plant 
th-ir Hedg-: owes with fruic-trees, reckoning that what they get 
there- 
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Cation, and ſend up an holy Ejaculation. The Huſ- 
handman may dart forth an Ejaculation, and not 
make a Balk the more. The Tradeſman may mind 
his Shop never the leſs, for minding God in ſuch a 
way as this. Thy Ejacxlatory Prayers will ſanttify, 
inſtead of hindring thy Employments ; will in- 
fluence thy Conſcience , and keep thee from ſin- 
ning in thy Calling, and will draw down a Bleſling 
upon every Bulineſs and Undertaking, 

In a Word, To give our ſelves to holy and hea- 
venly Ejaculation , this is the way * to pray with- 
out ceaſing. And ſurely the Frequency and Num- 
ber of Ejaculatory Prayers , will bring us in ve- 
ry great and large ſpiritual Gains, and notable rich 
Returns, 

*Tis a noted and approved Saying, That much 
Mediation, ſhort Prayers and often, make an excellent 
Chriſtian. "The eminently Icarned and holy Arn- 
drew River did much accuſtome and inure himſelf to 
theſe ſhort Prayers : He uſed in his old Age (as he 
him- 


thereby is clear Gain, becauſe they take up no room which 
mighc be put to any other Uſe 3 ſo what we ger by ſuch Medita- 
tions is clearly gained, becauſ- it doth not hinder any other Em- 
ployment. Lukins Pratt, of Gedl. p. 53, 54. 

Arr thou as much againit this, that worldly tHovghts ſhould 
mingle themſclves with thy ſolemn Prayers,as that huly thoughts 
ſhould be mingled wirh thy worldly bufinets ? This thews the 
rottenneſs of thy Heart, that thou wilt admit the VVorld to 
come and ſpeak with thee in the midſt of thy folevn Dutics, or 
converſe with God, but wilt not afford God a word, or a look, 
while thou art converfing with the VVorld, White's Power of 
Godl.p 214. 

* i Theff 5. 154 
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himſelf declares [c] in an Epiſtle to his Brother) 
for many Yearsevery Day, and often every Hour, 
to repeat * thoſe Words of the divine Pſalmilt, 
which were ſuitable to the Circumltances of his 
own Condition; © God, thou haſt taught me from 
my Youth : and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous 
Works. Now alſo when I am old and, gray-headed, O 
God, forſake me not : until I have ſhewed thy Strength 
unto this Generation, and thy Power to every one that 15 
fo COME, 


The ſeventh Direttion. 


If we would redeem the Time , we mult ſer 
our ſelves to the daily, frequent , diligent Reading, 
and ſerious ſtudying of the ſacred Scriptures : for, 


1. This is a gaining and making Advantage of all 
that Time paſt, which the Scripture gives you the Hiſto- 
ry and Account of, 

Seneca adviles his Friend Lucilizsby the Peregri- 
nation of his Mind to go tothe ancient Worthies, 
and renowned great Men, and by Cogitation to 
behold them, in order to an Imitation of them : 
This he propoſes to him, asa prudent way to get 
Vice extirpated, and Vertue farther planted in him. 
He would have him by Contemplation go live and 
converſe with the Cato*s, with Leline, Tubero, So- 
crates, Zeno, Chryſippus, Poſidonins : Theſe will in- 

ſtruft 


[c] Fgoſard, mi puter. 4 multys anni hanc orationemn ſin. 
gulus ditbus, & [ape horis, repeto, qus ſentio mihs hec eadem con. 
venire, —» Andr, Rivet. ep. ad ULuil, Fratr. Dz Senctt. bon, 
P. 1260, 

* Plal. 71. 17, 18. 


a good Duty in evil Dates. 321 
ſtruit you, ſaies [a] he, in the knowleds of things di- 


vine and humane, and will command and cnjoin you to 
be buſied and employed in ſome good Aition. Let me 
adviſe and counſel you that are Chriſtians, to travel 
[requently through the holy Scriprares ; to keep a 
conſtant Courſe ot attentive reading thoſe ſacred 
Writings, and they will give you the happy Ad- 
vantage of ſpiritual and fruitful Converie with the 
Patriaichs and Pr ophets,, with Abraham, and Iſaac , 
and Facob; with Moſesand Elias ;, with Noah, Fob, 
and Daniel ; with David and Solomon ;, with St.Pe- 
ter , and Paul, and James, and Jobn ;, with Christ, 
and his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Chr {tans : 
There you may get Acquaintance with, and make 
uſe of thoſe rare Perſons, that have been molt cxem- 
plary and ſerviceable in their Generations, and moſt 
delervedly famors in the ſeveral Ages of the Church 
of God and Chrilt ; and may take the Bene'iit of 
their holy Diſcorrſcs, their exce!lent Lives and ver 
tuous Actions, 

And what the ſame Philoſopher wiſely Diſcour- 
les in his excellent Book of the Brevity of Life, en- 
couraging Perſons to a daily familiar Acqua:ntance 
with Zeno, Pythagoras, Democritts, Ariſtotle, Theo- 
phraſt#s ;, What he ſaies there to iny.te and engage 
Men to reade the Writings of ſuch as exce.} 11 uſe- 
ful Philoſophical Learning, and gaod Arts, is more 
truly applicable, by way of /do:zve, to prevail 
with Men to give themſelves to the reading of the 
Pen-men of the facred $: riptur if, and ot the S, yunugs 
of thoſe wiſe and holyPerſons that are mtroduced 

Y Cit- 
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diſcourſing therein : [b] There 1s not one of theſe but 


will call thee to hear them ſpeaking to thee ;, not any one 
of them, but, if you come to them, will ſend you away 
more happy, and more in love with them : none of them 
will ſuffer you to go empty-banded away from them. 
They may be met and ſpoken with, viſited and conver- 
ſed with by all both Day and Night. None of theſe 
will preſs you to dre preſently, but all will reach you to 
die well at laſt : None of theſe will waſte your Tears, 
but will readily contribute and give their own to you, 
for your Ule and Service, Profit and Benefit : 
None of their Diſcourſe will ever be dangerous, none 
of their Friendſhip wilt prove pernicious, your Acquain- 
tance with them, and Obſervance of them will not be 
coſtly and chargeable to you, You may receive what 
you want, and carry away nhat you will from them : 
They will never hinder you from drawing as much out of 
them, as you are capavie of containing. What an hap- 
py azd lovely old Age i: like robefal him, who has given 
binfelf into their T uition ? He will have thoſe contmu- 
ally at hand, with whom he may deliberate both of the 
ſmalleſt and greateſt Matters, whom he may daily ad- 
viſe with about hinſclf, from whom he may hear the 
1rmh without Reproach, by whom he may be commend- 
ed without Flatter y, and after whoſe Sinulitude he may 
form and faſhion himſelf. — Theſe mill ſet you 
in the way, that will ſurely bring you to an happy Eter- 
nity, ard will mornt you 3p into that Place, out of which 
mane [12 ll be al le to Cje of vot. 

'T 5 IS, tina ſenſe, a gaimmg of a great deal of 
Time that is p-ſt, ard an happy converting It to 
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our own ſpiritual Profit and Uſe. Our peruſing 
the notable uſeful Hiſtories, and inſtructive Paſla- 
ges of the ſacred Pages, will, after 4 ſort, make all 
that Time [c} ours, and ſerve # a manner as much 
to our advantage, as if we our ſelves had liv'd in the 
ſeveral Apes, in which thoſe eminently pious Per- 
ſons appeared and acted, that are recorded in ſa- 
cred Writ. 


2. Our Reading the holy Books of Scripture, is 
a proper redeeming that 7 ime wm particular, which 
is demed to worldly Profit or Pleaſure, and applied 
to ſuch a ſpiritual Uſe : It is a good bh banding, and 
wellimproving the preſent Time, that 1s ſpent and 
employed in this religious Duty : for this 1s our 
Attendance on an Ordinance of God, and in that 
reſpett an honouring of God. It is alſo a Means of 
attaining divine Knowledz, heavenly Grace, and ſpi- 
raual Comfort. 

(1.) Divine Knowled7. By reading the Scripture 
we may be taught of God, and come to be acquaint- 
ed with the 14nd and Will of our ſupreme Ruler 
and Governour, with the righteous Laws of our 
Creator and Redeemer : There we may find * a 
Light unto our Feet, and a Lanthorn unto our Paths , 
a Pillar of Fire by Night, to condu:t us through the 
Wilderneſs unto Canaan; a Star Itill before us, 
to lead us unto Chriſt, From thence we may re- 
ceive ſuitable and ſcalonable Information, Reſolu- 
tion, Direction, if, with holy Dav.d, we take 
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God's Teſtimonies for our * Counſellers, The Scri- 
ptures are apt to preſerve, and powerful to re- 
duce Men from erroneous Opinions : as Junius was 
mightily wrought upon, and with clear Conviction 
and full Satisfaction recovered out of Atheiſm, and 
converted to the Truth, by reading the Beganning 
of [4] St. Johns Goſpel, The Scriptures are + able 
ro make us wiſe unto Salvation ;, to make us 10 w/e, 
as to become truly good. For, 

(2.) Our reading the Scripture, is a means of ob- 
taining heavenly Grace, The holy Scripture is apt to 
territy and affright the Sinner out of the Way of 
Sin. The pure and clean Word of God is able to 
make thee pure and clean, The holy, juſt, and good 
Law of God, is able to make thee holy, juſt, and 
good, St. Auſtin, in his younger Years, was an ##- 
continent Perion ;, but being at length admoniſhed 
by this Voice, Tolle, lege ;, tolle, lege ;, take up the 
Book and reade ; he preſently caught up and 0- 
pened [_e] St. Paul's Epiſtles, and happily firit calt 
his Eyes upon thoſe Words in the thirteenth Cha- 
pter of the Epiltle to the Romans, || Not im Rioting 
and Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering and Wamtonneſs, 
wot in Strife and Envying. But put ye on the Lord Je- 
Jus Chriſt, and make not Proviſion for the Fleſh, to ful- 
foll the Luſts thereof : With which his Heart was po- 
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werfully afefted, and touched to purpoſe. [7] / 
had no need to reade any further, ſaies he ; How ſweet 
and pleaſant aid I preſently find it to want thoſe trifling 
Pleaſures of Sin ? How glad was I now to let go quite, 

what a little before I was ſo much afraid to loſe ? Thou 
didſt make thoſe ſeeming Sweetneſſes vaniſh,O Chriſt Je- 

it, who art the true and higheſt Sweetneſ, and did(t 
come thy ſelf in their Room and Stead, ſweeter than all 
the Pleaſures in the World. 

The Word of God's Grace, is that holy * Seed of 
which you may be born agarn ;, and is able, when 
once you are truly converted trom Sin and the 
World to God, to + build you up, and to give 
you an Inheritance among all them which are ſanttified, 

(3.) Our reading the Scripture, isa ready Way, 
and proper Means of finding /piriizal Peace and 
Comfort, ([_ g] That Place of Paul, was truly to me the 
Gate of Paradiſe : So ſaid Luther of the 17th Verſe 
of the firſt Chapter to the Romans, T he Righteouſneſs 
of God is revealed in the Goſpel from Faith to Faith : 
a5 it ts written ,, The uſt ſhall leve by Faith. Mr. Bil- 
ney, Or rather St. Bilney (as [þ] Father Latimer did 
not ſtick to {tile him) that holy and bleſſed Martyrof 
God, that ſuffer”d Death for God"s Word”s ſake, was 
raiſed and revived, cheered and retrelhed by the 
15th Verſe of the firſt Chapter of the firit to I /m0- 
thy : He confelles of himſelf, that when the 
New Teſtament was firlt fer forth by Eraſmns, he 
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was drawn to buy it, more in conſideration of the 
good Latine of that Edition, than out of any regard 
to the Word of God, (of which he was utterly ig- 
norant atthat Time) And, by the Providence of 
God, he ici! at firſt reading on this Sentence, Thus 
& a faithful Saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to ſave Sinners ;, of 
whom I am chief. [h] O this Saying of Paul , was a 
ſweet and comfortable Saying to me, ſaies he : This one 
Sentence, God inwardly teaching and inſtrutting me, 
did fo exhilarate and comfort my Heart, which before 
was wounded and ready to deſpair, through the Convi- 
ton and Senſe I bad of my Sins ;, that I felt immediat- 
ly ſuch a marvellous Tranquillity and Gladneſs within 
me , that the Bones which had been broken did rejoice : 
and from this Time the Scripture began to be ſweeter to 
me than the Honey and the Honey-comb. As Adam 
and Eve went about in vain to cover their Nakedneſ 
with their Fig-leaves, and were never quieted till they 
had believed the Promiſe of God, that the Seed of the 
Woman ſhould break the Serpents Head, ſo neither could 
The healed, ſaies he, of the Stings and Bitings of my 
Sins, before 1 was taught of Ged that Leſſon of which 
Chriſt ſpeaks, Joh. 3. 14, 15. As Moſes lifted up the 
Serpent in the Wilderneſs,eucn ſo muſt the Son of Man be 
lifted up : That whoſcever believerh in him, ſhould not 

peri ſh, but have eternal Life. 
Thomas a Kenipis is ſaid tohave uttered , and to 
have written this Sentence in his Books, [7] I have 
ſought 


_——_—_ 


[h] O mihi / 41 mam Paul; ſcententiam. —-- Her una 
ſerrents t: Deo 1:tWyg 112 Corde mes docente. fic exlularavit pedt ws 
menmy Ge. Pin, ep. ad Cutb, Tonltallum Lond. Epiſc, Fox 
AR & Mon 2 v. Pp. 91s. 

[ #] In omutbus 1 equiem gueſivi, fed nuſnu1uam mmvens pres cs - 
quam mm angiulacumiibeio, $. Torlhel cxcrcit, in Malach, 
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ſought for Reſt every where, but have found it no where 


except in a Corner alone with a little Book, The Bible 
is that blelled Book, which will cither alone, or 
above all other Books aftord a ſuitable ſealonable 
Reſt unto our Souls, 

And now theſe Things conlidered, is it not weſt 
worth the while to beltow your Time and Pains in 
reading and ſtudying the ſacred Scriptures ? 


3. It is moreover a Means and Help to theright 
redeeming of our Time for the future + ror , here In 
the Scripture we have the platnelt Precepts given us, 
to oblige us to rake due Care of our 'I ime z the 
beſt Examples and worthielt Patterns of Redempti- 
on of Time ſet before us, in the Servants oft God, 
and in the Son of God ; and have here aiiorded us 
the ſtrongeſt Morives ard Encouragements to 17, 
and the molt prudent Initru{tions and proper 2ire- 
{tons about it : For, all that has been h:therto &rſ- 
courſed concerning it, has chietly {cn terch'd from 
and arawn out of the holy SCreptures, 

Ard theſe divine and ſacred Writings, will not 
only teach and inſtru you, but alſo mrard'y a:/- 
poſe and qualify, fir and enable you to make the 
belt Improvement of your remaining Time , by 
converting and transforming, regenerating and re 
newiag, purifying and ſanctifying you: By giving 
you a new Nature, they wi.l enable you to lead 2 
new Life. 

And therefore be ſure to redeem ſome compe- 
tent Time for reading of the Scripture, that you 
may the better redeem the Remai':der of your 
Time by reading of the Scripture. I he noble e- 
thiopian * Eunuch would loſe no Time, bat as he 

Y 4 v.45 
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was travelling, and ſitting in his Chariot, he read 
Eſaias the Prophet : And ( as St. Chryſoſtom well 
notes) if he was ſo religiouſly employed in a Four- 
ney, whac a diligent Student of the Scripture was 
he at home? yea though he found what he then read 
to be to him difficult and [ k J obſcure, yet he would 
not lay that holy Book away, which he did not at 
preſent well underſtand. We muſt eſteem reverent- 
ly of the Word (faies the judicious [/] Hilderſam ) 
though we cannot at the firſt reading or hearing of it 
profit by it, or diſcern what uſe it may ſerve us unto. 
The Fews were ſo exactly verſed in the Old Teſta- 
ment, that [m7] Joſephus gives this Teſtimony of 
them, Every one of our Nation being demanded of our 
Laws, can anſwer as readily as he can tell his own 
Name. * The Bereansare commended for ſpend- 


ing 


| ——— 


[4] Que aperts ſunt, 5 in quibus mentem ſuam Dew ape- 
rit, avide © prompto animo Cons dreet ; qua adhur nobss be 
ſeura ſunt, preterire conventt, donec plenyor lux affulgeat. Yuod 
{# legendo non f1tig.co1mur, fiet tandem, wt (criptura 4ſſiduo ui 
f.umiltarsys nobss reddatur. Calv. in loc, 

[{] Mr; Arthur Hilderfam Lecture 1. on the Title of Pſal, $1. 
Page 2 

The obſcurity of any Place ſhould increaſe our Diligence in 
ſearching the ine ning of ir ; and teach ns to acknowledy the ne- 
ety ot a learned Miniſtry, and of that Gift of Interpretation 
God hath giz en into his Servants ; 44. 8,z1. And to feethe 
Neceſſity of joining with our reading humble Piayer unto God, 
that he would open our Underitancing 2 //. 119. 18. And cauſe 
us to come to t!.c rcading of the Word with an Hear that is 
humb'ed and fearful to offend God : For rhe ſecret of the Lord 
uw with them that fear him ;, and he will ſhew them bus Cyvenant, 
Pi. 25. 14, And this ſhould move us to matk, and lay up in our 
Hea' ts, ea thoſe things which we underiland not, becauſe they 
may 6&0 us geod h:reafter, Luke 2. 50, $1, Joh, z, 22» 7d, 6, 
pay.2,3 

[-:] Contr, Appion, |. 2, 
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ing their Time every Day in ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, | It 1s the honourable Character of Apollos, 
that he was * mighty m the Scriptures, one that had 
2 great Inſight and Skill in the Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament : But t Aquila and Priſcilla ordina- 
ry Tent-makers, had attained to ſuch a meaſure of 
Knowl2dg in the Goſpel, that they were able to 
inſtruct an eloquent Apollos, and to expound wnto 
him the Way of God more perfettly. || Timothyhad 
known the holy Scriptures from a Child. Tertullian aft- 
ter his Converſion was taken up »:ght and day in 
reading of the Scriptures, and did with great Pains 
get much of them by heart, and that fo exadtly, 
that he knew each Period, Origen having thisdaily 
Tak et him by his Father, to rehearſe unto him 
ſome Portion of Scrzpture ;, He, though a Child, not 
only committed the Words unto his Memory, but 
inquired into the Senſe and Meaning of them ; and 
diverſe Times would gravel his Father with the 
Queſtions which he propounded to him : And 
when he was grown to riper Tears, he ſpent much 
of the Night in meditating on the holy Scriptures, 
[1] Eraſmus gives this notable Teſtimony of St.Je- 
rome, Who, 1aics he, did ever learn by heart the whole 
Scripture, imbibe, concolt , handle it , meditate upon 
i as be did? This very learned, and holy Father 
did moreover [9] inflame and ſtir up diverſe no- 
ble Matrons of his Acquaintance at Xome to an ear- 
nelt 


* Acts18. 24, Þ+ Verlc 26+ 2 Tim. 3. 15- 

TI {Li1925 ſoc wniverſam C4SVIN AH Scriptior, mn edidicit, 11H 
bibit, comcoxit, verſ@vit, melitatune eff  Eralmn, ep, Nuncupat, 
ad G, Varam prztis, Epilt, D. Hieron, 

[ec] Has omines Hieronimus ad divine Scripture [fudium t- 
flammavyit, mnflummatas ſu4 dodtrina provexit, Hicron. vita 
per Etalm, Conterta, 
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neſt and conſtant Study of the divine Scriptures, Cx- 
horting and urging thoſe holy Women not to lay 
the Bible but of their Hands, until being overcome 
with Sleep,and not able any longer to hold up their 
Heads, they bowed them down, as it were to ſa- 
Jute the Leaves below them with a Kiſs : And by 
his inſtruftionof them, and interpretation of the 
Scriptures to them, he aſlitted and promoted their 
pious Endeavours in thoſe ſacred Studies, [z] that 
ﬆt might be the greater ſhame for any Biſhops in any wiſe 
ro neglett thoſe ſacred Books, which were ſo often read 
and ſo well underſtood by the weaker Sex. And he at- 
teſts particularly Marcella's Induſtry, and great 
Proficiency, in his Epitaph of her, exprelling him- 
ſelf in theſe Words concerning her ; Becauſe 1 was 
at that Time of ſome Repute and Note, faies he, for 
the Study of the Scriptures, [0] ſhe never met with 
me but ſtill ſhe would be putting ſome Queſtions to me a- 
bout the Scriptures : And he further adds there; 
[p] Whatever by long Study was gathered by me, and 
turd as it were into my Nature by continual Meds- 
tation, all that ſhe pick?d out, taſted, learwd, and poſ- 
feſfd: So that after my departure, if any Controverſy 
eoſe about the Teſtimony of the Scripture 12 any Mat- 
ter, they bad recourſe to her as a Fudg therein, Pro- 


ſper 


—_———— ms 
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[] Quo /24ih eff .t ab roſes Epiſcopis ſacros libror meglige, 
ques ſexs nfirmi ampleteritur, 1d. ib. 

[o] Nunquam me convent quin de Scripturis aliquid inter- 
roparet. IJ. 15. 

[p] Qnrcqrud 12 nobes longo frat ſRudio compregatum, © me- 
dt atyone CIHTMT? 1 7u2ſe 19 MAH 4/78 VE) ſum, hoc ills libavit, 
ardicit, argue pojſenait : taut poxt profeitionem noſtram, [0 mn 
ali540 trſtimonna Scriptuerarum efſet overt contentuo, adillam 
pevdirem pergeretur. 10, 1). 

Taſer ALE 17 ALTOS FRAY, FAV LH 48 verbs Tetitu;lian, de cultu fage 
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ſper was aſliduous in reading the Scripture, and uſu- 
ally had the four Evangel:ſts in his Hands. Vene- 
rable Bede read the Scripture with ſuch Devotion 
and Afﬀection, that he would often weep in the 
reading of it, and would conclude his reading of 
Scripture with Prayer, The good Emperour, Lbe- 
odoſt #4 Senior wrote ont the whole new 1 eſt ament with 
his own Hana, and read ſome Part of it every Day , 
[9] T heodoſixs the ſecond dedicated and conſecrated 
a good Part of the Night to the Study of the Scrip- 
twres : to which end he had (as Nicephors relates) 
a Lamp 1o artificially made that it conſtantly ſup- 
plied it ſelf with Oz/; that none of his Servants 
might ſuffer any Trouble upon thoſe Occalions. 
He learned much of the holy Scrzptures without 
Book, and when he met and confer'd with the Bi- 
ſhops he expounded and explain'd obſcure and 
knotty Places of Scripture, as if he himſelf had been 
a Perſon in holy Orders. Maccovics reports of 
George Prince of Tranſylvania, that he had read 0- 
ver the Bible ſeven and twenty times, And ir is ito- 
ried of Alphonſus King of Arragon, that (notwith- 
ſtanding all his Princely Afﬀairs) he read over the 
Bible with a large Comment, ſome ſay, ten, others 
aſhrm, fourteen times. Bonaventure wrote out the 
Bible rwice with his own Hand, and had moſt of it 
by heart. Antonius Walew in his younger Years im- 
printed much of theScripture in his Mind,and when 
he was[p]old could repeat without Book the Epil- 
itle 


— — _ — 


— 
_— 


[0] "Empyer oe fer mums WxTWe, NUVI EX MN, VS 1g T « 
£0xw27 8 of bUTUATEY » T4 Seuernld; 19 *Adaov my 46 ve 3 
Ts £04075 £YTVY , AVEHY 6 Vegan Te 'yerpz mh ryeagty d- 
WOwnPuey, & TE i | leeew's xa TEoww. Niceph. ecclchalit, riiltoria, 
ls 14 C- 3, 


Ta Vit, Ant. VValxi ante Oper, Tom. 1, 


332 Redemption of Time 


ſtle to the Romans, the ſecond to the Corinthians, to 
the Galatians, Epheſians , and Philippians, Z uin- 
2lims wrote out St. Pauls Epiſtles, and got them 
heart, [p] Thomas Cromnwel (afterward Earl of 
Eſſex) in his Journey going and coming from 
Rome, learned the Text of the whole New Teſta- 
ment of Eraſmw's Tranſlation without Book, which 
was a Means of bringing him to the Knowledg, and 
Savour, and Love of the Truth. [q] Biſhop Rid- 
ley, in his Letter of Farewel to his Friends, bidding 
farewel to Pembroke-Hall, does thus atteſt his own 
Practice, with the comfortable Fruit and Effect of 
It : In thy Orchard, ſaies he, (the Walls, Buts, and 
Trees, if they could ſpeak,,, would bear me witneſs) 1 
learned withous Book almoſt all Paul's Epiſtles, yea, and 
all the Canonical Epiſtles, ſave only the Apocalypſe : of 
which ſtudy although in time a great part did depart 
from me, yet the ſweet ſmell thereof I truſt T ſhall carry 
with me into Heaven : for the Profit thereof I think, 1 
bave felt in all my Life-time ever after, ['r] Dr. Gouge 
did tyc himſelf to reade every Day fifteen Chapters 
in Engliſh out of the Bible, five in the Morning, 
frveafter Dinner before he fell upon his other Stu- 
dies, and five betore he went tobed ; which courſe 
he firſt took up when he was a young Student in 
Kin!'s Colleds in Cambrids, He was often heard to 
ſay, that when he could not ſleepin the Night time, 
he uſed in his Thoughts to run through dzvers 
Chapters of the Scripture in order, as If he had heard 
them read to him. The like Practice he uſed in 
the Day time when he was alone, whether within 
Doors, 


{ 7] Fox AR. and Mon, 2 V.P. 1075- 

[9] 14. 1b. Þ. 1609, 1610. . 
[7] His Lite, inſerted among Mr.Clark's Lives of lo em. Div. 
P- $72 99. 
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Doors , or abroad ; for which end, he wrote in a 
little Book,, which he alwaies carried about him, 
the diſtin /Teads of every Particular Pallage in cve- 
ry Chapter of the Bible, that ſo, when in any 
Place he meditated on the Wort of God, and was 
at a loſs, he might preſently find help by that irrle 
Book, By this means he made himſelf ſo expert in 
the Text, that if he heard any Phraſe of Scripture, 
he could preſently tell where it was to be found. 
And beſides all this, he had his ſet Times of Study 
for underſtanding the meaning of the more ifficulr 
Places of Scripture. [5] Mr. Jeremy Whitaker uſu- 
ally read a//the Epeſtles in the Greek Teltament 
twice every fortnight. ['t] Mr. Ignatius Jurdain read 
the Bible above twenty Times over, and that with 
ſpecial Obſervation (as appeared by the Aſerisks, 
and Marks in the Bible which he uled) making par- 
ticular Application to himſelf. [«] Bp. Tſber had 
two Aunts, who, by reaſon of their blindneſs from 
their Cradles, never ſaw Letters, and yet trarught 
him firſt to reade. Dr. Bernard tells us, that their 
readineſs in the Scripture was marvellous, being 
able ſuddenly to have repeated ary part of the Buble. 
I have read of one , who was ſo conſcientiouſly co- 
verows of redeeming Time for reading of the Scrip- 
ture , that [w] beinga Priſoner in a dark, Dungeon, 
when a Light was brought to him for a little Time 
to eat his Diet, he would pull out his Bible, and 

reade 
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[:] His Lite, ib. p. i63. 

[7 | He had rcad that voluminous Book of the Aﬀts and Mo» 
numents ot the Church ſeven times OVeET, [n ha Liſe 470mg 
My. Clark's Lives 11 4- 

{w] His Lite w:intten by Dr, B rnards P.22, 
[w} Fox's Time and the end of Time. Þ. 7. 
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reade a Chapter, ſaying, he could find his Month in 
the dark,, but not reade in the dark, 

O mind the Scriptwres, in imitation of theſe and 
the like excellent Examples, * Give attendance to 
reading. + Search the Scriptrres, as Chriſt com- 
mands. As Diggers in [x] Mines, with much La- 
bour and Pains do ſearch tor Veins of Gold and 
Silyer in the Bowels of the Earth 5; So labour dili- 
gently to dig deep in the rich and golden Mines of 
Scripture for hidden Treaſures of ſaving Truth. 
Can you uſe your Eyes, exerciſe your Reaſon , im- 
prove your Hours in a better Employment ? Content 
not thy ſelf with a ſlight and —_ reading, but 
get a right and good underſtanding of theſe ſacred 
Oracles, Read them with Prayer to God, before 
and after the reading of them. Reade them with 
the [ y] Help of the ſame Sp:rie that wrote them : 
Read them, and hear the Voice of the bleſled Spirit 
ſpeaking in them.Read,recetve,and keep the Word 
in an honeſt and good Heart : (Luke 8. 15.) Hide the 
Word of God in thy Heart, with David, (PL. 119. 
1.) as a precious Jewel and Treaſure ;, as the Law 
was kept in a Cheſt or Ark: (Exod. 25. 21.) Let 
the Word of Chritt dwell richly, copiouſly, plen- 
tifully in thee ; (Cololl. 3. 16.) and in this man- 
ner make thy Heart Bibliothecam Chriſti, the Libra- 
ry of Chriſt; as [ z ] St. Ferome tells us Nepo- 
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* 1 Tim.4 13. f Joh. 5, 39. tear. 
B A Lapide in loc. 

)] 2x0 Sprritu fate ſunt Scriptures to Spiritu legs deſyde- 
ranty ipſoctiam imieligenude ſunt, Beru. ep, ad Fratres de mon- 
te Dei. 

[4] Ledone afſidng,& meVitatione diuturnd, petue ſun 
bible othecam fecerat Chriſti, Hier. ep. ad Heliod, Epitaph, Ne- 
Þcr1anl. 
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tzandid, by his conſtant reading, and daily Medi- 
tation. 

Reade the Scriptures, and fully aſſent to the Truth 
and Goodneſs of them : Reade them, and feed and 


feaft upon them : With the Prophet Ezekye!, * ear, 


and fill thy Beily with this Ro#f;, *rwill be in thy 
Mouth as Honey for Sweetnef., Do not only take 
the Scriptures intu thine Hand, and get them into 
thine Head, but let them be deeply rooted in, and 
fairly printed upon thy Heart:Read them,[[a]conco## 
and inwardly d:zgeſt them ; do not only retain them 

in thy Memory, but turn them into a new Nature. 
Do not offer to deal with the Scripewres, as little 
[b] School-Boys do with their Nuts, who often get 
them only to play with them, having no mind or 
intention at all to crack, the Shell, and to raſte the 
Kernel of any of them, Reade and regard the Scrrp- 
tures, not only to get a zotional Knowledg of them, 
and merely to make them matter of Diſcourſe, and 
of Diſpute, but with an honelt Purpole to profit int 
Piety, 


* Erck 3.1 3- 

[4] Aloment 4 qu ACCOPLIAME y 1644 mags in ſu4 eudlitate per 
durant, F jolida mnatant ſtoma ho, oner 4 ſrnt 3 at chum ex 
quod trant, mitata ſwnt, tune demum invires © in ſanguinem 
tranſeunt. [dem mm hu, guitbus Aluntur mgend, profit emml : 
it GqURC19117) 146 hauſunus, non pA I4GUTY anitenrd eſe, ne Aliens 
font. Concognan mw ola ; alzoquim 13 MIO 45; nt, mou Int 
mgeninm. Aſſentramur ils fideltter, 5 neſtr.1 f4c149mWy ut 
wnum quiddam fiat ex mult, Sen. Cp. 54. 

[6] Culpanai ſunt, qus im ledtione quidem Bibliorum verſ.un- 
Ir, non tam wm ſiby proponuet / p47 wt conſe 1enT [am [44am 
edrifrcent 5 mm pretare proficriant, fed tantium nt [cientiam 4lt- 
quam ſibt compurent, 0164 velur artificio quodam apud alios [e 0) 
tentent, ubi Spir itum minin.s quarentes, uls maxime lequitiny 
Spiritns, non difſumiles fuer, qui m.ce 41 ludendum querunt, 
nucleg nec guſtato, nec aperto. andr. Rivet, Ilagog. ad d. SCript. 
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Piety , and practical Knowledg, by the frequent 
reading, ard conſtant ſtudying of them. 

Reade, and receive the Scripture, * not as the 
Word of Men, but ( as it ts intruth ) the Word of God: 
This will make all its Commands more ſtrong and 
powerful, more [weer and acceptable, to think very 
ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, that they are the Com- 
mands of God, who has Authority to command us ; 
and of agood God, who ſhews as much Love in his 
Commanas, as he does in his Promiſes ; who gave 
his Son to die for us, and therefore we may be lure, 
wiil command us nothing, but out of Love, and for 
aur good , nothing but what will ſome way ſerve 
to fit us for, and bring us to that Glory and Hap- 
pineſs , which his Son has dearly purchas'd for us. 
This alſo will mightily frengthen your Faith in 
Scripture-Promiſes, to conſider that they are God's 
Promiſes, who «nderſtands what he promiſes , is 
true and faithful, and camet lie, and is able to per- 
form whatever he promiſes, be his Promiſes never 
ſo large and great. And this will render Scrip- 
ture-1 breatnings very terrible ,, and cauſe you to 
tremble at them, and ſtand in aw of them; to be- 
lieve and conlider that they are God's Threat- 
nings, whois arnd with Oniporency, and able to 
execute to the utmoſt the molt dreadful Threat- 
nigs that are denounced in his Word. 

O bleſs and praiſe the good and holy Name of 
Ged, that you are not lefr to the conduit of your 
purolind ſhort-lighted Reaſon, to the faint Light of 
the Candle within you, to the natural Darkneſs and 
Blindneſs of your carnal Minds, and corrupt 
Hearts ; that you are not guided with the Turks 

by 
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by a ridiculous Acoran, nor with the Fews direct- 
ed to follow a few curious XKabbines, nor with 
the Papi/ts enſlaved to humane , unw ritten, Uncer- 
tain Traditions ;, But that you have the Bible Open 
and intelligible in the Exeliſh T ongue. 

Highly prize and value the Scriptures, and reade 
them w:th Tharkfulneſs, Love, Foy and Delizht, 25 
the beiF Book you can pollibly reade in the whole 
World, the moſt incomparable Writings, whic! 
clearly and certainly declare the intinite Love of 
God, and ſeaſonably bring the glad Tidings of 1 
Saviour to loit and undone Mankind ; which ſhew 
and diſcover to a miſerable Sinner the only happy 
way and means of firm Reconciliation to an 01Q = 
Deity, and bring Life and Immortality to lt; 
which are God's publick Att of Inaomnity, and tb 
free Grant of a tuil Pardon, and of eternal Salva- 
£10n to the peritent Believer. Wil you not priz. 
and uſe the Word of God, that bucorruptible Seed, 
of which you are, or may be born again ? and have 
frequent recourſe to-that Word, w hich is the ſin- 
cere Milk, and {trong Aeat, by which you may 
grow and be daily nouriſhed ; the Toy with 
which you may be refreſhed when weak ; the Phy- 
ſick, with which 'you may be cured ery ſick: : 
the Sword of the Spirit, with which you may defcr.c 
your ſelves when aſlaulted, ai.d reliſt and 1 ene 
your ſpiritual Enemies ? Will you 'not read:!s 
and gladly repair to the Precepts which corr/c! 151 
10 all your Doubts, and quicken you in 7 OUL 
Deadneſs ? and get and keep a fpiricual Acts 
tance with thoſe exceedin? great and prect . 
ſes, that ſtrengthen ard itay, relieve a! 
ſupport and comfort you , in all our 
and Afflictions, Troubles and Trials, 
and Heart- breakings, Diſquierments bd 
razements ? L ory 
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Me-thinks, a Man ſhould never take up the Bible, 
when he reads in private, but with the greatelt 
Comfort and Foy that can be, and ſhould ſay within 


himſelf, Here's that which very plainly propoſeth m 
the molt excellent Exd, aud withal the moſt proper - bs 


and ſure Means to reach and attain it ; whichclear- Cha 
ly holds forth a /ufficzen Rule of Faith and Life ; 
which plentifully atfords me moſt admirable Pre. | ; 
ceprs, and moſt fſeleft exaCt Parterns of exerciling 
Graces ard performing Duties, moſt rare Exem- | 11 
p!ars of ſtrong believing and holy Living! Here's 
that which contains the grand Charter of all my Spi- 
ritual and Heavenly Priviledges ! Here's that that Wo! 
keeps me from Horrow and Deſpair, notwithitan- 
ding all my Sin and Gailt ! Here's that that reaches 
me how to /zve, and that makes me able to think pay 
of Death,without ſinking and dying at the Thoughts F  , 3 
of it Here's that that makes me hold my Head a-, Tim 
bove Water, in the blackeſt Howr, and ſaddeſt Con- 


dition that can befal me ! = 
Love and delight in the Scriptures, chiefly and Deg 

eſpecially for their Santity and Purity, becauſe | + . 

they reycal and diſcover the holy Nature and Law ſely 


of God, the Neceſlity and Beauty of Holineſs, upc 
the Evil and Folly and Danger of Sin, and are apt Cal 
to win and draw us off from Sin, and to bring us 
to a real univerſal Eonformity to the Will of God, 
ard to a Participation of the Divine Nature, an 
happy Participation of God*s Holineſs. And ap- 
ply thy ſelf to the daily reading and diligent ſtudy- Fo 
ing, of the holy Scriptures, with a ſincere Deſire to tha 
[b]be made really holy in Heart and Life by them;to 
be transform'd and renewed, aſlimilated and = Ca: 

we 
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(5) This is the thankful GlaFs that mends the Lookers ye: : out 
thi> 1s th: V Vell that waſhes what it ſhews, Herb, Poem, HS pls 
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kks to God by them ; to be conformed to Scripture- 
Precepts and Examples ;, and to gain a Frame of 
Heart, and a Converſation and Courſe of Life eye- 
ry way becoming the Goſpel of Chriltt. Whenever 
thou takeſt the Bible into thy Hand, to reade a 
Chapter , or any Portion of Scripture, lift up thy 
Heart to God, and ſay, Now let me be made 
* clean through the Word which thou ſhalt ipeak un- 
to me: Now let ane be i ſanitified through thy 
Word of Trwh and Holineſs : Now let me gain 
ſome Degree of Grace, and make ſome Improve- 
ment and Proficiency in Holineſs, by thy holy 
Word, by this ſacred Writ. 

Allot and allow, and ordinarily employ ſome 
Portion of Time every day for reading and conſider- 
ing the holy Scriptures, If we don't in a manner 
| our ſelves «ſally to obſerve fome certain ſee 
Times for this Uſe and Purpoſe, our ſlorhful Hearts 
willealily admit, yea, catch at any ifung Excuſe 
to put by the Performance of this Duty; and by 
Degrees we ſhall be drawn to an habitual Neglett of 
it: We ſhould therefore charge and enjoin our 
ſelves, not to diſpenſe with our ffated Hours, but 
upon very necellary and ju5# Occaſions ;, and 1n tuch 
Caſes be very careful , that what we were forc'd to 
omit at ſuch a Time, we faithfully and honeilly en- 
deayour to ſupplyand make up another. 

It is converuent to reade, commonly, if it may be, 
ſome portion of Scriprure, Every Morning and every 
Evening. [c] A worthy Divine well obſerves, 
that our reading ſome Scripture in the Morning, 
will be a good Antidote againſt the Infection of thoje 
Corruptions, which we live amongit, ard 1s apt io 
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fortify us againſt che Temptations of the enſuing Day ; 
as thoſe who live where there 1s any Contagion, do uſu- 
ally arink ſomething in the Morning to prevent Infeltion, 
- And our reading Scripture inthe Evening, will be 
a means to compoſe our Minds, and furniſh us with 
matter of Meditation for the Night-ſeaſon ; as Cattel 
feed towards the Evening , that they may have ſomt- 
thing to ruminate or chew over again, when they liz 
down to take their Reſt, 

That nothing may prove an Hindrance and impe- 
aiment 1n this Employment, 

i. Redeem the Time from unneceſſary wordly Buſj. 
nefſes; Nay, let no ordinary Occaſions of your Cal- 
ling make you generally careleſs and negligent of the 
Jacred Scriptures. Do not idly pretend want of 
Leiſure to reade the meizhrieſs Matters in the 
World, things of greateſt Importance and neareſt 
Concernment to your unmortal Souls. They that 
enjoy much Leiſure from worldly Afﬀairs, God ex- 
pe-ts that ſuch ſhonld employ and beſtow more of 
their Time in this ſpiritual Exerciſe : Yer they 
that have fule5# Buſineſs, and fewett Spare-hours, 
cannot wholly be exempted from this Duty. ?Tis 
very remarkable, thatthe * King himſelf was ex- 
prelly commanded to write him a Copy of the Lay 
mm a Bock,;, to write out the Book of Demteronomy, 
which is a Compendium of the Law; yea, to write 
out the whole Pentateuch, ſaies [dd] Grotins;, to 
Writc it with his own Hand, ſaies Philo, that - 

I- 


* Deut. 17. 18, 19, 20. | 
[4] Totum Pentateuchum tenebatur deſcribexe, pr om um wut 
Tſrael.ta LLL K, deinde, neriimsut Kex :? wt ſen et & In privaty 
O& mn publics negotizs Legem (161 ſequendam. Sac O& legere cam 
debebar, 5 ſibs privatins, & mm Templo, andiente populo ;, ut 
ferret popula neminim a lege excipii Grot. in loc, 
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divine Precepts might be the better :mpritedard 
faſtencd in his Mind : It was tobe with him, and he 
was to reade therein all- the Daics of h:s Life ;, not- 
withſtanding the Multiplicity and Greatneſs of. the 
Aﬀairs of his Knely Office. ; 

24 Redeem the Time from fruitlefs Pleaſures, from 
Play-Books, Romances, Fanſyful Poems, feigned Sto- 
ries, common Hiſtories, witty or elegant Speeches : Ne- 
yer ſuffer theſe , or the like, to hil your Hands, to 
entertain your Eyes, to pleaſe your Phanſtes, to get 
into your Hearts,lo as to keep the ſacred 5criprures 
and divine Oracles out of your Hands and Hearts, 
Alexander would find Time to reade Homer, even 
in the Camp; ard choſe to lay up Homer's Po:ms 
in a molt precio Casket taken out of the Spoils of 
Darizs, And the Emperour eu YVerins was fo 
in love with Ovid de arte amand;, as to readeit in 
his Bed, and to lay it under his Pillow, when he 
went to ſleep : Bat theſe were utterly 72n0rant of 
the Scriptures : O let not us Chriſtians have ſuch 
ftrong Aﬀettions for any profane Writings, as by 
means of them to be taken oft from peruling .and 
ſtudying the Scriptures, which were giver by Jnſpt- 
ration of God, and are. every way profitavle to rhe 
Editication and Salvation of our Souls. [_e ] St. gw- 
ſtin confelles it as his great Folly and Fault, that in 
his unconverted State, the Scripturejtile was a 
mean and contemprtible thing in his Eye, and n& 
to be compared for Dionity with the Eloquence of Tully. 
And [7 f J] Dr. Bernard relates of Bp. Uſher, that 
in his younger Years, in the Times of his privatg 
Sequeſtration and ſtrict Examination of himle]t, he 
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lamented hu too 'much love of his Book and humane 
Learning, that be ſhopld be as glad of Munday to go 
to that, as of the Lord 5-Day for bus Service, 

3- We ſhould take care to redeem the Time fron 
the moſt plauſible taking Treatiſes of moral Philoſophers, 
whoſe Precegtes commonly make Men grow more 
in Knowledg than in Goodneſ : We haye an Ac- 
count indeed of one [ g] Phedon, and one Pole- 
on, that were famous Converts to Philoſophy, and 
were reclaimed and reduc'd from a yery luxurious 
and impure Life by Socrates and Xenocrates + But 
what vaſt Numbers, and great Multitudes, have 
not only been brought to alter their Opszions, but 
have been really recovered from the 1nward Love 
and Liking, as well as the outward groſ Prattice of 
Sin ard Vice, by reading and ruminating on the 
Writings of the Old and New Teſtament ? St. Auſtin 
declares, that Plato's Writings have not the [þ] 
Viſage and Colour of that Piety, that” is apparent in 
the ſacred Scriptures. The heathen Philoſophy has 
nothing of that holy Nature, and transforming Po- 
wer, which is to be found in Scriprure-truth ;which 
has a rare Efficacy, not only to ciwlize, but to 
fanitify. [s} The Wiſdome of Phyloſophers ( ſaic 
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Cz) Tang why) mis Exanomy 65s ms x idur, x; 5x lids 6 
devTvecs, 1; is TloAkuoy werufbanormis 4m Aw Ts X, WAY, MCg+ 
TT Ejtr $0107 pnony Origen. contra Cell. L, 1. p.0. 

[|] Non havent il 4 pagine vulrum pierghs hujug. Avguſt, 
Corf, I.5,c,:21 $ 2. | 
[1] Saprentia corwm mor exiimdir vitha, fed abſcontit. Pas- 
ca 'verg Der precepts fic totinm hommem mmmutant, O& expoſrta 
yerere n3Ywm rediunt, ut non cognoſcas ewndem efſe. Lattant, 
$% i ha ; 

| Da muy viruym, qu fit iracundaw pnaledicns, effrenat ws ? pate 
61/ſ:mss £ e1 verbus tam placrdum, quam ovem, reddam, &c. - 
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Laftanting ) it does not cut up Vices, but only cover 
them : But a few divine Precepts , ſaies he, do [© 
change the whole Man, and putting off the old make him 
every way ſuch a new Man, that you would not kyow 
him to be the ſame Perſon. 

The moſt improved Diſcourſes of heathen Mora- 
lifts are alſo ſhort in the relicf and comforts which 
they offer to afford to troubled Minds, If you per- 
uſe the Writings of ail the Plaronich, —_— 
St. Auſtin will tell you, you can never had ſuch' 
ſtrong Cordials in any of them, as thoſe which 
the Goſpel exhibits and holds forth to you : you 
[(k.] can never hear there any calling and crying to 
you, Come unto me all ye that laboyr,, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reit. 

Nor do the Writings of the molt raiſgd ſublime 
Philoſophers, furniſh and forrify a Perion with any 
Motives and Arguments, to help him quietly and 
contentedly to bear the Afﬀitions and Calamities 
of this Life, like thoſe of the perfett Pattern of 
Chriſ®s patient, though wndeſervea, Sufterings ; and 
the great and gainful Keward in Heaven, thyt * ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, propoſed and 
promiſed in the Goſpel of Chriſt, to thoſe that en2+ 
dure the Evils and Sufferings of this preſent Life 
with Chriſtian Patience, [1] Baptiſta Mantuanus 
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Num quts k ec Philoſophorum aut unquam preſftitit, aut preſts- 
re, ſe velit, poteft ? qui chm atates ſuas 1 ſtudio Philoſophite cone 
Ierant ; neque aliwm quemqgudm, nequc (erpſos (ſi narurd parlthe 
Ium obſtirit |) poſſunt facere melyores. 1). 1b, 

&] Nemo 144 audit vocantem; Venire qld me, qui labor aty, 
Aug, Conf. |. 9. c. 21,S. 3. * 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
[1] Fecg ego ferſepe periculum. --=- fug! ſemper od Codrces 
ſeros, --. & quod mm ius querebatur lyamen invent ; nec 4 ſpe, 
mec d deſiderio me faudatus. Baptiit. Mantuan, de pariznciag 
l. z- cap. $3» 
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declares it as his comfortable and conſtant Experi- 
ence, that his recourſe to the Scripture was on all 
Occalions a preſent happy Remedy againſt all Griefs 
of Body, Anxiety of Mind, and Sadneſs of Soul , 
and that he ever fail of Eaſe,in taking this courſe, 
and uſing this means, Once more ; 

4. We ſhould religiouſly redeem the Time, not 
only from mere Philoſophical Writings, but from 
the Eccleſraſtical, Theological Writings of Men not 
ynmeaiatly inſpired, to ſpend in reading over the 
Bib/e; which is the infallible Word of God, and is 
peenirariy accompanied with the ſpecial! Operation of 
the Spirit ;, the Word of God being wvehiculum Spiri- 
tits, THe Charet in which the Spirit of God rides in 
Triumph. This made Luther ſolemnly profeſs, 
C.,7] that he hated the Books ſet forth by himſ*if , and 
eften wiſld them periſh'd and utterly aboliſh'd, /eſt 
they ſhould be a means to dryvert and withdraw Men 
from the reading of the Scripture , which alone us the 
Fountain of all ſpiritual, divine ard heavenly Wiſ- 
dome : {or tear of this, he could (like Saturn ) have 
eaten up his own Children ;, deitroyed his own Works, 
the Fruit and [Tue of his Mind. , 

* Thus, thus redecmand gain the Time from #- 
ther Things, to apply it to the bulie ſtudy of the 
Seriprares : Let the Scriptures have the Preenmumence 
above all Books and Writings in the World. Keep 
a couſtart courſe of ſerious reading thoſe divine 
Writings : reade them frequently, reade them un- 
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weariedly. [1] It is a common proverbiat Speech, 
ſaies Luther, that the Letters of Princes are to be read 
three times over :, Surely then the Divine Letters, God's. 
Epiſtles ( 4s Gregory calls the SCYiptures ) are to be 
read ſeven times thrice, yea, ſeventy times ſeven ; 
they are to be read even athouſand times over, they are 
to be read infinitely, becauſe they are the divine Wiſ- 
dome, which cannot be comprehended preſently at firſt 
fight. If any onereade them by the by as things kuown 
and eaſy, he deceives himfelf. 

Is not Time well ſpent in often and narrow ſearch- 
ing into thoſe things, which are of fo- ſtrange azd 
weighty an importance, that the * Angels themſelves 
deſire ('0) Nooping down to look, to peep and pry. 
into them ? In gaining Kowledg and Underitand-; 


" ing of the Wiſdome, Counſel, Mind and Will of 


God ? In acquainting onr ſelves with the Xw/e of 
our Livez, in learning the Laws of the Kingdome, 
and [tudying the Sratutes of Heaven ? in uling the 
Means of gettivg and growing in ſaving Grace in 
opening and reading our Elder Brother's Will and 
Teſtament ;, in ſacking thoſe full Breafts of Itrong 
Conſolation, and in drawing the rrefrething Warcr 
of Life out of thoſe Wells of Salvation ? 

Let it be the ſhame and ſorrow and trouble of our 
Souls, that we have been careleſs of the Scriptures in 
any part of our whole Lives. [p] Dr. Robert Hay 
Y45, Prelident of Trimty-Colleds in Oxford, was not 

a 
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a little afflicted to his ine day, that even in his 
Childhood he was more willing of play, than of read- 
ng the Scriptures to his pious Parents at their Call, 
And let's lament, and ſadly lay to heart the ſight 
Thoughts that too many have of the holy Scriptures, 
and their groſs negle't and great diſregard of the 
precious and venerable Book of God. Mr. Fuller, 
In his [p] Hiſtory of the Univerſity of Cambridge, 


does give us a Relation of an excellent Meditation | 


of the Reverend Dr. Richard Holdeſworth, which 
the Relater himſelf heard drop from him a little be- 
fore his expiring : / admire, ſaies he, at David's 
gue Heart, who ſo often in Scripture, but eſþecial- 
ly in the 119th Pſalm extolleth the Worth and Value of 
the Word of God; and yet Quantillum Scripturz, 
bow little of the Word ne? rel in that Are? the Pen- 
rateuch, [or five Books of Moſes] the Bookof Job, 
and ſome of the Hagiography [a little of other holy 
Writ.) How much have we now thereof ſince the ac- 
ceſſion of the Prophets, but eſpecially of the New Teſt a- 
ment ? and yet, alas! the more we have of the Word of 
God, the Lf; it 1s generally regarded. 

Laſtly ; let's do our honeſt and utmoſt endea- 
vour to win and draw others on to the Love and 
Liking , to the Readins and Studying of the ſacred 
Scriptures : * Let them be in thine Heart, and teach 
them diligently unto thy Children, and talkof them when 
thou ſuteſt i thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, and when thou lieſt down, and when thon riſeſt 
up. tTeachthem, thy Sons, and thy Son's Sons. || Com- 
mand thy Children, and engage thy Hoxſhold and 
Seryants to reade the Scriptures, and to mind what 

they 
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they reade, and allow them Time for ſo neceſſary 
a Duty ; and let not any in thy Family want a 
Bible tor their Uſe and Benefit, [q] In all the 
Wills made by the forementioned Dr. Kobert Harri, 
this Legaey was alwaies renewed, Jtgzp, I bequeath 
to all my Children, and their Childrens Children, to 
each of them a Bible, with this Inſcription, None but 
Chriſt. 


T he eighth Direftion. 


If we would effeftually redeem the Time, we 
muſt give our ſelves to frequent and ſerious [a] Meds 
taron, 

Meditation is more excellent than mere Stzay ; 
for the End of Meditation is not the filling our 
Heads with Notions, but the quickening of our Aﬀe- 
tons, and ſtrengthning of our Reſolutions ; the warms 
ing of our Hearts, and putting them upon Daty 
the bringing them to an inward hvely Senſe 
of God, ta the Love and Fear of God, to 
Thankfulneſs and Obedience to him, tothe En- 
joyment of him, and Fellowſhip and Communion 
with him. 

Let?s uſe and inure our ſelves [6] to raiſe and 
extratt holy Obſervations, and ſpiritual Conſidera- 
tions, from all ordinary Occurrences and Occalions ; 
and as the Bee ſucks Honey out of eyery Flower, 
let's endeavour to giſtil heayenly and ſayory, ſweet 

| and 
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[9] Thke Life of Dr. Rov. Harris written by Mr.W. Durham, 
ay. 57s 
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and uſeful Meditarions, out of all God's Dealings 
with us and Diſpenſations towards us ; ont of all 
Accidents that befall ws, or any about us ;, out of the 
Things we ſee, hear, or hear of, and out of all the 
Objetts that, any way come into our Thoughts, 
This was the Prattice of our blelled Saviour ; when 
he came to * a Welt, he took occaſion to diſconrie 
of rhe Water of Life. And this has likewiſe been 
the V/age of the moſt eminent practical Chriltians. 
The Reverend and holy [c] Mr. Jeremy Whitaker, 
as he was riding with one of his intimate Friends 
by Tiburn, (which he had not ſeen, or not obſery'd 
before) he asked what that was,. and being anſwer- 
ed that it was Tiburn, where ſo many Male'actors 

had lolt their Lives, he ſtop'd his Horſe, and ut- 

ter'd theſe Words with much AtieCtion ; © what 4 
ſhame 15 it, that ſo many thouſands ſhould die for the 

Satrsfattion of their Luſts, and ſo few be found willing 

to lay down their Lives for Chrift Why ſhould not we, 

in a good Cauſe, and upon a good Call, be ready to be 

hanged for Jeſus Chriſt ? It would be an everlaftmg Ho- 

nour, and it 1s a thouſand times better to die for Chriſt, 

to be hanged, or tobe burn'd for Chriſt, than to die in 

our Beads, 

When we are riding, walking, ſitting alone in 
the day time ; or when we are awake in the night 
ſeaſon ; let us commane with our own Hearts, and 
fill up ſuch ſpaces of Time, and — ſuch Spare- 
Hours in holy Thoughts of the beſt Things : yea, 
letus ſet ſome Time apart for the ſolemn Duty of 
Meditation. 

That which comes into our Souls by Meditation, 

is 
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is like a Shower of Snow, which falls /ofr, and ſinks 
deep. 'Tis a good Saying of St. Auſtin, Intellettus 
cogit abundus principium omns bons ;, A thinking Mind 
Is 2 FIR productive of all good.[ 4JThe Father 
of a Prodzgal lying on his Sick and Death-bed, 
ſtraitly charg'd his only Son, that he would ſpend 
a Quarter of an Hour every day in ſerious ſolitary 
Thoughts ;, leaving to himſelf the particular Subject 
of his retired Meditation : The Son accordingly 
following this Advice, at lalt calt in his Thoughts 
what might be his Father's /zrentzon in ſuch Injun- 
ction : He concluded, that his Father, being a 
wiſe and a good Man, deligned to direct and lead 
his Thoughts to the contideration of ſomewhat 
of Religion ,, which did 1o mightily oferate upon 
him, that he quickly became -7.:7:0nally religious, 

Upon all Occalions, particularly and eſpecially 
often meditate , and frequently think of the four 
laſt Things, Death, Fudgmen:, Heaven, and Hell ; 
the ſcrious Thoughts of which will have a mighty 
Influence upon the whole Courſe of our Lives and 
Actions. 


The firſt of the four laſt Things propoſed as the ſubjelt 
Matter of Meditation in order to the right Redeniy- 
tion of Time. I. USE. 


t. Uſe inthy Zife time to think much of the Day 
of thy own particular Death, and of the general Diſſo- 
lution of all Things. 


x. [e] Tothink much of the Day of thy own par- 


ticular Death. c 


[4] Dr. Annefly, M. E. Serm. i. p. 9. 
[e| Mortem ut nunquam tim' as, ſemper cogits4, Scn. ep-30. 
in tne, F's- 
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Be not thou of Lews the elevemb's Mind, who 
ſtrittly charged all about him, that they ſhould-not 
ſo muchas name the terrible Word Death : Do not 
only patiently hear of it, but chuſe to think, and 
often to think of it. ; 

Men are too commonly regardleſs of their End, 
and unmindful of their own Mortality and Frailty. 
The very Heathen have acknowledged Man's natu- 
ral Proneneſi to forget his End ;, and therefore they 
uſed ſeveral Arrs to mind themſelves and others of 
it- Some Emperours , on the Day of their Corona- 
tion , have had ſeveral ſorts of Marble preſented to 
them, out of which to chuſe their Tombs. Philo- 
fophers have had their Sepulchres before their Gates, 
that they might neither go out nor in, but they 
might ſtill be put in mind of their Mortality : And 
many great Men have had them in their Places of 
Pleaſure : And dead Men's Skulls have been ſerved 
up in delicious Banquets : And Philip King of Ma- 
cedon had a young Monitor, that came every Day, 
and rubb*d vp his Memory with a Myer avIpu- 
7(G- Gr, Remember thou art but a Mortal Man- 
And we plainly find in Scripture , that this is natu- 
rally Man's Temper : The Fool in the Goſpel is a 
clear Inſtance of this; who * ſaid ro hu Soul, Sonl, 
thou haſt much Goods laid up for many Tears, take thine 
eaſe, eat, drink,, and be merry : He never dream'd 
of a Stulte, bac notte, Thou Fool, this Night —- 
That was the fartheſt Thing off his T houghts. 
T St. Fames reproves thoſe who promiſe themſelves 
to 


Vive mo nor leth; : fuget hora thec quod loquor, inde eff, 
Perl. fat. 5. 
Dun loquimury ſngerit invida atas- 
Horat, carm, 1, 1. Od. 11, 
F Luke In. 19. f Jam, 4. 13, 14. 
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to morrow, and build upon the next Tear, for the 
driving of their Trade, and gerring of Gan. 

Men in their Health, think not of Sickneſs ; and 
in Sickneſs , ſeldome reckon of Death. Even dying 
Men often times think of nothing but recovering, 
and living longer in the World. Men are apt to 
look upon Death as afar off , and when in all pro- 
bability they have but a few Sands in their Glais to 
run, they are ready to ſay, that they || ſhall multi. ' 
ply their Daies as the Sand. 

Men can willingly meaſure their Lands and 
Grounds, and z«mber their Herds and Droves of 
Catrtel, and count the Revenues of their Manours 
and Farms, and reckon their daily or yearly 1- 
comes : but who is willing to meaſure aud number his 
Dates ? 

Yea, we can willingly meaſure other Mens Daies, 
and learn to know their End, and take great No- 
tice how frail they are : We can porn at an old 
Man, and cry he is thus or thus old ; his Dates can- 
not be many ; he is paſt his beſt ; he has one Foot 
in the Grave. Upon ſight of one ſick,, or in a Con- 
ſumption, we are apt to ſay, Such a one Is near his 
End, he can't live long ſure : But we take little 
notice of our ſelyes z we make little Reckoning of our 
own End ;, we little conſider what may become of 
us to Morrow, 

We do not attually think we ſhall not die ; yet 
the moſt of us do not atually think we ſhall die. God 
frequently reads Lettures of Mortality to us, and 
yet we will not learn to remember them. The Ar- 
rows of the Almighty have flown thick on every 
ſide of us, and yet we /ive as if we thought to eſ- 

cape 


— 


{ Job 29 18. 
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cape 4lwates, ' Lhaughothers have fater round a- 


bout us, we are. ready to count our ſtanding ſure, 
We ſecurely. lig un a dead Sleep amidit many awa- 
keniag Providences. I am afraid many of us are 
tqo like your common Grave-makzers, who often 
handle Skxl{s and dead Mens Bones, but are ſo daily 
#4 to them, that they are not at all moy'd or af- 
feited with them- What ſenſeleſs lilly Creatures 
are we, that we won't belzeve we are mortal, till 
we feel it ; that we won't be perſwaacd we [hall die, 
till weour ſclyesare-ſtruck with Death ? Ah Friends, 
we do not live agit we belicv*d it, and were truly 
and really convigcd, fully and throughly periwa- 
ded of it. 

We arc apt to evermeaſure our Daies, to put 
more in than we ſhould, to promiſe our ſelves what 
God never promsd 6, and to count thoſe Daies 
ers which are wholly in God's Hand, and quitc out 
of ours. 

We arerealy to meaſure by [ f ] falſe Rules : 
to reckon, that becauſe we are young , we [hall 
not die iu] we are. o/d: That becauſe we are 
ſtrong , we ſhall laſt it out, and. indure long : 
That becauſe we are temperate, we need not fear 
Diſeaſes and Death : That becauſe ſome live much 
longer than others, that we may hve as long as the 
longelt. = ; 

The Guilt of Sin, makes many-afraid to take a 
true Meaſure of their Daies. The wart of a good 
and well-grounded Hope of a better Life, makes Men 
unwilling to know the End of this. And the inor- 
dinate Love of the World, makes Men loth to know 
their End, and to think of leauing what they love. 

Flic 


| CE 
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— 


[f] ReaeDr, Patrick's Div. Arithm, 
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Hee faciunt invitos mors ;, Theſe are the Things 
that make us unwilling to die ; was a diſcreet An- 
ſwer given by the Emperour Charles the fifth to a 
certain Duke of Vemce. 

You are naturally backward and diſinclin'd to the 
conlideration of your latter End; and therefore 
pray to God to enable you to it, and help you 1n ir. 
Say with David, * Lord, makg me to know my End, 
and the Meaſure of my Daies, what it 1s: that I niay 
know how frail [ am, And with Moſes likewile z 
+ So reach me to number my Daies, that 1 may app'y ny 
Heart unto Vi/iſdom, We need but a little Arithme- 
ri>&to number our Daies (as [_ g] one ſaies well) 
but we need a great deal of Grace to number them. 
A Child may be niſe enough to number the Dazes of 
an old Man ;, and yet that old Man 2 Child i rum- 
bring his own Dazes {9 as to apply his Heart tro Wiſ- 
dom. Well then, heartily beg of God, that he 
would make you to know your End; to krow 
it /o, as to have your Heart touched ad affett- 
ed with the Knowledg of it : To kzow your Erd, 
and to {we ſuitably and anſwerably to th2 Knows 
ledg of it : To know your End,ſfo as to make a good 
Ena of it 

Now give me leave to dire and aſſiſt you 
in this necellary Duty : Suffer me to ſerve in a 
Deatl*s-Head, and to put a Turf of freih Earth 
into your Hands; tis counted very wholſome to 
{mell of, 


Remember and conſider, ; 
(1.) That Death, thy Death, is certain. 


Aa (2.) 


_Y &. ”_ 


—_—— 


® Pſal. 29.4. + K99. i. 
[z] Cary] on fob 4. u. 
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-(2.) Thatthe Time of thy Death is very uncer» 
tain. 

(3-) That when Death comes, a great change 
will be made by it. 

(4) And laſtly ; Conſider ſeriouſly , what a 
ſad and uncomfortable Thing it will be, to be 
found unprepared to die, at the Point of Death : 
And how ſweet and happy a Thing it will be, 
to be ina readineſs and preparation at the Hour of 
Death. Conl:der, 


(1.) It is ſure and certain, thou muſt die at laſt. 

Death entred into the World by Sin : The Wages 
ol thy Sin, is thy Death, It is now appointed unto 
Men, to all Men, once to die. Death is the way of 
all the Earth, Every Thing plainly points thee to it, 
Thy very Sleep is an Image of thy Death. The ve- 
ry Meat thou catelt , as it breeds thy Norriſhment, 
ſo, it breeds thy Diſeaſes. Thou haſt apparently 
died already in thy Friends and Relations, Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance : Thou haſt loſt thy Pa* 
rents, or Husband, or Wife, or Children, or Ser- 
vants ; and therefore thou haſt reaſon to think 
thou ſhalt one Day Ioſe thy own Life, and certain- 
ly die in thy own Perſon, Some one, it may be, 
that lately /ay in thy Bed, and lay in thy Boſom, is 
now laid out of thy Sight, laid in the Grave : and 
Time will come, when, as /zvely and brisk as thou 
art, thou ſhalt /ze by them, and be gather*d to them. 
Surely every Sickneſs, every Diſeale, every Tooth- 
ach, Head-ach, every Pain, and Diltemper, and 
bodily Weakneſs, is an Harbinger and Fore-runner 
of thy Death, and a plain Remembrancer to thee 
of thy latter End. Thou ſeeſt enough in others, 
thon findeſt enough in thy ſelf, to make thee to 


know 
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know thy own Frame, and to cauſe thee to remember 
that thou thy ſel? art but Dult. 

Xerxes viewing thus valt Army, wept over then, 
to think how within a few Luftres of Years there 
would be none of them all remaining. Be attected to 
think, how a few Tears will wear out, and carry off 
thy ſelf, and all thy Family, the numerous Compa- 
ny of thy Friends and Relations, Ne:ghbours and 
Acquaintance. 

The cloſe Meditation of the Certainty of thy own 
Diilolution, this will keep thee from Hwing here as 
itthou wert to live here alwaies ;, which 1s a com- 
mon Fault among Men, reprov*d and cenim?*d of 
old by [+] Seneca : And irom building here, as if 
thou ſhould(t here continue for ever, as [1] Diogenes 
once ſeyerely chargd the Megarenſes, W hen thou 
reareit thy Building, th.s Courle will caule thee to 
think of thy own Zomb and Grave, and that thy 
earthly Houſe of thus T abernac.e muſt be diſſolved. 
And this will enable thee to {ve looſe from the tem- 
porary Enjoyments of th's preſent \\ orld, aud to 
have lower Thoughts of ail cacthly Pleaſures, which 
are but for a Seaſon ; and would engage you to be 
[k 7] learning to die, 48 long 4s you lyve. 

The frequent Thoughts of thy latter End would 
prompt thee to ſay ths to thy ſel: ; How ſhall I 
dare to ve in Feit, who am ſure | mult de in Ear- 
neft ? Aml afraid to die, and yet hall I uſe all 

Aa2 Means 


ee e——_—_—_——_ 
— 


[h] Tanquam ſemper Yidturi vivitzs, Seneca «EC brey, vit, 
Cap» 4. 

E [1] Drogenss dium eff, Megarenſes obſonan;, quaſi craftins 
abe moriturs , «dificant vero, quaſs Rs. Q16418 mOTLTT Hs Tert, 
fpolog. C. 39. 

[4] YVivere tots with diſcendum tif ; I (1d mages fo: ts /* 


MIrabrM, fold Vviia aiſ.« (nan m Cf mrs, oOnlt C. ur DEV, vale 
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Means I can to make Death dangerous and terrible to 
me ? Shall 1 venture ['/} to live in that State of Life, 
in which I would not die ? 

(2.) Conſider tarther ; That the Day and Means 
of thy Death 1s as. [| m'] uncertain, as thy Death it ſelf 
35 certain. 

Think when thou art eating, that then thou 
maielt be aigging thy Grave with thy Teeth : and 
when thou art ariak;nz, that then thou maielt find 
and meet with Death in the Cup or P«s. When 
thou art ready to take thy Reſt, conſider, that God 
this Night may require thy Soul of thee, and before 
Morning may take away the [#7] awy Difference be- 
tween Sleep and Death. Here practiſe according to 
Seneca*s DireCtion ;, ['9] Say to thy ſelf when thou g0- 
eſt to ſleep, it may be 1 ſhall ncver wake again: and 
when thou riſeſt, it nay be I ſhall never ſleep again. 
Say to thy ſelf when thou goeſt out, it may, be I ſhall ne- 
ver return home and come in alive again: nd when 

thou 


{ 1] St. Jerom ſaid w.li, He deſerves not the Name of a Chri- 
ſlian, who wiilli:e in that State of Litein which he will notdie. 
Bp. Taylor's great Exem:lar, þ. 558. 

[m}) 4h ſtulie, quid cogitas te diu vikurwm, com nullum di. 
em habeas ſecrrum ? £14m multi deceprs ſunt, (5 irſperard de 
Cerpore extracts ? Queries audiſls d dicentibus, quia it gladro 
cecrdir, ile ſpbmer(wa eff, ie 26 alto rucns cervicem f#- gut), olle 
w1anducando obrigun, ile ludende finem fectt ? Aline 1gne, alius 
ferre, aliue peſte, a'uew latrecinio imtcriut, 5 ſoc 0-117 fins 
weors eff, vata kemmum tanquam umbrad ſub opertranſit, 
A Kempis, |. r.c. 23. n, 7. 

[»] Vine's Eſſex's Hearſe, p. 12. 

|] Dre 11bs dormitare, peſſum non expergi'cs, D.c txper- 
redo, pojſum non dormere ampiius. Dic exeunts, prſſum non re- 
vers; arr redewnti, Poſſum mon exire, Sen ep. 49» 

Cum mane futrity 'ura te 4d veſperum non perventurum  Y- 
ſpere autem fatto, mane non 41dt as tiby pollicers. SE mpEY #70 
prratie eſto, 5 taluter vive, ut nw; quam It 11pararum mers 
1 yeniar, A Kempis,l.3.c.23.n 3. 
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thou comeſt in at any Time, ſay to thy ſelf, It maybe 1 
ſhall never go out of doors again. Conlider, when 
thou art gozng a Fourney, that thou maleit be gowns 
to thy long home : When thou art r:4ing vpn the 
Road, that thou maieſt be peſfing unto thy Grave ; 
that the Horſe thou rideit on may be the pale Horſc, 
and his Name that fits upon him, though «n/cer, 
may be Death. Conclude with thy ſelf, / mwſt die 
ſbor:ly, I may die inſtantly : Tiis Day may be the lait 
that 1 ſhall ſee ; 1s Hour the lait that I thai] ſpend ; 
this Word the laſt that i it;ail ſpeak ; this Deed the 
laſt that I ſha.] perform, #<:s Place the lait that [ 
ſha!l breath in. When thou goeit into any Compa=- 
ny, conlider, that it may be the {aſt time that ever 
thou thalt come in the Company of thoſe Perſons ; 
that theretore it bchoves thee to bzhave thy ſelt a- 
mong them,and to ſpend thy T1ime,and beitow thy 
Hours with them, like a 44, and a Chrijtian ; 
not like a Beaſt, or an Heathen : to demean thy 
ſelf there ſoberly and temperately, and with good 
Government of thy Appetite aud Pallions, ard 
with the Exerciſc and Improvement of thy Reaſon 
and of Grace, in ſome uſcfu] Difcorrſcand profi- 
table Converſe ; not childithly ard uvamanly, 1n- 
temperately and luxuriouſly, rudely and urciviily, 
wildly, and extravagantly. 

The often renewed Medrtation of the great Vncer- 
tainty of the Time of thy Departure. 1 his wall be 
a Means to haſten thy Repentance, which, ifdefer'd, 
may prove too late : And will ſurely help thee ſo 
tocarry thy ſelf continually, [p_] as one rhat rec- 
kons and uſes 4 ſingle Day, as it it were 4 whole 

AA 3 Life : 


OO — —— 


[p] 14 ago, wut mth: inſtar tain vote fr dres, Son. Op, 


1; 


358 Redemption of Tune 


Life : To live every day, as if it were [9] thy ve- 
ry laſt : Not to promiſe thy ſelf a Morrow, and to 
neglect thy preſent Work in Hope and Expettation of 
it; but to order thy ſelt immediatly, as if thou 
d:dit never look to ſee and enjoy it : and to count 
It as [7] pwre Gain as may be, if God {hall be 
pleaſed to afford thee the Light and Benehr of a 
new Day. 

As the Bird guideth her Flight with her Train, 
and the Ship is governed at the Stern, or hindermolt 
Part ; fo the Life of Man is directed and ordered 
by frequent Meditation of his latter End. 

(3.) Think moreover of the great Change that 
will at lait be made by Death * which 1s lively re- 
preſented in a Story, related by a learned [5] Do- 
ctor, of a fair young German Gentleman, who, while 
he lived, often refuſed to be pictured, but put off the 
smportunity of his Friends Deſire, by giving way that 
after a few Daies Burial they might ſend a Painter ta 
bs Vault, and if they ſaw cauſe for it, draw the Image 
of hus Death unto the Life. They did ſo, and found 


h:s Face balf eaten, and his Midriff and Back:bone full 
of 


————— 


Iile qui nul/um non tempus in #164 ſues compert, qui omnts 


dies 1inigulm vitamn ſam ordiw.dt, nec optat crdſtumumy "1812 
wet. Id:m di bev. vit c >, 
[9] 'Oux ig mv eveomuye nutegs xg) ts Cryass wh TE538- 
07 umv w; £947 fcc. Muſonus apud Stob Serm. 1. 
Doc or din andus <©# ates omnmnus, ramyguam Cogar ALARM (5 con- 


ſernmet Atque expleat Vii dm, »»-- 1t Jomnum Hati, lattly bt 


lar eſque dicamms, 

Vi.i, & quem dederat curſum fortuna, percgi. 

iy] C rajtinum ſi adjecerit Deus, lets recipiamm. le bear/- 
ſons eft & [ecurus [ 11 prfſe ſor, qui craſhinum ſine ſolicit wdme 
exptctar, QLuiſaum dix it, Vix1, guotidie ad lucrum ſurg.t. Sen. 
e-12, 

[4] Biſhop Taylors in his Rule and Exerciſe of holy Dying, 

G1. 5, 2s 
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of Serpents, and ſo he ſtands piftured among his armed 
Anceſtours, Think how the Caſe will ſhortly bz 
much alike with thee ;, that Death in a Moment will 
turn thy Coloxr into Palenef, thy-Heat into Cold- 
neſs, thy Beauty into Lothſomngſs ;, and will ſo altcr 
and d:sfignre thee, that thy very Husband, or Wife, 
or Child, will itand afraid, and ſtarr at thee : 

That thy n2ar«t, deareſt, kindelt Friends, who 

delighted in thy Company whillt thou livedſt, took 

thee to their Board, took thee to their Bed, and 

put thee in their Boſom ;, will, as ſoon as thou arr 

dead, take a ſpeedy Courſe to remove thee our of 
their Sight, yea, to put thee under Ground, becaule 

by Death thou wilt become not only «/elcf, but of- 

fenſroe to them: And what a frightful Spectacle 

thou wonld{t be, if thy Body ſhould be viewed, 

when orice the YVermm have bred in it, and 

ſhall have devoured and conſumed ſome Parts of 
it. 

Think, how Death will make a Change in thy 
Body, a change in thy Manſion, Habitation, Com- 
pamons : That when thou art dead , thou ſhalt 
quickly change thy Bed for a winding Sheet , thy 
Chamber for a Coffin, thy Houſe for a Grave, thy 
Friends for Worms. 

This Conſideration will be hugely inſtrumental 
to beat down Pride of any Beauty, Health, Strength, 
or Ornaments of the Body ; and be uletul to cauſe 
thee to walk humbly, and ſoberly ;, and will in{tru-t 
thee to ſay to thy ſelf, Why ſhould I glory in any 
ſuch tranſitory Enjoyment ? As fair and fine as [ 
may beapt to think my ſelf, I know I ſhall be bur 
a ſorry Creature when Death comes. Why ſhould 
I delight to {tand long at the Glaf,, and there to 
view my own Face, and Features, and Dreſſes now, 
lince Death will onc Day /o change me, that my 
Aa4 moit 
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. moſt intimate loving familjar Friends will hardly 
endure to behold me ? Why ſhould 1 pride my (elf 
in any rich Artzre and brave Apparel, who muſt 
ere long be ſtrip?d to a winding Sheer ? Why ſhould 
I beltow ſo much co## upon that Tenement, which 
I ſhall dwell but a while in, and which will decay and 
fall to utter Rum, when I have done all [ can ? Why 
ſhould | make my Belly my Ged, which mult be de- 
froyed, and be Meat for Worms? Why ſhould 1 be 
ſo high and ſtately, as to think no Houſe good e- 
nough, no Room fine enough, no Fair dainty e- 
nough for me, who mult quickly be brought as 
low as the Grave, and beforc'd to make my Bed in 
the dark, andto lay my Head in the Duft ,, to loag, 
yea dell in a black lonely deſolate Hole of Earth, 
to {ay to the Grave, Thou art mine Houle ; to ſay 
to Corruption, Thou art my Father ;, andto the Worm, 
Thou art my Mother , and my Siſter ? Why ſhould [ 
ſperd a'l my Time in plealing and pampering this 
baſe Fleſh, and in ever-caring for this changeable 
vile Body, which mult ſhortly ſuffer Rottenneſs ard 
Corruption ? Shall 1 notrather take care tobeauti- 
ty oo. adorn my inner Man ;, to get a Change 
wrought in my Soul by the good Spirit and Grace 
of God , before I ſuer a Change in my Boay, 
a Change by Sicknef, a Change by Death? and 
ſo to hve, that when I am dead, it may not be 
Taid of me, Here lies one that was dead while he 
lived, and whoſe Soul then ſtank_ worſe by ſinful 
Corruption, than his Body now ſtinks by Putrefaition ? 

(4.) Conſider once more ; What a ſad ard uns 
comfortable Thing it will be, to be found unpre- 
pared to die, at the point of Death : and how hap- 
Py a Thing it will be, to be in a readineſs ard pre- 
paration, at the Hour of Death. 


[1.] Think 
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[1.] T hink well with thy ſelf, how miſerable « 
Thing u will be, to be wholly unprepared for Death, 
when you come to die indeed : | t) to be driven away in 
thy Wickeaneſs (as the * Wiſe Man ſpeaks) and 
forced to go to thy own Place, whether thou wilr 
or no. 

To ſay as Theopbraſtus of old, Dis boni nunc ? 
Good God, mult | go now ? How d:ſcompos'd and 
diſorder'd, amaz*'d and terriied wilt thou be, 
when thou art ſurpriz'd ? What a2 diſconſolate 
Condition was that of Ceſar Borgia? who, when 
through the Errour of a Servant, he had unawarcs 
nk of the poiſon'd Wine, which he and his 
Fither Pope Alexander the ſixth had mingled and 
prepared for ſome rich Cardinals, and verily 
expected it would prove his Death, is ſaid to 
have broke out into this or the like Expreſſion ; 
1 had made Proviſion againſt all poſſible Diſa- 
{ters, but only Death, for I did not think I ſhould 
have dicd ſo ſoon. 

How troubleſome will it bz to thee, when thy 
Soul is about to be divorced from thy Body, to 
be at bei} wcertain then what will become of thee ? 
To expreſs thy ſelf with dying Ariſtotle, [u] 1aie 
doubtful, not well knowing whither I am going. Or, 
with the Emperour Ad1an ,, [w] Ah dear depart- 
ing wandring Sou!, the old and ſweet Companion of my 

Bo- 


——O———— _ 
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[tr] Cnn los alrn44 imberilitas mortalitats admonuit, 
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Body, into what Region art thou now going ? ſurely 
thou wilt never be ſo merry and pleaſant as thou haſt 
been. 

How intolerably vexations will it be, to change 
for Uncertainties; or to make a certarm Cheonge tor 
the worſe ? Todie unſatiefied what wi. become of 
thee, as to thy future wnchangeable State ;, Or, ſure 
and certain that thou ſhalt enter into a worſe State 
and Place, and ſhalt be miſerable to ail Eternity? 
To ſee then but a Step, but a Breath between thee 
and everlaſting Death : To have all the horrid 
and heinous Sins of a whole miſled and misfpe 
Life fiercely fly in thy very Face, and thy corag 
furious guilty Conſcience to be then moſt ative To 
torment thee , the nearer thou apprehendelt thy 
ſelf approaching to the End of thy morcaal 
Life : As uſually bodily Aches and Wounds, do 
prick and pain and ſhoot moſt;the nearer it draweth 
unto Night. 

What a lamentable ſad Caſe was that of Card. 
nal Wolſey, to cry out 1n Jus extreme unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances, Had[1 been as careful and diligent to pleaſe 
and ſerve the God of Heaven, a4 I have been to comply 
with the Will of my earthly King, he would not have 
left and forſaken me now in my gray Hairs and old 
Age, as the other has done ? So think what a doleful 
Caſe it will be, for thee in thy [ai#t Hours to pour 
forth thy Soul in ſuch Words as theſe; IfI had ſer- 
ved my God as earneltly and unweariedly, as I have 

conſtantly ſerved the World, ſerved dverſe Luſts 
and Pleaſures, ſerved the Devil himſelf ; Had I been 
at Church, when I was in Bed; been in my Cloſer 


upon 


Que nunc abib;s m loca, 
P alledula, frigiaula, nudu ls 
Nec, wt ſults, dab jocos. 
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upon my Knees, when I was ſitting tippling upon 


the Ale-bench , or was quafhng at 7 avern, and 
drinking of Healths upon my Knees ;, Had | ſatisfied 
the Reaſon of a Han, as gratihed my brutiſh Appe- 
tite ard ſenſual Deſire; Had I done the Wi of 
God, and of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as 
| have done the W:// of the Devil, the Will of the 
Fleſh, and fulfilled my own carnal corrupe Will ;, 1 
had then been own'd by God, and approv'd by my 
own Conſcience, inwardly ſtrengthned and ſupport- 
ed, and ſweetly comforted ard refreſh'd ; who 
now am deſerted and rejetted by God, and milera- 
bly perplexed and difquieted, rent and racked, 
torn and rormented in my own Conſcience, Then 
thou wilt certainly count and call rhy ſelf unhappy, 
and him the only happy Man, who (as dying [x]T he- 
ophilus ſaid of devour Arſenims ) has had the Hour of .. 
his Departure ever before his Eyes. 

That is the firi#; Conſider what a dreadful 
Thing It is, to be found wnprovided at the Flows 
of Death, When Friends and Phylicians can- 
not keep thee, and God and his good Angels 
will not take thee, O then, O then what will become 
of thee ! 

[2.7] Seriouſly think on the other hand, what 
[ y] an happy and comfortable Thing it will be, to 
find your Trme well improved, and your ſelf preparcd to 
die before you die. 


"Y 


—————_ 


[x] Beata Ot, Abb. Arſcnt,q « ſemper hanc horam ante cciu- 
los h.ubuiſts Bibl. Parr. 

\ 3] Conſe leray quan pulchra res fit conſummare Y1t.cm ante 
mortem, dceinde expritare ſecurum rt 96414 1Empe' #5 ſus pris 73, 
Scn. CP. 3Þ 
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"Tis a true Saying of the Wiſe Man, that to a 
good man the * Day of Death 1s better than the 
Day of his Birth: For, is not that Day which per. 
fectly frees, and fully delivers a good Man from 
the many Vanities, and great Vexations, which 
the Life of Man is obnox1ous to, and the Troubles 
and Sufferings which the Lite of a Chriſtian is ex- 
Pos'd to, far better than that Day which let's him 
to the Polleſſion of them ? Again, The Time when 
a Perſon has attain'd the End of his Being, made 
good the Hopes of others, anſwer'd God's and 
Man's expeCtation concerning him, walked him- 


ſelfin the Fear ofthe Lord, brought up Children ' 


in the Nurtureand Admonition of the Lord, walk- 
ed worthy of his Vocation, filPd up every Rela- 
tion with ſuitable Duties and Graces, ſerv*d his 
Generation according to the Will of God, liv'd 
and acted with reference to Eternity ; The Time 
when he molt willingly leaves this wicked Worid, 
and leaves an holy Sced to ſtand upin his room and 
ſtead ; leaves a good Name, anda good Example 
behind him , and goes to Heaven, to the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect ; goes to God his heaven- 
ly Father, and to Chriſt his Redeemer, to receive 
the gracious and glorious Reward of all his Works 
and Labours, and the Crown he has ſtriven and 
contended for ; Surely the Day when thu falls out, 
which is the Day of h1s Death, gives cauſe of more 
abundant Comfort, than can the Day of his Birth, 
together with all the Dazes of his Life. Is not that 
Day better, wherein a Man has truly and really 
anſwered the Ends of Life, than that in which he on- 
ly began at firſt ro live? Is not that Day better, in 
which 
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which he has fully and compleatly ated his Part well, 
quitted and behav'd himſelt like a Man and Chri- 
itian, and 1s gore off the Stage of this lower World 
with Creair and Eſteem , Approbation and 4p- 
plauſe of God himſelf, good Angels, and Men 
than the Day of his firſt appearing upon the Srage or 
Theater of this World, in a way of Probation and 
Trial, and in Hope of his future good Performance ? 
Is not the Day of his anal Admſſion, and honour- 
able Reception into a bliſful Condirron and haypy 
Manhon, tar berter than the Day of his Entrance 
into a State of Preparation tor it ? 

Think well with thy ſelf, what a joyfal Day, 
what a [z] lightſfome Hour, what a Time of refreſh- 
ing it wil] be to thee, to be able to ſay with thy 
Saviour, a little beiore thy Departure, * Father, 
I have glorified thee on Earth, I have fiſhed the 
Work, which thou haſt given metodo : Ard with the 
Apoitle St. Paul, 1 The Time of ny Departure 1s at 
hand. I have fought a good Fight, * I bave finiſh- 
ed my Conrſe, I have kept the Faith. || My rejoicing 
w this, the Teſtimony of my Conſcience, that in Simpls- 
city and Godly Sincerity, I have bad my Converſation 
in the World: To ſay with Hilarion, (as St. Jerom 
reports in his [6] Life) Go out my Soul, why art thou 
fad ? go out, why lingreſt thou ? thou haſt oh 

Chri 


| 


[4] C um ecquid lumen moleſtis #fferret , rogarent ? pA us 
[angens Oecolampdalinty abind#d lucu ef, 1nquit Mcich. Adam. 
1n vita Qecolamp. p. 56- 

* Joh. 19.4. ft 2: lim. 4 6, 7. 

[ 4] Vixi, © 9167 de. erat Cu8r (078 fortuna peregs, 

|| 2 Cor, I1- 12+ 

i6] Egredere animay qui {times 2 Eprede'c, guid dubit.ns ? 
Septw.iganta prope 4nunu ſ<rvaſts Chrs [4 \& mortem times ? Hicrs 
in vita Hilar, 
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Chriſt well nigh theſe ſeventy Tears, and doſt thon now 
fear Death * 

To ſee, that it has been to thee * to live Chrif, 
and to be able to look on thy Death as thy Gam: 
And, with good old ['c] Dr. Gorge, in thy laſt 
Sickneſs to term Death, thy beſt Friend next to Jeſus 
Chriſt : Wirth t St. Paul, to deſire to depart ;, and to 
be ready toutter ſuch Language as this, 


Oh looſe this Frame, this Knot of Man unty ! 
That my free Sou! may uſe her Wing, 
Which is now piniowd with Mortality, 
Ls an entangled hamperd Thing, 


As the pious ['d] Mr. Herbert patherically ex- 
prelles 1: in one of his ſacred Poems, 

Dwell upon theſe Contiderations, That the Loſs 
and Mzſimprovement of Time will make a Death-bea 
uneaſy to you, and that the right redeeming of Time 
will render a Death-bed comfortable to you ; And 
this will be very apt to moye you to prepare for 
Death, by dying to Sin, dying to the World, and 
hving to Righteouſneſs, before you die : ?T will 
= you to live every Day fo zatzed, as others 
wiſh that they had liv'd, when they come to lie up- 
on a Death-bed : To live ſo now, that you may 
with comfort think of dying, and may be freed 
fromthe ſlaviſh Fear of Death, and be held no lon- 

ger 


et 


® Phil. i. 21. 

[<] His Life inſerted am31g Mr. Clark's Lives of ten emin« 
Div. p, 123. 

When tis good Silter ſaid to him in his Sickneſs, Brother, [ 
am afraid ro leave you alun- 3 V Vhy, Siite:, (faid {e)I ſhall, 
I am ſure, be with [eſus Chri!t when 1 dic, 16. Þ+ 123,124. 
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ger || ix bondage by it ? ?Twill cauſe you to hve the 
Life of the Righteous, that fo you may die the Death 
of the Righteous ,, die ſafely, and die comfortably : 
"Twill make you careful to ſet, not only your 
Houſe, but your Heart in order, your Life in order ;, 
and ſoto diſpatch your Work and Butineſs, that 
when you come to die, you may have norhing to do 
but to die, and treely and cheertully to relign your 
Spirit to the Father of Spirits, and to ſurrender your 
Soul to your faithtul Creator, and gracious 1o- 
ving Lord Redeemer. In a Word, it will en- 
able you ſo to live , that you may have * Hope 
in your own Death ;, and that when Friends ſhall 
mourn for your Departure, they may not ſorrow 
without F Hope, 


And ſo much ſhall ſaſfice for your Direttion as 
to your Meditation of Death, your own particular 
Death, in order to your Redemption of T ume. 


2. Meditate here moreover of the general Diſſo- 
lation of all Things, at lealt in this inferiow World. 
Think well of what (*) St. Peter informs you, 
that all theſe Things ſhall be asſſolved. Conſider, that 
the Deſcription which 15 there given of this Dillo- 
lution, is too avgulſt and [e]] big by far for ſo ſmall a 
ork.as [. f ] the Deſtruftion of the City of Jeru- 
ſalem : That the Scoffers argumg there againſt the 
Promiſe of Chriſt's Coming, (that (t) all Things 
continue as they were from the Beginning of the Crea- 
tion ) 


Heb. 2. 15. * Prov. j4.32. + a Theff 4. 13, 
) a ſ 


*) a Tet, 3-10. 


e] Dr. More's Myſt. of Gudl p 214. 
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tion ) does clearly ſhew, that this Coming of Chriſt 
was not underſtood by them (and conſequently. not 
by St. Peter) of the Burning of a City by War, a 
Thing, which might as probably and ealily happen 
to Jeruſalem, as jt had already fallen out in many 
other Places of the World : But of the final glo- 
rious Coming Of Chriſt to judge the World ; which 
[ f ] Judzment the Conflagration of che Earth is to 
attend, 

Think very ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, that * the 
Fleavens and the Earth which are now, are reſerved 
wnto Fire : How t the Heavens ſhall one Day paſs a- 
way with a great Noiſe, and || being on Fire ſhall be 
diſſolved, and the (* ) Elements, or ( g] Hoits, ſhall 
melt with fervent Heat ;, the Earth alſo and the Works 
of Nature, or Art , that are therein ſhall be burnt 
up. That though the ſuperiour, ethereal, Itar- 
ry Heavens may be exempted, (as [hb] ſome with 

pro- 


—— 


A Swperesf i'ewultimmus & per pet us gunren das, ile na- 
trontbus inſperatia, i: deriſus, cum rants ſeculs vetuſt iy I tot 
£1146 nativgtates uno ignt haurjentwr, Terill, lib de Spectac, 
cap 30. » 

* Verſe 7. + Verſerwo, || Veſer2, (*) Verſe 109 12; 

ſe] v1 ere rom SHy@ , oriine miittars incedo, The ho!t 
of the Athci..} Heavens arc the Stars and Planets : The Hiſt 
of the Acreal Heavens are C louds and Meteors, Fowls and fly- 
tg Creati r.s. 

[4] Heri:at confidereth both the ſuper-eminent Natur2 an] 
Inmonfity of the Erthereal Heaven, and of thoſe inu: m rable 
Podics therein, in 1egaid of which the whole Sublunary VVorld 
is but a Point or Centre 3 and that jt no way can be prov'd that 
e\ e thoſe Bodics 1eccived any Curſe tur Man's Sin, or Conta- 
g on by the VVo I's Deluge, or that any Enemies of God 
dwell m them to pollure them 3 He that conſdereth this will not 
ealily be induces 10 believe that the Fire of the Day of Judy- 
ment ſhall burn th:m. Ir remainech therefore that 1 he Subluna- 

ry Heavens only with their gxry644 are to be th: Subject of this 
Conflagration. Ar, Aede's Works, p. 614, 615. 
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probable Reaſon conceive) yet, that without dif 
pute Or doubt, ['z] the Globe of the Earth, and the 
circumpacent Air, with all the Garniſhinss of rhem, 
ſhall be burnt up : hv this Air and Earth (hail be 
ſtrangely and wonderfully a{ter?d, though not an- 
mbilated : T hat'the preſent Order, and comely 
Beauty of the Compages and Frame of this vilible 
lower World ſhall be difſolv'd : That this great Houſe, 
and goodly Building, made for Man to dwell in, 
ſhall be raken down, and all the Furniture vherewith 
it was fhtred for his Uſe and Service ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. 

hat it will be an Ad of Wiſdom for God to 
aboliſh theſe Things , when the Time appointed for 
Probation and Trial of immortal Spirits cloath- 
ed with Fleſh is ended and expired; and Men 
ſhall enter into {9 dfferenr a Srate, in which 
there will be zo need of any Thing that ſerves 
and miniſters to this terrene and animal Life. 

And though God think good r5 cont:nue this 
World for a while, that it may be a Theater where- 
on his Wiſdom, Goodnels, Mercy, Patience, and 
other his glorious Attribures may be diſplayed and 
made conſpicuous ; yet It is conventent and reaſon- 
able, that this Stage of God's Afts and Works of 
Providence, when all is fini/hed, ſhould be take 
down. 

And think yet farther ; That it will be an At 
of Juſtice for God to do this : That though he 
reſpite the Dillolution of the World, deſerv'd by 
Sin, yet he does not revoke the Sentence ;, but in 
due T ime will execute Tud;ment and Vengeance up- 


on it, for the firſ# $4: that Man committed, and for 
all 


{ 1] Dr. Mote's Myſt, of Godl. p. 231 
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gll the rei# that have been atted in it : That an, 
not only beinga Tenant at wil, but having unwors- 
thily broken his Covenant, aud forfeited his Poſſeſe 
fion by breaking the Articles of his Leaſe; his Lord 
at lait will zur him oxt of Doors, or rather pull down 
" his Hoxſe about his Ears, and not ſuffer it to be al- 
waies a Neſt of Rebels and Covenant-breakgrs : 

That this World, the Creature, made for the 
Uſe of Man, being defiled and abuſed by him to 
{erve him in his Sin ; when the Ss of the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth (as of the * Amorites of old) 
ſhall arrive to a * Fx/nef, when once the rebellious 
Generations of Adamhall have filPd up the Meaſure 
of their iniquities, and are ripe tor Judgment ; the 
Day of Dillolution will then certaznly come, called 
expreily i the Day of Fudgment and Perdition of wun- 
-god y Men : That then the wicked, and abomina- 
ble Men, ſhall be b:rnt in the Place of their Wicked- 
neſi, and the Ovjetts and Inſtruments of their Sin (hall 
be deftroyed with them, and become the Inſtruments 
of their Puniſhment : For ſo, the Garden of Eden, 
wherein Man was at firlt plac'd, was deſtroyed 
and defac'd, when once he had ſinned in #, And 
what more «ſua! even among Men, than to order 
the Execution of notorious MalefaCtors,in the Pla- 
ces where they have committed their Wickedneſs ; 
and to ſentence the Houſes wherein themſelves and 
their Families liv*d, to be demoliſhed ? || Their Hou- 
fes ſhall be made a Dunghill. 

You have heard of great and terrible Fires in 
the: World, and of famos Cities conſum'd there- 
by ; and have ſeen not many Years fince the de- 
vouring deſolating Flames of London, the Metro- 

pol:s 


* Gen. 15.16, f 2Pet 3 5. || Dan. 3: 29. 
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polis and chief Ciry of our Nation : But think 
with thy ſelf, that all rh:s is nothing at all to that 
great Fire, which one Day God will kindle, at 
once ſetting Heaven and Earth in a Flame together, 
Let me here alliſt your Meditation, by propo- 
ſing and preſenting to youa notable Deſcription, gi- 
ven by a very learned[kJDoctor,of the general and 
final Conflagration ofthe Earth : Chrilt will carſe, 
ſaies he, ſuch an univerſal Thunder and Lightning, 
that it ſhall rattle over all the Quarters of the Earth, 
rain down burning Comets and falling Stars, aid diſ- 
charge ſuch Claps of uncxtinguſhable Fire, tht 1t will 
do ſure Execution wherever it falls \, ſo that th: Ground 
being exceſſively heated, thoſe ſubterraneous Mines of 
combuſtible Matter will alſo take Fire : which infla- 
ming the inward Exhalations of the Earth will cauſe 4 
terrible Murmur under Ground, ſo that the F arth will 
ſeem ro thunder as ainſt the tearing and ratlin, of the 
Heavens, and all nill be filPd with fad remugient E- 
cho's : Earth-quakes and Ernptions of Fire there wilt 
be every where, and whole Cities and Countries ſwal- 
lowed down by the vaſt 0 apinss and wide Druulſions of 
the Ground, ——— And this fre p; Vengeance ſhall be 
fo thirſty, that it ſhall drink deep of the very Sea 1, nor 
ſball the Water quench her devouring Appetite, but tx- 
cite it, ———— Iherefore the 2reat Channel of the 
Sea ſhall be left dry, and all Rivers ſhall be turned into 
Smoak.and V apour ;, ſo that the whale Earth ſhall be in- 
veloped in one entire Cloud of ain unſpeakable Thickyefs, 
whieh ſhall canſe more than «n Ecyptian Dat kueſf,clam- 
my and palpable to be felt, which added to this choak- 
Bb 2 ng 
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[6] Ir. Mor '$ M t, of God". p, 238. 
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ing Heat and Stench will compleat this External 
Hell. 

Conſider, how the Scripture teſtifies that God 
will do this ; and the Power of God aſlures -us that 
he can do it ; for nothing is hard or difficult to him, 
much leſs :mpoſſible. Think of the Creation, God" 
raiſing and building this Frame of the World out of 
nothing ;, and wry thus with thy ſelf; Cannot he 
that made it by the Word of his Power, eaſily d:ſſolve 
it ? And argze further in this manner ; Cannot he 
that deſtroyed the old World by a Floud of Waters, 
deſtroy this by Fire, and cauſe this to die of a Fea- 
ver, as that did ofa Dropſy ? Cannot he that turn- 
ed Sodom and Gomorrah into Aſhes, do the like with 
the World it ſelf alſo ? Is not he that made Mount 
Sinai ſhake and ſmoak, at the giving of the Law, 
able to diſſolve all theſe Things ? 

The cloſe and intent Meditation of this general 
Diſſolution, will clearly convince thee, that Sx is 
an evil and a bitter Thing ;, and will move thee to 
hateand abhor, to ſhun and avoid Sin, which is of 
a Nature ſo miſchievow and deſtruftive, which is 
the meritoriow procuring Cauſe of ſo dreadful a 
Judgment; which not orily of old brought the 
Floud of Water upon the World of the Ungodly, and 
forced down Gehennam de Calo, (as Salvian ſpeaks) 
cauſed God to rain Hell-fire and Brimſtone from 
Heaven * upon Sodom and Gamorrah, and miſerably 
deſtroyed Jeruſalem, and the Temple, and turned 
their fruitful Land into a barren Wilderneſs ; but 
will one Day ſet eh World on fire, and put it in a 
flame, and turn this ſtately Strufture and beautiful 
Frame into a rude confuſed Chaos. 

The 
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« The deep and earneſt Thoughts of this willaffet 
and influence thy Heart and Life, and quicken thee 
exceedingly to all Sincerity, Liligence, and Zeal in 
the Exerciſe of Godlineſs ; to an holy Fear and 
Aw of him who can and will deſtroy the World : 
"Twill conſtrain thee to uſe the Words of the Apo- 
ſtle, and toſay in good Sadneſs, * Seeing then that 
all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of Per. 
ſon ought 1 to be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſi ? 
Seeing this DeſtruCtion thall thus involve all, what 
an engagement does this lay upon me to live the 
moſt pureſtrit Life that ever Man liv*d ? It, will 

incite thee, by a conſtant courſe of true Plety, 

wiſely to provide for #by Eſcape in that Day, to fave 

and ſecure thy ſelf from the Evil and Danger of ir, 

that thou maieſt not be «ndoxe by this general Diſſo- 

lution, nor ſuffer Lof in this Conflagration, nor pe- 

riſhin this Burning : ?T will put thee in mind to fie 

thy ſelf for this Day of Dsſſo/ution of all Things, by 

getting the Works of the Devil throughly 4:fſolved 

in thee, and the Kingdom of God ſet upaud eſta- 

bliihed in thy Soul. 

The due Conſideration of this general Diflolu- 
tion, and final Conflagration, wiil certainly keep 
thee from ſetting thy Heart mordinately upon any 
outward earthly Things, from heaping up Trea- 
ſure to thy ſelt here, from dreaming that any 'of 
thy Houſes here ſhall continue for ever, from having 
unlimited everlaſting Afettions for flitting, fugitive, 
tranſitory Things ;, for the World, the + Faſhin of 
which paſſerh away; or , for the Things of the 
World, which either || per:ſþ with the preſent «ſg, 
or muſt at laſt be burnt up in the g2ueral Contia+ 

Bb 3 eris 
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*2Pet.3'11, + 1 Cor. 9. 31, | Col. 22, 
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gration. It will preſerve thee from placing thy 
Heaven and Happinef in any Thing here below , 
from being tranſported, and infinitely pleaſed with 
thy convenient Sitnation, thy well-built Houſe, thy 
pleaſant Gardens, fruitful Grounds, rich Furni- 
wre, gorgeous Apparel, ſtore of Proviſions, and 
all manner of Accommodations as to earthly Poſ- 
ſeſſions, ard outward Enjoyments ; ſince all thoſe 
Things, which ſenſual and voluptuous Perſons now 
take exceſſive Delight in, ſhall be demoliſhed at the 
great Day ; ard they themiclyes ſhall then like 
Bees be ſmother”d in their own Hoes. 

Thu Meditation will enforce thce to make this 
Inference and Conclution ; Shall alt this Frame be 
certainly aifſolv*d ? then ſurely this is nor the Place 
of my Re#t : 1 will be wiſer hereafter than to take 
thus World for my Dwelling-houſe ;, 1 will only look 
upon't as my Cottage , my Tent and Tabernacle, 
wherein as a Pilgrim I] am to ſojorrn for a Time : 
Nor will I reckon the "Things oi: this World my 
Goods, but only my Lumber, which I can ealily 
bear the Loſs of : I will preſenily put my ſelf in a 
[1] readineſito leave and torſake this Place which is 
{0 zear 10 rn, and ſhortly will ſurely be burnt up, 
I have no continueng City here ;, 1 will therefore ſeek 
one 19 come, look after an heavenly Countrey, ſet my 
Aﬀections on Things abeve, make ſure ot an endi- 
ring Subſtance, of lomething much more certain and 
laiting than any of the Enjoyments of this World ; 
Iwill Jabour by charitable laying out, to lay #p 4 

Trea- 


om 


[{] Mundus ecce nutdt 5 lib Far, (7 rumam {w4 non J 709 
ſerc&# ate rerum, {cd fin? tift.itur : & tis non Deo gratias 4iW, 
RH {401 Yar, bo'3'td v qugd EXE FAALATIGCTC ſub; F il 169 YH EV It TV) 
naulr 711 »©& | [i194 119H41;,Cntil x8 Ex args 2 C ypr. ber 4+ de 
Mourtaz. 
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Treaſure in Heaven, quite out of the reach of this 
terrible Burning ;z To {tore up ſuch durable Riches, 
as neither Moth nor Ruft can now corrupt, nor Thieves 
break through and ſteal, nor this flaming raging Fire 
be ever able to devour : | will make it my conſtant 
Care to provide, that as when the liztle Horſe of 
my earthly Tabernacle ſhall be 4:fo!r?d;, fo when 
this great Houſe of the World, and its fair Fur-' 
niture ſhall be deſtroyed, 1 may have another, a 
better Houſe to receive me, * an Houſe not made 
with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. 

I find [7] St. Chryſoftome diſcourſing muck to this 
Senſe and Purpoſe ;, 1t ſome body ſhould giye no- 
tice to thee, that this City in which thou livelt 
would all fall down within a Year, or ſhould very 
quickly be deſtroyed ; and that it ard all Things 
in it ſhould utterly be conſum®d with Fire, and no- 
thing at all be leſt unburnt ; and that of neceſlity 
thou muſt depart hence, and go into another Ci- 
ty, in which thou ſhouldit ſpend thy whole Lite 3 
and in which thou ſhou'!dſt have nothing atall to 
ſuſtain and relieve thee, but ſuch Gods only as 
thou ſhouldſt ſend from hence thither ; If thou 
ſhould/t undoubtedly believe this, no reaſon 
certainly could ever inducethee to hord up Trea- 
ſures in this City, to begin to build a great Hon!e 
here, to plant a Vincyard, to ſet Gardens an1 
Groves : but thou would{t bend and turn all th; 
Thoughts, and uſe and apply all thy Endeavor: rs, 
to tranſmit ail into that City, into which thou 
kneweſt thou ſhouldit thy ſelf be forc*'d ro remove. 


Bb 4 The 
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The ſecond of the four laſt Things propoſed as the 
 ſubjett Matter of Meditation in order to the 
right Redemption of Time. 


I I, Proceed to meditate of a future andfinal Fude- 


ment, 


1. That ſuch a Thing will certainly be. 
Thinks 2. That the Time of it is to us as uncer- 
tain as can be, 


1. Conſider ſerjoully of the Certainty and Veceſ- 
ſety of a Judgment to come in another Life. Think 
how the common univerſal Conſent of all Ages of 
the World avouches and declares it : That the ve- 
ry Heathens had natural expref Notions of a final 
Judgment, ard a future Reward or Puniſhment, 
[4] which made ſome among them prefer the Ex- 
erciſe of Vertue and Goodneſs before theEnjoy- 
ment of this mortal Life, and the ontward Com- 
forts of it ; and abbor the Practice of any Diſhone- 
ſty more than Death. 

And do but give Audience to your own Conſci- 
ence, and you will find internal Experiments, ſufiici- 
ent to convince you of a Judgment to be looked 
for after this Life ; to cauſe you to conclude, that 
the private Seſſion kept in the Conſcience of a Sinner 
here, is but the Antecedent and Fore-runner of a 
publick and general Aſize : That Conſcrience(which 
15 God's Deputy , and keepeth Court for him here) 

docs 


— 
_— 


[4] Sec Dr. Jacaſon 3 vol P. 375» 394, 335, 339, 
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does but begin now, what God hereafter at the 
great Audit will himſelf _ and finiſh. Look 
upon the ſecret Checks and Rebukes of thy own Con- 
ſcience,upon thy Commiſſion of any baſe or unwor- 
thy Action; and upon the inward Applanſes and 
Gratulations, the hidden Foys and Exultations of 
thy Conſcience, upon the Performance of-any lauda- 
ble vertuous Action, to be ſo many JTafts and 
Pledzes, Earneſts and Aſlurances of a twofold Sen- 
tence or Award, that ſhall be given at the Laſt 
Day ; and ſome Suggeſtion and Intzmartion of that 
Horrour and Confulion that ſhall ſeize upon the 
Wicked , and of that Peace and Comfort which 
the Righteous ſhall be filled withat the general Day 
of Judgment. Conſider, how thy Conſcience re- 
letting upon thy paſt Aftions, does not only allow 
and approve thy good Actions, but does allo cre- 
ate a wonderful Boldnef and Confidence in thee ; 
and does not only diſapprove thy evil Actions, but 
does alſo breed a ſtrange Dread, beget a fearful 
Expectation and Terrour in thee; and all this with- 
out relation to any Thing either to be ſuffered or 
enjoyed in this Life : and therefore that Conſcience 
is notonly a Fads in this Life, but is alſo a Wit- 
neſs, bound over to give Teſtimony for or againſt 
thee, at ſome Judgment after this Life ro pals up- 
on thee, 

Conſider moreover, That the many remarkable 
particular Fudgments, inflicted by God either upon 
Nations, or Cuties, or Perſons here in this World, 
do not obſcurely ſeemro ſignify and foreſhew, that 
a general Judzment (hall ſurely come and certainly 
paſs upon the whole World, and that Juſtice ſhall be 
infallibly executed upon all final impenitent Rebels 
hercafter. 


And 


a. 
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And confider yet farther, That reaſon there 
muſt be a future final Judgment, that God at pre- 
ſent may [6] re and govern the rational World, 
by giving otices of furure Rewards or Pumiſhments, 
which all muſt unavoidably be adjudged to : And 
that God may one day ſalve the Honour of his own 
Attributes ;, that though Things ſeem to be carried 
very wnequally here in this World, and Judgement 
be never fully executed here ; but the Wicked are of- 
ten ſuffered to eſcape, and the Good and Upright 
are frequently afflicted and evil- intreated ; yet all 
may be rettified and regulated at laſt ; and God may 
openly and evidently appear to be juſt in puniſhing 
the Wicked and Ungodly, and good in owning and 
rewarding every truly vertuous and righteous Per- 
ſon : And ſo, may not only vindicate and right 
himſelf, but juſtify and right his People too, in the 
Eyeand Face of all the World. 

And then go on to think of Scripture-evidences 
and Teſtimonies ; That * after Death the Fuds- 
ment : immediatly after Death, a particular Judg- 
ment. Think of that awakening , ſtartling Sum- 
mons, t Grve an Account of thy Stewardſhip : for thou 
mayeſt be no longer Steward. - Alcibiades 1n Plutarch 
coming to Pericles his Door, and hearing that he 
was buſie and ſolicitous about making his Accounts 
to the Athenians, [c] ſaid, It rather concer”d him te 


[7 


[6b] The neceſſity of this Principle to the Government of Meng 
Tiresand A tions, is the ground of that Saying among(t the 
Rabbins , that Paradiſe and Hell are 1wo of the (even Pillars 
upcn whichſGod is ſaid to have founded the World, Avsifir 
could not be uphe 14 without ſuch a ſ.upporc, Rp. Wilkins Prin- 
Op. and Dut of Nat. Rel. þ 170. 

* Heb.g :7 + Luke 16,1, 

[c] *Ou fame (72n) oxemiiy nv Gm; Wn 5% 4m Su ger. Plut, 
Apo/hthegn. p. 180. 
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ſtudy how he might beſt put by his Accounts, ayd avoid 
the giving of them up : But allure thy ſelf, there 


is nodeclining of it here. Conlider, that God has 
* appointed a Day, a Day of general Judgment, # 
the which he will judg the World im Righteenſneſs, by 
that Man whom be hath ordained : And that we i muſt 
all appear and \| ſtand before theFudgment-ſeat ofChrife * 
not only appear in Perſon (as thole do that are cited 
jnto a Coxrt ) but be laid open and made manifeſt, 
as the Word qartew,Iwai fignihes : have our 
Heart and Life ripe wp, and all our Thoughts, 
Words and Works preſented to our own ew, and 
expos'd tothe v:z2w of others ;, diſcloſed and diſco- 
vered before Aſen and Angels, That (*) the Books 
{hall then be opened : the Book, of God's OmmPſct- 
cace , and the Bookof eyvcry Man's particular Con- 
ſcience : That the Rolls or Records of all our ACtt- 
ons ſhall be produc*d, and we ſhall be jadz'd out of 
thoſe Things that arewritten in the Books, That we 
mult all appear before the Judgment-ſeat of Chrilt, 
that every one may receive the T hings done «4 his Body, 
that is, the due Reward of the Works done 1n his 
Body, or 1n the State of ConjunCtion with the 
Body , according to, or by way of Retribution 
to, what he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

T he lober ſerious Confederation of a molt impar- 
tial Jxarcature and Tribunal, will mightily awe thy 
Soul, Felix himſclf rrembled , when St. Paul reaſon- 
ed (|) of a Fuagment to come, | have read a [4] Sto- 
ry ol a certain King of Hungary, who being on a 1 ime 
marvelious ſad and neavy, bs Brother would needs krrow 
of him what he ailed: Oh Brother, ſaics he , 1 bave 


'C( 5 


* AQc 1-31, f 2 Cor,5.10 | Rome 14. 10: 
(*) Rev. 22, 12, (+) AQs 24. 25. 
(4) M.. A212: 35501 on 3 Rings 23, 25, 2G Þ» 20, v1 


380 Redemption of Time 


been a great Sinner againſt God, and I know not how 1 
ſhall appear before him, when he comes to Fudgment- 
Hus Brother told him, they were but melancholy 
Thoughts, and made light of them. The King replied 
nothing at the preſent,but in the dead Time of the Night 
ſent an Executioner of Fuſtice, and cauſed him to ſound 
a Trumpet before his Brothers Door, which according 
to the Cuſtome of that Countrey was a Sign of preſent 
Execution : This Royal Perſon hearing and ſeeing the 
Meſſenger of Death, ſprang pale and trembling into his 
Brother”s Preſence , beſeeching the King to let him 
know wherein he had offended. O Brother, replied the 
King, thou haſt loved me , andnever offended me and 
1s the ſight of my E xecutioner ſo dreadful to thee ? and 

ſhall not I ſo great a Sinner, fear to be brought to Judg- 
ment before Jeſus Chriſt ? 

The frequent Meditation of a Judgment to come, 
will exceedingly move and affett thee, and cauſe 
thee to live and att ſurtably and anſwerably to thy 
belief of it : ?T will keep thee from ſpending thy 
Tine and talk in raſhly judging others, * lelt God 
ſeverely enter into Judgment with thee : ?Twilla- 
waken thee to endeavour todo every Thing, as one 
that is ['e] accountable for all he does: *T will put 
thee upon examining and calling thy ſelf to an Ac- 
count : and cauſe thee to get all thy Accounts rea- 
dy againſt the great Audit : 'Twill help” thee to 
judg thy ſelf here, that thou maieſt not be judged 
and condemned hereafter at the great and laſt 
Day : It will excite and ſtir thee up to Kepentance, 
and provoke thee to the Performance of a courſe of 
new and ſincere Obedience ;, to make that Law wo 

ule 


* Mat, 9,1. 
[e] Semper st4 vivammy ut rationem reddeniam noby ar- 
bit, emmy, Tullius apud Latant, de ycro cultu, |, 6. $, 24+ 
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Rule of thy Life, which God will make the Rule 
of his Tudgment, 

The Wiſe Man makes this an Argument to induce 
Men to * fear God, and keep his Commandments, that 
God will bring every Work, into Judgment , with eve- 
ry ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil, 
St. Paul very earneſtly preſ9d the Athenians to 
Repentance, by this moſt powerful and cogent Ar- 
gument, drawn from the Certainty of a future Judg- 
ment ;, + God now commandeth all Men every where to 
repent : becauſe he hath appointed a Day im the which 
he will judg the World in Rigteouſneſs. And this was 
the Reaſon of the Apoſtles Labour, of all his Am- 
bition and Deſign to be || acceptable ro God, whe- 
ther living or dying ; becauſe we muſt all appear be- 
fore the Fudgment-ſeat of Chriſt : Yea, this was the 
Ground of all his Induſtry and Parnfulneſs in the 
Miniſtry , Knowing therefore the Terrour of the Lord, 
we perſwade Men, faies he ; Conſidering the Dread- 
fulneſs of this Appearance of God, we ſtrive to 
bring Men to embrace the Truth, and to live as 
thoſe that are thus to be judged. And in Hope of a 
Reſurrettion to a Judgment of Abſolution, (*) bere- 
in did he exerciſe himſelf to have alwaies a Conſcience 
void of Offence toward God, and toward Men : he 
knew, if Conſcience abſoly'd him in this Life, it 
would alſo under God acquit him in the other. 
Thy (i) earneſt looking for the glorious Appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, is apt to 
engage and prevail with thee ro deny Vngod'ineſs and 


world- 
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* Eccl. 12, 13- T7 Acts 17. 30, 31. ] 2 Cor. $. 9g 10s 11, 
w Acts 24-15, 16, (ft) Tit, 2.12, 13. 
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world.y | f] Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godlsly in this preſent World. 

Thy chinking of Judgment, will make thee care- 
ful of thy Thoughts, becauſe God will judg the Se- 
crets * of Men, and t manifeſt the Counſels of the 


Hearts, And render thee watchfui over thy Words, 

cauſe of all thy || hard Speeches, and of every 
|| *dle Word thou muſt grve an account ;, and || 
thy Words thou ſhalt be juſtified or condemned : And 
will cauſe thee to be circumſpe?t in all thy Wates, 
and narrowly obſervant of all thy Actions ; becauſe 
Chriſt vvill come to (+) convince Men of all their un- 
godly Dt eds ;, and thou muſt be judzed according to 
thy Wor bs. 

Did!t thou faithſully mind thy ſelf of a farwre 
Judzm nt, thou wouldit not be ſo frothy and fool- 
uh in thy Speeches, ſo vaia and profane in thy 
Merriments, ſodeceirful in thy Trade ; ſo formal 
in thy Duties : thou wouldit not ſottiſhly ſleep, 
or umpzrtinently muſe, or irreverently talk our 
Sermons, nor mumble and huddle over thy Praicrs 
like ſo many Ave-Marie's : Thou wouldlt certain- 
ly think, and ſpeak, and act ; buy and ſell, hear 
and pray, carry thy ſelfin thy Dealings with Men, 
and int thy Devotions to God, as one that mult 
£rve ant account of thy ſelf to God. 

O think and ſay at the End and Cloſe of every 
Day, Now l have ove Day lefs to live, and one Day 
more to reckon for, It is [ g] reported of 1gnatins 

Loyola, 


— — — — —— — - _ _ — — — — 


aA Nec merevocabat a proſundiere voluptatum carnalinm 
gurgite , nifs metus mortys 5 futuri judicis tim ques per Varnias 
g18 ide wg Opinionts, nun iam tamenrece it Ae pettore mea, A Up. 
Cont.1.6.c.16.5. 1, 

* Rom. 2.16. f 1Cor.4 5. || Juders. (4) Ibid. 

[ge] Apoph.hegms cv.lettcd by George Herbert wn his Re 
IM .ULILS, 
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Loyola, that he uſed to ſay, when he heard a Clock, 


ſtrike, There*s one Hour more that I have to anſwer to 
God for. Such a good Meditation concerning, the 
p## Hour, would ſurely quicken thee to ſpend the 
following and ſucceeding Howr much berter. 

To conclude this particular ; Conſider thou art 
to be judged by Chriſt; and ſurely then thou wilt 
not be p ak of him now, leſt he be aſhamed of thee 
another Day : Thou wilt wiſely labour for an n- 
tereſt in him, who is to be thy Fxdg ;, that when the 
Devil ſhall accuſe thee, thou maieſt have an Adve- 
cate tO plead for thee, and the Judge himfelt to be- 
friend thee, and todeal according to the Mildnef 
of the Goſpel with thee : Thon wilt hear and re- 
ceive his Commands now, that thou mzieſt hereat- 
ter hear the Senrence of Abſolution from him : Thou 
wilt endeayour fo to live, that thou maieſt look up- 
on the Day of Fudgment as the Time of thy Refreſh- 
ment, and maieſt * love the appearing of thy Lord 
and Judg, 

The eminently holy FL] Mr. John Faneway,{ome- 
time Fellow of K:ng*s-Colteds in Cambridg, had very 
[1]Jearly arriv'd and atrain'd to ſuch an kigh pitch 
and great meaſure of ſpiritual Readineſs, and hea- 
venly Preparedneſs, that when once there was much 
Talk, that one had fore-told that Doom's-Day 
ſhould be upon ſuch a Day ;, although he blamed 
the preſumpruows Folly of the falſe Prophet, yet ſup- 
poſing it were true, What then, {aid he? What if 
the Day of Fudge ment were come, 45 ut will moſt certain- 


ly 
» 2Tim. 4.8. 
(h] In his Lite written by his Brother Mr, james Jancway, 
P- 95, 96 


[i} Ar abour 20, for h* died berween 33 2nd 24, and this was 
his Condition for about 3 Years b:tore hz Gic!,p 97, 120, 
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ly come ſhortly ? If I were ſure the Day of Tudzment 


were to begin within an Hour, I ſhould be glad 'with all 


my heart. If at this very inſtant I ſhould hear ſuch 
Thundrings, and ſee ſuch Lightnings, as Iſrael did at 
Mount Sinai, 1 am perſwaded my very Heart would 
leap for joy. But this I am confident of,, through infi. 
nite Mercy, that the very Meditation of that Day hath 
even raviſhed my Soul, and the Thought of the Certain- 
ty and Neatneſs of it is more refreſhing to me than the 
Comforts of the whole World, Surely nothing can morg 
revive my Spirits than to behold the bleſſed Jeſs, the 
Joy, Life and Beauty of my Soul, Would it not more 
rejoyce nie than Joſeph's Wagons did old Jacob ? 

O let us labour to be like him. Let's love Chriſ®; 
Laws,-that we may not dread, but love his appear- 
mg, when he ſhall come to reckon and calltoan ac- 
count for our Obſervation or Violation of them, 
Let us love the Appearing and Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt 1n his Ordinances, his Word and Sacraments : 
love the Appearing ,, Enlargement and Encrealing 
of his ſpiritual Kingdom in the World : love his Ap- 
pearing in the Hearts and Lives of his molt faithful 
and obcdicnt People : love his Appearing in our Hou- 
ſes and Families, and his being formed and inthroned 
in our own Hearts, and in the Hearts of our neareſt 
and deareſt Friends and Relations ;, and by earneſt 
and ardent Delireeven haſten the coming of the Day 
of God, long for the ſecond coming of the Lord 
Chriſt, when he ſhall appear without Su unto Salva- 
tion, and very heartily pray and ſay, * Come, Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly : When wilt thou + come again, 
and receive us unto thy ſelf , that where thou art, there 
we may be alſo ? 

Thus 


—_—_ 


* Rev. 22,i7, 20, f Joh. 14. 3- 
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Thus 1 have offer'd to your beſt Conſideration 
the Certainty and Neceſſity of a future and final 
Tudo ment. 


2, I come now to lead you to the Meditation of 
the great Vncertamty , as to 4, Of the Time and 
Seaſon of this Judgment. O think with thy ſelf, 
that the Son of Man * cometh at an Hour when you 
think, not : That Chriſt ſaies, + Behold I come as a 
Thief: That thou || kroweſt not when the Time ts 
That (* ) thou knoweſt neither the Day nor the Hour 
wherein (*) your Lord, (*) the Son of Man com- 
«h ; to particular Judgment, at the Day of Death ; 
or tO general Fudoment, at the End oO” the World, 
That there are indeed Signs of the Tires, which 
ſhew when it is near ; which the Faithful are to ob- 
ſerve and take notice of, to be initru:ted by, aud 
to gather comfort from ; Bur that the pin.tual 
and preciſe Time is bid from us : Arid that a conli- 
derable Latitnde being to be allowed in the Accounts 
of Time, both az to the Begummg and Enaing of 
them ; we can therefore take no exat Meaſures, 
nor fix dire&tly upon the very Time and Day, that 
God hath ſer in his own purpoſe to judg the World 
In, 

And here 'twill be uſeful to thee to conſider, 
that (as St. Auſtin ſpeaks) [4] The laſt Day # con- 
cead and kept ſecrer from thee, that all other Dazes 
may be obſerv'd, well-ſpznt and improved by thee ; 
and that there may be a due Tr:al of thy Faith, and 
Patience and Obedicnce, by a Courſe of holy Li- 

Cc ving : 


Ng 


* Luke 12.49 + Rev, 16.15. || Mark13. 33+ 
(*) Mat, 24 4z, & 25.13, 


[& ] [deg later witimme dies nt 96/erventur oeomnes dts, 
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ving : Whereas if thou kzeweſt certainly the juff 
Ferm of thy Life,” and how long it would be betore 
thou ſhould!t be-ca/led ro be judged ;, thou mightſt 
too probably rake Occaſion from it , to defer and 
put off thy Converſion and Repentance to a few 
Daies before Dearh-and Judgment, and to live idly, 
Iooiily and volapcuouily, all-the Daies of thy Lite, 
tall the very lat. 

But ſurely tizou wilt reckon now, 'That the great 
Uncertainty of Chris coming is-a notable Spur to 
Vigitlancy and Watchfulnef: That now not being 
ſecure any one Moment, ?tis thy Wiſdom to itand 
upon tiiy Watch continually, Jeſt Chriſt come at 
2 Time when thou doelt lea(t expet him, and 
find chee in a Poſture uncapable of Mercy from 
him, unqualitied to receive Benefit: by his Coming, 

Frequently and intently think, that the Time 
of thy Death and parricular Fudement is very uncer- 
tain ;, That thou * knoweſt nor when the Maſter of 
the Houſe cometh; -at Even, or at Midmght, or at 
the Cock:crowing , or in the Mornins : whether he 
w1'l call thee tn the Daies oft thy Towrh, or in the 
Midſt of thy Dies, of in elder Years ; —— Whe- 
ther he will take thee in thy Bed, or at thy Table, 
or in a Journey ;, At what Time, or by what Mean 
he will cite and ſummon thee to leave this World, 
and ro corhe to Judgment. Conlider, that thou 
maicſt drop imto thy Grave before the fall of the 
Leaf from the Tree; Yea, that though now in 
perte*t Health,thou maieſt-be dead, [1] and PR 


— 


we Wark 13. 35S. 


[1] £2 4 {1% NIE 14 "IT it ftrers A eff onmabus 3 hyuc in ſmnguls 
ace mortis 4mpict x. Hicr. inc. 2 Joelis, 

Func unicuque wenier dies 116, (hm Yeuert t1 dies ut tals 
bine exeut, qualtiy judicandus cit 1:0 die, Avg, Ce! $9. 
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ed and damned before the next Lord's-day : that 
this very Day, this Hour thy Soul may be required 
of thee, and be preſently jadged to Heaven, or 
Heil, and paſs immediatly into an unchangeable 
State and Condition 5 And that the particutiar 
Tudrment will conſion thee over tothe genera! Fud;- 
ment, Which will be conform to, and a Confirmat;- 
01 of the former for ever : And this wil raiſe and 


thou c:11/t not eſcape. 1 his wi'l cauſe thee to taxe 
heed to thy ſelf, leſt at any Time thy Heart be over- 
mary'd witn Surferting and Drunk;naſs, ard the 
Cares of ths Life, and ſo that Day come upon thee un- 
awares : Todread rhe Thoughts of being ſu/prized 
and taken unprovided by the great and jult Judg 
of Anzels and Men. 7 his wil help thee ro be con- 
ſtantly caretal, as to thy Perſon, that it be ſuch as 
may find acceptance in that Day; and careful 3s to 
thy Employment, that it be ſuch as 1s ſuitable to thy 
Expetation 07 Chrilt's Comiag, and fit toe ap- 
proved by thy Lord : To be alwaies in a readineſs 
to receive thy Summons,and give upthy Accounts : 
To reaſm and argue thus with thy felr; It Chrilts 
Coming ſhould /erprize me in ſuch a Courleo; 
Sin, what a woeful Caſe ſhonld 1 then be in? 
Shall I dare to live in that State, which | hall 
tremble to be found in at the Day of Judyment *? 
Repreſent thy Fuds as ſtand? ar the Door, and 
this will excite thee to watch and pray alwaics, that 

wC-3 thou 


* Luke:1. 235. + 1 Tic 5. 5+ 


Reg 
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thou mateſt be * accounted worthy. to eſcape the 

Sentence of Condemnation, and to ſtand before the 
Son of Man : To pray God to make thee ſuch a 
wiſe Virgin, as may timely take care to trim thy 
Lamp, to furniſh thy Vellel with the Oil of Grace, 
to put on the Wedding-garment, and to get thy ſelf 
arraled with that fine Linen, which is the Raght eouſ. 
neſs of the Saints ;, that ſo thou maielt gladly go out 
to meet the Bridegroom ;, and when others are un- 
provided and miſerably excluded, thou being rea- 
dy maieſt be admitted by him, and enter with him 
into the Marriage-Chamber. 


The third of the four laſt Things , propoſed as the ſub- 
qect Matter of Meditation, in order to the right 
Redemption of Time. 


II. Let Heaven aud its Joys be the ſubjet Matter 
of thy Meditation. And here, 


1. Thinkof the happy Condition of a pious Soul in 
the State of Separation. Conſider ſeriouſly , that 
Chriſt bath 1 brought Life and Immortality to Light, 
through the Goſpel : [m)] That thy Soul will [aj 
afterthe Shipwrack of this Body ; and that in the 
State of Separation it ſhall not droop in an unactive 
Letharzy, nor be numm without Sence, void of all 
Apprehenſion and Operation, and in a droufy, 
ſleepy, joyleſs, comfortle(s Condition till the - 

ur- 


* Luke 21, 36. + 2 Tim. 1.10. 

[1m] Hodje rxptriay an anime fit immortaly (aid Paula 
£w1mtns when he was about to die : A brave infallible fudg in- 
deed, that doi bred of the Seul's Immortality ! 

Nonne yobys Videtur animus «, qui plas cernat, f longing, vis 
dre fe ad meljore proficiſc ; ile antem, ens obtuſior ſit aciet, 
won yidere f Cic.de ten, 
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ſfurretion : An erroneous Opinion , which Pope 
Fohn the 22th was ſo tiff and peremptory in, that 
he not only taught it himſelf, bat procur'd an Or- 
der in the Vniverſity of Parts, that none Ihoald rake 
his Degree in Divinity, unleſs he held it, Do 
thou believe, and conlider, that it thou beeſt a 
faithful Perſon , thy Soul at its Departure ſhall 
change its State for the berrer, and have a del:ghtful 
Senſe and joyful perception of its good Condition , be 
* quickly with Chrilt in Paradiſe, t immediately 
m_ with the Lord, and || forthwith bleſled ; 
(X) carried by a Convoy of Angels into Abra- 
bam's Boſom , reccived to him, and cntcrtaind 
with him : That as Ambaſſadours , when they a: « 
rive at forreign Courts, are conducted thither by 
the Maſters Of Ceremonies, {0 thy holy Soul thail be 
tranſlated by good Angels into a bleſſed Maniion , and 
with Lazarus be (1) comforted in that Condition : 
That if thou art a j### Perſon , thy (||) Spirzt [Fall 
then be made perfeet : thy Vaderſtanding be cleared 
from Ignorance and Errour, enlarged and illuſtra- 
ted at thy Departure z thy W# be endowed wyh 
exact Conformiry to the Will of God, and with 
perfect Liberty from all Scrvitude of Sin, and be 
troubled no more with doubtful Choice, but fully 
embrace the Chief Good ; thy Afe-t:ons be Quely 
and firmly plac'd ; thy Spirit be [»] gather'd to 
blelled and perfetted Spirits, and be made it {elf c- 
GE qual 


—— — 


* Snuccoy , Luke 23-43. f 2( or. 5-8. : 

|| &men, Rev. 14.13. (*) Like16. 22, (t) Verle 2x. 

(i) Hcb. 14. 23. 

(»] The Oracle told Amelie, enquiring what was becomsy 
of Polenes's Soul, that he was gone tv Pythageras, ard "OCT (= 
ter, and Plato, ---- Twas a comfort to Sor Fes, that tin 
Death he hoped to ſee Homer, Heſid, wee 0 frecl us um Ae". 
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qual t5 the Angels, and ſo become fit Company for 
them : I hat thy Soul ſhall be in an happy Condi- 
tion, and be ſecure, and certain that it ſhall neyer 
be aiſþcſſ« ſd ard cjected out of it,deprivd or berea- 
ved of it. 

Such Thoughts a3 theſe will never ſuffer thee to 
let thy Sowl /leep im thy Body, which will ſurely wake 
when it 4 out of it, This Meditation is likely 19 
py thee from living and afling ſenſnally and 
»wrifhly, as if thy Soul were material ar:d mortal, 
ard capable of no greater Happineſs, or higher 
Preierment than to be #:priſord and buried In this 
grcls dull Fleſh. This will cauſe thee to take care, 
that thy Sox! may exerciſe and maintain a due Su- 
priority over thy Body ;, that thy Soul may * keep 
mnaer thy Body, and brimg it into ſubjettion, and nor 
be fervilelyard ſordidly ſubjett to it ; 1ir.ce thy Soul 
15 ab'e to live without it, and ſhall from the Day of 
Death till the Day ofReſurretion live better with- 
out it than ever here it Gd with it, This will 
mind thee to bring thy Soul, which is a Sperit, to 
converſe now with the Father of Sprrirs, ard help 
thee to live like an Angel here on Earth, who at- 
ter Death ſhalt be as an Angel of God m Heaven, 
Farther ; the Coniideration oi a State of Bliſs to de- 
parted Souls , will make thee labour to become 
fir for this State, by getting thy Soul made like ro 
God by truce Holinels, that Ged may love his own 
Imaze 


* — 


cevms ad ihind anino um concils rams 5 Caluirgrt fr fri cary 5 
e'm ex hac turva 3 COUMVIORe HL CEAATH 5 Cice tu 1 at. Maj 
ſcu de Sn. 

DOrr ales CYHEOWE = - AMICOS. 17oHt hinc Oilcedens in) E1n1- 
am: vwobes ant fm bes aut etram mcluores, me veſtia quid m 
can erudicie ain CATHIWIT HH, q and; JUIUCHI 45 CLOVES evele.n 6/134 
e:49/21714'uri, Enim. Aporlith. 1. 3. 
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Image and Likeneſs in thee, and atlight to ado gaod 
to the Sox he loves : By itriving tolead a good and 
boly Lite here, which'is by the Ordination of God 
the dire:t and ready Way to an happy and e- 
ternal Lite hereafter : By looking that every Act1- 
onand Carriage of thy Lite, be worthy of thy {Zope 
ofeternal Lite. 

[0] If a State of glorious Immortality were but 
aLikelyhood and Probability, you would notwith- 
ſtanding, in all reaſon, do any thing, ſar any 
thing, pare with ay thing, that if at lair it [ould 
prove a reality, you might make ſure of it, and ren- 
der your ſel: capable of obtaining and enjoying it : 
becaule if it ſhould prove rrxe, and you ſhould mf 
ofit, no preſent Enjoyment could any way coxn- 
tervail the 1.ofs of an eternal State of Bliſs. And 
If it ſhould ot prove true, the deaying thy ſelf theſe 
carthly ſenſual Pleaſures would be me conſiderable 
Lof, or great Unhappineſs to thee : *twould be 
but the Loſs of a tranſitory, ſhort, impure, im- 
perfect Pleaſure, which even in this World has 
Pain and Torment mixt with it, and has often ſad 
Relliſhes, and a bitter Farewel at the End of it. 
If there were but a bare P; ovability of fuch a 
State , the moſt obſcure Notices , and thy KHCEY = 
tain Hopes of it, were enough to make thee dligent- 
ly look after it : Surely then thou wilt much 
more ſeck and preſs after it, when God has given 
thee an abſolure Certainty of the Thing, and the 
higheſt Satisfaftion that can rationally be de!red of 
the Truth of it, 


C 1 + Aud 
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[0] Sce to this purpoſe Mr. Baxtcr's Reif. uot the Chr It. REL 
I Part, P, 133, 123, 
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And thus Meditation will be a Means, as to 
fit thee for thy Tranſlation, ſo to 'make thee, with 
* St. Paul, have an earneſt Deſrre to depart, to go 
hence, to go home , To breath out [ p] Calviz' 
Ejaculation, V/quequo Domine ! How long, Lord ! 
Tocry our as holy ['q] Monica did, when ſhe had 
newly been largely diſcourſing with her Son 
St. Auſtin of the heavenly Kingdom, Son, as for me, 
1 now take no delight in any thing in this Life : Quid 
hic facio ? What dol here ? Ard to uſe ſuch Words 
2s thoſe of Mr, Herbert, 


[Cr] What have I left, that I ſhould ſtay and groan? 
T he moſt of me to Heav'n us fled : 

My Thoughts and Joies are all packt up and gone, 
And for their old Acquaintance plead. 


2. Bend thy Mind to think of the Reſurretion of 
the Body to a State of Glory. Conlider, that as thy 
gout at Death is not extinguiſhed, ſo that thy dead 
and buried Body ſhall not finally periſh, and be quire 
Joſt, bur at lait be reprod:c4 and reitor'd again 10 
thee, by the Agency of an 0»:mſcient and ommipotent 
God : T hat if thou t bait dove good , thou: ſhalt 
come forth to the Reſurrettion of Life ;, come out of 
thy Grave, as Jonah out of the \Whalc's Belly ; as 
Daniel out of the Lions Den ; as Pharaoh's chief 
Butler, yea, as the innocent honeſt Joſeph, out of 
Priſon, to an high and honourable Condition, 

Think , how the very ſame Body that fell by 
Death, ſhall be raiſed again at the laſt Day; as 
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® Phil. 3. 21, 23 
([p] Velch, Adam in vit. Calv. p. 109% 
[9] Aug. Cont. 1.9. c.ig $. 4. 
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Lazarus roſe with the ſame Body which had lien in 
the Grave four Daies ; and as Chr:/t roſe with the 
ſame Body that was crucified and buried : How con» 
rwows it 1s tO the Wiſdom-ar.d Goodnrfi ard governs 
img Juſtice of God, that the ſame Body, which was 
Partner with the Soul in good Attions, iouid be a 
Sharer with it in ever/aſting Rewards : 'T hat that ve- 
ry Body, which was the 7 cmple of the Holy Gho#t, 
and whoſe Members were the Members of Chriſt, 
and I:ſtr uments of Righteouſneſs , and did God 
Service, ard labour*d ard tutier*d for Chriſt here, 
ſhould be raiſcd ard rewaraed hereatter : And 
how reaſonable to conclude , that God having 
planted in the Soul a natural Inclination to its 
awn Body , will ſurely one Day ſatisfy the Souls 
Appetite by reuniting itto the ſame Body, 

Think how thy Body ſhall riſe the ſame for Sub- 
ſtance, but not the ſame for Qualities and Erdow- 
ments : that it ſhall-be raiſed * i JIncorruption, in 
Glory, um Power ;, raiſed a ſþiruual BogY, and puton 
Immortality : That thou halt bear the Image of the 
Heaven'y: That this Fleſh and Bloud (hall be chan- 
ged and altered with a perfettive Alterat:on, that 
it may be capable of inheriting the Kingdom of 
God : That Chrilt (hall | change thy wie Body, that 
it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body ;, and that 
thou ſhalt || ſhine forth as the Sun, in the Kingdomof 
thy Father. 

Theſe Thoughts will warm and afte thy Heart, 
and move and incline thee to ſtudy 'and endeavour 
to get thy Soul and Body futed and qualificd for a 
Participation of a blelied ard glorious Reſurre- 
ction. 

To 


— Emo 


* 1 Cor. 15. 42,43»44» 49, SO» f PRiL 3,21, | Mat-13 43. 
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To get thy Soul now transform?d, and made like + 


unto Chriſt's gracio: Soul, that thy Body hereafter 
may be transformd, and made like unto hu gloriow 
Boay : to get, I ſay, a ſanttified Soul here, that 
thou matelt not fail ot a glorified Body - hereafter ; 
for the Body follows the Condition of the Soul : Not to 
ſpend thy Time, Care, Colt, Pains, in decking 
and adorning, in trimming and [5] beautifying 
thy Body, but to dreſs and adorn thy Soul wich 
true Grace and Holineſs here, that fo at the Day 
of Reſurrettion thy Body may be made very glo- 
rions and beautrful indeed, and then may be chan- 
ged for the better, never to ſutler any Change 
more. 

Yea, thy Meditation of the Reſurrection of thy 
Body, will make thee labour to get thy Body ſan- 
ftified, that it may be glorified : ? Twill make thee 
pray, that thy * Body may be preſerved blamelcſs unto 
the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ;, and cauſe thee, 
as thou would(t have thy Body raid to Glory, to 
keep under thy Body here, and not to ſuffer its Mem- 

ers to riſe in Rebellion againſt God : 'Twill help 
thee to uſe thy bodily Members holily here, that 
they may fare well and happily hereafter : Conſider- 
ing how «fit it is, that God ſhould raiſe the In- 
ſtruments of Iniquity to a State of glorious Immor- 
tality ; How «nmeet, that Chriſt ſhould take that 
Body, which in this Life vigorouſly oppos'd him, 
and buſily and violently acted againſt him, and fa- 
ſhion this wicked he//iſh Body like unto his heavenly 
and glorious* Body; How wmcongruows , that they 
that 
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[s] Quile pingunt in hc ſeculo aliter qudn creavn Dew, 
meruanine un veaerit reſurretions dits, artifex COCUrY A 
ſm nom recopnoſcat, C)pr, 
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# that /ive after the Fleſh, and + ſow to ther Fleſh, 
ſhould im therr Fleſh ſee God ;, that they who uſe 
their £yes chieily ro ler in ſinful Objects, thould at 
the latter Day || ſee God for themſelves, ard that 
ther Eyes ſhould behold him with Comfort and Joy. 
Thy Meditation concerning the Reſurrection, will 
direct thee to ſay upon any Temptation, Shall I 
ofter to abuſe and drſhonour this Fleſh, to abuſe and 
dſhonowr God with this Fleſh, which 1 look, that God 
ſhould ſo highly howonr , and greatly glority at the 
haſt Day ? Shall I fin againit God with th# Body of 
mine, which / hope ſhall ſhine at the Reſurrection as 
the Sur 1n the Firmament, and as the Stars for ever 
and ever, and be chang'd and faſhioned like the glo- 
riozu B ody of Teſs w Chriſt ? 

This will ergage thee to ſtrive with the Apoitle, 
(*) :f by any means thou maieſt attain unto the Reſur- 
retion of the Dead, a ReſurreCtion to a glorious 
Immortzliry : 

To ſtudy to be j»ſt, that thou mateſt be Parta- 
ker of the (') Reſurrettion of the Fiſt : To labour 
to have part mn the (|| ) firſt, that thou maiclt partake 
of the ſecond Reſurrection : [*] To hear now the 
Voice cf the Son of Ged, ſpeaking by his Werd, 
2nd Works, and Spirit ; and hearing, to hve a 
divine and ſpiritual Lite; that when theu art 
dead 2nd rotten in thy Grave, thou mateſt ar laſt 
hear his Voice, ard come forth to the Refſurrettt- 
on of Life, ard lift up thy Head with Joy in the 
[ater Day : To Jabour to be a true Member oft 
Chritt, ard to live to Chriſt, that ſo thou maieſt 
[:] Beep in Feſus, and by the Power of God be 

brought 
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brought from the dead with him : To feat and 
refren the Bodies of the Poor, that thou maieſt 
be * recompenſed at the Reſurrettion of the Fuſt : Tq 
endeavour to act ſpirirually and Gvely, as thoy 
hopeit to partake of the Reſurrection unto Life : 
To be careful to have alwaies a t Conſcience void 
of Offence, in Hope and Expectation of an happy 
Reſurrection ; and in Intuition of the Promile of 
it, with the || 12 Tribes, to ſerve God inſtantly 
Day and Night : To refuſe at any time to (*) ac- 
cept Deliverance, upon baſe and unworthy T erm, 
and ſinful Conditions, that thou maielt obtain 4 
better Reſurrettion : To be willing to pt thy Body to 
any Pains, Labour , Suffering , for the ſake of 
God and Chriſt, who will not ſuffer ſo much as thy 
Body to be a Loſer : To (t) glorify Godin « Body, 
liince God hath promiſed to glorify this Boay : To 
reſolve, that Chriſt ſhall be (!|) magnified im thy Bo- 
dy, whether it be, by Life or by Death ; lince 
Chriſt will raiſe even thy dead Body, and give this 
very Body of thine an [*] abundant Recompenſe 
of Reward at laſt : Ina Word; to have thy Con 
verſaticn [1] in Heaven, from whence thou lookeſt for 
thy Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to change thy 
vile Body, 


3- Andlaſtly, Meditate much and often of that 
perfett State of heavenly Glory, that 1s to be enjoyed 
upon the Reumon of Soul and Body. Think, when 
thy Soul ſhall recover its own Body, what a glad 
and joyful Meeting there will of thoſe old Companions 
and intimate Friends, which have been parted = 

A 
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* Tuke 14.14. f As 24. 15, 16. 
C*) Heb 11,35. C+)1 Cor. 6. 20. (CJ) Phil, 1. 29, 
[*] 1 Cor.-I5. 53, {|} Phil. 3, 20,21, 
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ſeparated ſolong : and how the Glory of thy Body 
will be an Addztion to the Joy and Happineſs of thy 
Sol : and that from the Day of Reſurrection, nor 
only a Part but thy whole Perſon, conliſting both of 
Soul and Body, will be fetled in a pertectly happy 
Condition. 


(1.) Apply thy Mind to think in gezeral, of en- 
joying an * Inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that 'fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for you ; 
of taking Polleſſion of an heavenly Kingdom, and 
receiving a Crown of Life : That it thou beelt a real 
good Chriltian, t when Chriſt who s thy Life ſhall ap- 
pear , thou alſo ſhalt appear with him in Ulory : That 
neither || Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neuher have 
entred into the Heart if Man, the Things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him, Think of an 
excellent State of heavenly Happineſs, which cannot 
indeed be fully underſtood, till it is enjoyed; but yet 
at preſent is ſufficiently revealed to provoke our De- 
ſrres after it, and to encourage our Endeavours to gain 
and obtalgt. 

The Meditation of heavenly Happineſs ard Glo- 
ry in the general, will cauſe chee to beware of ſuch 
(* ) Sins, as will meritorzouſly exclude thee from the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and formally unfit thee for the 
Enjoyment of it ; and will make thee. careful to 
get the Qualz/icatious proper to a Perſon to whom 
it belongs, and to perform the neceilary indiſpen- 
ſable Conditions upon which the promiſed Benehr 
depends : To labour to be (t) made meet to be a 
Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light ; 

by 


— 


® ot Per.n. 4 + Colp 4 {| 1Cor 3.9. 
(*) » Cor. 6. 9, 10. Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Eph.ys.s, 6. 
Rev. 21. 279, (4) Col-1-13, 
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by Grace to become capable and ſuſceptible of Gl 
ry: to* be born again, that thou maielt fee thy 
Kingdom of God : to be a t Veſſel of Mercy, firted 
and prepared unto Glory : To bow thy Knees roGad, 
that he would work this Meernrf and Firnels, this 
ſpiritual Aptitndeand Idoneity 1n thee ; that he 
would prepare thee for the Inheritance of the 
Saints, an Inheritance || among them which are ſan. 
&:fied ;, by making thee Partaker of ejectual Yoca- 
tion , real Regeneration , gracious Adoption," and 
thorough San:tification ;, that by HHolmefs he would 
qualify and d:ſpoſe thee for Happmnrf.. 

And th5 Meditation will incline thee to put thy 
ſelrin God's Way, to be made fit : And when he be- 
gins tO make thee fit, to do the beit thou canit, wn- 
d:r God, in hisStrength and by Its Grace, to fir 
thy ſcif ;'to inquire after the Means oO! eternal 
Lite, and to charge thy ſelf with the V/e of theſe 
Means, in order to the atraiming ot this great End : 
To cleanſe thy ſelf from all Filrhinef, that thon 
maie!t be meer for an wndefiled Inheritance : (*) To 
keepthy Garments undefiled, that thou maicit be 
worthy to walk with Chritt in white - To glorify 
God both inthy Body and Sprre, that thoy maitelt 
receive and iuherir the Promiſe of the Glorificarion 
both of thy Soul and Body : T'o endeavour to have 
(thy Fruit unto Holmeſs, that thy End may be 
everlaſting Life 5 (|) To dos God”s Commandments, 
that thou maie{t be blefſed, and have Right to the 
Tree of Life, and maieſt enter in throngh the G ates in- 
tothe City : [*]] By patient commuance in well doing, 
to ſeek, for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, that 

God 


—— 


* Joh. 3.3. f Rom. g.23. | As 29 32. 
(*) Rev. 3. 4 EET Rom, 6. 23. CP; Rev, 22. I 4», 
[* |] Rom. 2. 7. 
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God may render eternal Life to thee : Believing, 
and contidering, that he that made thee without thee, 
wort ſave thee without thee ;, (a known Saying of 
St. Auſtm ) that God will never beltow glorious 
Immortality upon any that are /orþ to look after 
it; that he will never giveeternal Life to any that 
are «willing to receive 1t ; that he won't make thee 
happy 4gazm#t thy Will ; nor force Heaven upon thee 
whether thou wilt or no : That eternal Life is a 
Thing well worth thy looking after; and therefore 
it is that God wiil have it ſouzhr for ;, and foughr 
for by well doing, in a way of Obedience and gocd 
Works; And that not only by Fs and Starts, 
but by Perſeverance or Contmuance in well-doing, 
and by patient Continuance in well-doing : That a 
Man may as well think to be able to [7] walk, with 
one Leg, as ever expect togo to Heaven by a Faith 
that is ſeparated from good Works. 


But do not only think of Glory in the General ; 
But conlider ſeriouſly more particularly, how upon 
the Reunion of Soul and Body, thou thalt be made 
completely happy 

In the Vilion of God ; 

In bzholding the glorified humane Nature of 
Chrilt ; 

In the Perfetion of thy Knowledg, and the full 
Satisfaction of all thy rational Deiires 3 

In the blelled Place thou ſhalt dweil in ; 

In the bleiled Company thon ſhalt enjoy 3 

And inthe Uninterruption, Perpetuity and Eter- 
nity of this bleſſed State. 

Con- 


[7] 41 fide ſolrtaria put if /e Þ fe P wbulare Fu Chriſto, as 
I /1C pede ambul WIC CCL iP 8 9/494 £1 dit] 0./:bite Ta ? in Gul. 2, 
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1, How thou ſhalt at laſt be made happy * in 
the Sight of God : That thy Underſtanding {hall ac- 
quieſce in the higheſt Being : That then thou ſhalt 
ſee him as he is, a Fountain of all that is delirable to 
thy Nature; ſee him [a] i Face to Face, know bim 
even as alſo thou art kyown ;, that in Heaven thou 
ſhalt Have as clear a Sight of God, and as free Com- 
munion with him, as the State of a Creature can ad- 
mit, TI hatthough thou ſhalt not then immecdiatly 
ſee the very Eſſence of God(as the over-acute School- 
men afirm) God being in this reſpeCt inviſeble to 
the Angels themſelves ; who though they be unſþer- 
red with any Sin, yet the ſole [mbecillity of their 
Nature and Creature-ſtate does hinder ſuch a Sight 
of God : yet (as the learned Cameroexprelles him- 
ſelf concerning it) thou ſhalt ſee God, by [b] ex- 
periencing who he 1, and what he ſhews and manifeſts 
himſelf tobe to thee : by reaping the bleed Fruit 
and Benefit of the Divine Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, ſo far as the Meaſure of a Creature can 
bear, in the SanCtity of thy Soul, and glorious [m- 
mortality of thy Body. And (as the ingenious, ju- 

dicious 


* Mar.5 8.1 Joh. 4.2. 

[4] Nos non negamus quin Deum videaut anime ſeparate: 
ſed qu/4 viſion ity non ef und rats, ſed Varia parties, prowut 
Dew ſ:/e clarths vel obſc riks revelar, libenter conced;mus now- 
dum eq per veriſſe animas ficeliumy ut tum facie ad faciem in- 
rwers dics pojſent, Thi, Salmur. de vit. Etern. theſ 11. 

f 1 Cor. 13. 12. 

[5] YVidetur Ders experiunds qusl fit, © qualem ſe erga ws 
pre/ter, Cameto Preledt, de Verbo Dei, c. 9. P. 455: 
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dicious [c] Amyraldz does very mtelligibly explain 
this url des ſhalt ſee God hereafcer in his 
gloriow Works and admirable Operations ; ſuchas 
will be the moſt bright Splendor and beautiful Ha- 
bitation of Paradiſe, the Glorification of thy own 
and others Bodies, the Conſociation of the Church 
with Angels, and eſpecially the glorious Preſence 
of Chriſt, 1n whoſe Manhood will appear as much 
of the Creator as 1s poſſibly vikble in the Nature of 
Man : To which add whatever elſe there may be, 
in which the Aajeſty of the Deity ſhall then mani- 
felt it ſelf; Whichrare Efetts of the Divinity will 
certainly lead thee to a clear and full Knowledg of 
God's molt excellent Properties, aud divine Yer- 
txes;, his Wiſdom and Knowledg, Power and 
Greatneſs, Grace and Mercy, Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs; the Knowleds and Contemplation of 
which , will Fire and inflame thee with Love 
to him, and ravilh thee with Joy and Delight in 
him. 

Think, how hereafter thou ſhalt fee God, and 
ſee him as thy God, and Chief Good : ſee God, 
not with a tranſient Sight ; but ſee him ſo as to 
polleſs and enjoy him, to cloſe with him, and be 
wiited to him, and complacentially to res# in him 
as thy utmoſt and perfect End: See God, not by a 
mere ſpeculative Contemplation of him, bur ſo, as 
by ſeeing him [4] to un ion unto hun, to 

D 


_— 


[c] Vide Thef. Salmur. de vita zterna, a Thef. 13-ad finem 
Thel. 25. 

® þ Joh 3. 2+ 

[4] Inthe i ite of Glory our Syuls become living poliſhed 
Glaſſes, wherein the Divine Nature, wherein Chiiit, Gol and 
Man, may be ſc:n as he is ; and he is Txzuth ir {elf, Lite it fe'f, 
and Guodnels is (if; and we arc transtorm'd into the __ 
woc 
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be changed and transformed into the true and lively 
Image of him ; to be made Partaker, in thy Meaſure 


and Proportion, of that Wiſdom and Holineſs, Love 
and Goodneſs, which thou ſhalt apprehend and 
behold in him : That thou ſhalt not only pleaſe 
and delight thy ſelf by looking on ſome Glory that 
ſhall appear before thee, (to uſe ſome Words of a 
C47] learned Doctor) but ſhalt be made all gloriow 
within, and become thy ſelf a God-like Creature : 
That thou ſhalt not behold the Divinity only with- 
out thy ſelf, and be made happy by tome external 
Enjoyment of God only ; but thou ſhalt ſee God with- 
inthee, and feel his Power throughly working thee 
tothe ſame Mind, Will and Deſire with himſelf: 
Thar thou ſhalt ſee God hereafter, and be /ike him ; 
and retleCting upon thy ſelf, ſhalt ſee that thou art 
like him, and be pleaſed and ſatisfied, joyful and 

delighted in thy Similitude and Reſemblance of him. 
This Meditation will move thee, to labour tobe 
fit for the perfect Vilion and Fruition of God, in 
the future State of heavenly Glory : To 1emember 
to turn away thy Eyes from beholding Vanity, as 
thou lookeſt to behold the Divine Glory : To make 
It thy Bnſincſs * to follow Holineſs, without which no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord; enjoy the glorious Sight, 
and behold the blelied Face of God : To labour to 
ſee Godhere, that thou maicſt be the fitter ro ſee him 
hereafter * 'Voſec him in his Works; to ſearch af- 
ter, behold and admire thar infinite Power, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, which are viſible and legible in his 
wondertul Works of Creation and Providence : But 
more 
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rude of all theſ: his Act. ibutes, Dr, Fackſen third Vol. p, $04 
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{ 4] Fee D, Patrick's Parable of the Pilgr. p. 89, 50, 
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more eſpecially, to ſtudy to ſee and know God, as 
he has reveaPd himſelf in his Word - to ſee his fde- 
lineſs in his Precepts, his Fuſtice in his 1 hreatnings, 
his Grace and Goodneſs in his Premiſes. Once more z 
Toſece and converſe with God in his Oramances ; 
to ſee him, as he preſents himſel? to thy view, and 
exhibirs himſelf to be ſeen in the Sanitnary ,, to 
enjoy Communion and Fellowſhip with him in the 
publick folemn Ordinances of Prayer, hearing, re- 
ceiving the Sacramcnt of the Lord's Supper : And 
to be alwaics purging thy Sight, clearing thy Eyes, 
and cleanſing thy Soul, endeavouring to b2come 
* ſe] pure m Heart, not defiled by looking after 
flethly or worldly Luſts, nor polluted with other 
foul Mixtures ; tobe free from Hypocriſy and Vn- 
cleanneſs, from Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit; in 
thu Senſe , tobe pure in Heart, that thou mateſt 
ſee God ;, have a ſpiritual Sight, and 1award Senſe 
and [ f ] Tait, a ſavory allectionate Knowledg of 
him, and be capable and receptive of Impreſſions 
from him ; as the cryſtal Spring eaſily admits the 
Sun-beams, and imbibes its Kates ;, and the clean 
Glaſs plainly receives the Species and Imay7es of any 
Bodies: Toget a cleanſed purified 50ul, that thou 
maielt be able to ſee and enjoy God here, and fo be 
Dd 2 fit 


* Mar. $. 8. 

Ce] Purky (peaks two T hinge, rt. Freedom from mixture with 
ary Thing that is more vile; fo Metal is pure, that 15 not em- 
bay'd with a worſe Metal ; and Wine is pure, that is not mixt 
with Watet, 2. Parity (peaks cleern:fs> and wranfparency : $6 
Spring-waters, Fountains, Diamonds are pure, vo Pmity of 
Hears confiits, 1. in Abitratiion and Sep. rnion from every 
Thing bafe and filthy, and in gathering up the Soul into Cort- 
founiun with that which is pure : and, 2. in that Glory, Lulire 
and Beanty, which arifſcs from ſuch Puricy, 


L f ] S&: Dr, Jackſon 3. V, book 11, c: 31, 
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fir for the Beatifical Viſion hereafter : To behold in 
the * Glaſs of the Goſpel the Glory of the Lord, and 
to be changed into the ſame Image here, 9s thou ho- 
ſt hereafter to ſee God, ſo as to be t ſatified with 

1s Likeneſs. : 


2. Think how happy thou ſhalt hereafter be in 
Heaven, by beholding the glorified humane Nature of 
Chriſt : That when he ſhall appear, thou || ſhalt ſee 
bim as he 1s ;, ſee the Perſon of Chrilt [as he is) in 
Oppoſition to what be was, while he was here on 
Earth, in the Form of a Servant : That if thou beelt 
a Servant of the Lamb, thou ſhalt ſee his (* ) Face 
inthe New Jeruſalem : That thou ſhalt be (t } with 
him where he ts, and ſhalt immediatly behold hs Gle 
ry which his Father hath given him. 

Sit down, and conſider, when thou ſhalt arrive 
at the Court of Heaven, how tranſcendent, ard ra- 
viſhing, and pleaſingly amazing the, heavenly Glory 
of Chrilt will be to thee ! That if the(!]) @ucen of 
Sheba pronounced Solomon's Servants happy, becauſe 
they ſtood continually before him, and heard his Wiſ- 
dem, and bcheid but a temporal, fading, and carth- 
ly Glory; how unſpeakable then thy Happineſs will 
be, conitantly to bchold the Preſence, and heaven- 
ty Mediatorial Glory of Feſws Chriſt ! That if hereit 
4 ſo ſweer and pleaſant a Thing [[*]] for the Eyesto 
behold the Sun ;, how pleaſant ard delightful then it 
will be, to view ard behold the Sun of Righteonſ- 
meſs ;, to look upon the glorified bumane Nature of 
Chriſt, which will appeac more beautiful, and ſhine 
more bright than the Sur in the Firmament ! If it 

were 
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grere ſo refreſhing and joyful a Sight to the Faithful 
in thoſe Daies, to ſee and enjoy Chriſt, though in 
his State of Enamiliation ; If the * Wiſe en came 
from far to ſee Chriſt, though lying in a Manger ; 
And | Zaccheus climbed up into a Tree, to ſee him 
in the Dates of his Fleſh; And one of the [_g] three 
Things which St. Auſtin wiſh*d he might have ſeen, 
was, Chriſt in the Fleſh ;, Think, how Chriſt in his 
Glory and Advancement, will! be a more taking la- 
tisfying Objet, than in his Hum/ity and Debaſe- 
ment : How ſtrangely it will affet# and delight thee, 
to ſee him ſo highly exalted, and valtly exrichd, 
who humbled and emptied himſelf for thy ſake, and 
became very mean and poor, that. thox through bis 
Poverty mightſt be made rich : To ſee that Body, that 
here was laid in a Manger, naiPd to a Crofs, and 
buried in a Sepulchre, now made a molt glorious 
Bady, and one of the rareſt Sights, and greateſt 
Wonders in Heaven: To fee Chriit in Glory, ard 
Chrilt in Glory, thine , thy gloritied Head and 
Lord, and the Exemplary Cauſe of thy Glorilicatt- 
on : To ſec him || for hy ſelf, (as | Job ſpeaks) for 
thy own unſpeakable Good and Comtort : To lee 
hum, and be enamour”d of him, and be like unto 
him ; to converſe and enjoy Communicn with him, 
and to rejoice # and with hum : To behold his Glo- 
ry ; and not only cr40:/ly ro gaze upon him, but 
to be glorified with hi 4 in ſome proportion, and ac- 
cording to thy capacity, to be made Partater of the 
ſame Glory, and to be admitted (*) to fir with hir 
in his Throne : Think, what a ſablime and notable 
D&4d Z pert 
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po of thy Happineſs this will be in Heaven. If 
aving * zo ſcen Chriſt, thou loveſt him; and be- 
lieving m him, rejoyceſt with Foy unſpeakable, and full 
of Glory: O then conſider, how thou ſhalt love 
and rejoyce in him, when thou ſhalt aftually ſee 
him, and immediatly enjoy him 1n the heavenly 
Kingdom. 

This Meditation will prevail with thee to labour 
to become 7:eer and fit for the happy Sight and fel. 
citating Enjoyment of the glorified humane Nature of 
Chriſt : ? I wiil make thee ſtudy to atrain to real 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, t without which no Man 
ſhall fee the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Glory : ?Twill cauſe 
thee to endeavour to be a Partaker of the Divine 
Nature of Chrift, that thou maieſt be admitted to 
be a SpefF ator and Enjoyer of the glorified humane Na- 
ture of Chrilt : to be in this World, as he was in thu 
World ;that at laſt thou maieſt be #2 the other World, 
as he 1s in that World : to purify thy ſelf even as he 
pure, If thou haſt any Hope in thee to ſee him as he 
15, at his Appearance. 

And this Meditation wiil move and incline ther 
to labour, and love to ſee Chriſt here, that thou 
maieſt be fitted to have the Honour and Priviledy 
to ſee him hereafter : To delight to ſee him now in 
his Promiſ-s, to ſee and enjoy him in his Goſpel- 
Ordizances , to behold him in his Graces ſhining 
in his Members, and to ſee his Image formed 
in thy ow: Heart and Life : Conlidering, that on- 
ly Chriſt-like Creatures are in a capacityof being hap- 

py with Chriſt in Glory : Thar (as [+] one faie 
well) Goa and Chriſt , withoit thee, carnot poſſibly 
make 
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make thee happy : That it 15 not the Perſonof God an [ 
Chriſt, but their Life and Nature, wherein conſiſts thy 
formal Happineſs. 

And that-thou maieſt be fir to ſee hin as he 1s, 
twill direct thee at preſent to ſce him as he was : to 
look upon him as humbling himſelitothe Deaih of 
the Croſs, for thy Sins ; till thy Heart be kindly 
broken for,, and thy Heart and Life be truly broken 
off trom all thy Sins z and to eye and zmtate that 
excellent Pattern and rare Example, which here he 
gave thee in every Alton of his holy Lite. 


3. Freely and largely medztate, how happy thou 
ſhalt be made hereafcer in the great Advancement 
and Perfettion of thy Knowled;, and m the filling up of 
thy utmoſt Capacities, and the Satufattion of all thy 
Deſires. That though now thou * ſceſt through 4 
Glaſs, darkly ;, and knoweſt but in part ;, yet when 
that which is perfett is come, then that WhRic) 1s in pait 
ſhall be done away ;, as the Light of Candles ard Stars 
is done away by the riling of the Sz + That though 
now [.:] many Difficultues in Nature, 2nd Myſteries 
in Scripture, and Secrezs and Wanders of Divine 
Providence poſe and non-plus thee, dazle thy Eyes, 
and are too high and ſublime tor thee; yer that in 
Heaven thou ſhalt have the Cauſes of natirrat things 
manifeſted to thee ; the dzep and protound Ayſte- 
ries of Relizion, and of thy Redempion ard Salvi- 
tion revealed to thee ; the Intricacics ard Riddles 
of God?s Providence unfolded to thee ; the 1H i/dwm, 
and Fuſtice, and Goodneſs of God, it hs drift 
wiſpenſations, and molt inſcrutatle ac.d unicarcli- 

Dd 4 aDiCc 
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able Aftions, cleared up to thee : That there thou 
ſhalt know the Orders, Offices, Excellencies of the 
Angels ;, and the Nature, Operations, and Origi- 
nal of thy own Soul ;, which 1s given thee rather to 
w/e, than to know , in this preſent World : That in 
the State of Glory, thy Underſtanding ſhall be ex- 
traordinarily and ſupernaturally sluminated and ir- 
radiated, and thy Knowledge be wonderfully increard 
and advanced, and thy ind exceedingly pleaſed 
and delighted both by the Repetition, and new 4 Va- 
riety of Contemplation : That in the heavenly Glo- 
Ty , the Divine Manifeſtations and Communications 
ſhall be ample and /zberal enough to fill al the Ca- 
pacities, and richly toanſwer all the Deſires of thy 
moſt exalted and perfetted Faculties: That there 
thou ſhalt never feet any Want or Indigence, but be 
ſo ſatisfied as not to be * ſatiated, cloyed or glut- 
ted : That [&.] in Heaven, thou ſhalt alwaies rec- 
kon that thou haſt ſufficient already to make thee 
throughly and complerely happy ;, and yet ſtill be 
receiving, new Adduions, and freſh Accruements, 
and an Accumulation of Satisfaftion : That e- 
very. Participation of Truth and Goodneſs will 
ſtretch and aiſtend the Capacities of thy Soul, 
and fit thee for further and further Receptions : That 
the Capacities of thy Faculties ſhall be continu- 
ally widened and enlarged , and continually fi- 

led 
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led and ſatisfied , until thou arriveſt unto ſach 
Degrees as thou canſt aſſign no Meaſure unto. 

This Meditation will cauſe thee to carry thy ſelf ſo 
here, that thou maieſt be fit to atta/2 a Perfettion of 
Knowledg hereafter, 

To be careful to know thoſe Things now, which 
are neceſſary to the preſent , and preparatory to the 
futnre State ;, and [/] the Knowledg of which will 
abide and continue, and be heightned and perfefted 
in the other World. | 

To beg of God, that he would open thy Eyes 
here, enlighten thy Underſtanding, tranſlate thee 
out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs , and turn thee 
from Darkneſs to light : Believing, and conſider- 
ing, that groſs and ſottiſh Ignorance here, is an ill 
preparation for Perfettion of Knowledge hereafter ;, 
That if -owthou wilfully continueſt zgnoranr of the 
very firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, thou art 
wrifit to go on to perfettion, ard to be admitted ano- 
ther day to the Underſtanding of the Secrets and hid- 
den Myſteries of God : That if now thou makeſt 
thy ſelf like a Beaſt, in Jgnorance ; thou wilt be 
unmeet to be made like an Angel of God, in the glo- 
rious Perfeition of heavenly Knowledg : If now tho: 
darkneſt thy own Underſtanding, and blindeſt t11; 
own Mind, thou wilt be «fit for the perfett Lylg 
of the heavenly Glory : It now thou ſhutreff 11 
Fyes againſt the Light, and art afraid r9 come 10 


bs 
| BITh 


[[] Omnia pretatys Chriſtian hudioſus velnt [cir 
dam ſunm commenda: e ſalebat dictum al 164d Hier en vans 
lmum, Diſcamus in ter: a quorum [cientia nobis port vyne 
c&1\Q 7 Lund ettarm Auditoro T heologico , 1 q., Grit 0'* (ie 
(ras liieras docebat. m[cri fot. Naurat hiit. ds vite Dis, 
1ei, conſcripr. a Phil. Par, Dav. kl, 
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the Light, leit thy Deeds ſhould be reprov'd ; 

thou wilt be utterly zzmeet to be Partaker of the 

Inheritance of the Saints in Light ; thou wilt only 

be meet for the Kingdom of Darkzef,, fit to be calt 

out into atter Darkyeſs, and to inherit the Blackyeſs 
ef Darkneſs for ever : ?Twill make thee labour to 
get ſome competent Knowledg here, which will be a 
good Preparation for perfett complete Knowledg 
hereafter : Remembring, that ro him that hath ſhall 
be gen; which is true of Knowleds, as well as 

Grace. 

And this Meditation will likewiſe ſtir thee up, to 
practiſe and live up to the Knowleds of thoſe Things, 
which God hath been pleaſed moſt clearly to diſ- 
cover, and plainly to reveal in his Word to thee, 
as any way necellary to thy own and others Edih- 
cation and Salvation : Thou being allured and well 
perſwaded, that prattice and doing is the ready « 
to further Knowing ;, as * to increaſe thy Knowleds 
bere, to, to auzment thy Knowledg bereafter : ?T'will 
cauſc thee tocharge thy ſelf to walk as a Child of 
the Light, and of the Day ; to follow the Light of 
God's Word and Spirit, that thou maieſt be meet 
to bz made Partaker of the Iuberitance of the Saints in 
Liebr. 

" The foremention'd Meditation will moreoyer 
make thee wiſe auto Sobriety, repreſs the itching Cu- 
rofiry of thy Nature, keep thee from ſpending thy 
Time in boldly pry:g into God?s [mr] Secrets, and 
from immoderatly thiriting and reaching after the 

Know- 


_— * PC. rt7, to Joh. 7. 19: 

? [a] Homo ſum, non intel.zg9 ſecrete Det ;, imveſtigare nn 
anaco, & ides etram att ntart formido: q 14 '5 hoc Ipſum ge- 
es ud ih ſacrilegg temer tats eff, tits ſee (11p0as Qu 4/4 /t- 
w.1;5, Saks, de gub, Dri, 1. 3 


a good Duty in evil Dates. All 


Knowledg of Things too high for thee : Remem - 
bringand conſidering, that in this Life thou-canlt 
not attain to clear and full and pertect Knowledg, 
which is a Reward reſerved for another Life; And 
that thon maieſt enjoy it ina due Time, *twill 
make thee willing to wait and ſtay Gods Time ;, to 
be humbly , and modeſtly , and contentedly sgnorant 
of all thoſe Things wherein God has been pleaſed to 
be ſilent, and has thought moſt fit, in this lower im- 
perfect State, for Man to be ignor.,ut, The Conlt- 
deration that thy Knowledg ſhall be perfefted here- 
after, will bring thee at preſent to be quietly 3g- 
norant of thoſe Things, which God ſees meet and 
moſt convenient for a Time to hide and conceal 
from thee; and will help thee to wait very pa- 
tiently for the Seaſon of the fuller Manifeltation 
of himfelf to thee ; this being the Nay to have 
thy Knowledg encreaſed and perfected another 
Day. 

Further ; This Meditation will alſo mind thee, to 
fit chy ſelf for the ſure recerving the full Satisfattio:: 
of all thy Deſires in Heaven hereafter. "Twill 
cauſe thee now to curb and reſtrain thy ſenſual 
Appetite , to moderate thy Detires, to ſubmir th; 
Will ro the Will of God, and to do his Plealur: 
here, that ſo thou maieſt have thy wideſt Capxi- 
tics ard largeſt Deſires every way ſatis/icd and ful- 
flled hercatfter. 


4. Meditate how happy thou ſhalt be hereatier, 
by dwellize in a moſt glorious, beautcous,. bleſſed 
Place ;, in thy heavenly Father”s Houſe, in thy * S:- 
vious Father's Houſe, in which there are many 
Manftons ;, a ſtately Palace, a ſpatious Houſs un. 

UCC, 


_— ——_—= — A — ——_— 
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deed, fit to receiveand entertain an innumerable 
Company of glorious Inhabitants : That thou ſhalt 
be placed and ſetled in the Seat of the Bleſſed, an 
Houſe not made with Hands, a Building of God, Pa- 
radiſe, Heaven, the third Heaven, which is ſeated 
not only above the Region of the Air,but above the 
Afoon and higheſt Stars; from whence thou ſhalt 
with Advantage take a pleaſant Proſpett of the admi- 
r3ble Beauty , and comely Order of the Univerſe, 
and of the Uſefulneſs of all its Parts : That thou 
thalt inhabit a Place which is {o incomparably glo- 
rions, that it is called in Scripture the Throne of 
God: That thou ſhalt dwell hereafter in the better 
and heavenly Countrey of the Saints : That thou ſhalt 
actually and perſonally enter intothe promiſed Land, 
and not only have a P:ſzah-ſight of it afar off : That 
thou ſhalt be tranſlated into the heavenly Canaar, 
tranſported into the holy Land, conducted and re- 
ccived into the holy City, in which there is zo Night, 
ard which has no need of the Sun or Moon to ſhine in 
ﬆ, the Glory of God inlightning it, and the Lamb be- 
img the Light thereof. Think, how the beautiful, 
glorious, precioms Things (of which there is mention 
m the 21th and 22thof the Revelation ) in the large 
Deſcription of the new Fer#ſalem ;, if meant of the 
Glory of the higheſt Heaven, are but Umbrages and 
Shadows of the good Things to come, which are con- 
rain'd and treaſur'd up in the heavenly Kingdom. 
Though Heaven be indeed more a State than a 
Place, yet think, how the Majeſty and Amenity of 
the Place of Glory, will ad4to thy Foy and increaſe 
thy Felicity. 
And this Meditation will provoke thee to labour 
to become apt and fit to live in ſo holy and bleiled 
a Place as Heaven : To be alwaies travel/mg to- 


* wards this heavenly Country, though thy Way lie 


through 
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through a Wilderneſs : To make the mention of Hea- 
ven, and the Way thereto, to be thy frequent Diſ- 


courſe, thy molt ſerious and moſt refreſhing Conte- 
rence : To be careful to have thy conſtant Conver- 


ſation in Heaven : To give all Diligence tobe pre- 


pared and diſpoſed by an heavenly State for an hea- 
venly Place : To let the Kingdom of God enter into 
thy Soul, that thou maielt be meer to enter into the 
Kingdom of God : To become the Temple of God 
here, an Habitation of God through the Spirit, that 
thou maieſt be worthy to be received hereafter into 
an heavenly Habitation : To cleanſe thy ſelf, be- 
cauſe no unelean Thing can ever enter into thar holy 
City : Tolabour to get ſuch a vertuous Diſpoſition 
and generous Spirit, ſuch holy Habits, heavenly 
Cuſtoms and divine Manners, as may fit and qualzfy 
thee to be admitted Cirzzen of the new Feruſalen - 
And to beg of thy Father which is in Heaven, that 
as he hath prepared an Heaven for holy Souls, ſo he 
would more and more prepare thy too too 1p? epared 
Soul for Heaven, 


5- Spend thy Thoughts in the Conſideration of 
thy future Enjoyment of the moſt bleſſed Company, in 
the moſt blelled Place. Conſider ſeriouſly, that as 
thou ſhalt have Communion withthe bleſſed 7rimty 
"the heavenly Glory, fully enjoy God, and have 
Fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt thy Head ; So thou 
ſhalt aſſociate and be converſant with Anzels, and 
hive ſweet Familiarity with thoſe bleſſed Spirits , 
and ſhalt there enjoy the Communion of Saints ; 
ſhalt there meet with the holy Parriarchs, be recei- 
ved into the goodly Fellowſhip of the Prophers, be 
taken into the glorious Company of the Apoſtles,and 
be joyned tothe noble Army of Martyrs; and with 
all the Faithful of af Azes recount the Mercies, and 
chaunt 
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chaunt the Praiſes of thy bountifal Creator, and 
gracious Redeemer. 

Think with thy ſelf, how that good Company is a 
great part of the Pleaſure and Comfort of a good 
Mars Life, and a kind of Heaven here upon 
Earth : But that hereafter thou ſhalt have the bei# 
Company that Earth and Heaven can afford , That 
there thou ſhalt converſe with and delight in the 
molt eminent Children, and faithful Servants of 
God, and famous Worthies of the Church of Chrilt : 
[-n] That there thou ſhalt ſee, and know thoſe,whom 
thou never ſaweſt before ; ſit down * with Abraham, 
and [Gac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven : 
and ſhalt renew a bleſſed Acquaintance with thy old 
dear Chriſtian Godly Friends and vertuous Rela- 
tions : Not know them by former Stature, Feature, 
Favour, (for there will be a vaſt Difference between 
a mortal and glorified Body) but know them by Re- 
velation,or by the [] publick Teſtimony that Chriſt 
ſhall give concerning them, or by Paſſages occur- 
ring in ſome Opportunities of Diſcourſe with 
them: Nor know them in a worldly or fleſhly 
Manner, but know and enjoy them in a moit 
pure and ſþir«ual, divine and heavenly Manner. 

And think what a comfort it will be, toenjoy 
Society with thoſe in Heaven, with whom thou didlt 
uſe to go frequently to the Houſe of God in Com- 
pany ! What an Happineſs it will be to meer in Hea- 
ven with thoſe, with whom thou walt wont to 4/- 
courſe of Heaven ! to rejoice and join in Praiſes with 
thoſe in Heaven, whom thou haſt often wepr, and 
rc- 


[m] Efferor ſtudio pat es veſtros, quos colur (T dilexi, vader. 
4. Neque 07 v-: 6 ſolum convenire aveo, quo! ipſc copmoys : /t i 
ellos et1am, de quibus audi, G legs, (5 ofe conſcripſs. Cic. wt 
Cat, Maj fcu de ſen. * Mat. 8. 11. 

[-] Vide theſ, Salmur, de vir. xtern. thel, 35, 36. 
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20d mourned, and prayed with here on Earth ! What a 
rejoicing *it will be, ro ſee and enjoy thoſe dear 
Saints in the heavenly Glory, whom thou walt a 
Means of bringing thither, or who were the Means 
of bringing thee thither ! What a pleaſing refreſh- 
” ing Converſe it will be iv the heavenly Ferzſalem, 
to tell one another there the moſt remarkable Stories 


= of the Divine Love, andto receive a faithtul parti- 
of cular Relation of the rare Pallages ol the Divine 
{+ « Providence, of which the good and vertuous have 
put had Experience in all Ages of the World ! How 
wr kindly and ſweetly thou ſhalt converſe with others, 
_ when all Corruptions on all ſides ſhall be rezwoved, 


old your Judgments and AfﬀeCtions wired, ard your 
Diſpoſitions exactly ſuited / How contented and fſa- 


* tished you ſhall there be, where you ſhall live ab- 
5. ſolntely free from all manner of Injury,Envy,Strange- 
0 neſs, Suſpicion, Uncharitablenelſs : Where all the 
iſt Inhabitants ſhall alwates live (as [9] one deſcribes 
jog that State) in a rapturoms Love of Godzand a moſt paſ- 


Hh ſfronate Love of one another : Where every one wall 
be loving, andevery one will be lovely : Where eve- 


bl 

4 ry one will love others as much as they deſerve, or 
deſire ;, and look for no other Ketribrrzon but a Re- 

: ciprocation of Love : and where all ſhall rcjoice, not 


fl only in their onz Salvation, but in the Glory and 
Blelledneſs of others, A5 if it were all their on ! 


ao Conſider that hereafter thou ſhalt be ſo pleaſed 
[- with the Place thou ſhalt be in, ard ſatisfied wv ith 
4 the Company thou ſhalt be with, that thou ſhalt fay - 
” in the State of Glorification, * as Peter dd in the 
: Transfigrration, Lord, it u good for me to be bee: 
" T hat as thy eſſential Happineſs thall conſiſt in the 
= Frut- 


#84 _ 


[| See D, Parrick's Par, of the Pilgr. p. 92, 93, 94+ 
* Mat. 17 4 
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Fruition of God, the Chiefeſt Good ;, ſo, that thy 
concomitant, circumſtantial, accidental Joies will con- 
fiſt in the beauteous Place, and the holy Company 
thou ſhalt enjoy : But yet [p] that either the Place, 
or Society of S aints and Angels, can add or confer any 
Thing to thy Happinef, proceeds from God's ſpecial Pre- 
fence in both. 


This Mediation will invite and provoke thee, to 
make it thy diligent conſtant Care here upon Earth 
to fir and prepare thy ſelf for the future Enjoyment 
of the moſt holy and bleſſed Company in the hea- 
venly Glory : To get a Spirit ſuitable both to the 
Company and Employment of Heaven : To mortify 
thy unruly Zuſts, and to moderate thoſe violent 
boiſterous Paſſions, which would cauſe a kind of 
Hell in Heaven, and make thee not only reſtleſs and 
uneaſy in thy ſelf, but apt and prone to trouble others 
and rodiſturb the Peace of that blefſed Place : To 
labour to become truly holy, and ſo to be meer 
for the heavenly Soctety : Remembring and conſj- 
dering , that ſcandalous, unholy , diforderly Per- 
ſons,are by the Divine Ordination to * be excluded 
from the Communion of Saims eyen here below, to be 
ſhut ont from the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, to 
be denied the Benefit and Comfort of brotherly So- 
ciety, and Chiſtian familiar Converſe : And that if 
by Scandal, and Praftice of open Wickednels, thou 
ſhouldſt render thy ſelf wrfir for preſent Fellowſhip and 
Communion with the Saints, thou wouldit ſurely 
prove much more unmeet for their perfettly pure and 
unſpotred Society in Heayen hercafter. 

And 


—_— — 


(p] Dr. Jackſon, 3 vol. P. Fos. 
* Vat. 18.17. 1Cor, 5.4, 11, Rom 16. 17. 
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And this will cauſe thee to keep Company, and to 
hold Communion with the Saints here, that tho 
maielt be fir ro enjoy bleſſed Communion with them 
bereafter : 'To ſhun and avoid the Company of the 
Wicked , as a Kind of Hell here upon Earth; to 
count their «avoidable Neighbourhood a daily Trou- 
ble and an heavy Burden to thee : And if any eruly 
Godlylive in the Place where thou dwelleſt, to find 
them out, and to prize and improve them to the ut- 
moſt : To ſort and ſuit thy ſelf with thoſe now, 
whom thou wouldſt deſire to be rank:d with and 
gathered to another Day: To ſeck to live with thoſe - 
bere, whom thou wouldit earneſtly wiſh to live with 
a hereafter : To make account, that now ro live a- 
mong the Good, to converſe with regenerate ſanCti- 
hed Perſons, and real ſpiricual experimental Zhri- 
ſtians ; and to enjoy God in his People, and Chriſt 
in his Members ; that this is a great Happineſs, and 
a little [mage of Heaven : To uſe ſuch reaſoning as 
this with thy ſelf; Should [ hate or decline rhe Com- 
munion of Saints here, what ſhould 1 do in Heaven at 
laſt, where next to the Fruicion and Enjoyment of 
God in Glory, the beſt Entertainment will bs the 
Company and Society of bleſſed and glorificd Saints 
toall Eternity ? This would keep thee from ſorting 
won Thorns, when thou art in Company with gracious 
Perſons, with ſerious ſavory Chriltians, and wilh- 
ing thou wert well rid of thy Trouble ; and would 
cauſe thy Heart to ſpring and leap within thee, to Jee 
the Face, and hear the Diſcourſe, and enjoy the 
Converſe and profitable Company of the truly 
Godly : It would direct thee to chuſe and »ſe ſuch 
Company all thy Life long, that when thou aveſt, (2s 
Dr. Preſton ſaid of himſelt upon his Death-bed) 
thou maieſt only change thy Place, and not thy Cont 
pany. This would help thee to labour that God 

E e may 
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may now dwell in thee, that hereafter thou maieſt 
dwell with him : That Chriſ® may now' dwell in thy 
Heart by Faith , that thou at laſt maieſt dwell with 
Chriſt in Glory : To have at preſent Fellowſhip with 
the Father, and with his Son Feſws Chriſt, and with 
thoſe who have the Image of God and Chrilt 
ſtampt =_ them, the Beauty of Holineſs and the 
Glory of Heaven ſhining jnthem ; to have thy Soul 
ſympathize, and thy Heart harmonize with them, 
and thy Aﬀedctions cloſely embrace them, and free- 
ly run out to them; to love and rejoice to meet 
and confer with them here, that thou maieſt be 
fit to meet their Perſons, and to enjoy their boly Com- 
pany and happy Socicty in the heavenly Glory 
hereafter. 


6. And laſtly ; Love and delight to enlarge thy 
Thoughts in the trequent Meditation of the Unin- 
terruption, Perpetuity and Eternity of this bleſſed 
State: Toſitdown and conſider, that thou halt 
the Promiſe of eternal Life, eternal Salvation, eternal 
Glory, a continuing City, an everlaſting Habitation, 4 
Houſe eternal in the Heavens, an Inherit ance incorrup- 
tible, an everlaſting Kingdom, a Crown of Glory tha 
Jadeth not away : That, if thou art a righteous Ber- 
fon, thou ſhalt be ever with the Lord, and as a Son 
abide in thy heavenly Father's Horſe for ever, and 
reignin the Kingdom of thy Father for ever and ever , 
thar thou ſhalt be a Pillar in the Temple of thy God, 
and go no wore out : That if once thou cntreſt in, 
thou cariſt never paſ# out of that State of Bliſs : that 
the Erernisy of thy Felicity, will be the Compleat- 
ment of thy Happineſs : That there will be no few 
of ever loſing or relinquiſhing thy pleaſant Polleſſi- 
on: That to admit any ſuch Thought, would be 
a lſſening and diminiſhing, a ſouring and imbitter- 
ing 
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mg the Joys and Delights of that bleiIcd Stare, and 
a kind of Hell even in Heaven it ſelf : That tiere- 
fore in Heaven thou ſhajt ſurely live an #4:mortal 
Life of exa/ef Loye, and continual Joy, 2nd perpetaal 
Praiſe. 


This Meditation wiil ſweetly conſtrain thee, to 
labour earneltly tro become meer to enjoy a Perpetui- 
ty and Eternity of perfe:t and conſummate heaven- 
ly Felicity, 

*T will make thee mindful to lay the Foundation 
of Lifceternal in thy felt here in this World ; to 
paſs from Deathto Life eyen in this Lite ;, to ger the 
Seed of eternal Life here; Grace, the Secd of Glee 
'y: to get eternal Life /niri2/, that thou matelt be 
he for eternal Life perfectional : To chrain the 
good Beginnings of Liteeverlaſting, as an earneſt in 
this Life of that which 15 to follov, and a good 
Preparation for Life everlaiting to be conferred in 
the World to come : 'T'o begin by Grace to live 
here, that thou maicſt be hit to live eternally a 
Glory hereatter. 


And this Meditation will engage thee to give God 
bzre thy wholeremaining Time, that thou maicit be 
fit ro enjoy bis bleſſed Eternity : To be caretul that 
there be no voluntary Interczſion or Interruption of 
thy Obedience; To endeavour to lerve God in 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him, * all the 
Dazes of thy Life ;, without any wilful departing, 


* backſliding, withdrawing, declining, or moral d&ſ- 


continuance of thy holy and religious walxing with 
him, by grof Neglett of what thou oughteſt ro do, 
I Or 


— —— — —  ©— —  —— — —- 
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or by doing the contrary tothy Duty. This will in- 
cline thee to deal with God, as thou wouldit that 
he ſhould de.z! wirhthee ;, and movye thee to ſay rhus 
to thy ſelf, Would | have God give me Admiſſion 
into Heaven, and afford me only a Taſte of Happi- 
neſs, and then preſently put az end to thoſe tranſ- 
porting raviſhing Joys, and ere long annihilate nie, 
or at leaſt turn me quite out of Paradiſe, and for 
ever deprive me of that joyful, bliſsful Stave and 
Place, and thruſt me into tar a meaner and lower 
Condition ; Would I be well contented with this? 
If not ; why then let me or only enter into God's 
Service, but continu? therein to my Life's End, If 
I expett a perfett perpetua! Happineſs from God, is it 
fit and reaſoxable, that I ſhould give God a broken, 
imperfett, flitting, inconſtant Obedience ? Would] 
have Gog”s Goodpeſs Lait for ever ? then let not ny 
Goodneſs be as a * Mornmg-cloxd, ard go away as the 
early Dew: Let not me be off and on with God: 
Let not me ſerve him by Firs and Starts, but let 
my Heart ſtand alwates bent tor God, and let me 
perform a conſtant Courſe of Obedience to him: Let 
me not only exter into the Race, and run for 2 
Spurt ;, and then fit down, or ſtart alide, and fly 
* out of the Way ; but let me here hold out to the 
End, or I ſhall be «»fit for an endlef Felicity in ano- 
ther and better World. 


The Conſideration of all that his been ſpoken, 
both in general and particular, of the glorious Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven, will be of further Uſe and Ad 
vantage to thee,as to the Redemprion of thy T ime, 
i ſeveral reſpects : for, 

| (1) 
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(1.) ?Twill hearten and encourage thee to d- 
and /affer any thing for Gd. 

(2.) ?Twill helpand enable thee to anſwer ard 
oppole the fair and furious Temptations of Satan. 

(3-) To live in an holy Conternpe of ihis preſent 
World ; and in the ſerious, real, v{:ble Exerciſe 
of conſt ant heavenly-mindedneſs. 

(4) And laitly; To live in delightful fore. 
thoughts and fore-taſtes of the Glory to come. 


(1.) The foregoing Meditations of a perfect, 
heavenly , glorious Reward , will quicken ard 
ſtrengthen, hearten and c:courage thee 19 do and 
ſuffer any thing for God. ; | 

[1.] The ſerious frequent Conſideration of a 
peri ect State of heavenly Glory, nil animate ard 
encourage thee to lay ort thy ſelf ro the utmoſt for Ged, 
and to aCt vigorouſly in the pertorm 4 C2 t thy Da- 
ty, In this State of Probatioz, in which thou art p'a- 
ced in this lower World. 

All the forementioned Particv'ars of this Re- 
ward, will be ſp many Cords to bind thee to thy 
Duty ; ard as ſo many Aargnacal Hocks, to drow 
thee to Obedience. Thou wilt up and be dcrg, 
upon this Conlideration, that there ts c20ugh to by 
otten by well doing ; Thou wi.t * be.nir'ly ſerve 
the Lord Chriſt, that Chrilt that died for thee, of 
whom thou knoweſt thou ſhalt recerve the Reward ©) the 
Inheritance ;, who hath proniled a Reward to ihe 
Gift afa + Cup of cold Water only, and theretore will 


courſe of ſincere Obedience, T hou wilt b2iorw. rd 
AF. tO 


BS — — 
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todoany thing * for the Hope that is laid up for thee 
mn Heaven ;, conlidering, that all thy good Datiecs 
and faithtul Performances ſhall be t found wto 
Praiſe, and Howour, and Glory, at the appearing of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 

The deep Thoughts of the heavenly Glory, will 
render the D1ties of Religion caſy to thee. -The 
Meditation of an everlalting heavenly Reſt, will fa- 
cilitate the Yoke, and lighten the Burden of Chriſt 
to thee, The Greatneſs of thy Reward will eſſen and 
take off the Diiticulty of thy Labour. Thou wilt 
ſurely think no Task, no Duty, no Diligence, no 
Care, no Coſt, no Pains too mich to get to Heaven, 
which at lait wi! fully n:2% amends for all. Thou 
wilt ſtrive to d> thy beſi in all thou doeſt, becauſe, 
as Apelles fa d of his great Care in drawing a very 
curious Piclure, Pizzo e/Eterritats,, I limh for 
Eternity; 1o , whatever thou doeſt, thon doeſt 
for Glory, Honour, Immortality, a blelled Eter- 
rlty. 

If by the Ercrnuy of thy Felicity, were meant 
only an eAvim of very lexg Duration 7, yet it would 
ſeem a werzghty Motive to any conflidering rational 

*Man, to engage him to Gedlineſs and Chriſtiani- 
ty, and to oblige him to Induſtry ard Afttvity : 
But when the Goſpel-revelation does give thee Al- 
ſaranceof the Perpotuity, and ed/efs Duration of 
this Felicity; the due Conl:dcration of ſo great 
and infinite a Reward, will have a more forcible p0- 
werful Influexce upon thee. It greatly raiſed, end 
much afe:ted David*s Heart, t5 be able to ſay to 
Gcd, | 491-17; haſt (pogen of thy Servants Houſe for 4 
erect whileto cone; How then is 1t likely to ſpirit 


and 
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and encourage thee, to conſider that God has 
ſpoken of an heavenly Happineſs to be beitow- 
e4 upon thee, that ſhall /aff as long as Etermty it 
ſelf, that ſhall laſt us long as God himelf ? 

[.2-] The ſerious Thoughts of a perfect heaven- 
ly State of eternal Bliſs, will quicken and encou- 
rage thee not only to do, bit to [q] ſuffer any 
thing for God and Chriſt and the Goſpel : to chuſe 
* with Moſes rather to ſuffer Aftiction with the Peo- 
ple of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for 4 Sea- 
fon”; eſteeming the Reproach of Chriſt (or, for Chrilt) 
far greater Riches than any Worldly Treaſures our 
of a reſpett unto the Recompenſe of the Reward : And, 
with Chriſt, for t the Foy that us ſet before thee, to 
endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame || To rejoice 
to be a Partaker of Chriſt's Sufferings, that when his 
Glory ſhall be revealed, thou maielt be glad alſo with 
rxeceeding Toy : To be ready to(®) rake Joyfully the 
ſpoiling of thy Goods, knowing in thy ſelf that rhou haſt 
m Heaven a better and an enduring Subſtance. But 
of this I ſhall ſpeak more under the next Head. 
Thar is the firſt ; The ſerious Conſideration and 


carneit Expectation of a valt and ample Re- 


ward in Heaven, will encourage and enable thee 
nor only to do but ro ſuffcr for Chrilt Jeſus. 

(2.) The Conlideration of a future perfect hea- 
yenly Happi@®ſs, will help and enable thee to reſiſ# 
and repel both the fair and furious T eniptations of Satan, 
By Meditation put on for an Helmet the Hope of Sale 
vation, and that will detend thee againlt the Afſ- 

EE 4 {aulr , 


i] N:hil cru ſent f in nerVvoy quando 4:imus eff in cal , 
Terri, 
* Heb. 11. 28,26. -f RX 12,2, || 1PC-. 4 13+ 
(*) Hcv. 16. 34> 392 36, 
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faults, and will ward off the Blows of the Devil. 
It will, 

[1.] Enable thee t9 anſwer and oppoſe the ſubtil 
and powerful Temptations of Satan, whenbe fairly pre- 
muſes any pleaſing Good to thee. The conlideration 
ot what Godeffers thee, will make thee reject and 
diſdain wh:tever Satan for the preſent proffers thee ; 
becauſe he can make no proffer valuable and conli- 
derable , cqual and anſwerable”to what God” ha 
made in the Goſpel to thee., This Sum will pre- 
{ently put out the Light of all his rwinkling Stars. 
As Sapl 1:id to his Servants, to keep them from 
falling away to David, * Will the Son of [elle geve 
every one of you Fields, and Vineyards, and make you 
all Captains of thouſands, and Captains of hunareds ? 
So thou wilt ſay to thy conſidering ſelf, are the De- 
vl and the World able to attord me thoſe Honours 
and Dignities, Riches and Treaſures , Delights 
and Pleaſures, and to entertain me with ſuch a 
Paradiſc as Gcd hath prepared for. me, and promi- 
ſed to me ? Are the Devil, ard the World, and 
all the Pleaſures ot Sin, which are ſlight, and ſhort, 
and laſt but tor a Seaſon, ever able to make me a- 
mengs, it | make a refuſal of God's Kindneſs? Are 
they ever able to countervail, and make up the Lols 
of God, ard Chrilt, and the heavenly Kingdom 
to me ? Whar's all the outward Spleugor and Gt- 
ry of this World, to theincomparable unconceivable 
Glory of Heaven ? What are theſe Mears and Drinks 
b&e below, to the celeſtial Food, and the full Satis- 
faction of ail my ſpiritual Detires ? What ſignify 
all the filthy impure Pleaſures here, to the Enjoy- 
ment of the Society of 1mmacalate Ancels, and the 


glo- 


—— 
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glorious Preſence of the immaculate Lamb hereaf- 
ter ? How are all thePlcaſures of Sin, put in the 
Ballance againſt the Joys of Heaven, but as a Fea- 
ther againlt a fountain ? How poor and beggarly 
are all the Riches on Earth, to the valt and ſure 
Treaſures laid up for me in Heaven ? How mcan a 
Cottage, what a very Dunghil is the moſt ſumptu- 
ous Building, and ſtately Habitation here, to the 
beautiful , ſpatious ,. glorious , heavenly Palace ? 
What vile Weeds, and ſorry Rags, are the coltlielt 
Garments and richeſt Apparel here, to the white 
Ornaments, and glorious Robes of Saints trium- 

hant in Heaven? How contemprible and deſpica- 
le is all Honour with Men, in compariſon or Ho- 
wour with God and Angels ? any ſecular Preferment, 
and worldly Power , in reſpe:t of the heavenly 
Crown and Kingdom ? What Invitation or Induce- 
ment 1s this carnal Company to me, that 1 ſhould to 
covet and fondly embrace their Society, to the 
Loſs and Forfeiture of all blefſed Fellowſhip with 
God and Chriſt, with Saints and Angels to all 
Eternity ? Shall I ever become ſuch a meer Bed- 
lam and humane Beaſt, as to ſlight and underva- 
lue aperfect State of heavenly Glory ar.d to placc 
my Happinef in Senſualityand Fleſh-plealing © Fu - 
ther, 

[2.] The Meatation of the high and heavenly 
Felicity and Glory, will ſerve to commrcoypife thy 
beavieſt Temptation, when Satan or his Initruments 
ſhall rerribly tempt thee, and ſharply allault thee, 
by threatning any great and fraevonts Ewil to tice, 
It Satan threaten thee with Perſecution, with the 
Lofs of thy Eſtate, or of temporal Life it (elf;, this 
will inſtruct thee to rel{ him what Chris hinntelt 
hath 
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hath toll thee, that * Bleſſed are they which are per- 
ſeented for Righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs us the King dom 
of Heaven : '| hat bleſſed art thow when Men ſhall re- 
wile thee, and perſecute thee, and ſhall ſay all manner 
of evil againſt thee falſely for Chriſt*s ſake ;, that then 
thou mult rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great us 
' thy Reward in Heaven : That F every one that hath 
forſaken Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, 9r Father, 
or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands for ChriſPs 
Name's ſake, ſhall recerve an hnndred-fold, and ſhall 
inherit everlaſting Life : That || whoſoever will ſave 
bis Life, ſhall loſe it * and whoſoever mill loſe his Life 
for Chrift”s ſake, ſhallfind it. 1t will enable thee to 
rellthe Devil, what the great Apoſtle of Chrilt has 
rold thee;, That (* ) if thou ſuffereſt, thou ſhalt alſo 
reign with Chriſt, and be glorified with him : but if 
thou demieſt him, he alſo will deny thee : That thou 
(t ) reckoneſt, that the Sufferings of this preſent Tum 
are not worthy to be compared with the Glory which ſhall 
be revealed in thee : That thy (\|) light Affiiftion, 
which is but for a Moment, not only worketh, bur 
[*] worketh out for thee a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory. This will cauſe thee to be 
[_t_] #2 nothing terrified by thy Adver ſaries (the Agents 
of Satan, and Initruments of the Devil : ) which i 
ro them an evident Token of Perdition, but to thee of 
Salvation, and that of God. The Conſideration of 
a ſure, full, cverlaſting, heavenly Reward, will 
keepthee from ſticking at any Syffering. Satan can 
never terriſy and diſhearten thee with the Fear of 
Death , or temporal Torments ; but thon wilt be 
able patiently to endure, and cheerfully to go 

through 


— 
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throughany Suffering, if thou doeſt but weigh the 
Recompenſe of Reward, and well conſider, that eter- 
nal Salvation will richly compenſate the fuffering 
Chriſtian. That is the ſecond Advantage of the 
fore-mentioned Meditations; The Contideration 
of a perfect State of heavenly Glory, will help and 
enable thee to reſiſt and repel the taking, or terrible, 
the flattering, or affrighting Temptations of Satay. 

(3.) The due Conſideration of a pertect State of 
heavenly Glory, will enabl= thee to {ve m an holy 
Contempt of this preſent World, and in the ſerious, re- 
al, viſible Exerciſe of conft ant heavenly-mindeanef, 

[1.] The often renewed Thoughts of a future per- 
fect heavenly Happineſs, will effectually provoke 
thee to live in a manifeft, rational, holy Contempe of 
all external and earthly Things ; and in quier Cor:- 
tentment with what Share and Allowance God al- 
lots and affords thee of outward Comforts and Ac- 
commodations here in this World. 

Twill cauſe thee to ſlight and undervaluce the 
Things of the World, which God in the Golpel has 
ſo diſgraced and diſparaged%, To deſpile and con- 
temn them in thy Judgment, AfﬀeCtions, Speeches, 
Adtions, in compariſon of the nobler, richer Thing, 
to be enjoyed in the other World. The railcd 
Thoughts of a celeſtial Happineſ, wiil teach 
thee to take all ſublunary Glory tor a Shadow, 
or a Dream; and move thee to complain ot the 
World's Dotage in the patherical Words ot that d;- 
vine Poct, 


Cr] Pat Oh the Folly of diſtratted Men, 


Who Griefs in earneſt, Foxes in jeslt per ſte . 


r | tic:b. Poems, Dotage, 
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Preferring, like brute Beaſts, a loathſome Den 

Before a Conrt, evn that above ſo clear, 

Where are no Sorrows, but Delights more true 
Than Miſeries are here / 


Theſe Thoughts will preſerve thee from being fo 
fooliſh as to mind Baxbles, and to follow after But- 
ter-flies : from being exceſſively fond and greedy 
of a tickling, rranſcent Pleaſure; from catching 
earneitly at a Yapour, a Puff of Honour ; from 
flooping low to a baſe and lilthy Clod of Earth ; 
trom ſtrivingover-eagerly forany of this World's 
Goods, which thou mult certainly ſoon part with, 
and which if thou couldſt hold never fo falt, and 
keep never ſo long, thou couldit find no ſolid, re- 
al, rational Happineſs in : From envying thoſe 
that have * their Portion in this Life : And wall cauſe 
thee to dread the Thoughts t of rece:ving thy good 
Things, || thy Conſolation here : To tremble tothink 
of going ſhortly out of this World, and leaving all 
thou halt behind thee, and of having nothing at 
all that is try good to seap and receive in another 
World. The Medfation of heavenly Proviſions 
ard Erjoyments, will wean and looſen thy Heart 
from, ceaden and diſatfect it to the drofſy or kexy 
'i hings of this baſe and dull Earth, which are 
wholly unworthy of the choice AﬀeCtions of thy 
heaven-born Soul. It will direct thee to uſe this 
World, as 1t thou didſt notuſe it ; ta uſe earthly 
Things, but not to mind them, nor with thy whole 
Heart to delirethem, nor to place thy Happineſi in 
them, ror to dull thy Appetite to heavenly Things 

by them. 
To 
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To conſider ſerioufly, that God has provided ſuch 

Riches and Treaſures in another World for thee, 
this 1s 2 likely Means to free thee from aff etting imor- 
dinately Worldly Greatneſs, and to moderate thy 
Delires and Endeavours after earthly Things ; to 
enable thee to live without them, tolive above them, 
to have thy Converſation here withoulCoverouſneſs, 
and to be content with ſuch Things as thou halt in 
thy Paſſage and Way to Heaven, ſince Heaven will 
make up all at laſt : Reckoning with thy ſelf, that 
the Deſcontent of thy Life would be a kind of rude 
Blaſphemy againſt Heaven ; a pronouncing and pro- 
claiming of all the promiſed Glory of Heaven, what 
Solomon does of all earthly Glory, that rhis alſo 1s 
Vamty - A telling all the World, that thou verily 
thinkeſt , either there is »o Heaven at all , or that 
Heaven 1s not enough to ſatisfy thee. TI hetixed 
Thoughts of a promiſed heavenly Reward , will 
ſerve to confirm and ſtabliſh thy Heart againſt 
worldly exceſſive Fears, and Cares, and immode- 
rate Labours for outward and earthly Things ; 
and will prompt thee to argue thus with thy {elf ; 
Why ſhould I fear the Loſs of any Thing here in 
this World, when it is my Father*s good Pleaſure to 
give me 4 Kingdom ? aud why ſhould I doubt of 
earthly Neceſſaries, when God has allotted and ap- 
portioned an heavenly Kingdom to me ? If he hath 
promiſed me an heavenly Kingdom, he won't with- 
hold ſuch cemporal Supplies as arc necellary for me 
in my preſent Pilgrimage : And what necd [ 
cark and care, labour ard ſwcat, toil and troubt:e 
my ſelf for meer Vnneceſſaries, and yain and hurt- 
tul Superfluaties ? 

[.2-] The Meditation of a perfett heavenly Hap- 
pineſs , will help thee tolrwe in the ſertom real vi- 
ſible Exerciſe of conſt ant heavenly-mindeanefs ; x0 (eek), 

and 
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and care for, to * ſavour, and ſet thy Aﬀeitions on 
Things above ;, to have thy Soul, like the Flame of 
a Candle, alwaies aſpiring upward; to live by 
Faith ; to affeft the Kingdom of Heaven (which 
the primitive Chriſtians had ſo much in their Hears 
and Tongues, that the Heathen [5] ſuſþetted they 
affe:ted Ceſar Wmpire) To delire a. better, that is, 
an heavenly Countrey, and to look for a City which 
has Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker « God; 
To have thy Converſationin Heaven ;, to lead and 
frame thy Life according to heavenly Rules and Pat» 
rerns, To orderand to judg of every thing with 
reſpect had to theſe heavenly Things ; To be fo 
taken with their Beauty and Excellency, $weet- 
neſs and Pleaſantneſs, as to thirſt after them with 
an unſariable Delire, and to refer every thing to the 
obtainment of them. | 

(4.) And laſtly. If God hath wrought ſuch due 
and requiſite Qualifications in thee, as may fit and 
prepare thee for an heavenly State ; thy Meditati- 
on then of a pertect State of heavenly Happineſs, 
will provoke thee to live in daily thankful, delight ful 
Fore-thoughts, and ſweet refreſhung comfortable Fore- 
taſtes of a perfett State of heavenly Glory, and 
blelled celeſtial Immortality. - It will invite, and 
conltrain thee to think, and ſpeak well of God and 
Religion ;. to laud and magnify the Divine Munil- 
cence, to admire and extol the Bounty of God, 
who {weetly and kindly allures thee to Piety by a 
moſt ample and ineſtimable Reward ; and ingages 
to give thee ſuch great Wages for ſo little Work, e- 
ternal Life for the Labour and Service of a few 
Years, 
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Years ; an exceeding eternal weight of Glory for 
ſuch ſmall Pains ſpent in a © ſhort Race ; who, 
though thou maielt ſometimes ſtart aſide, or ſtum- 
blein the Way, yet will nor deny thee thy Re» 
ward, norlelilen thy Crown ; bur, if thou doeſt 
thy beſt, will reward thy Sincerity largely and li- 
berally, and wiil abundantly recompenie the very 
meanelt faithful Pertormance, the g:ving but 4 Cup 
of cold Water in the Name of a Diſciple. It will ex- 
cite thee to give thanks to God, who hath begorren 
thee again to a lively Hope, and made thee very rich 
in Hope. It will enable thee to live comfortably, 
and walk cheerfully , as an Heir of the Pronuſes, an 
Heir of the Grace of Life, of eternal Lite or Glory, 
which will be beſtowed by the free Grace and Fa- 
your of God : To rejoice with Joy unſpeakable, 
and full of Glory; as one whole Vame u wraren in 
Heaven, and that haſt a Manſion prepzred by 
Chriſt in Heaven for thee : To rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad, to conlider that great u thy Reward in 
Heaven : To rejoice in the frtt Fruits of the Spi- 
rit, in theearneſt of the Spirit, which is the let 
thy Inheritance, given by God as a Pledg, or firſt 
part of Payment of that Inheritance which he hath 
deſtin'd to thee : To fit down, and expreſs and 
vent thy Thoughts in the feeling attectionate words 
of the fore-cited ſweer Singer, 


[17] If thy firſt glance ſo power ful be, 
A Mirth but opewd, and ſeald up avain ;, 
What wonders ſhall we feel, when we ſhall ſee 
Thy full-eyed Love ! 
When thou ſhalt look_#s out of pain, 
And 
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And one Aſpett of thine ſpend in Delight 


More than a thouſand Suns d:5bwrſe m Light 
In Heaven above ! 


If thou ſhalt uſe to think much of Heaven, thou 
wilt rejoice in that Sight which thou gettelt of God 
and Chrilt here, as a zeal Pledg of a clearer Viſion, 
and nearer Fruition of God and Chriſt hereafter : 
Thou wilt rejoice in that Communion which thou 
holdeſt with the Saints in the Charch here, as an 
earneit and aſſurance of thy Fellowſhip with them in 
the heavenly Glory hereafter : Thou wilt delight 
in that meaſure of ſpiritual Knowledg , and thoſe 
Beginnings of eternal Life thou attaineſt here, as 
Tokens and Pledges of a perfettion of Knowledg, a 
perteCtion of Life eternal to be received and en- 
joyed hereafter : Thy thankful, cheerful Life will 
anſwer the Reward , the Riches, the Crown, 
the- Kingdom, which God hath plainly promis'd 
thee, and given a ſure Earneſt, and certain Pledg 
of to thee. 


The lait of the four laſt Things propoſed as the 
ſubjett Matter of Meditation in order to the 
right Redemption of Time, 


Let [a] Hell and its Torments be the Subjeft of thy 
ſolemn and frequent Meditation, which will be of 
great Uſe and Advantage to thee, for preventing 
the miſ-ſpending, and promoting the right redeeming 
of thy Time, 

Hope 


——_ 


" [4] Reade Mr. Bolton of Hell, in his 4 laſt things : And Mr. 
Richard Adams's ſcrm, of Rcll, in the M. E. at $t, G. 
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Hope of Heaven, and Fear of Hell, are the great 
Engines apt to turn about our Wills, and the for- 
cible Spring of all our Actions; and nothing ſo 
ſtrongly affetts as Fear : And we have need enough 
in this preſent State to get every Afeition wrought 
upon, and to uſe all poſſible Matzves with onr ſelves 
for the furthering and promoting the Salvation of 
our Souls. And therefore ſurely ſhe was overha- 
ſty, and acted raſhly, that ran about the City with 
a Brand of Fire in one Hand, and a Bottle of Water 
in the other, and ſaid, her buſineſs was to ſer Heaven 
on fire with the one, and to quench Hell-flames with the 
other,, that there might be neither of them left, only 
pure Love to move and incite her Piety. The devout 
St. Bernard puts us upon a wiſer and better 
Courſe ; [6] Let #4 g0 into Hell by Mcditation, 
while we live, ſaics he, that we may not go into Hell 
when we die, 

Seriouſly conſider, that if thou ſhculdſt prove a 
final impenitent Sinner ,, when thy Soul ſhall quit the 
Tabernacle of thy Body, it ſhall paſs immediatly 
into a State of Miſery, and dwell in the Region of 
Devils, and of evil diſcontented Sprrits ; and that 
thou ſhalr be raiſed at the laſt Day to the * Reſur- 
reftion of Damnation, to t Shame and everlaſting 
Contempt \, be raiſed, as 2 alefaitor 13 ferchd out 
of Priſon, to appear in Judgment firlt, and then 
tobe had to the Place of Execution : be ra:ſed, 
though thou wouldſt [c] rather chuſe to b: annihila- 
ted, than to be reſtored and raiſed again to Puniſhment, 


'That 


[6] Deſcen 1.1mm an 111/ er210m viYerTtes TC deſcen 41771 $64 31 0 
Yi 'm!es. 
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That then thou ſhalt be ranked among the Goats 
on the * left Hand, and ſentenced to * depart: 
That then thou ſhalt be excluded, and baniſh'd 
from the Face and Favour, the comfortable + Pre. 
ſence , and bleſſed Enjoyment of God and Chriſt in 
Glory. That thou ſhalt ſufter the Zo of all thy 
outward and earthly Enjoyments ;, have impetuous 
Deſires after terrene and ſenſual Things {till re- 
maining, and yet want the Objefts which ſhould 
ſuit and ſatisfy , pleaſe and gratify thoſe De- 
fires: But that thy greateſt Puniſhment ſhall con- 
fiſt in the Loſs of God and Chriſt, and of all 
real ſubſtantial Good, by the Loſs of God and Chriſt, 
the chrefeſt Good, 

Conlider further ; That thou ſhalt be forc'd to 
depart from Chriſt into Hell-fire ; not a purging, 
but plaguing ;, not a purifying, but tormenting Fire : 
Thatit will be no ſmall Pain, that will ariſe from 
an acute Feeling and /ively Senſe of the wnmtrerable 
Loſſes, and unrecoverable Damages thou ſhalt then 
ſuſtain by reaſon of thy Sin ; from a quick and 
terrible Apprehenſion that thou art bereaved of 
God, foriaken of Chriſt, and utterly deprived of 
all the glorious Good that was ſo fairly offer*d to 
thee ; and from the ſad Conſideration, that they 
whom thou didſt deſpiſe and vilify, and trample 
on here on Earth, and account the very Off-ſcour- 
ing of the World, are ar la#t poſſeſsd and made 
Partakers of that bliſsful Stare which thou findeſt 
thy ſelf deprived of : As it heightned and apggrava- 
ted Dzves's Miſery, to behold Lazarm in Abraham's 
Boſom. 


But 


—— 


I 


* Mat, 25.41, f 2 Thill 1,9, 
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But well conſider, That this will not be all ; 
but that there ſhall be a real Preſence of all Evil, as 
well asa privation of all Good : That as all the 
Members of thy Body, and Powers of thy Soul, 
have been Weapons of Unrighteouſneſs, ſo thou 
ſhalt be puniſhed in al the Parts of thy Body, and 
Faculties of thy Soul ;, which then (hall be made 
more capable of Torment, and ſhall ſufter-Pain with- 
outany Diverſion or Intermiſſion, Mitigation or Re- 
laxation at all, finding * zo Reſt day nor night - 
That then thou ſhalt be fAlIPd with Horrour of 
Conſcience, troubled and vexed to think and con- 
jider, that all the Torments thou indureſt are ſent 
in Vengeance, and inflicted by Divine Juſtice by 
way of Puniſhment for thy wilful Faults, and 
voluntary Crimes, and according to the meaſure of 
them. 

And think again ; That as thou ſhalt ſuffer v4- 
riety of Puniſhment, - Puniſhment of Loſs, and Pu- 
niſhment of Senſe ; ſo thou ſhalt undergo extremity 
of Torment : That thou ſhalt be forc'd rodeparr 
into Fire, t the Fire , emphatically ; which wae- 
ther it ſhall be material , or metaphorical, ipeaks 
the ſharpneſs and ſeverity of thy Torment. Thar 
thou ſhalt be caſt into Fire prepar?d ;, ſutter a contre- 
ved Puniſhment, that falls under the ſoul:mnry of a 
Preparation : Prepared by God, the wiſe and juft 
Lord and Judg : For the Devil and his Angels : A 
great and inevitable Puniihmgnt ; ſach as the Devils 
muſt ſuffer, and ſich as go# muſt ſutter with the 
Devils : Thar it thou {crvcſt the Devil here, thou 
muſt dwell with him in Hell-{:rc. 
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And if it be ſo great an Afﬀiidtion to the People 
of Gad, who have a true Senſe and a right Judg- 
ment of Things, to be neceſſitated to live among 
* the Wicked here in this World ; Think then what 
a grievous Miſery it will be to thee, when thy Eyes 
are open'd in Hell, to ſee thy ſelf under a meceſſuy 
of dwelling continually with the Devils, and curled 
Fiends ot Hell. 

Think how it would [4] ſcare thee almoſt out of 
thy wits, to have the Devil frequently appear to thee 
here ; and what Horror then ſhall hillthy Soul, when 
thou ſhalt be baniſh*d from the Face of God, and 
Preſence of Chriſt, and from Angels Society, and 
be joined in Fellowſhip with the Devil and hu 
Angels ;, be ſhut up in the darkeſt Den with that 
roaring Lion, and be chained with the Devil in fiery 
Fetters- 

Nor will it at all re/zeve thee, to have Companim: 
inall thy Pai» ard Diſtreſs in Hell ; But the mor 
there be that ſhall ſuffer with thee there, the leſs eaſe 
and comfort ſhalt thou enjoy : for (as [e] one of 
profound Judgment well obſerves) there w:l!be m 
Concord or Conſort there, nothing but perpetual Diſ- 
cord, mhich 1s alwaies ſo much the greater, by how much 
the Parties dif or ding are more in number : It being 4 
T hing too nell known, that to live in continual Diſcord, 
thongh but with ſome few, ts a kind of Hell here upon 
Earth. 

'Think yet further ; That thy Puniſhment in 
Hell will be perperral, thy Tormcnts be endlef, s 
well as eaſclef; thy t Fire everlaſting, and unquenth 

able * 


* Pl. 120. 5. 
[4] Shephearl's $ C. p gr. 

[ <) Dr. Jackſon, x vol. p. 495. 
1 Mar, 25. qt, 46, & 3, 12, 
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able : That thou ſhalt be * rormented in the Lake of 


Fire and Brimſtone, day and night, for ever and ever : 
That if it were poſlible for one Eternity to be 
ſpent, for one ever to expire and come to an End, 
there ſhould be another ever for thee to be torment- 
ed in : That in Hell t thy Worm ſhall never die : 
That thou ſhalt be puniſhed with || everlaſting De- 
ſftruttion from the Preſence of the Lord : That thou 
ſhalt be deſtroyed in a moral,not in a natural Senſe : 
That thy Eſſence and Being ſhall be everlaſtingly 
preſery?d;, but thou ſhalt be everlaltingly de- 
priv?d of God , and Glory, and of all that makes 
to thy well-being; and everlaſtingly afflicted and 
pniſhed with all that tends to thy :/{-being ; That as 
Nero refus'd to put [ f ] Apollonizs to Death, who 
was very deſirows to die, becauſe he would not fo 
far gratify him ; And as Tiberius Ceſar, when a 
certain Offender pctition'd him to haſten his Pu- 
niſhment, retur*d this Anſwer, [8g] Nendum te- 
cum red in gratiam ;, Stay, Sir, you and I are not 
Friends yet : So, if thou proveſt a damnedPerſon, 
that God won't be mov'd by all thy entreaty to 
grant a quick and ſpeedy Diſpatch to thee, nor after 
[hb] thouſands and millions of Years ſpent in T or- 


ments, yield to let theedie at lalt : And that the 
F353 Eter- 


— — 


| 3 Thclt Is, 9. 


* Rev. 25. 10. + MarKg.- 44, 45. 45. 

{ f7] Philoltr, in vi a Avuil, 1 yanxi. 

[ >] Suetonius1. 3, C. 6. 

[h] See Mr. Bolton's 4 lalt Things p. 199, 193, 109, 110. 

It chou hadit an Head as big as Arch:meles, and conldit tcll 
how many Atomes of Duſt we c 1a the G!/obo of the Earth 4 yet 
think that ſich a val} number is bur a+ o1e little Arome in come 
pare with thoſe endlef> Sorrows and riofe nile Joys. --- Lee 
this be thy Imore(s, or Motro, let this te «riruponth- min 1 
that a learned man w. ites upon ail la- B » Fefterm t item Co 
gita, Think ot Erz:rnity. CF 1.499, 3d M1; 4114 i4 D. Pairich s 
Div, Aruthm Þ+ 405 41. 
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Frernity of thy Torments, will be the' Hell of Hell , 
and the very Sting of the ſecond Death ; That 
the Eternity both of Loſs and Senſe will even break 
the very Heart of thee. 

If good Men bere do grieve and mourn, when God 
withdraws and abſents himſelf but for a /oment 
from them ;; Think then how lamentably and in- 
rolerably it will perplex and puniſh thee, to be made 
ſenſivle hereafter, that God will hide his Face from 
thee for ever. That if here thou art wnable :o bear 
a tedious Fit of the Tooth-ach, Head-ach, Cho- 
lick, Gout, or Stone ; what then thou wilt do to en. 
dure thoſe akings of Heart, and wounds of Spirit, 
and convulſions of Conſcience, and complicated 
torments of Soul and Body, which will be the Por- 
tion of damned Perſons to eternal Ages. And if it 
be ſo ſada Miſery for any to be burnt to Death here; 
Think then how incomparably greater a Miſery it 
will be, to be alwazes burning and frying in Hell, 
and yet never to be burnt to Death there. Nay, if 
here to {ze lonz on a Bed of Down, or on a Bed of 
Roſes, and not once to riſe in ſeveral Tears together, 
would prove a grievous ſore Trouble and hea- 
vy Afiction ; what an overwhelming Thought 

is this then of lying in Flames to all Eternuy ? 
Conſider hcre, that /o great is the Folly of Man's 
Mind, and the Hardneſs of his Heart, and the Po- 
wer of preſent ſenſual Allurements, that [;] n- 
thing les than the Threatning of an endleſs Miſery 
was an apt and fit Inſtrument of God's ruling and 
governing the World : That Men would not have 
been ſufficiently awed, and elieCtually reſtrain*d and 
deterr'd from. Sin, and kept in order and obedi- 
ence, 


[-] Se: Baxter's Real. of the Ch;ift, Rel. p. 171» 


a. good Duty mn evil Dates. 


439 


ence, if God had not intimated and foretold that 
the obſtinate Sinner ſhall certainly ſufter perpetual 


Puniſhment in another World. That it is t90 evi- 
dnt , that the Denunciation even of eternal Pain, 
and infinite Torment, does ['k]] n0t move and ſway 
the greateit part of Men ;, and therefore that the 
Threatning of meer Anmiilation or. of ſome lighter 
and ſhorter Puniſhment would turely Jhave leſs pre- 
vaiPd and wrought upon the World. And now, 
when cverlaſting Puniſhment is plainly threatned, 
that the juſt and holy Law-giver doth not intend 
to fright thee with a Lie, or with an uncertainty * 
That his Threatning 1s not like the predittzon of an 
Almanack_, It may be ſo, it may be not ; But that 
he meaneth really to execute and in{lict the Penalty 
of eternal Puniſhment upon thee, in caſe of thy fi» 
nal Impenitency and Diſobedience. 

Conlider moreover ; That thy Puniſhment will 
be [1] juftly and deſervedly everlaſting, if now 
thou lnneſf with a [7] Mird, and Will, and 
Diſpoſition to ſim to Eternity, ard wouldit tin on 
for ever here, and perſevere in eternyl Cont - 
macy, without end or term, if Gcd {hoauid not 
break off the courſe of thy Sins, by putting a Pe- 
riod to thy Dates. 

That thy cternal Torment will be 7ca/onable and 
equitable, ifnow when Life and Death, an Eterni- 
ty of Happineſs and an Eternity of Milery are /er 
before thee in this Time of thy Trial and Probation, 

Ff 4 thou 


ſb] HH. ib. p. 164, 179. 
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thou art groſly wanting to thy ſelf, [2] ſlighteſt 
and deſpiſeſt eternal Happineſs, and ſo putteſt it a- 
way from thee for cver, and drawelt wilfully eter- 
nal Miſery upon thy ſelf. If here thou cloſes with 
what is preſent, and letteſt go what is future ;, (as 
that vile and wretched Cardinal did, who preter'd 
his preſent part in Paris before his future part in 
Paradiſe ;, ) hadſt rather have any thing in poſeſſi- 
on, than never ſo much in reverſion 5, and fo greedi- 
ly catcheſt ar the preſent Pleaſures of Sin for a 
ſeaſon, and refuſeit the Favour of God, and the 
Joys and Bleliedneſs of the World to come ;, thou 
haſt nothing tro complain of for thy Loſs of Heaven, 
but thy own [0] free Chotce. 

And as for Pain of Senſe, though thou doeſt not 
expreſsly chuſe it in its ſelf, yet it thou chuſeſt it 
smpliculy in the cauſes of it ; If now thou chuſeſt 
that Sin to which ſuch T orment 1s by the Law of God 
[p] amexa, and deliberately and reſolvedly to the 
very laſt eagerly purſuelt thoſe ſinful Pleaſures and 
Profits, which God hath plainly told thee will be 
ſurely followed with no leſs than everlaſting Tor- 
ments ; Ard takeſt [q] as much or more pains in 

the 
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'n] Vide Epiſcop. Reſp. ad 64, quaſt. qu, 62. p. 68. 

{ 0] See Dr. Jace ſun vol. 3- Þ- 496. 

[p] See Brvict's Real. of the Chriſt. Rel. p 155, 169, 190. 

[g | Paradite was created for man ; the everlaiting Fire was 
preparcd for the Des il, and his Angels 3 Burt ungodly men wi h 
their Words and Works called it to them, Wl 1. 16. commit- 
red a kind of 1iot vpon Hell, invaded I wcfer's peculiar, and 
itrive more veh-mently for thiir pertion in that Lake of Brim- 
ſtore, endure more temporal har1dihi» in their paſTige thither, 
than 2nv Martyr in his ftierv Chariot «f Aſcent roward Heaven : 
An he that take {ich pains for it, is worthy to take his portion 
wit, to have hat pay v hich ic hath merited ſo dearly. Dr, 
H A41amow1, | rat. C at, /« eiherc 2 412,413 97 12, 
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the waies of Sin to go to Hell, than would have 
ſerv'd to get to Heaven ; thou wilt have mone to 
blame at laſt of Cruelty toward thee but thy ſelf ;, no 
reaſon to cry out of the Divine Severity, when thou 
haſt but the conſequents of thy wilful choice : For 
God puts things to thy own Choice, and intreats 
thee to be careful to chuſe aright, and will at laſt 
only ſuffer thee to inherit thy own fooliſh optzon, and 
evil Choxce, which here thou madeſt ro thy erernal 
Rum. 

Conſider once more ; That all Hell 1 not in ano- 
ther Life : That if thou beelt a wicked Perſon, thou 
haſt an Argument within thee to convince thee that 
there is an Hef, when thy Conſcience pains and 
gripes thee, and is 700 hot for thee ; That the pre- 
ſent ſecret Checks, and ſevere Rebukes of thy own 
Conſcience, are an Embleme and Repreſentation, 
and a kind of Anticipation of Hell Torments : That 
now thou liveſt even in the Suburbs of Hell : That 
thou feeleſt the [9] Yultur preying betimes upon 
thee ; the Worm crawling early in thy Boſom, and 
beginning to gnaw thee even in this Life : That 
thon hait an etna, or YVeſuvin: , at lealt ſome 
Sparks of the helliſh Fire already kindled in thy own 
Breaſt ; ſome prelibations and fore-raſtes of thoſe 
Vials of Wrath that are preparcd and reſerved for 
thee ; ſome Drops let fall upon thee of that Ocean 
of Wrath that is likely ar laſt to overwhelm thee : 
That thou carrieſt the Swphur of Hell about thee, 
and thy Hell is already, even here upon Earth, 
begun within thee : That though thou beeſt nor 
attually in the very Place of Heil, yet thou knoweſt 

that 
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[9] The Heathen feigned Promerheme his Liver to be conti- 
nally gnawn uyoa by a Vultur or Cormorant without walling 
th: Subltance of it, or Ucading Nt» capacity of Pain, 
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that eternal Woes are dxe to thee 5 and findeſt that 
this is a preſent Torment to thee, in the midſt of thy 
greateſt outward worldly Enjoyments ; as a Perſon 
15 ſcorch'd with a burning Fever, though he lie up- 
ona Bed of Ivory, in a Chamber richly furniſt'd 
and hung with the fineſt Tapeſtry, or adorr'd with 
rare and curious Pictures, and rendred as delight- 
ful and pleaſant as can be. 

Call here to mind, how ſome that have been 
only ſ*:g*d by this Fire, and have had no more than 
the Smell thereof paſſing upon them ; have been 
moſt rueful amazing Spettacles to all Beholders, 
through that Horrowr and Terrour of Conſcience, 
which was but an [mage and Reſemblance of Hell- 
Torments : And if the beginnings of theſe Sorrows 
be ſo dreadful here in this World, Conſider how un- 
ſufferable then the fill meaſure thereof will certain- 
ly be in the World to come. 


Think earneſtly and often of theſe Things, and 
ſee how ſtrangely they will operate with thee. 
[1] Mr. Bilney the Martyr did diverſe times in his 
Impriſonment put his Finger to the Flame of the 
Candle, to feel and try the Heat of the Fire be- 
fore his Execution : Do thou by Meditation flaſh 
Hell-fire in thy own Face, and burn the Brimſtone 
of Hell at thy own Noſtrils : Uſe thy ſelf to ſerious 
Thonghts of Hell : Sit down and conſider, whe- 
ther thou art able to bear thoſe Torments, to dwell 
with that conſuming Fire, to abide with thoſe 
everlaſting Burnings. Purſue theſe Thoughts, and 
often renew and repeat theſe Coni;derations ; and 
this 1s likely to ſtartle and awaken thee, to me 

an 
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and raiſe thee out of thy carnal Security. Labour 
by Meditation to preſemzate, and to realize the in- 
tolerable Torments of Hell to thy ſelf; andawork 
the Thoughts of the Things forementioned upon 
thy Heart, until thou art ſuitably affetted with them, 
and fully reſolv'd to aſwer the Ends of the Threat- 
ning of them. - 
Thy Meditation of Hell-torments will be apt to 
beget [5] ſtirring and lvely Aﬀettsons in thee : It 
will be uſeful to with-hold or with-draw thee from 
Sin, which has ſuch a dreadful Iſive ;, To keep, or 
take thee off from living in ſfach a courſe, wherein 
every Att is aſtep to Perdition : To reltrain rhee 
from great Sins eſpecially. Thon wilt not chuſe to 
live without God in this World, for fear thou 
ſhonldſt be fore*d to live without God in the other 
World, Thon wilt not dare to continue in wilful 
Ignorance, or Diſobedience, confidering that Chriſt 
will come * in flaming Fire, to takes Vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Thou wilt not give way to Vnbeltef, con- 
iidering it is the damning Sm; Nor live and die in 
wilfal Impenitency, leſt thou periſh eternally. Thou 
wilt not ſurely be boldly guilty cf ſuch open Pro- 
faneneſs and groſs Impiety, as to bid God damn 
thee, damn thee Body and Soul ;, and the Devil take 
thee: Thou wilt never uſe ſuch curſed Forms of 
Speech thy ſelf ; and wilt tremble to hear ſuch hor- 
rid, and worſe than helliſh Words proceed from 
the Mouths of mad and deſperate Sinners. Nor 
wilt thou offer to cheriſhand nouriſh hidden Hyps- 
eriſy ; 


O— 


[s] Mr, Perkins Would pronounce the Word Damn with 
ſ-ch an Emphaſis as Ictt a doſetul Echo in his Auditors Ears a 
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criſy ; ſince Hell is prepar*d of purpoſe for Hype* 

crites , and the Puniſhment of Hypocrites is made 

the Sgwndard of the Infernal Sufferings of other Sin- 

ners ; whoſe * portion ſhall be appointed with Hypo. 

crites, Thou wilt not indulge thy ſelf in Senſualzy 

and Voluptuouſneſs, which has a terrible t Wo de- 

nounc'd againſt it : Thou wilt not deſtroy thy Sow 

for the Pampering of thy Body, loſe fulneſi of Joy 

for the plealing of a ſmgle Senſe, rivers of Pleaſures 
for a ſ#perfluows Cup of drink, Pleaſures at God's 
Right Hand for evermore for the Pleaſures of Sin 
which are but for a ſeaſon, for a minute, for a mo- 
ment. Thou wilt not take thy ſhore Pleaſure, to 
pay ſo dear as to ſuffer eternal Pain for it. Thou 
wilt not allow thy ſelf in Intemperance ;, Nor ven- 
ture to walk after the fleſh in the Luſt of Uncleannef, 
remembring that the Lord knoweth how to || _ 
ſuch Perſons chiefly unto the Day of Judgment to be pu- 
niſhed : And well knowing, (*) that neither Forn- 
cators,, nor Adwlterers ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
God, Thou wilt not burn in the fire of Luſt, leit 
at laſt thou beeſt ſcorch'd in the flames of Hell: 
Thou wilt ſet the Fire of Hell in oppoſition to the 
Fire of Luſt, that the one may abate and put out 
the other. Asit is ſtoried of a vertnous Chriſtian 
Woman, that being tempted and earneſtly ſolicited 
to yield to commir Folly with a certain Wanton, 
who made profeſſion of great Love to her, and 
how ready he was to do any thing for her ſake, 
Toconvince him, and to deliver her ſelf out of the 
Temptation, ſhe ſtrait requeſted this one rhing of 
him, that he would hold the 7:ip of his Finger in 
the 


* Mar. 24-51. + Ifa.5.11, 12,14. || 2Pet, 2 9 16+ 
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a good Duty in evil Daies. 445 


the Flame of the Candle for one Quarter of an 
Hour : He ſhrunk, and wondered at the Propoli- 
tion : But if you be lath, ſaid ſhe, at my deſire to 11- 
dure ſuch Pain for a Quarter of an Hour ;, how can 
you expett that I for your pleaſure ſhould expoſe my ſeif 
to ſuffer for Ever in Soul and Body theWrath of God, 
and the eternal Flames of Hell-fire, Thou wilt re- 
ſolve deliberately , and endeavour carefully ro re- 
frain bad Company. Whenever idle and evil Com- 
panions tempt thee, and ſay, Come, to thee ;, thou 
wilt be ready to think preſently how Chrilt will 
ſay at Laſt Day, [Depart from me. Thou wilt take 
heed of doing the Devils Work, for fear of ſuffer- 
ing the DevsPs Puniſhment. Thou wilt have no In- 
timacy and Familiarity with the Devil now ; thou 
wilt not glve him beart-room, nor houſe-room, lelt 
thou beeſt compelPd to bear him company in Hell- 
fire for ever hereafter. Thou wilt by no means be 
of the Devil s Party, nor (ide and aflociate with the 
Ungodly, and fo deſerve to be kept and continued 
in that Society which was formerly choſen by thee, 
and acceptable to thee. Thou wilt alſo zealouily 
flee Idolatry, and hate and abominate that Religion 
wherein the praCtice of groſs 1dolatry is made necel- 
ſary ; the Worſhipping of Images, of Bread and 
Wine in the Euchariſt, the Worſhipping and Invo- 
cating of Saints and Angels ; Conlidering, * that 
Idelaters are of the Number of thoſe that ſhall oe 
inherit the Kingdom of God, but arc appointed to 

have their 1 part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 

and Brimſtone. Nor wilt thou fall inconlideratly 

into damnable Hereſy, nor hold ſo grofsly corrupt 

Opinions as may bring upon thee || [wife Deſtru- 

Uion ; 
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Hon ;, nor be deluded to believe the Lies of Anti- 
chriſt, to thy utter * periſhing, and eternal undo- 
ing. * Thou wilt abhor wilful Lying, to ſave thy 
Credit, or get Gain ; and hate to let thy [*] Ser- 
vants to tell Lies, to vend thy Wares, and put off 
thy Commodities. Thou wilt be loth by a gainfid 
Lie to cheat thy Brother of Twelve-pence, and to 
loſe thy Soul by the bargain : remembring that Ly- 
ing is a damnable Sin, and thatT all Liars ſhall have 
their part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and 
Brimftone : which u the Second Death. 

Thou wilt be fearful of ſpeaking any thing that 
looks like Detrattion ;, ſtill minding thy ſelf, that 
[| Whiſperers and Back-biters are join'd in the Cata- 
logue with Haters of God, who are worthy of Death : 
And that he that (*) Back-biteth with his Tongue, 
and taketh up a Reproach againſt his Neighbour, is not 
likely to awef in Gods holy City : That if thou 
ſhouldſt prove ſuch a Devil incarnate, thou wilt be 
ht to keep company perpetually with the Devil and 
his Angels: That if thy Tongue ſhould here be 
ſo ſet on Fire of Hell, it would preſage that with- 
out Repentance and Reformation it will ſurely be 
fet on Fire in Hell, 

Thou wilt watch againſt the riſing of raſh Anger, 
which is a Sin that has Hell at the heels of it ;, and 
be careful to prevent its breaking out in Expreſſion 
or Action; revolving in thy Mind that of thy Sa- 
viour ; (t) Whoſoever ſhall ſay, Thow Fool, to his 
Brother, ſhall be in danger of Hell-fire, Thou wilt 
dread the Thoughts of UVnfrairfulneſs under Means, 

having 
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® 3 Ihcfl. 2. yo, 12. 
ſt] S$:r yum nolle mentirs nova religin eff, Plavt. 
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having fixed and imprinted this in thy Mind, that 
* every Tree which bringeth not forth good Fruit #s 
bewn down, and caſt into the Fire : + And that Ca- 
pernaum , which was exalted unto Heavenby her en- 
joyment of ſpecial Means, was threatned for want 
of anſwerable Improvement to be brought down to 
Hell, Thou wilt not harden thy Heart in Unmer- 
cifulneſs ; pondering in thine Heart how Dives in 
Hell wanted the refreſhment of a [#] Drop of Wa- 
ter, for refuſing to give poor Latarw the ſmall 
comfort of a Crumb of Bread, when he himſelf fa- 
red ſo ſumptuouſly, and feaſted deliciouſly eyery 
Day. Thou wilt not be unmerciful in not giving ; 
Nor in zot forgiving ;, never forgetting how the 
wicked uncompaſlionate Servant in the Parable was 
delivered by his Lord to the Tormentors. Thou wilt 
ſtrive and labour againſt ſinful [mw] Fearfulneſs, 
and 


* Mat, 3.10. f & 11. 23. 
[ſu] Deſiderabat guttam, quia non dedit micam, Aug. 

bl Mr, Latimer having in a Sermonat Court in Henry the 
Erghth's daies much difpleaſed the _ he was commanded the 
next Lord's-Day to preach again, and make his Recantation ; 
He coming prefaced to his Sermon with a kind of Dialogiſm in 
this manner 3 Hugh Latimer, Do'ſt know to whom thou arc 
this day to ſpeak > to the high and mighty Monarch, that can 
take away thy Life if thou oftend z therefore take heed howthou 
ſpeakeſt a Word that may diſpleaſc his Majelly : Bur (as recalling 
bimſelf ) Hwghb, Hugh (faies be) do'lt know from whom thou 
comeR, and upon whoſe meflage thou art ſent » even the great 
and mighry God, that is able ro caſt both Body and Soul into 
Hell-fire for cver 3 and therefore take heed ro thy ſelf, that thou 
Celiver thy meſſage faithfully z and ſo came to his Sermon ; and 
what he had deli ver'd the Day before, cont med and urged with 
more vehemency than ever. ---= The Kirg that day called for 
him, «--- and taking him off from his Knees, embraced him in 
his Arms, ſaying, he bleſſed God, that he had a Man in his King- 
domythar durſt deal fo plainly and faithfully wi h him. Afr. New- 
cemen's Serm, on Heb, 4 13-P 37. 
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and not be drawnto do any Evil,or omit any Good 
againlt clear and full Light of Conſcience, for Fear 
of any outward Trouble. or Danger ; recolleCting 
in thy Thoughts, that the || Fearful ſhall have their 
part in the Lake. which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, Thou wilt be ready (*) to ſet the Fear of 
God, and the Fear of Hell againſt all carnal Fear of 
Men, or of any temporal Evil whatſoever : As 
the Primitive Martyrs did ; who when they were 
ſolicited by Heathen Emperours to ſacrifice to their 
Idols, with theſe Arguments, That then they 
ſhould ſave their Houſes and Lands, and Liberties 
and Lives, but ſhould otherwiſe loſe all ; They put 
off all with this Anſwer, [x] Pardon us, O Empe- 
rour, you threaten a Priſon to 14, but God threatens 
Hell to s, So Bibls (as [| y] Euſebius relates the 
Story) a Woman who having fainted before, and 
renounced her Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, out of 
tear of ſuffering Perſecution, ard being brought to 
the Place where the Chriſtians Bodies were burnt 
to Aſhes, that others might be drawn trom their 
Profeſſion by means of her expected publick blaſ- 
phemous Denial and Recantation , was, at the 
very Hour of Suitering, thoroughly awaken'd as 
ont of a dead Sleep, by the ſight of thoſe Flames 
which were the Inſtruments of the Martyrs Tor- 
ments, to conhder the intolerable eternal Torture 
of Hell-fire, which ſhe muſt unavoidably ſuffer, if 
ſhe ſhould diſhonour Chri## and his Religion, and 
aſperſe the innocent and unblameable Profeſſors of 
it : And thus expelling the leſſer Fear by the greater, 

and 
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and happily returning unto her ſeif, ſhe diſap- 
pointed her Perſecutors Expectation , and by bes 
ing faichful unto Death obtain'd rhe Crown of a 
Martyr of Jeſuz, and animated others to endure 
the Croſs with Chriſtian Fortitude, and the Pari- 
ence of the Saints. Fix thy Cogitations on the [7- 
fernal Flames, and this will make thee reſolve and 
determine to chuſe rather to do, or ſuffer any thing 
here, than to ſuffer the ſad and bitter Pains of Hell 
hereafter : Concluding, that the Pains and Difficul- 
ties of Daty, are no way comparable to the trou- 
bleſome uncaſy Condition , ard piercing raging 
Pains of Hell : yea, that the Suttering of Martyr- 
dm here, is a light Affliction to the dreadful Suf- 
fering of Hell-fire hereafter. 

The ſerious frequent Meditation of the exquilite 
Puniſhments, and dolorous Torments of Hell, will 
morcover powerfully perſwade thee to be far from 
[z] eavyng the greatcit Proſperity of wicked Men 
who ſhall one day change their preſent Felicity for 
extream Want, ard utmolt Milery ; loſe: the Pres 
ſence of God and Chriſt, and the full Fruition of 
endleſs Pleaſures in Heaven, and ſuifer an Eternity 
of diſtrating Pains, and racking heart-renting 
Torments in Hell, for a few bitter-ſweet tranſient 
Pleaſures here on Earth. Yea, this will help thee 
to bear any outward Affliction patiently, and quiet- 
ly to accept of any temporal Puniſhment of thy Ini- 

vity z conſidering, thou deſerveſt Hell it ſelf, and 
that all thy preſent Straits and Sutjerings are no- 
thing to the Wants and Loſſes, the Pains and Mi- 
ſeries of damned Perſons. That eminent Pattern 
Gz of 
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[2] De horribili cornm exitro almoniti fideles, preſenter il. 
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of Chriſtian Patience , the holy [4] Mr. Fereny 
Whither, did humbly adore God's Goodneſs in 
the midit of his ſoreſt ſharpeſt Suffterings, and vio- 
tent., excruciating , racking and grinding Pains, 
which were caus'd and continued by a complication 
of acute Diſeaſes, the Stone, Ulcer, Gangrene 
and exprelled himſelf with marvellous Meeknelſs in 
ſuch Words as theſe ; Lord, thou giveſt me no occa- 
fron to have any hard Thoughts of thee, O who would 
mot even in Burnings have honourable Thoughts of 
God? Bleſſed be God, there 1s nothing of Hell in all 
this. 

Again ; This will throughly awaken and quic- 
ken thee to take heed of begiming that Hell here, 
which will be compleated and conſummated here- 
after : of being now of an helliſh frame and temper 
of Mind : of departing from, and living without 
God and Chrilt ; which is not only Man's Sz, but 
Atſery ;, which is a very Hell upm Earth , and will 
be agreat part of the future Hell : of contraCting 
and ſtrengthning viciow habits here, and of exp6- 
ſing thy ſelf to the Miſery that naturally arsſes from 
Sin ; to the Rebukes and Upbraidings of a guilty 
Conſcience : Confidering with thy ſelf, that an 
helliſh Temper and Diſpoſition, if thou liyeſt and 
dieſt in that Condition, will ſurely continue and be 
corfirwd in the other World ; and that an hellih 
State will prepare thee for, and bring thee to the 
Place of Hell. This will alſo engage thee to bleſs God 
for Chrift, for giving his only begotten Son to * de- 
liner thee from the Wrath to come, by ſuffering Tri- 


bnlation and Anguiſh for thee ; and + mor my 
rnee 
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thee to Wrath, but to obtain Satvation by Jeſms Chriit, 
And to be traly chaxkful ro Fe/wms Chriſt, who con- 
deſcended to be forſaken of God, thac thou might/t 
net be totally deſerted, and eternally forſaken of him ; 
and endured the Fire of God's Wraty, that thou 
might be perte-tly freed for ever from Het-fire, 
This wiil provoke thee by Far h, and Repentance, 
and 6r4nzing forth Frants * meet for Repemance, * to 
flee from the Wrath to come, and to ſeek to eſrape the 
Damnation of Hell, And this will cauſe thee to 
hate and abandon the curſed Arts and wicked 
Waics of + making others the Children of Helt;, to 
dread the Thoughts of ever becoming the unhap- 
py Inſtruments of hurrymg any others to He : 
And will incline thee, in F:ty and Charity to the 
Soxls of Sinners, todo thy belt, by all means poili- 
ble, to kyep ff about thee rrom ruaning ard talling 
into that || place of Torment : to be zealous aud in- 
duſtrious to [4] (X) ſave Sox's from Death, to ſave 
(+ ) them with Fear, pulling them ont of the Fire ; (as 
the (|) Anzels of old piackt lingrmg Lor out of 
Sodom : ) Not to ſutier thy Naigtibour ever to 29 
to Hell qetly; but rather to territy thy (intul 
Brother, than to permir him co miſcarry tor ever. 


Obj. But is not this a faviſh Temper, to be mo- 
ved to my Duty out of &car oi Hell? Should not 
the Love of God be the Principle that als us? and 
[*] perfett Love is ſaid to caſt out Fear, 


Og 2 I 
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* Mat, 3-78. f $23.15. | Luke 16. 28, 
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Ianſwer ; When al the Motrves and Incentives 
that poſſibly can be made uſe of, will ſcarcely effe- 
Etually put us upon Duty ; ſurely we have [c) lit- 
tle reaſonto let go or lay alide any one of them ; 
but to uſe whatever may work upon us, Love, or 
Hope, or Fear, And as for a Chriſtians Love to 
God, it does not here exclude all Fear, becauſe it 
Is not perfett in this Life. It will indeed-in the fu 
ture Life caſt out all Fear of Damnation : And it 
may be ſo perfet in this Life, as to baniſh and ex- 
pel all diſtruſt ful tormenting Fear ; which conlſiſteth 
in terrifying diſquieting Apprehenſions that God 
will deal with a Man as a Slave ; take Advantages 
of him, condemn and deſtroy him whenever he 
does amiſs : But the. true ſincere Love of God is 
fairly conſiſtent with a filial , cautelows, preſerving, 
preventing Fear, [4] A judicious Divine well © 
ſerves, that it is a great Miſtake to think that fila 
Fear is only the Fear of temporal Chaſtiſement , and 
that all Fear of Hell is laviſh : Even filial Fear is 
Fear of Hell ;, which yet is join'd with ſuch a Per- 
ſwaſion of God's Love to »s, that we conclude he 
will not caſt us off upon every provocation ; and 
1s accompanied with ſome Love in w to God, and 
with Care and Watchfulneſs, leſt we ſhould by 
Apoſtaſy and final Impenitency miſcarry eter- 

nally- 


Tit 


—_ ——_—_— —  _ _ 


[c] FBonum t amen eff, wt ma necdum amor a male tt revocdty, 
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The ninth Direfion, 


If you would redeem the Time, you muſt en- 
deavour to ſpiritualize your common and ordinary 
worldly Employments : and mult take care that 
your natural, as well as civil, Actions partake of 
Religion, 


1, You muſt endeavour to ſpiritualize your ording- 


, ry civil or domeſtical Employments, by doing them all 


in O! zdrence of Faith, and making them the Inſtru- 
ments, whereby to ſhew torth your Honelty, Equi- 
ty, Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and whatever Yertues 
may be exercisd therein. You muſt make conſcience 
to follow your Calling out of an awful reſpett to the 
Command of God, to do what youdo even in civil 
Bulineſs in the Name of Chriſt, as the Work of 
Chriſt, ſo as you may ſay at that time, Now I am 
about the Work of God, and of Jeſus Chrilt : I 
thank God, my Conſcience bears me witneſs I am 
atting in Obedience to Chriſt, expetting a Bleſſing 
from Chriſt upon what I do: and I look to receive 
a Reward from Chriſt, The Apoſtle commands 
Servants, * whatſoever they do tor Men, to do st 
heartily, as to the Lord ;, to ſerve the Lord Chriſt in 

the Service they do to their earthly Maſters. 
Thus to work for God and Chriſt, is for that 
time to honour God and Chriſt as much, nay more, 
by the meaneſt ſervile worldly Act, than if you ſhould 
ipend all that time in Prayer, Meditation, or any 
ather ſpiritual Employment, to which you had s 
ſufficient Call at ſuch a time. The deyout Herbert, 
Gg 3 in 
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In one of his ſacred [4] Poems, deſiring God to 
teach him, what he did in any thing , to do it a4 
for him ;, exprelles himſelf thus fweetly and ſpiri- 
tually : 


All may of thee partake : 
Nothing can be ſo mean, _ 
Which wh this Tintture (for thy fake ) 


Will not grow bi ight and clean. 


A Servant with this C!auſe 
” & 00 "POP OF "INT. 
Makes Druagery dtvine. 
Who ſweeps a Room, as for thy Laws, 
Makes that and th Action fine. 


Fhis & the famous Srone 
That twrncth all to Gold : 

For that which God doth touch and onn 
Cannot for leſs be told, 


2. We muſt take care, that our natural, as well 
as civil or cconomica!, Actions partake of Religion ; 
be 1nſcribed with * &olineff unto the Lord; aid, by 
the parity of our end and intention therein, become 
as acceptable [b?) Sacrifices unto Ged : That on all 
occalions we ['c]Jeat and drink, not merely to in- 
dulze and gratity our Appetite, [4] 45.57 25 4 ſen. 


fitrve 
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[.e] The Elixir. * Tech. 14. 20» 21. 
i&] 7 go4t quid aggre tintur hamines fit [ACT Ca08 Calv, 
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ſitive Apperite ;, not only, or chiefly to [e] pleaſe 
ar Taſte: That we do not cover a Bulinefs of 
Pleaſure under a pretence of preſerving Health ,” or 
the fair colour ot ſupplying Nature ;/ (as [ f ] St. 
Auſtin confeiles he found himfelt too apt io do) 
And more eſpectally , that we never ofter topam- 
per our Bodies that we may be the ſtronger to ſerve 
our Luſts - That we do not cat and drink our. 
ſelves either into Luſt, or out of Duty : But that we 
take our Meat as our Medicine : (as [_g ] St: An- 
ftinacknowledges God had taught him to do) ule . 
Meat-and Drink as remedies to cure natural Infirmi- 
ties, NO to cauſe moral Diltempers ;, as means to 
* ſuſtain and refreſh our Bodres, that our Bodies 
may be fit to ſerve our Souls ;, and our ſelves may 
be enabled with vigour and alacrity to ſerve and 
honour God in the proper Duties of our particular 

Places. 
We ſhould eat our Bread before God (as the Ex- 
preſſion is Exod. 18, 12.) that is, not only as inthe 
Gg 4 ſight 
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Appetiie, but under this notion, as the thing that ir defires 
makes for our real good, and tends to the enjoyment of the fn» 
preme Good : ro eat and drink, not bicvuſe we are hungry or 
thirity, becauſe the Appetite defires itz but wi h reterenc- to 
the main end, with 1cſpect to the highcit Good, tbat the Bod y 
may be enabled, {treny; hned and quickned to wait upon the Soul 
cheartully in the Actions of a holy Lit-. Afr. 5. Shaw ian his 
Vaice of one Crying in a Wilderneſs, p. 149, 15” 

[e] It is lawful in all »&nced tg comnly with a weak and a nic? 
Stomach : but not with a nice and curious Palate, Bp. Tay- 
ley's Rule and Exerc. of boly Lov. c,2.% 2. mea(. 3. 

(f] Ad hoc incertum hbilareſcit rnfalix anima, --« tf 05. 
tentu ſulutsy obumbret negocium yoluptaty:s Aus. Cont. |. 10, 


C, 21.5. 2+ 


ſe] Hoe me docuiſti, ut quemadmodum meticamenta, fic 


ali Henk 1 PIPE 106 aiccedam, Id, ib, S, I, 
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1:!ht of God ; but (as the * Apoſtle ſpeaks) whe. 
her we eat or drink, we ſhould Fr, to © ob of 
God. 

Remember to direct theſe natural Attions to ſpiri. 
tual Ends, and to make them an occaſion of fome 
Exerciſe of Religion. Be never wanting to beg a 
Bleſſing of God before you eat : And when you fit 
at Table (as [h] St. Bernard adviſes) be nor wholly 
emplayed in eating and drinking ;, but your body requi- 
ring, and receiving #ts due repaſt, let not your Mind 
neglett its proper refettion, Refreſh your Soul, when 
you feed your Body : and uſe ſuch holy Meditati- 
ons, as may keep and preſerve you from t nouriſh 
"ng your Hearts, from miniſtring fuel to your 
Lults, and making proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the 
Luſts thereof. [i] Mr, Fog reports of the holy Brad: 
ford, that in the midſt of Dinner he uſed often to miſe 
with bimſelf,, having his Hat over hu Eyes, from whence 
; ang commonly plenty of Tears dropping on bus Tren- 
cher, 

Whenever you recruit and repair your Nature, 
ſtrive then to provoke and ſtir up in thy ſelf and 0- 
thers || h»nzrimgs and thirſtings after Kighteouſnep: 
Remember, meditate, and diſcourſe of the Sweet» 
neſs of Chriſt, of the refreſhing ſtrengthning Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, of being (*) abundantly /atu/ied 
with the Fatneſi of God"s Houſe, and of drinking of the 
Rpver of his Pleaſures: of feeding and living by 

Faith 


— 


* 1 Cor. 16. 31. 

[hb] Ci uw manducaty nequanuam totty manduces, ſed corpore 
ewe ſwam re/ectionem poſtulante, mens ſuam non negigg tt ;, me- 
mr:4 ſuavnatis Dormmy vel Scripturarum pr{cat Meditationts, 
Bernar\, 

Jam. 5. $. Rom. 13- 14. 

L, Fox A, and Mon. 2 vol. P, 1457. 

4 Mat.s 6. (*) Pf. 36.8. 
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Faith on the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and receiving 
the * Comforts of the Scriptures : Wirth Job, 5 eſteem 
the Words of God's Mouth more than thy neceſſary 
Food, or appointed Portion : With David, ac- 
knowledg > Laws and Fudgments of God to be 
| ſweeter than Honey, and the Honey-comb ;, than tho 
ſweeteſt and pureſt Honey. Think, and ſpeak of 
the (*) ling Bread which came down from Heaven, 
of the Bread of Life, the (r) Water of Life, of ſpi- 
ritual (\|) Wine and Milk: * Deſire the ſincere Milk. 
of the Word, that you may grow thereby : Have a 
longing Mind to that ſpiritual Food which is deat 
mdeed, and Drink indeed, Talite and reliſh the 
t hidden Manna. Delight thy ſelf in the ſerious 
Fore-thoughts of || ſitting down with Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven : of 
(* ) eating and drinking at Chriſt*s Table in bis King- 
dom. Raiſe and lift up thy Mind to the Celeſtial 
Table : ſtrengthen and ſharpen thy Appetite to 
the molt delicious heavenly Banquets : Let the 
Conſideration and Hope of the {piritval Joys, and 
purer higher Pleaſures of the other World, cauſe 
thee to deſpiſe theſe groſs and brutiſh Pleaſures , 
to ſay in the Words, and with the Aﬀection and 
Spirit of Mr. Herbert, 


[k] What it his weary Wor ld, r his Meat and Drink, 
T hat chains us by the Teeth ſo faſt ? 


Look 


* Rom. 15. 4+ f Jobzz-12. || If, 19. 10. 

(*) fſoh 6. 48, 50, 51,55. (F) Reve 21.6. &22, 17, 
(1) Ia. 55.1. * x Pet.2.2. f Rev.a 17. 

| Mat 8.1t, (*) Luks 34. 30. 

[4] Home. 
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[/] Look, on Meat, think #* Dirt, then eat a Bit. 
And ſay withal, Earth to Earth I commit, 


Entertain thy ſelf with better fare, and richer 
cheer, Thank God you have * Meat. to eat which 
the World knows not of, Let others t labour for the 
Aleat which periſheth ; but do thou reſolve rather to 
labour for that Meat which endureth to everlaſting Life, 
Account and reckon it thy Meat and Drink, with 
thy blelled |] Saviour, to do the Will of thy hea- 
venly Father : And with (*) him have a greater 
care of making provilion for others Souls, than of 
ſupplying thy own boatly Veceſſites. 

When at uſual ſeaſons thou nouriſheſt thy Body, 
be ſure thou dcelt not then forget to (t) nouriſh up 
thy ſelf and others in (|) wholeſome Words, in 
the Words of Fauth, and of good Dottrine, which is 
according to Godlineſs : Even while thou arc feed- 
ing thy Body, as thou haſt occalion and opportu- 
nity, let thy * Leps feed many. | remember Cicero 
introduceth Caro giving this good account of him- 
{elf, that he loved to feaſt with his Friends and 
Neighbours, not fo much for the [m7] corporal Plea- 
ſure of eating and drinking, as for the delight and 
refreſhment of the good Diſcourſes that were uſed 
among them at ſuch Meetings. 


And 


{1} Church-porch, p. 5. 

” Joh. 4.32. f Xs. 27. || & 4. 3 (*) &4.31, 32, 

(t) 1 11m 4. 6. (1) & 6. 3- * Prov, 10.20. 

[mm] Neque 6:14 1pſorum convivicrum deleftationuem corporw 
V0 upt &t 16145 Magi, Guan COM AMON, oG ſer monibuw Mi tn 
titoar, Bene enim mdjores roll Iz, XC, E go viie pro, ger ſermo- 
ns celeftationem tempeſtiou convevieu delettor, &c, Cicero Ce 
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And Tertullian informs us, that much of Religion 
was mingled with the Meals , the very common 
Meals of the Primitive Chriſtians : Thar they did 
not ofter to [2] take their Meat before they had taſt- 
id the ſpiritual ſweetneſſes of Prayer and Devotion : 
That they fed as thoſe mho well remembred , that they 
were t0 go upon their Knees to God, before they went 
to Bed: and therefore narrowly watch'd over them- 
ſelves, that no degrees of Intemperance at Supper 
might dull and indiſpoſe them to the Duty of Þray- 
er, and unfit them tor the Worſhip and Service of 
God that night : That they talk?d and confer'd as 
thoſe that krew God heard: And after Supper, 4s 4- 
ny w44 able either out of the holy Scriptures, or out of 
by own Invention, he was called forth into the midſt of 
the Conipany to ſing a Pſalm or Hymn to God; which 
ma a manifeſt Proof what temperate meaſures he bad at 
that Meeting kept im drinking , having loaden neither 
his Stomach, nor his Underſtanding. Prayer mm 
like manner diſmiſd the Company : who then depart- 
ed with ſctled diſpoſitions, and firm reſolutions 
to lead moſt modeſt, chaſt, vertuous, godly Lives : 
as thoſe who at that very ſeaſon had not ſo much 
maile a Meal as kept a Diſcipline : had at that time 
been at a Leftwre, rather than at a Supper ;, and 
then had more replenild their Souls, than fſatished 
their Bodies, And both [ n)] Poſſidonims and 
Eraſ- 


[m] Non privs c1ſcombitur, quam oratro 44 Dewm preg ſte. 
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[0] Eraſmw certify ys concerning St. Auſtin, that 
he had a T able richly furniſd rather with fruitful Diſ. 
courſes than exquiſite Dainties : That he took great 
care that their T able-talk, ſhould be ſerigus and prow, 
or ſome way profitable , at leaſt char able and in. 
nocent : To which end he ordered that a certain 
Diſtich or two Verſes ſhould be written on it, or 
hung at it, as aneceſlary Law, forbidding thoſ 
that fed at his Table to enaw the good Names of 0. 
thers,, or to faiten their Teeth in them by back:hi, 
ting of them, by detrafting from or ſpeaking evil 
of abſent Perſons : A Diſeaſe (as Eraſmus there 
well obſerves) almoſt peculiar to thoſe who other. 
wiſe make a profeſſion of Piety, when nothing is 
more alien from true Piety : for this Pe#? uſually 
ſteals upon Men under a ſhew of Probity, and guiſe 
of Goodneſs ; while it would apyear to be an ha- 
tred of Vices, and a Zeal of Vertue, Which great 
Evil was ſo abhorr'd by this holy Man, that ſome- 
times he would not yield tothe Athorsty of the 

very Biſhops ;, but when ſome of his mJIſt familiar 

Fellow-Biſhops were forgetful of that Writing, and 
ſpake what was not agreeable to the Direction of 

it ; he would very ſharply reprehend them, and be 

ſo mov'd as to tell them, Let them either blot qut 
thoſe written Yerſes, or he would riſe from the 

Table in the midit of his Refe:tion, and go to his 

Chamber, it they would not forbear ſuch Tales and 

Storics. He would not ſuffer his Table to be pol- 

lated with ſuch Talk ; but either required ſome Scri- 

pre 
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rure to be read while he ſat at Table, or held ſome uſe- 
ful Diſputation , or diſcours'd concerning ſome fruitful 
Matter at Meals, that the Minds of hs Gueſts might 
be no leff refreſtd than their Bodies. How inſtructive 
and editying were the Table-collequies of the excel- 
lent Lather, and the holy Mr. Greenham ? And [p] 
Dr. Bernard acquaints us, that the Diſcourſes which 
daily fell from Bp. Uſher at his Table mm the clearing 
of Difficulties in the Scripture, and other Subjetts ( eſpe- 
cially when learned Men came to viſit him ) were of great 
advantage to ſuch as were capable of them : 1 © others 
he would apply- and accommodate himſelf with 
wonderful Humility and Condeſcention to their 
meaner Capacities , to inform and ſatisfy their 
Minds, and to work upon their Afe-tions in pra- 
ical Matters ; and in his Diſcourles would ſome- 
times rather incline toward ſuch, than to others more 
learned, It put me often in mind (ſaies that worthy 
Dottor) of that Speech of the Queen of Sheba to Solo- 
mon ; Happy are theſe thy Servants that continually 
ſtand about thee and hear thy Wiſdom. 

We ſhould all ordinarily ſtir up our ſelves to uſe 
ſavoury Expreſſions, and ſhew holy Aﬀettions, when 
we are eatmg : We ſhould {till rafte and commend 
the Goodnef of God in the variety of his Creatures 
we partake of, and give God ſolemn hearty [4] 


thanks after every Meal for his ſatherly Care of - 
an 


en ec tn <<D———R 


[p] In the Lif- of Bp. Uſher, p. 57, 58. 

[5] A yourg man lying upon his Sick-bed, was alwaics cal. 
ling for m:ar, but as ſoon as he ſav it was brought to hin at 
the fight of it he ſhook ard treml]:d dreadtully in every part of 
his Budy ; and ſo continued till his Fucd was cx ried away ; and 
thus being nct ableto ear, he pir ed away, anc before his Death 
acknowledged God's Juſtice, in that, in his H:alth he had recei- 
ved his meat ordinarily without giving thanks.” Afr. Swanmech, 
Chriſt. man” 1Call. p. 409, 
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and ſeaſonable bountiful Provilion for us and ours 
and charge our ſelves to ſhend the Strength we re. 
ceive from his Creatures in doing him faithful and 
cheerful Service, 

And as we ſhould be ſpiritual and heavenly in 
eating and drinking, ſo we ſhould uſe Recreation 
as" holy enas ;, that by doing for the pre- 
fent lirtle or nothing, we may become more apt to do 


ſome good thing,to be uſefully occupied, and wort hily 
employed. 
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The tenth Direftion. 


If we would wiſely redeem the Time, we muſt 
make a good Choice of our Friends and Acquain- 
tance, and a good Improvement of our Company 
and Society. + 


1, A good Choice of our Friends and Acquaintance. 
The ſenſe Man has of his own Weakneſs and [nd:- 


gency, makes him naturally much [a] adaztted ard 


ſtrongly inclin'd to Company and Society, which he 
apprehends ſo necellary for the * Help, Relief and 
Comfort of his Life : But of all Society, that is the 
moſt inward and intimate, which has its Riſe trom 
Choice and Eleftion : In the making of which 
Choice, great Caution and Conlideration, Care 
and Prudence 1s to be exercis'd ; for Men are cither 
made, or marr*d, as to the forming of their Man- 
rers ; and further*d,or hindred, as to the Improve- 
ment of their Time, and their Preparations for 
Eternity, according to the Company they tall in 
with : And therefore we necd Direition in no Acti- 
on of our Life more than in the Choice of our 
Company, eſpecially of our Friends, our cloſeſt 
and molt familiar Companions. They are excellent 

Coun- 


— 
— —_— 


[4] The Pheloſopher fitly calls him Caor maAmsy. 
F Gen, 2. 18. Ecci, 4- 9, IO, I], I3. 
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Counſels that are given by [4] Pythagoras, and 
[b] Theognis, to guide and conduCt our Choice : 


[4] Where Vertne dwells there Friendſhips makg. 
[5] But evil Neighbourhoods for ſake. 


[7] Tully tells us, that Friendſhip is given and in- 
tended by Nature to be an Aſſiſtant, Heiper and Ad- 
vancer of Vertues, and not a Companion, Prompter and 
Prometer of Vices : It therefore greatly concerns 
and becomes yon,ſo to pick and chuſe your Friends 
and Acquaintance, as may belt ſerve ſome excellent 
End of Vertue. 

And yet we find, when Perſons are to chuſe their 
moſt boſom Friends, the Companions of their Youth 
and Ape, that they and their Relations, who are 
their Guides and Governours, do too commonly 
regard bodily Beauty and worldly Portion, more 
than Pzerty and Religion, and all the Riches and Or- 
naments of Grace, and Helps for Salvation, and 
Advantages of living and growing in the Know- 
ledg, and Faith, and Fear ot God. 

Lelixs in Cicero relates of Scipio, that he was 
wont to complain, that Men were exceeding diligent 
in all other Proviſions, would take what care conld be 

EX+ 


—— 


[4 6] Bp» Taylot of the Meaſures and Offic $ of Friendſhip, 
P- 14, 
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expected in making choice of Goats and Sheep, and ſuch 
like things ; but were extreamly [a] negligent in chu- 
ſing of their Friends, nor in thu caſe made any uſe of 
requiſite Signs and Notes, by which they might d.ſcern 
and judo what Perſons were fit and well qualified to be 
recerved and taken into Friendſhip. Ard he there 
direts, that Men would prudently put ſoine [top 
to the Stream of their AﬀeCtion ; and as we make 
Trial of other things, ſo that we would make 
ſome [6] Experiment of the Mamers of the Perſons 
we delign for our Companions, and accordingly 
embrace or decline Familiarity with them. 

O be nice and choice of your Company and So- 
ciety, delicate and curious in that Matter and Buſi- 
nefs. Conſider beforehand (as [c] Senecaadviſes) 
whether they be worthy or no to have any part of your 
Life beſtowed upon them, whether any ſhare of your Time 
may fitly and warrantably be allowed them : for idle 
carnal Friends are the Thieves that ſteal away our 
Time from us ; and 'tis a coſtly Entertainment of 
them, to waſte our Time upon them- Vain and 
profane Friends and Acquaintance do rob us of the 
opportunity of doing ard receiving good : They 
ſeek nothing but idle and empty Talk, they will 
not maintain ſerious and ſavoury Diftourſe :- O ! 
what Loſs have many of us ſuſtain'd by ſuch 
Cuſtomers as theſe ? Call to thy remembrance (lays 

H h Se- 


[4] In amcess eligendys weglig 1 tir ifſe, nec bh ibert quaſs 178.4 
quedamy (5 notas, qui>ns tor, qui al 4micitiam f{on# 1denery 


wdicarent, Cic. de Amic, 
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Seneca) [4] How many have cheated thee of thy Time, 
thou in the mean time not underſtanding what thou haſt 
loſt. * Men give away part of their Tears (ſaies he) 
to them they mightily love, nor do they perceive or know 
in the leaft what they do : And '-, give it ſo, that 6- 
thers receive no profit by that whic they deprive them- 
ſelves of : But they are ignorant that they themſelves 
lofe any thing by it, and therefore the Detriment that 
#5 ſo latent ts tolerable to them, 

if we be wiſe, let's look well who they be that 
we ſpend and lay out our Time upon. Ler's not 
* fit, cuſtomarily ſit with vain Perſons: nor bethe 
common + Companions of Fools : but rather fay, in 
our Hearts at leaſt, with holy David, || Depart from 
me, all ye Workers of Intquity : (* ) Depart from me ye 
evil Doers : for I will keep the Commanaments: of my 
God. 

Avoid Communion with the Lepers of the 
World. O never offer with Nebuchadnezzar to 
keep- Company with Beaſts : Do not ſo degradr, 
and debaſe your ſelves: Do not loſe your Time, 
and loſe your ſelves in ſuch unprofitable , contemp- 
tible Society. Take here the Counſel of St. Je- 
rome, |[ c) In this reſpett learn an holy Pride, (corn 
ſuch mean and low, vile and baſe Company, and 

NOM 
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know your ſelves to be better than they : Be of more 
raiſed Spirits than to be Companions with them. 
By keeping il] Company , thou wilt loſe thy Time, 
and lole or lelſenthy ſpiritual Beawty : thou wilt, 
like him that walketh in the Sw2, be quickly rand 
inſeniibly. 

Have no frequent choſen Converſe, no #ward 
cloſe Friendſhip with thoſe that are none of Gods re- 
a Friends, that have no ſpiricval Acquaintance 
with God, but are maniteltly protane, openly un- 
godly, and alienated from the Life of Cod ; that are 
Enemles to God, and his Religion ; his Son, and 
Spirit ; his Word , and Worihip ; Laws , and 
Waies ; and whoſe * Friendſhip is Enmity with God ; 
whoſe Friendſhip is Friend{hip with Ze#, and who 
are themſelves but a kind of familiar Dems : Ne- 
yer chuſe to join in Company with theſ2; to 
haunt the Places they uſe, which commonly give 
no {mail occalion of Sin; and to retort and repair 
to ſuch Houſes in agreed Meetings to lirfil Ends 
and Bulinelles. 

Chuſenot thoſe for thy Friends, who never yet 
began ro berrae Friends to themſelves. Fle chat 1s 
not a Friend to himſelf, will never be a Friend to 
thee. "Tis only he that ts a Friend to himſelf (ſaies 
[ f ] Seneca wulely and difcretely ) that 1s likely tr» 
prove a truly profitable Friend io ons, 

Chuſe not ſuch tor thy Friends,rhat are not likely 
to be Friends to thy Soul, How can he be reckowd 
and reputed a Fr:end to te, who 18 not a Friend, 
but rather an Enemy to the better Part of thce ? take 
this for a Rule, 1 hat if a Perſon be not a good 

» 8 > Man, 
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Man, though he loye thee, he is not a Friend to 
thee. A Maſter of Morality will tell thee, That 
C g] he that is a Friend, does love : but he that loves, 
1 not for that reaſon preſently a Friend : for Friend- 
ſhip does alwaies profit a Perſon ;, but Love doth hurt 
ſometimes : Now hurt to the Soul, is the greateſt 
Hurt that can be done toany. And therefore ac- 
quaint not with thoſe that will ſtudy to bring Vice 
into your Acquaintance, and whoſe Acquarntance 
will breed your Eſtrangement from God : Keep free 
from that Company that will make you part Company 
with God, and Chriſt, and a good Conſcience : 
Cleave not unto thoſe that will be Clogs and Pull- 
backs, Deadners ard Quench-coals to you ; that 
will cool and damp your Heart and Spirit, in the 
Practice of Piety and Exerciſe of Religion, and 
make you * hold your peace even from Good : That 
will only love, and reſpect, and care for you, up- 
on condition that you love not Chri'l, nor regard 
Holineſs, nor care in the leaſt for your immortal 
Soul, and eternal Happineſs : That will by all 
means labour to bring you to eſteem lightly ot the 
Lord's-Day ;,and to give them your Time and Com- 
pany, in an idle, truitleſs, protane, ill-exempla- 
ry private Retirement, when you ſhould be con- 
ſcientiouſly and awfully preſcat at «the Publick AF 
{embly, 

Be ſure you beware of ſuch Company, as wil 
only give a treat and entertainment to your Sen: 
and Palate,load your Body with Meats ard Drinks, 
paſsthe Time in Sport and Play with you ; fill your 
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Ears with unprofitable, atheiſtical, profane, looſe 
and lewd Diſcourſe ; vitiate your Mind, pervert 
your Judgment , debauch your Fancy , corrupt 
your Manners, help you to forget God and your 
ſelves, teach you to become [_ g] Beaſts in Courteſy, 
and by their fooliſh mad Mirth, and cruel Kindneſs 
to you abroad, make work enough for your earneit, 
ſerious Sorrow and Sadneſs, your dear and coſtly 
Repentance at home : But will make you neither 
wiſer, nor better, add nothing to your Vertue, 
contribute nothing to your Graces, and to the 
Feeding and Nouriſhing of your Souls : Who will, 
it may be, feaſt and pamper your Bedy, but ſtarve 
and pine, yea p2i{>n your Soul ; and by a pre- 
tended Civility and Courrtely to you, labour to be 
the Bane and Und-1ug of you: Who will either 
vex, or [þ] taint all that are near them: Who 
being themſelves infeited with the Plague of Sin, 
have a ſtrange and ſtrong deſire to infett others : 
The only mode of whoſe Kindneſs is an artificial 
Inſinuation of varicty ot Temptations, ard an ear- 
neſt importunate Solicitation to Evil ; Who will 
endeayour to turn you off from a diligent holy 
Life ; and, if it be poſlible, will [2u2þ or mock 

Hh 3 you 
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You out of Heaven : Who having n0 Seed, or Spark 
of Vertue in themſelves, muſt needs hate, beliege 
and undermine it in others, as being a conitant ſtan- 
ding Reproach to themſelves. 

[-] Abandon thoſe Companions, that are good 
Companions only in ſinning , who will lead you to A- 
cheiſmand Protaneneſs, provoke you to Luſt and 
Wantonneſs, Anger and Rage, or draw you into 
Drunkenneſsz urge and impoſe their [] ſickly 
Healths upon you, and will not let you live by Ryle ;, 
but will unweariedly tice and preſs you to Sin, and 
be ſick wi:h them ; ſweetly per{wade you into In- 
convenience, fairly and fnely allure you into fa- 
ſhionable Folly, and inevitable Miſery ; court and 
complement you into eternal Ruin ; civilly bear 
-you Company, and lovingly befriend you into 
Hell z and ſo really ſhew leis Kindneſs, and worſe 
Nature to you, than * Dives among the Devils in 
Hell expreſs'd toward his Brethren here on Earth, 
who contrived and laboured to keep and preſerve 
them from that Place of Torment. Make not 
them the Joy and Entertainment of thy Life, who, 
by thy leave, will be thy eternal DeltruCtion and 
Death. 

Have 
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Have no Intimacy, hold no Familiarity with 
wicked Perſons : you may go ſee and vilit them as 
their Phyſicians , but not as their Companions : you 
may ſometimes call upon them, to cure and heal 
them, to preſcribe ſomewhat to,them, to leave 
ſome good Directions with them : but you mult 
not' be ſo often with them, nor itay ſo/ong with 
them, tall you get their Diſcaſe, and take Infection 
from them, 

But now on the other ſide ; If we would ſpend 
our Time profitably and comfortably, and have it 
turn to any conſiderable good Account ; let's [tudy 
to contract Friendſhip and Union with vertuous 
Perſons : eſteeming them the moit valuable 
Friends , and (to uſe Tallys Expreſſion) [k,] the 
beit and faireit furniture of Life, Let's reckon [/] 
Vertue and Grace to be the weightielt reaſon of 
Amability ; the Worthincſs and Excellency of Per- 
ſons Diſpolitions and Manners to be the moſt ſolid 
ſtableGround,the greatelt Allective & ſtrongelt At- 
tractive of Love and Dearneſs.Let's chuſe with ho- 
ly David to be * [i] Companions of all them that fear 
God, and of them that keep his Precepts : To be their 
Companions out of true Affection, not out of Fatti- 
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0: becauſe they are Godly, not becauſe ' they are 
Perſons of ſuch and ſuch an Opinion and Party: To 
be Companions of them, and of all them : Let not 
any difference in outward Quality, nor in Opinion a. 
mong the Godly, in things remote from the Sub. 
ſtance of Religion, be a cauſe of ſinful Partiality, 
David a great King icorn'd not the Company of 
any ſuch, nor was aſhamed to be ſeen 1n their 
Company. As his was, ſolet * all our Delight be in 
the Saints, and the "Excellent that are in the Earth, 
Let's jota with him, and ſay, + Let thoſe that fear 
thee, turn unto me, and thoſe that have known thy Te- 
ſtimonies, Let's chuſe to || walk with wiſe Men, that 
we may bew/e - to be frequently in Company with 
thoſe, (*) whoſe Fruit (that is, attwwely, the Fruit 
which they bring forth, the Profit which they 
yield and afford to others, in their Communica- 
tion and Converſation, by Information and Ex- 
ample) is a Tree of Life ;, and who are wiſe to win 
Souls. 

Be converſant with thoſe (ſaies [i] Senecaexcel- 
lently) who are any way likely ro make thee better * and 
rtcerve thoſe into thy Friendſhip and Acquaintance, 
whom thou maieſt probably ſome way or other make bet- 
eter. I fay in like manner ; let us fort and ſuit, 
alldciate and familiarize our ſelves with thoſe a- 
mong whom we may do moſt ſpiritual Good, or 
from whom we may reap and receive moſt ſpiritual 
Benefit. - 

Study and ſtrive to chuſe ſuch an one for thy 
Frieng, to whom thou maicſt give ſuch reverential 
Reſpett in thy Carriage and Behaviour, as may re- 

ſtrain 
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ſtrain thee from many uncomely ſinful Actions, 
which you might take more Liberty to commit in 
other Company. 

Take him for thy ſpecial Friend and peculiar 
Companion, who will be a conſtant Phylician, 
careful Tutor, and ſpiritual Benefaftor to thy 
Soul ; who wall be a tamiliar , tutelar, gzardiar 
Angel tothee : who will be (as [&,] one well ex- 
prelles it) an [&,] aſſiſtant Conſcience to thee : who 
will not fail ro perform that Office, which the be- 
nemm'd or ſleepy Conſcience within thee ſhall at any 
time negle't. Who will be as faithful a Adonior 
to thee , as thy own Conſcience ſhould be : Who dai- 
ly does ſo improve in Vertue, and Profit in Plety, 
that whenever he comes into thy Company, he wall 
give thee the great Pleaſure, not only of ſeen 
whom you would, - of ſeeing ſuch an one as you would : 
Who will be careful to [/} ſalute himſelf, before 
he viſits thee z and will ſurcly bring himſelf a great 
Gift to thee - (as [m] Seneca counſels his Friend 
Lucilws to order, compoſe, and carry himſelf to- 
ward him.) 

Chuſe ſuch Perſons for thy intimate Friends, who 
wi:l be Friends and Helps in the bet things to thee ; 
Friends in the concernments of the Lite to come ; 
that will prize and value, and on all occalions rea- 
dily ſhew ſome real Kindneſs ro thy Soul ;, that will 
obſerve thy Motions, and help to guide and dire 

thy 
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thy Actions ; that will have a conſtant watchful 
Eye upon thy Lite and Manners, and not willingly 
ſuffer thee to miſearry to Eternity, for want of 


careful looking atter. Acquaint and accompany 
with thoſe, in the enjoyment of whom you may 
enjoy ſomewhat of God himſelf;, and whoſe ſweet 
and gracious Converſe will be a little /mage of Hea- 
ven 9 you : Take thoſe for your Conlorts and 
Aſſociates here, with whom you may delire and 
hope to keep joytul Company for ever hereaf- 
ter» If we make any Reckoning of our Time, 
let us firſt make a good Choice of our Friends. 


2. And then 4 good Improvement of our Company 
and Society with them, Be prudent and pious in the 
Uſe, as well as in the Chozce of your Friends. Let 
not your Friendſhip be a meer nominal, formal, 
empty, juiceleſs thing, 

Let your ordinary Viſits to. your Friends be out. 
of Conſcience, as well as out of Courteſy : out of a 
real Deſign to do ſome Oſhce of Love, eſpecially 
to their Souls ;, and to bring ſome ſpiritual Advan- 
tage to them. 

[m]Time is commonly loſt by meer complemental 
Viſits, wherein no civil Buſineſs is diſpatch'd, no 
Service done tothe Bodics, Eſtates, or Souls of o- 
thers, 

Let Chriſtian Friends take heed eſpecially that 
they come not together of purpoſe to walte their 
Time in unſcaſonable, immeaſurable Play and 
Sport ; that they be not found notorioully guilty 

of ſpending commonly and cuſtomarily as many 
Hours in Play together, as if Gaming were, not 
their 
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their Recreation and Dtverſion, but their Trade and 
Profeſſion, their Calling and Occupation. Can 
this be reckond a well redeeming the Time in evil 
Daies ? Would not ſome of that Time be ſpent 
more fruitfully and comfortably in the Communi- 
cation of your Experiences, and the Obſervations 
you have made relating either to God's Word or 
Works ? or in reading together ſome ſele&t and 
ſeaſonable Scripture, or elſe ſome part of prattical 
Dromity, or good Morality, or uſeful Hiſtory ;, and 
In diſcourling and conterring thereupon, as you 
have Ability, and find Occalion ? 

Let not Cards and Dice {wallow up and devour 
the moſt of the Hours you ſpend together : Nor c- 
ver ſuffer any Friends and Companions to rob you 
of your Time, by [»:] yielding to them, and com- 
plying with them, when they unreaſonably exact 
of you to hold our with them m their Sports. It you 
perceive that any particular Game or Play does 
ſteal away your Heart and Time; *tis high time 
then rather to lay it quite aſide, than to ſutter ſuch 
Detriment by Continuarion oi the Uie of it. When 
By. Uſher, in his tender Years, was taught by 
ſome of his Friends to play at Cards, and found 
himſelf fo dehghred therewith, thar 1t not only 
took place of the Love of his Book, but began to 
be a Rival with the ſpiritual Partin him, upon ap- 

prehenton 


__ FP — * 
A te excrlateo peccati, [fs is Cluj | 
1 {Id OY THERE VEL Catia © 4 PET f ""{/ [| 
"= 4 : SS _ , : 
© + #144} 4 #\ 4k / LHTHICTS que r hates # ET , F, # | ' {il # £ # 
RT; JH 14S » 15 HOI ACEAT IEG fits 'F F 9 7 
BOLREGET. T7 neque 108011714 EL (T7 , 'T 14 
« ——— 4! AY AMiCys lignitff.e pri nn , 04/4 Mins © c 


apud GIC., AC Amit , 


476 Redemption of Time 


rehenſion thereof (as [] Dr. Bernard informs ys) 
he gave it over, and never played after, 

When Chriſtian Acquaintance meet together, 
let them be as uſeful and profitable, as helptul and 
beneficial, as holy and heavenly in their Diſcour. 
ſes as mey be : Tow may do more good by an. honef 
Hint, and a ſerious ſavoury Speech in Company, 
than it may be a Minifter may do by many Sermons, 

Labour to ſpiruualize and ennoble your Friend- 
ſhip, by making it a State of Love and Purity , an 
Opportunity and Advantage of amending and re- 
forming , of benefiting and bettering, one another, 

[0] Let ſuch as live either with or by one ano- 
ther, by ſolemn Compatt and Agreement (triftly and 
ſtrongly oblige one another ro take ſome ſpecial 
{piritual Care of one another?s Soxls ; This would 
be real ſpiritual good Neighbourhood ; an high 
Advancement , arich and gainful Improvement of 
Friendſhip. 

You that are Intimates and Familiars, look upon 
your ſelves as one another's * Keepers : Take 2 

| rang Charge one of another : t Naturally car 

or one another's ſpiritual State : || Watch over one 
another's Souls, 45 they that muit give account : al 
Account of one another, as well as of your ſelves : 
that you may do it with Foy, and not with Grief: Be 
(*) jealow over one another with a Godly Fealouſy, 
and ſhew your ſelves ſuch faſt Friends to one ano- 
ther*s Souls, as to do your belt to prevent one ano- 
ther's 11nning, and to promote the Work of Grace 
and Holineſs in one another's Hearts. Take Occa- 
1100 
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fon to warm not ſo much one another's Houſes, as 
one another*s Hearts, Viſit one another in the E- 
vening, meet. together, and confer one with another 
at lezſure howrs, and on daies of Recreation : 
* Speak often one to another, concerning the things 
that belong to the Peace of one another's Souls, and 
concern the Condition of the Church of Chrilt. 
Build up t one anuther on your moſt holy Faith, || Com- 
fort your ſelves together , and edify one another. 

(* ) Exhort one another daily, while it 1s called, To 
day ;, Let your Exhortation be mutual and reci- 
procal, frequent and continual , ſeaſonable and 
ſpeedy ; leſt any of you be hardened through the De- 
ceitfulneſs of Sm. Take the firſs Opportunity of 
dealing with thy Friend, as the caſe and need of 
his Soul requires, leſt Death remove him unexpe- 
(tedly out of the reach of thy Charity to all Eterni- 
ty. Conſider with thy ſelf, that ſhould thy Com- 
panion live longer, yet he may continue in the 
omiſſion of ſome Duty, becauſe you only purpoſe to 
pur him upon It. Ge, he may go on in the com- 
miſſion of ſome Sin, grow more and more in Love 
withit, and fall moreunder the Power of it, be- 
canſe you have only ſome thought and zntextion ro 
turn him from it. 

Support, preſerve and keep one another from 
falling z and, inthe Spirit of Meekyef, raiſe and 
recover, (1) reftore and (||) convert one another, 
when overtaken and fallen, in any degree and mea- 
ſure, either into Si, or Errour. * Hate not your 
Friend or Brother in your Heart : in any wiſe rebuke 
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your Neighbour, and never ſuffer Sin upon him, when 
you find him offending againſt God, or Man. And 
* if a-Friend or Brother ſhall plainly treſpaſs ag ainſt 
thee, go and tell . him hu Fault between thee and him 
alone : not ſeeming to reproach him, by chiding 
and reprehending him in publick ; nor offering to 
back-bite him, by talking privately to others againſt 
him. 

t Teach and admoniſh one another : and let it ap- 
pear that you prattiſe your own Precepts, and take 
your ſelves the Counſel you give to others : Follow 
Tertulliaws excellent Advice; [p] ſtrengthen your 
triendly Admomtion and Exhortation with the Au- 
thority of your own Converſation, that your want of 
Deeds may not make you bluſh at your own Words : and 
let me add, that your Friend and Companion may 
not neglect and reject your Sayings, becauſe he 
knows t0o well your Domegs : As oftentimes you 
thruſt away the good Light of a Candle, for the ill 
favour which the ſtinking T allow yields. Let none 
have reaſon to retort , and ſay, || Phyſician, heal 
thy ſelf: (* ) Thou which teacheſt another, teacheſt 
thor not thy ſelf ? What Mr. Herbert ſpeaks of Mi- 
niſters may be fitly accommodated to the Exhorta- 
tions and Admonitions of Chriſtian Friends ; 


[9 ] Doitrine, and Life, Colours, and Licht, in one 
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Doth vaniſh like a flaring thing, 
And in the Ear, not Conſcience, ring- 
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(1) Conſider one another to provoke unto Love,and to 


good Works ;, or, to [7] ſharpen or provoke [in 


one another ] Charity and good or laudable 
Works. You are apt to forget, and prone to ze- 


glett your ſelves : you have need enough of one ano- 


thers ſpiritual Care and Help: *cis necellary that 
others ſhould watch and oblcrve, incite and aſſiſt 
you ; be at ſome trouble , and take ſome pains with 
you : your owx and others Conlideration and Pro- 
yocation of you, is /ittle enoxgh to ſtir and move 
you : Ponder and [5] weigh "all Advantages that 
you can have one upon another, to excite and ex- 
timulate , to engage and quicken one another to 
the Exerciſe of Charity, and all Actions of Picty, 
whenſoever you find any thirg of fainting, or 
growing cold in one another. 

Search and enquire into one anothers ſp:ritual 
Eſtates : mind and Itudy the Caſes and Conditions 
of one anothers Souls ; the Carſes and Cures of 
one anothers ſpiritual Dittempers. Be very 1olt- 
citons for one anothers preſent and future Good : 
carefully conſult the ſpiritual Proſperity, ard eter- 
nal Welfare of one another. 

Conlider one another to provoke one another, 
not to Sin and Wickedneſs, to Vanity aud Folly, 
to uncertain Opinions, to Faction and Divition, to 

Siding and Party-taking, not to that which is high- 
ly provoking, but exceeding well-plealing to GO d ; 

not 
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not to Wrath, but to Love; not to Evil, but to 
Good Works. Conſider and provoke one another, 
not as the Devil conſiders and provokes Men by 
his Temptations; but as God conſiders and pro- 
vokes Men, who watches over us continually, pre- 
vents us daily with his Grace, ſtrengthens us a- 
gainſt Temptations, affords us his Counfel , in- 
ſtils many good Motions into our Minds, and of- 
ten incites and ſtirs us up to the Duties incumbent 
on us : And as Chri#t confider'd and provoked Sin- 
ners, when he was here on Earth, to Faith and 
Repentance, good Works and Obedience ; who 
went about doing Good ;, doing good to Mens Souls, 
as well as Bodies : who Pedly convers'd with 
them, frequently inſtructed them, affectionately 
exhorted them, powerfully preſs*d them, plainly 
reprov'd them, was grieved for the Hardneſs of 
their Hearts, lamented and wept over their Impe- 
nitency and Infidelity. 

Conſider thy Companion at ſuch a ſeaſon, when 
it is molt likely that he may conſider what you ſay 
ro him : Provoke him ro Good,. when in all proba- 
biltcy it may do moſt good. 

Remember to conſider and provoke one an- 
other in a ſeriow manner, Never offer to 
utter a few cold, dull, dead Words, between Feit 
and Earneſt ;, but earneſtly perſwade, and patheri- 
cally expoſtulate one with another ; and let one an- 
other plainly ſee that every Application does ariſe 
and proceed from Love and Compaſſion, and that ir 
is the Deſire of your Souls to ſave one another"; 
Souls. Let your Words be as * Goads (as the Wiſe 
Man ſpeaks) to prick one another forward in the 

way 
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way of Religion. Inſtead of detaining one another 
unueceſſarily from the Publick Aſlembly ,- ſtir »p 
one another with an holy Zeal, and ſay one to an- 
other in the Words of the Prophet, * Lee ws go 
ſpeedily ro pray before the Lord, and to ſeek, the Lord of 
Hoſts : I will go alſo. Be not Quench-coals, but as 
live Coals, begetting Heat inthoſe that are next 
you. Let Chriſtian Acquaintance uſe their utmoſt 
Endeayours to bring one another more acquainted 
with God, and with their own ſpiritual States 
and Conditions. Let Chriſtian Neighbexrs ſtud 
and endeavour to make one another gh to God. 
Let Chriſtian Tokg-fellows exhort and encourage one 
another to take ChriſPs Toke upon them, and to 
bear his Burden. Let Chriſtian Servants ſtir up 
one another to work, out their Salvation, to do the 
Buſineſs, and to finiſh the Work which their hea- 
venly Maſter has given them to do. 

Conſider , exhort, provoke one another, and 
look what becomes of all the Labour, Care and Pains 
that you take with any Friend or Acquaintance 
and if it obtain not at preſent its much deſired 
Fruit and Effet, yet be not diſheartened, nor 
[r] deſert your Duty, and give over this neceſlary 
Office and excellent Part of Friendſhip, though you 
find it difficult and uneaſy ; though you ſeem to a- 
ny carnal Friend as one that mocks, (as * Lot did 
to his Sons-in-law). t In Meeknefs inſtrutt thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves : || Reprove , rebukg » _ 

Ii wit 


—___—_ 


* Zech. 8. 21. 

[tr] Angor ifte, qus pro amico ſepe capiendus eff, non tantum 
valet, wt rollat $ vits amicitiam, non plus, quam wt virtues, 
gu14 monnullas curas, (5 moleſtias afferunt, repudientur. Lzls 
apud Cic. de Amic. 

* Gen, 19. 14. t aTim. 2.25, &4 2. | 1 The. 5,14. 
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with all long-ſuffering:which will be a becoming Imita- 
rien of God, who (you may remember) endured you 
with much long-ſuffering ;, who did not leave you to 
your ſelves, when you firſt rejected his: heavenly 
Admonition ; who called you often before 'you 
would hear, and often provoked you betore you 
would ſtir : who fufters tinful Men fo long, till at 
lalt he /xffers for his Swffermg : who is fo patient, 
till at laſt he loſes by his Patience : whoſe extream 
Patience (as Tertwllian excellently obſerves) ſtems 
to ['u]] detratt and derogate from his Power : for many 
bel:eve (ſaies he) that there 1s no Governonr of the 
World, becauſe they do net ſee him angry with the 
World, Patiently continue thy Gonſfideration and 
Careof thy Friends, for though they do not conli- 
der what you ſay at preſent, they may conſider it 
bereafter. Confider them, becauſe this will be 2 
comfortable Conſideration, that though you do no 
g20d upon them, yet you did your honelt, faithful, 
and beſt Endeavours tor do them good, and are 
therefore clear from their Blood, 

Think how greatly you will gaz in your own 
Experience by coniidering your Acquaintance, agd 
dealing in a ſpiritual way with them ; and how 
much you will kcjghten and ſtrengthen your own good 
Ajfect:ons, by exhorting, provoking, and exciting 
your Ft.cnds. by rubbing and chating your Com- 
pamions, you will rot.only get watmth into them, 
but wiil with the fame labour make your ſelves a 
great deal hotter than you were betore. The more 
you periiwade aad {tir up them to the Love and 

Fear 


— 


\*] Tt [ '4 feb; patients aetr1hat ; plrures eng Domimnn 
$4c1c9 non credant, 1,4 ſer ul 314511 $amd,n neſ tunt I ct, 
d: paticutia, 
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Fear of God, the more your own Heart. will be 
warmed and inhamed with the Lovye, and filled 
and polleſs'd with the Fear of God : The more 
you quicken and itir up them to good Works, you 
| wry Date will become much more ready ro every 
good Work, 

And as this will zzcreaſe and improve your own 
ſpiritual Gifrs and Graces, ſo it will eniarge your 
Foys and Comforts ;, and be matter of Satisiattion 
and Pleaſure to you, to ſee {one of their Souls ſpi- 
ritually proſper, whom you have taken a ſpecial 
care of, What a comfort will it be at laſt to con- 
lider, that you have done much good by con: dering 
your Ailoctates ; that by yowr conſideration of them 
you have brought them to conſider God and them- 
ſelves ;, that, under God, you have been the happy 
Inſtruments ot awakening, convincing , ſtrength- 
ning, and quickning your Acquzittance z of 
* gaming your Brethren ;, of gaining them to God, 
and gaining and endearing them more and more 
to your ſelves; and of laving lome precious Souls 
from Death, which are wore worih than the whole 
World 5 How will thcy be yuur ! Glory and Jey, 
and Crown of Rejoicing,, who thail coniets and ac- 
knowledg that you were the blefſed means ot working 
upon them, ard prevailing with them ; that, ##- 
der God, they ow their ſpiritual Light and Life, 
their Growth and Thriving in Grace, thcir Pro- 
greſs ard Proccqure in Faith and Holinets, their 
Stedfaltneſs and Advancement in Religion and Ged- 
lineſs to your care and pains with them, your com- 
paſſionate Conh:deration of them , and watchful 
Circumſpection ovcr them ? yea, wiil not this 1n- 

I1 2 creaſe 


* Mar. 18. 15. + 1 Thefl, x. 19, 20. 
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creaſe the Joies of Heaven, and heighten the Plea- 
ſures of Paradiſe to you, to meet with thoſe Ac- 
quaintance there, whom you were 4 means of helping 
thither, by prompting and encouraging them to 
do thoſe Works which are the way to the heavenly 
Kingdom. 

Conſider moreover, that your conſidering your 
Friends and Neighbours will be confederd and ac- 
cepted by God, though they ſhould never conſider 
any thing at all : that your Labour of Love ſhall not 
be in vain to your ſelves, though it ſhould be incf- 
feftual to others : Burt if by dealing wirhthem, you 
do ſomereal conſiderable good upon them ; that 
then very great will be your Reward in Heaven : that 
if you * rurn many to Righteouſneſs, you ſhall ſhine « 
the Stars for ever and ever - That if, from a Prin- 
ciple of the Fear of the Lord, you t ſpeak, often one 
co another, to animate one another to Faith and O- 
bedience, to Courage and Conitancy , the Lord 
will hearken, and hear it, and a Book, of Remembrance 
ſhall be written before him concerning it : and you ſhal 
be bus in that Day when he naketh up bus Jewels, | his 
peculiar Lot, Inheritance , choice Portion, chiet 
Treaſure, ] and he will ſpare you as a Man ſpareth hu 
own Son that ſerveth him. If you conſider one anc- 
ther for good, God will conſider you for good : 
If you provoke one another to Love, this will pro- 
voke God to love you for it : It you provoke your 
—_ to good Works, this will provoke 
God to.reward you as well as them, for all the good 
Works that are done by them, by means of yow 


Exhortations and [w] Examples. But if you pro- 
yoke 


_— 


. 
Dan 11. 3 + Mal. 4.16, 17: 
[w] Lu #oſcunque aligns exexmply [anita vita abrfieaverit, 
Cilla 1antis & pro rantis mircedem beates vile Terribut irons 4 Ct 


p10!, Aug. toln, 10, P. 209. Pais, 
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yoke not them to do good Works, you ſhall one 
Day be found guilty of all the evil Works done 
by them, which you might have hindred by any 
means, and any way prevented the Commiſſion of. 

Neglect not the ſerious Exhortation , loving 
Conſideration, and zealous Provocation one of 
another ; for ſurely when you come to die, your 
own Hearts will not condemn you for labouring too 
bard in the grand concernments of the Souls of your 
Friends, who are as * your awn Souls ; But you will 
be ready to challenge your ſelves for want of Care 
and Diligence in that Performance, and to grieve 
and mourn that you have been fo «/elcfs m2 your 
Friendſhip and Society ;, that you haye no berter 
improved Chriſtian Fellowſhip and Communion , 
no more awaken'd , quicken'd, comforted , and 
ſpiritually ſerved one another. 

Grudg not to beſtow a lurle Labour in watching 
over thy Friend and Neighbour ; this Work and 
Task will be quickly over. 

And take not amiſs anothers taking care of thee, 
Count the Chriſtian Rel:gion lovely and amiable, up- 
on this Conſideration, that it makes ſuch excellent 
and admirable Proviſion for the Welfare and Safe- 
ty of Souls, for the ſpiritual Security and eternal 
Felicity of the Profelilors of it. Prize and value 
the rich Mercy , and abundant Kindneſs of God to 
thee, that he ſhould appoint every Friend about 
thee to be a ſpiricnual Help tothee ; and make it 
part of his Office and Buſineſs to take care of thy Soul, 
And when you find any F riend faithful in the Exer- 
ciſe of his Duty, and Diſcharge of his Conſcience 
toward thee, blef God that he1is ſo; And be truly 

Ii 3 thank- 


* Deur, 13. 6. 
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Thankful to him alſo, for fo high an expreſſion of 
his charitable Atteflion : Let bis tincere and hear- 
ty Love to thee make him appear * good in thy ſight 
a an Angel of God, and caute his | Feet, as well as 
Face, to betruly [x] beautiful to thee. Never be 
provoked with an i Provecation agalnit the Perioy 

of a Friend, who ſharpens and provokes you with 
a good Provecation, Be not angry with any that proy 

voke you to Love; ner render evil for good tO tuch 

as labour to proveke you to good Works. 1t thy Friend 

and Companion rebuke thee, know how to accept a 

great Kindneſs ;, take his Love and Good-will well, 
and ſhew that thou haſt good Fleſh ro heal. Say with 

holy David, || Let the Righteow: ſmite me, it ſhall be 

a Kinazefi :, and let him reprove me, it ſball be an ex- 

cellent Oil which ſhall act break my Head, And reckon 

t/515 tO be one of the ſaddeſt Strokgs that God- tt 

flicts," tor God to ſay, (*) Let na Man ſtrove, no 

reprove another. Be io wite, and good nathr d, a 

to [ y] ſuffer a Word of Exhortation and Admoniuan 

from a truly loving Chriltian Friend. When 

thou art in Compuny with thy Friends, do (|) $ 

Benbadad”s Servant did in the Preſence of Ahab; 

aligemly obſerve whether any good thing will come 

from 


-—— —— - ——— 


” 1 Sam 29.9. ft Rom. 10 15, 

[ Y Qugd t,ron al {urdum, qud a «elrdhar winltis ir anime 
rela, FTSX71.,5 ut Shoridy KL «d:fucio, Fs veſtitu Caltm put Crs 
Boris 5 Anh Hen vartniepradilo, a 47:4) el am1 CE, Vc! ( 
ita decdrn ) redamare poſfir, nen Actgol m Wdeleſfuri, Nihil off 
enim remuntratione beneyolentie, mil vacrJituarne ſtaduorum, 
efficrarnimoue jucind ty. ,. Lal. apud Cic. de amic, 

. PC :41. 5. (*) Hol. 4. 4 

[ 5] Plurim! m an amicitia amicoriam lene [uadentinm Va- 
[ext SAI 4, 64-4462 ad bibtitur ad HICH CH 1H HOM moad A} Ore 
is fed cram acruer [t res poſtulatit :& auterit.tts adbitine pi 
rear, Id.l.  (F) I kings 20. 23, 
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from any, and haftily catch it, Shew thy ſelf much 
pleaſedand delighted with any good Duſcourſe_that 
is ſtarted, and labour to keep it up and maintazrn it. 

But know, that if now thou refuſe!t to hearken 
to the Counſels, and follow the Advices, and ſub- 
mit * thy ſelf to the Reproofs and Reprehenſions 
of prudent, pious, Chriltian Friends ; and art rea- 
dy to ſtrive again#t all their earnelt paſlionate Stri- 
vings with thee z then they that contended and 74- 
boured in vain with thee here, ſhall ſurely-++puds 
thee at Laſt Day, and bring in Evidence and Te- 
ſtimony againſt thee; that they - would have bealed 
thee, and thou wouldſt not be healed; that they, by 
all means, would” have helped thee to Heaven, and 
thou wouldſt haft and hurry to Hell. 


* Eph. 5.21, + x Cor. 6.2. || Jer. $1. 9. 
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The eleventh Direftion, 


If we would earneſtly redeem the Time, we mult 
remember and conſider, perform and anſwer our ſolemn 
Sacramental Vows, Occaſional Promiſes, and Sickebed 
Reſolutions. 


1. Our ſolemn Sacramental Vows. 


(1.) Our Promiſe and [4a] Vow made in Baptiſm, 
Which Promiſe made by Perſons baptized when a- 
dult, or of full Age, is called (as ſome underſtand 
and interpret that Place) the ſtipulation or * an- 
ſwer of a good C _ towards God. 

At the time of our Infant-Baptiſm, we were de- 
dicated to the Service of God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſolemnly entred into a ſacred Co- 
venant. Then we indented and engaged to re- 
nounce the Devil, the + Ruler, || Prince, and (*) God 
of this World; And all bis Works : All that the Devil 
labours by any means to ſet us about and employ 
us in : But eſpecially and principally all thoſe Sins, 
which carry particularly the ſtamp and charatter, 
the image and reſemblance of Satan upon them, and 
have (t) from the beginning been practiſed by him; 
ſuch as Pride, Lying, Slandering, Malice, Envy, 

Kil- 


— 


[4] Of the Vow of Baptiſm, ſee Dr. Hammena's Pratt. Cat. 
]. 6. the latter part of ſe. 2, and 3. And his notions contracted 
in the VVhole Duty of Man, partit. 2. par- 33, &c. 
* xPet. 3.21, + Eph. 6. 12, &2-2, | Joh. 12 31. 
(*) 3 Cor.q. 4 (4) Job. 8. 44- 
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Killing and Deſtroying, Tempting and Soliciting 
others to Sin : We covenanted exprelly to abandon 
and abomine all Dzabolical Works; And to forſake 
and diſclaim the Pomps and Vanities, or Pompous 
Vanities ; the profane Spettacles, the Luxury, the 
oltentatious vain-glorious Bravery of this wicked 
World : To abhor and avoid the evil Company, 
and to reſiſt the applauded vile vicious Cuſtoms, 
and popular Temptations of the World : Totake 
care ot to accompany the Ungodly in their Sins: 
To deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lyſts ; and all the 
ſinful Delires,” Atfeftions, Appctites of the Fleſþ i 
to abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, and from all the Works 
of the Fleſh : to make no proviſion for the Fleſh, 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof : To endeavour to mo- 
derate and ſubordinate all our Deſires to the Will 
of God : Andby God's Grace, and under the influ- 
ence of Divine Ajiſtance, according to our Abilities, 
obediently to keep Gods boly Will and Commandments ; 
and not only to take a few Steps, but to walk tn the 
ſame ; and that not only for a wrt, or a few dares, 
but all the daies of our Lives. 

And ſince we came to years of Diſcretion, and 
were of age ſufficient to uſe our Reaſon, and at 
underſtandinglyz we have perſonally owned, open- 
ly and deliberately confirmed our Baptsſmal Vow, 
taken the obligation i our own names ;, by attual 
conſent yielded and reſigued, devoted and deliver- 
ed up our ſelyes to become the teachable tractable 
Diſciples, the ready and voluntary Servants of the 
bleſſed Trinity : Now to make this grand Promiſe 
good , were to redeem the Time indeed. Let's 
never offer, or dare to live, as if we had been ini- 
tiated in the impure Myſteries of the Heathen ; as 
if we had been baptized in thename of Bacchus, or 
Venu ;, baptized in the very DeviPs name, devoted 
£9 
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to his Drudgery, and deeply engaged againſt God, 
and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit ; againtt the Goſ- 
pel and Godlineſs ; againſt the Members of Chriſt, 
and the People of God : But look and ſee we live 
as thoſe, who did fo early and fo folemnly dedi- 
cate our ſelves, Souls, Bodies, and Intereſts to 
God; and vow to give our Time and Opportuni- 
ries to his Service. Weare in Juſtice obliged to 
keep this Promiſe, to pay this Yow ;, which if we 
fail to do, we are miſerably perjured and for- 
ſworn. 
* (2.) And then for the other Sacrament, that of 
the Lord*s Supper ; In our preparations 'for the re- 
ceiving of it, we have, it may be, ſearched and 
tried, proved and examined our ſelves ;, inquired 
into our hearts and waies ; taken ſpecial notice of 
many paſlages of our miiled Lives, and mi{-ſpent 
Time; feriouſly conſidered our many partial Co- 
venant-breaches ;, renew®d and repeated onr Baptif- 
mal-contrait with God, and our Lord Jeſvs Chriſt ; 
determined to mortify thoſe hateful Sins which 
crucihed our Saviour ; ſetled our purpoſes of re- 
turning to our Duty with greater care aud dili- 
gence than ever ;, ſtrengthned and reinforced our 
Covenant of reforming-our Lives, and redeeming 
our Time;3-'and refolved upon a ſtrifter Obſer- 
vance of God's Laws, for the reſt of onr daies: 
And at every time of our participation of the holy 
Communion, we' openly offer*d,, and publzckly preſent- 
ed ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies, to be a reaſonable, 
holy, and lively Sacrifice unto ' God: O let's remem- 
ber, and:/tand t» our Word ;, and take care, in God's 
Fear, through Chriſt ſtrengthning us, to perform the 
Covenant we have {0 often ratified, and frequently re- 
Iterated, © 


C4 2. And 


provi 
ly pre 
was t 
Mini 
ſome 
comy 


a good Duty in evil Dates. 491 


2. And then. again; When God hath rouſed 
and ſtartled us by ſome awakening Ordinance, or 
Providence : When ſome * Son of Thunder has plain- 
ly preach'd as if Death were at our backs (which 
was the Charafler King James once gave of a lively 
Minifttr that preached before himſelf) Or when 
ſome affeftionate zealous Ambaſſadow of Chriſt, 
coming to us in the Spirit of St. Paul, has ſo con 
vincingly: reaſon'd of the Fudgment to come , and 
brought_hts Diſcourle ſo cloſe ard home to our ve- 
ry Cenfezences, as to cauſe usto rromble again, with 
Feliz. we then came to ſudden Relolutions, and 
ſpeedy- Purpoſes of Emendation of our Waies. 

O1z when at any time God has caſt us upon Beds 
of Sickpefl, brought us tothe very brink of Death, 
the very Mouth of the Grave ': when Friends and 
Phyſicians have been doubiful of our Lives ; whey 
all cyr own Hopes of Life ſickned and died ;, when 
our Souls; have almoſt fat upon our Lips; O then 
what { 4] far and large Promiſes ,, and {pecious 
gocdly Reſolutions have we made, 1t God ſhould 
ever reſtore us, lend longer Lite to us, and ryand 
graft ue once agamn, to become new Men, to turn ©- 
ver avew. Leaf, to lead a new Life, to improve 
our T ime to all poi, ble Advantage,todo God more 
Service in a Day, than we did him in a Afonth be- 
fore ? 


Have 


—— ———__———— —— 
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* Marx 3. 17. 
[4] Ss tude corriphar, fo dens 
a ] 51 441 qua nos agritudo corriprat, fs ſigns eagritudins Yi- 
einam mortem denuncientys indutias vivends QHAT: 100, ur pec- 
cat4 noſtra d fleamus, I tas cum magno (his deſideris j etimmey 
ow acceptas moilg pro mbnls habemw. Iregor. Homil, 12, 10 
- ang, 
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Have we not been ſometimes ſo ſick, that we 
verily concluded we were really ſeized by the 4. 
reſt of Death, and ſeemed to hear God ſaying to ug 
in particular, * Give an account of thy Stewardſhiq ; 
for thou maieſt be no longer Steward : and thought of 
nothing but the tolling of the Bell, and expetted 
(ſome of us) that the ſeveral parts of us within a 
few daies, or hours, ſhould be ſhared and divided 
between the Grave and Hell? Then we experien- 
ced in our ſelves Philoſophantes metus, & egre forty 
ne ſanaconſilia : (to uſe the elegant expreſſions of 
the moſt ingenious [b] Moraliſt) Then our Fears 
read Lettures of Philoſophy, [ Leftures of Divinity) 
to us ; and the ſad and {orrowful circumſtances of 
dick, and declining, and dangerous condition, 
did miniſter ſalutary Counſels and healthful Advices 
to us. Let's recolle&t and remember, what- were 
our ſerious ſecret Thoughts, the inward workings 
of our Hearts, the lively ſtirrings of our Conſcien- 
ces ; yea our open Confeſſions, free Profeſſions, 
and large Promiſes and Proteſtations at ſuch « time 
.a45 that. 

Men are too commonly of a Temper much like 
that of Nevelws in Martial, of whom we find there 
this [c] Charatter, that when he was ſecure = 

proſ- 


G——” 


* Lukes. 2. 
\b) Sen. ep. 94. in fine. 
Nam _— inter ſe cContraria ſont, bows fortuna, Of mens 
_ : 814 mtlits in mls ap 111144 . ſecund as rectum auf. runt, 
id, 
(c] Securo mbil eff te, Nevole, pejow ; todem 
Sollicrto mhbil eff, Nevole, te meling, Oc, 
= E(to, Nevole, ſollicitns, 
Martial 1 4. Epigr. 83- 
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oſperous, none was more arrogant and inſolent ; 
bur when he was ſolicitous, and preſs*d with care, 
nonewas more modeſt and humble, and of berrer 
condition and carriage than he. 

We generally appear ſenſible and ſerious, ready 
to reform, and forward to enter into Vows and 
Engagements, in Affliction and Adverſity, in grie- 
yous Calamities and deep Dilſtreſles ; and to do 
this eſpecially, when confin'd to our Chambers by 
malignant Diſtempers , violent or painful Diſ- 
eaſes z and forced by Sicknels to take, and to keep 
our Beds, 

Plinius Secundus writing to his Friend Maximus, 
acquaints him with this obſervation of his ; The 
late languiſhing Condition of a Friend of mine taughs 
me thus much, ſais he, that we are uſually [4] beit 
when we are ſick, and weak: for what infirm ſick, Perſon 
s amorous or laſciviou,, ambitious of Honour, or cove- 
tows of Riches ? How little ſoever ſuch a Perſon poſſeſ- 
ſer, he reckons he has enough, becauſe he ſuppoſes he 
muſt ſhortly relinquiſh whas ever he has. Then a Man 
remembers that there is a God, ſaies he, and that be 
himſelf s but a Man : Then he envies, admires, de- 
ſpiſes no body : then he does not hearkgn to, nor feed up- 
on uncharitable Diſcourſes : nor is he malicious, or 
injurious to any : but only deſigns, if he ſhould con- 
tinue longer in the World, to lead an innocent and 4 
happy Life. And he ends that notable Epiſtle with 
this very wiſe and wholſome Counſel; Whar Philo- 
ſophers endeavour to deliver in many Words and Voe 


lumes :. 


— 
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4] Optimes efſe nos dum infirm ſums, * Ot ta'ts elſe ſunt 
priſeveremmus, qnalts nu futuros profiiemmr firms. Pin, 1 7, 
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 lames ;, that I may thus briefly bint , by way of Tuftry. 


tion, to thee, andto my ſelf, laies he ; * That we con- 
rinue to be ſuch when we are well, as we promiſe we will 
be when we are ſick, When Sigs{mund the Emperour 
enquired of the Biſhop of Colen what he ſhould do 
to be happy eternally ; he only adviſed him to take 
care to live, as he promiſed to do the laſt time he had 
the Gout or Stone, 

Oler's but pay our Sick-bed Vows, and we ſhall 
redeem the Time indeed. Let's be the [_e] ſame 
when our Att:ons are ſeen, as when our Words are 
beard. Ler's never ofter , when we recover our 
Health and Strength, to reſume our o/d-acquaintance 
Sans, or to * turn again to Folly, 

Did we but anſwer our ſacred Yows, and ſolemn 
Promiſes, we ſhould no longer be expenlive and 
waſteful of our pretious Hours : We thould not 
be [ f ] alwaies beginning to lrve, but ſhould live in- 
deed and in good earnelt : We ſhould in r:me make 
ſo ſure of a bleſſed Eternity, that we ſhould never 
more have cauſe to fear either Sickneſs, Death, the 
Grave, or Hell. 

The 


_— I, 


[e] Iſle promiſſmm ſuum implevit, qus © cum vides ihhum, 
(hn audias, rdem eff, Sen. ep. 78. 

* Pl.v5. 8 

[_/ ] Inter Cetera mala, hoc quoque habet ſtultitia proprium, 
ſemper mmciput vavere, Epicurs diftum 4d Seneca laudatum, 
ep. 13 

Conſidera quam feds fit hominum levitas, quetidie nova vite 
fundimenta pontniinm,nivas ſpes etiam in txitu mchoantium, 
Id. iv, 

Male vrvunt qus ſemper vivere anciprunt 7 quid /empe is 
1mperfett a va'a eff, Non joreſt autem ſtare pal al 6 Ak HOY - 
tem, qus modg encepit vivere, 44 agendum eſt, W?! [61s VIxrt- 
mis: nemohg putaty qui ordetur chew MAxinie vitam, 1d. 
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The twelfth and laſt Direftion. 


If we would effeftually redeem the Time, we 
aſt not give way to any Delay, but ſtrengthen and ſer- 
tle our Reſolution againſt any farther Procraſtination. 

* Know the Time of thy Viſitation : + know in this 
thy Day the things which belong unto thy Peace, || Seek. 
the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he 
near, (*) Acquamt now thy ſelf with God. (+) A- 
gree with thine Adverſary quickly, whilſt thou art m 
the Way with him, (\| ) Flee from the Wrath to come < 
Not go, nor run, but flee. * Flee for Refuge to lay 
hold upon the Hope ſet before you : as of old, the un- 
witting and unwilling Man-ſlayer was wont to ha- 
ſten to rake hold upon the Horns of the Altar, and 
tot flee for ſafety to a Santtrary, or City of Refuge, 
when hotly purſued by the enraged Avenger of 
Blood. Be ble to ſay with holy David, || I made 
[a] haſte , and delayed not to keep thy Commanaments. 

Where the Propher exprelics it both affirmatively 
and negatively, and ſo the more Emphatically, after 
the manner of the Hebrews, to ſhew his promptitude 
and readineſs, ſpeedine(s and quickneſs; in [6] 
con:pariſon of thoſe dull and lazy Procraſtinators, 

who 


_— 


Cw 


s Luke ny. 44. | Verſcqa2. | If, 55. 6. Vie zz. n. 
(*) Jobzz 21. (i) Mar. 5.25. (||) & 3.7. 
* Heb. 6.18. + Exvd, 23. 13, Num. 35. 6, Deur. 4. 41; 
Pf. 119. 60 
{4) .-- Pro; rat wroere nem ſal. 
Martial-t. I>Þigre 95. 
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who come not at all, or come but ſoftly and ſlow. 
ly to God. And [c] though the Words ſpeak of 
the time paſt, yet (as Calvin obſerves) they note a 
continual att : I made haſte and delayed not ; and 
I ſtill make haſte, and now do not delay to keep 
thy Commandments. Remember, how Abrahan 
roſe up early in the Morning, and without objecting 
or diſputing, or letting (lip the firſt opportunity, 
was ready to offer, and forward to ſacrihce his on- 
ly Son, at God's command. (Gen. 22, 3.) And 
how Chriſt's Diſciples, at his firſt Call, :mmedig- 
ly left their Nets, the Ship and their Father, and fal- 
| An him. (Matth. 4. 20, 22.) And take Exam- 
ple by the wiſe Merchant in the Parable, who dif- 
patch*d his necellary buſineſs immediatly, without 
cunCtation or delay : The account there given of 
him is expreſs'd all in the preſent Tenſe; He * poeth 
and ſelleth all that he hath, and buyeth the Fidy in 
which the Treaſure was hid. t While you have op- 
portunity, do good to your ſelyes, and do good to 
all, Let me lay to you A and Op- 
portunity, as Boaz. ſaid to his Kintman concernin 
the Land, || If you wall redeem it, redeem it : Stan 
no eager dallying and trifling in a matter that re- 
quires haſte and ſpeed. For here conſider, 


1. The ſooner, the better. "Tis better, 


(1.) Inreſpett of God. 
(2.) Ofour ſelves. 


(1.) 


[c] Quanquam verbs ſunt preterits remporys contiwnum 14- 
men aftum uotant, Ibid. 
» Yau), mA, deat a, Mat. 13. 44+ 
t Kauggy FyovTHS » Gal. 6. 19, 
| Ruth 4.4» 
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(1.) The ſooner we redeem the Time, the bet- 
Merit 45 in reſpec of God: for God is abundantly 
more honoured , and better ſervd by it. 

He is more honoured by it. - Our making haſte to 
redeem the Time, prevents the doing of much Dsſ- 
honour, which by great and groſs mis{pence of our 
Time would many waies be caſt upon God ; by 
our affronting his Authority, continuing in open 
Rebellion againſt him, breaking his holy and righ- 
teous Laws, abuling, his Creatures, and miſemploy- 
ing his Gifts from day to day. And more than i, 
It aZually and poſitively does much honour to him, as 
itis a ready, preſent, obedient Anſwer to Gods 
Call, who cries, * To day; while it ts called, to day: 
Anda real demonſtration, and high expreſſion of 
our ardent Love and hearty AﬀeCtion to him, and 
his Laws, and Wazes : and an open and conltant 
Fuſtification of their Equity, Bonity, Suavity and A- 
mability, in the eye of the World. And it is no 
ſmall Honour done to God, that by making haſte, 
and not delaying, we devote the bei# of our Time 
to him, and. put him not off with the yery dregs 
and refuſe. 

And further yet ; as God is more honoured, ſo he 
is much betrer ſerved by it. The more haſte we 
make to redeem the Time, we ſhall be the better 
diſpoſed, more adapted and fitted for the Service of 
God ; become more meer Veſſels for our Maſter's 
Uſe : and not only acquire greater Ab:liries, but 
meet with larger, more frequent and various Op- 
portunizies of doing God faithful and acceptable Ser- 
vice. The ſooner we enter in, the longer we ſhall 

k 
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labour in our Lord's Vineyard, and do the more 
work for our Heavenly Malter. 


(2.) The ſooner we redeem the Time, the bet- 
ter it 15 in reſpetÞ of our ſelues. *Fis more honourable, 
more pleaſurable, more profitable to doit ſooner than 
later, 

1. It is more honourable to haſten , and not to de- 
lay : for this is a Sign that our Atts and Deeds are 
free and voluntary, not forced and conſtrained : 
Fhat what we do in Religion, we do of good wil 
and choice, On a Sick, or Death-bed, a Man is ſca- 
red into a ſudden and wnchoſen Piety, and frighted 
tnto fits of involuntary Devotion. He that never ſets 

himſelf toredeem his Time, til-a mighty Fear for- 
cibly drives and impelk him to it ; till hefinds he 
approaches and draws near to the Gates of Death 
and Hell, and is ready to give up his #nready and un- 
allowable Accounts ' to the great and righteous 
Judg ; This Man afts diſhonourably, for he does no- 
thing out of di/affettion to his Sms; nothing at all 
for the Love of God; and for the ſake of Yerte. 

But it is an Honour and a Credit to a Chriſtian, to 
redeem the Time by his own Elefion, and to att 
yu God out of a free and ingenuone Principle of 

oVE. 

2. The more haſte- we -make to redeem the 
Time, it is {0 much the more pleaſurable to us : For, 
if we take up ChriſPs Burden betimes, we ſhall ac- 
count it a light Burden : Vſe will alleviate it to 
us. If we enter early into God's Service, we ſhall 
more eaſily reckon his Service perfett Freedom, The 


ſooner we turn our Feet unto God's Feſtimonies, we: 


ſhall run 'the way of them- with more Freedom. 
The ſooner we addreſs and apply our ſelves to the 
keeping of God's Commandments, ws ſhall bring 


Our 
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our felves with ſo munch /e/s pains torkeep them, 
and ſhall taite more Sweernef in our Obſervance of 
them : We ſhall not meet with fuch Difficulties 
when we {etupon the: Work, nor have ſo great 
and'vaſt Prejudices againſt God's Laws and Wales 
foremoye ; ſuch ſtrong Biaſſes to {intul Courſes ta 
knock off, feh-grown and radicated finful Habirs 
to root out: We ſhall enter intothe Way of God's 
Commandments, and' fall upon the Prattice of 
piety with leſs reluCtancy and contranitency : and 
the longer we* have walked in the holy Path, 
the better we ſhall like-i : the longer we have kepc 
the Divine Precepts; the more we (hail experience 
the Goodneſs, and'tind-and feel the Comfort of them : 
and fo ſtill be more and more pleafed and fatished 
with rhem, and- delighted in them. 

3. I he more hatte we make to redeem the T ime, 
it wi!l prove the more prefirable and beneficial to us : 
We ſhall get the more Grace, the more Peace here ; 
and 2 grezter reward of Glory hereafter. 

The more we ſhall get of God"s Grace, Grace is 
encreaſed by degrees: and this is the Adethod of the 
Divine Wiſdom, for God ordinarily to give out 
his Grace as a help and encouragement tO uſefulneſs 
and Diligence ; a Reward and Remuneration of it. 
God does not uſe to communicate his Grace to 
drouſy, ſleepy, idle; lazy Loerers ; but to impart 
Itto waking and ſtirring, ative and buſy Perſons : 
Habents dabitur. * Unto every one that hath, and 
induſtriouſly uſeth what he hath, in a faithful in- 
provement of his Time, and trading with his Ta- 
lents; to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abiu;- 
dance, The more work, we do, the more ſtrength 
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and Grace we ſhall receive : and therefore lets 
early be up, and qu.ckly be.doing, 

Again 3. The ſooner we doredeem our Time, 
the more peace we ſhall have, as well as the more 
Grace. An early painful, a conſtant laborious Chri- 
ſtian muſt needs be ordinarily a comfortable Chri. 


ſtian. ['d] Some degree of comfort attends and fol- 
lows every good Attzon, as Heat accompanies Fire, and 
as Beams and Influences iſſue from the Sun: and m 
degrees of comfort will certainly uſually accompany 
many good Actions. The more we haſten to redeem 
our T ime as we ought, we ſhall the ſooner attain 
to a high degree of Probability, and a comfort able Aſ- 
ſ«rance of our Jultification and Right to Salvation, 
But as long as we wilfully waſte our Time, and 
miſ-ſpend our Hours ; ſo long we ſhall be troub- 
led with diſquieting Do»brs, and perplexing Fears, 
* There © no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked; 
ſaies the Prophet : But t great Peace have they which 
love thy Law ;, faies David: which love it 1o well, 
asto make very great halte to keep it. 

Once more ; Asthe ſooner we redeem our Time 
and Opportunities, the more Grace and Peace we 
ſhall ger here ; ſo we ſhall receive a greater Reward 
of Glory hereafter. God will remunerate us accor- 
ain; to our Works : The more we have done for 
him, the more we ſhall receive from him. The 
more a@ts of Obedience we have performed, we 
ſhall be recompenſcd with the higher Degree of 
heavenly Glory. The ſooner you do it, ſo much 
the better. That's the firlt. 


Con- 


— — 


[4] Se. Dr. $i. bs": P:efaceto the Soul's Confli. 
* if. 57. 24. 4 ÞI1 1:9 1G, 
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Conſider, 

(2.) We mult make haſte, and not delay to re- 
deem the Time, becauſe they that make moſt haſte 
to redeem it, do find they have work, enough to fill 
up al their Time, and take up all their Daies and 
Hours. The Well- doing the buſineſs of Religion 
will fully employ us all our life long, "Tis a ltrange 
thing, for any to think that the work of a Day, of 
an Hour, of an Inſtant, which Wiſdoms Children, 
the moſt underſtanding People of God, think a 
whole Life little enoughfor. Do you dream of belie- 
ving In an Inſtant, of repenting in an Inſtant ? Re- 
pentance has many Atts and Exerciſes belonging to 
it. To remove and expel long contracted habits 
of Sin,to arrive to a confirmed ſetled ſtate of Good- 
neſs, to give an Example of Chriſtian Graces in 
all Relations and Conditions of Life ; certainly 
theſeare things that require a large and very con- 
ſiderable tratt of Time, and cannot be crouded into 
a narrow Room, 

If we do but conſider, that they that have en- 
tred the moſt early into the Service of God, ard 
havedone many Years work for God, do acknow- 

themſelves, even after the pains ; and induſtr y 

ofa or forty Tears Piety to be but very imper fett 
Chriſtians: It the molt devour, religious Perſons, 
after their uſing fo much Diligence, do find art laſt 
ſo much Indevotion and Mnbolinefs in themſelves , 
many bad reliques of Selfiſhneſs, Worldlineſs, Pride, 
and Pallion , many imitial exceſſes in Meats and 
Drinks , much C oldnef and Deadnef in holy Du- 
ties, much Slacknef and Remiſneſ in the waies of 
Godlineſs ; ſome ſtrong Temptations , which, ſome- 
times ſhake them, and are ready to foil and over- 
bear them ; ſome Weakneſſes and Untowardnelles, 
KK 3 which 


402 Redemption of Time 
which they can never free themſelves wholly from : 
If we well and ſerioully conſider this, we ſhall be 
forced to confeſs, that the Redemption of Tame, 
and Buſineſs of Religion, 1s not'to be delaicd and 
Put off to be a late, much leſs the 1a## Work to be 
done by a Chyiltan. 


(3.) Ve muſt make haſte, and not delay to 
redeem the Time ;, for 


Unmporthy and diſingenuons. 
De!.es are 4 Har ardom and dmgerots, 
CFoohſh and unreaſonable, 


* LRRReS { 1. In reſpett of God. 
I. UVErtAy 72.1n reſpe:t of eur ſelves, 


1. Unworthy in reſpect} of God. Every Delay of 
the Redemption of our Time for God's Service, it 
4rgues our want of Reſpet, our lack of Aﬀection 
and Zove to God : It ſhews we prefer our Sms be fore 
bim, * What an worthy thing 1s it, that we 
fhould put God eff, who ſhould be ſerved in the fir# 

ice by us, if we had Chriftianity, or Reaſon? 
That we ſhould ever expect to receive the Reward 
of Eternal Life, and unconceivable Happineſs from 
him, and yer gradg to devote the few Laies of this 
gemporal Life to him ? That we ſhould refuſe to 
give our £ced Dates to God, and ſtrongly preſume 
that God at la(t will be contented, well-pleaſed 
and ſatisfied with the weak, and faint, and ficky 
. Service of thoſe evil Daies, which we our {elves 
f ſhall ſay we have no pleaſure in ? What a diſinee- 
77.004 
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mou thing is it,, not to go to God till we cannot 
tell whither to go ? Juſt as Men go into an Hopr- 
ral, when they apprehend they are quite uſeleſs; 
and find themſelves utterly diſabled to do any 
Work, and wholly unht for Labour and Service ? 
What baſeneps is it to deal worſe with God, than 
fair condition'd and ingenuons Men deal one with an- 
other ? * Say not untothy Neighbour, ſaies Solomon |, 
Say not unto God, ſay { ; Goy and come again, and 
to morrow I will give ;, when thou hast it by thee, Thou 
haſt thy Endeavyours, and thy Heart and Aﬀections 
more by thee now, than thou art likely to have here- 
after : and therefore do not caulleliy and tritling- 
ly put God off The t Wages of an hired Servant, 
were not to abide with an 1ſrarlit;ſh Maſter all Night 
until the Morning. Nor may we defer the Pay- 
ment of the Deb. which we all ow to our great 
Landlord, when it is at preſent juſtly demanded, 
and he cannot #n honoxr remit, or torbear it. Shall 
we unworthily and wickedly oppoſe our Wills to 
the Wiſdom and Will of God, who beit under- 
ſtands what is the fitteſt Time, and has Right to 
appoint, and Authority to determine the T:me of 
our Work, as well as the Work it felf. When God 
ſo plainly faies, To day ; Is it meet for us to lay, To 
morrow ? Shall we continue to delay, when we 
promile ſo often to break off our Delates ? Shall 
we make God wait, who ſo pathetically calls, and 
cries, | O that there were ſuch an Heart in them! 
(*) When ſhall it once be ? *Tis unworthy to deal 
worſe with God than we would deal with Aer, 


K K 4 ; But 
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But how highly unworthy is it to deal terſe with 
God, than we have dealt with Sm, and with the 
Dew himſelf? Tocome on in the Service of God 
as ſlowly as a Snail, when we uſed to * twrn to our 
ſinful courſes as eagerly and violently as the Horſe 
ruſheth into the Battel? To deny God continually 
what he requires, and reaſonably expects ; when 
we have ſo frequently ſatisfied and fulhlled the De- 
fires of the Fleſh, and not once ſaid Nay to the Des 
vil's Temptations? To linger, and delay to keep 
God's Commandments, who have made the greatelt 
haſte and ſpeed, and neverin the leaſt delayed to 
do the Zuſts and Works of the Devil ? 

Once more ; What ſhameful Unworthinef is it, 
to deal worſe with God, than God himſelf deals with 
#? When we ſtand in need of God, God makes 
no unneceſlary Delay, Chri#t is repreſented as 
} commy leaping upon the Mountains, and kipping up- 
on the Hills. [e) When the Time of Deliverance 
1s come, Chri## makes haſte, and rejoiceth to ſave : 
and no Moumains nor Hills, either of Sin or Msſery 
can ſtop him : And ſhall we ſecretly juſtify, main- 
tain and plead for our Delaies, by objefting the 
many Mountains of Difficulties that ſtand in the 
waics of Chriſt's Commands ? When at any time 
we want any thing, it does not content and ſatisfy 
us that God at lait will give us the Mercy, but we 
are impatzent t11] he does it : We are ready tocry 
with David, || O Lord, make baſte to help me : make 
no Farrying, O my God. We would beloth to be 
ſerv'd ſo by God, as we do uſually ſerve God, When 
God himlelf has nodelight to put #« off, what un- 

worthinefs 


* Jer. 8.6, 4 Cant 2.8, 
ſe] Bp, Reyn. inloc, * 
ſ Pf, 49, I3, 17» 
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worthineſs is it for any of us to find in our Hearts 
to put God off, 

God makes indeed many great and 'very long 
Delaics, with relation to the Execution of his Judg- 
ments : But here it is highly diſingenuons for ws to : 4 
lay , becauſe God delaies. 1s it not anindication of 
an ill Nature, a plain diſcovery of a bad Temper, for 
any to defer their Repentance, becauſe God defers 
their Puniſhment ? and by prolonging: and length- 
ning out our Diſobedience, to make God ſuffer from 
w, becauſe we do not ſuffer from him ? What wret- 
ched baſeneſs is it to take liberty and encouragement to 
continue ſtill in an evil way, and run on preſum- 
ptouſly in a courſe of Sin, becauſe God is merciful, 
patient and long-ſuffering, and * Sentence againſt an 
evil Work, ts not executed ſpeedily ? whenas the Good- 
neſs and Patience of God ſhould lead and oblige us 
to ſpeedy Repentance ;, And nothing in the World 
can poſlibly appear more «»becomng, and a more 
ungrateful return to the Kindneſs of Heaven, than to 
be boldto be evil, becauſe God is good. What can 
be more contrary to all Ingenuity, than to ſay in your 
Hearts, and ſignify in your Lives, (though [yon 
will not ,for ſhame ſpeak, ont ſuch a thing)that you 
earneſtly deſire to have ſome further Time afford- 
ed you to live in Sin, and offend God, yet a while 
longer, by abuſing his Mercies and diſobeying his 
Commands ; and when all 1sdone, toreceive at laſt 
a general Pardon, upon a ſhort and ſleght Repentance 
and Confeſſion ; and without the 7rowble of a hol 
Life, or taking any pains in working out your Saf. 
vation, to be freely and fully made Partakers of the 
Riches and Treaſures of Mercy and Glory ? 

Shall 
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Shall we ſhew our ſelves ſo monſtrouſly diſingenu.. 
ow, as to delay to repent and obey ; when inthe 
caſe of his Judgments, God is ſo gracious as to de- 
lay : Burt in the caſe of his Mercies he is ſo kind as 
not to delay to give what he ſees we are fit to re- 
ceive * 


2. Delaies are unworthy #n reſpet# of our ſelve;, 
For, 


(1.) The very At of deferring plainly diſcovers 


a falſe, rotten, corrupt, unſound and wnſmcere 
Heart. Some are 10 weakas to think, there is ſome- 
what of Goodneſs in them, becauſe they reſolve to 
redeem the Time, by becoming penitent and obe- 
dient hereafttr : But | think it is a Sgn of great 
Baſenef, A Man that purpoſes to keep God's Com- 
mandments hereafter, and delaies to keep-and ob- 
ſerve them at preſent ;, the plain truth of it is, he 
has no real honeſt good Mind to keep them at all. He 
Is jaſt like a cheating Debrer, that puts off the Pay- 
ment from day to day, with good Words and far 
Pronuſes ;, not becauſe he really deſigns to diſcharge 
che Debt at the Time appointed ; but becauſe he 
never intends to pay it, if he can poſſibly ſhift and 
avoidit. That which makes you now defirous to 
defer the Redemption of your Time, will make 
you loth to redeem it hereafter, as well as now. 
(2.) Todelay the Redemption of our Time, is 
very unworthy in reſpeit wf ow ſelves, becauſe it 
anfers the miſumprovement and miſemployment of 
our ratzonal Faculties, and the great Abuſe of our 
bedily Members during our Delaies. When every 
one of us have Souls capable of doing God and our 
Generation good Service, what an worthy thing 
1s It either not to employ,or to miſemploy the noble 
Powers of our reaſonable Souls, which are th__ 
it 
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fit for higher Services, and better Uſes, than the 
dilatory Sinner puts them to. Does it not too plaih- 
ly ſpeak a mean and low and baſe Spirit, to chiſe 
to continue a Slave to Sin, a Drudg and Bondman 
to the Devil; when thon might'ſt be bufied and 
ſet a-work 1n God"s Service, and yery honourably 
and gamfully employed by the great and mighty 
Monarch of the World ? To yield your O 


. as Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs uuto Sin, 1n- 


1 ſtead of yielding your ſelves to God, and your 
Members as Iuftruments of Righteouſneſs unto 
God ? 


2. To delay the Redemption of our Time, is ha- 
tardos and dangerqns, as well as unworthy and dif- 
ingenuous. For, 

(1.) The Time of our Life is very uncertain. Se- 
riouſly conſider, that if thou doſt not take the 
preſent Time, Time with thee may quickly be no 
more. [ f ] Hethat is long forborn, us often ſnatcht 
away of a ſudden. * Thou maieſt go down ro the 
Grave in a Moment, Thou maieſt be dead, and 
buried ; thy Body be rotten in the Grave, and thy 
Sorl grievoully tormented 1n Hell, long before the 
Time comes which thou didſt fix and - ſer for thy 
Repentance, and the amendment of thy Life. 

Lg] Delay, ſaics Seneca, 15 the greateſt Loſi of bu- 


mane 


P—  ——— ———— O————  — 


[ f ] Cbito rtolutur, 74; Aru tolerdtur. Gregor, Hom. 12, I" 
Euang. 

* Jbur. 13. 

[2] Maxima vik jatura, dilatio eſt, Tlls primum ane - 
que extr abit diem alls eripet preſentia, cum witeriors promit- 
Fit Maxxmnmmn vi endl 11m pe dimentum eſt, expect atio 9s Peate 
der ex craftine, Luo ſpettas, quy te extends ? emma que ven- 
turd (ant, 11 1REYTY jqrert © protinus VITe - Sen, de brev. vat. 
CaP. 9. 
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. mane Life : It deprives us of that which u preſent, whil, 
it Promiſes that which i future. The greateſt hin. 
drance of living well, ſaies he, #*,. Hope of living to 
morrow. But it is a noted Saying of St. Gregory, 
Ch] He that hath promiſed Pardon to him that repent; 
be has not promiſed to morrow to repent in. And it God 
has not promiſed itto us, we have no reaſon to 
prom it to our ſelves : for, 'tis a Rulein Civil 

w, [5] No Perſon can promiſe that which is ano- 
thers, He ſpake prudently and piouſly, who when 
he was invited to come to morrow to a Fealt, re- 
turned this Anſwer, have not had a morrow for 

theſe many Years. It was good Counſel which a 
wiſe Rabbigave his Scholar, that he ſhould be ſure 
to repent one Day beſore he died. Butif you delay 
to be penitent and pious, holy and religious, the 
preſent Day ; you may never have the Benefit and 
Advantage of another. 

Young Men too commonly laviſh out the preſent, 
in hope of redeeming the futxre Time : But they 
build their Hope upon the greateſt Uncertainty in 
the World. [k ] Towng Men (as Tully brings in Ca- 
to diſcourling) in ſome reſpects, are in greater 
danger of Death than Old Men- They fall into Diſ- 
eaſes more eaſily, ſicken more violently, and are cured 
more hardly - and therefore there are but very few 


that reach to gn Old Age. The F ws tell of Ben Sy- 
ra 


pr 


[4] Q41 penitents veniam ſpipondits peceants diem craft. 
nummnon promifit. Greg, Hom. 12. in Euang, 

[ ; | Nemo poteft prowittere alienum 

[4] Quu eft ram ſlulrs (quamvy ſet adoleſcent) exi ſit ex- 
ploratum, [ec ad veſperum eſſe vidkurum ? Quinetiam 4ias ils 
multg plures, quam noſtre , mortss cans kabet. Facilihi im mor- 
bos medunt adoleſcentes, gravike egrotunt, _ CHAT ANTI » 
{tique pauct veniunt ad ſeneturem, Ciceroin Cat, Maj ſeu ce 
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ra yet 4 Child, (as [1] Dr, Stoughtonrelates the Sto- 
ry) that he begged of his Maſter to inſtrutt him in the 
Lawof God, who defer'd it, and put bim off ;, ſaying, 
he was too young yet to be entred into Divine Myſterses : 
then he replied, But Maſter, ſaid he, 1 have been in the 
Church-yard, and perceive by the Graves which I have 
lain down by, and meaſured, and find ſhorter than 
my ſelf, that many have died _ than I am, and 
what ſhall I do then ? and if I ſhould die before 1 have 
learned the Law of God, what would become of me then 
Maſter ? The conſideration of our ſhort Life, {ajes that 
worthy Doctor, ſhould cauſe us to ['m) make haſte to 
learn to know, and ſerve God, and to think, we cannot 
begin to ſtudy that Leſſon tos ſoon, that can never be 
learned too well, And withal to uſe all Speed and Di- 
ligence, leſt, as Children have uſually torn their Books, 
ſo, we have ended our Lives, before we have learned 
our Leſſons. 

* Work while it s Day : the Night cometh, when no 
Man can work, Tet a little: while s the Light [of 
this Life) with you : walk, while ye have the Light, leſt | 
Darkneſs come upon you, Do not carry your ſelves 
like sdle Bozes, who play away;their Canale, and then 
are forced to go tobed in the dark, 

Thy Life is ancertain; and therefore, with A- 
pelles that curious Painter , It no Day go with- 
our 


[/] Dr. Stovghton's Heavenly Converſation, p, 81, 82. 

ſm] 1d hec quertnda nat, eft;m 1, quam non multum 4c- 
ceperic tempor, ttrampr dllud torwm fibs vendicer, cur licds mbil 
facilitare eripr, nibil neglygenda patrarur excrdere, l1:2t hoyus @- 
varliſin.$ ſervet, & uſque in witinue atatys hiamane terminos pro- 
cedat, nec quicquam ill; ex to quod nature conſt iturt, fortuna 
cantutiat : tamen homo ad mmmortalom cognition nimu 
mortals eſt, Sen. de Otio ſap. C- 32, 


* Joh. 9g 4 FT & 13. 35- 
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ont ſome- Stroke, or Zine drawn to the Life : Let 
ne Day paſs without diſpatching fome. lawful By- 
ſinefs, without performing ſome good Work, and 
doing ſome laudable vertuous Action, Do every 
Day the Work of that Day : Make Relzgion thy 
buſineſs every day of thy Life. 

(2:) Delaies and Prorogations ate very danger- 
0%, becauſe other things are exceeding uncertain 
as- well as- our 
that by ſame Difeaſe thou maieſt quite loſe the uſe 
of thy Reaſon, and\the natural right Exerciſe of 
thy Rational Faculties, and ſo become in a manner 
drad, even while thon liveſt. Or if ſtil} thou re- 
taineſt-the free uſe-of thy Reaſon, yet thon- maieſlt 
be deprived of the means of Grace, and helps to 
Salvation: * Thy Teachers may be removed into: 4 
Corney. Thou maieſt bepinch'd with- a t- Famine of 
hearing the Word of the Lord, and be ready to || pe 
r4ſh pi want of Viſion. Or through Sickneſs, or 
{ome fad Providence, thou maieft -be hindred& and: 
detain'd from making v of thoſe common Means, 
which: others- comfortably and' profitably enjoy. 
Or, if thou haſt Liberty to attend on the outward 
means of Grace, thou maieſt (*) recerve the Grace 
of God4n wain, not-(t) know and underſtand in this 
thy Day-the- things that belong unto-thy Peace, Thou: 
maieſt have a (||) Price #n thy hand to get Wiſdom, 
and. be ſuch a Fool as to- have. no. heart to it. Thy 
Mind may become moreunprepared, and thy Will 
more indiſpoſed to receive the Truth, and embrace 
the Goodneſs of the Word, Thou maleſt be rca- 
dy-to * reſiſt the working of the Spirit in the great 
Or- 


— — 


T 


* Ifa. 30.20, f Amos 8 11, 12. || Prov. 29. 18. 
(*) 2 Cor.s6, 1, (+) Luk. 19 43 C.) Prov. 17. 16, 
* At 7. 51. 


tves. Thou doſt not know, bur 
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Ordinances of- the Goſpel ; and majeſt render its 
ordinary Motions inetteftual, and the common 
Grace of God unſucceſsful. Thy continued Delaies 
are likely to render thee more unteachable and 
untractable, more. incurable and unchangeable ; 
more full of falſe Opinions of God and bis Waies, 
and {trong Prejudices and Heart-riſings againſt Re- 
tigious Practices z more ſetled in fintul Wales and 
Courfes. Thy choſen Delaies will inſenſibly draw 
on ſmful Habits, and evil Cultoms, which will 
prove and become a ſecond Nature, and be hardly 
left, and difficultly laid down. Theſe posſonom 
Roots will not be ealily pluckt up. Theſe * [_a] Leo 
pard*s Spots will not be quickly fetcht oug. Thou 
wilt be as unable to doit thy ſelf, as an Erhropsan 
is to change his Skin : and it is a t peradventare whe- 
ther God will cure a cuſtomary, habitual procral- 
tinating Singer. Upon thy wilful long Delaies 
God may deny thee the ſeaſonable Aids, and ſo- 
veraign Auxiliaries of his Grace ; ſuſpend the In» 
ſuences, withdraw the Ailiſtances, ceaſe the Mo- 
ons, and diſcontinue the Srrevings of his Spirit; 
and ſo all outward Means enjoyed may prove inet- 
fetual for your Good. God may withhold his ſþe- 
cial: Grace, in Judgment for your Non-improve- 
ment of common. Grace, Yea, thy. obitinate De- 
lates may provoke God to || hide the things of thy 
Peace from thy Eyes, to deliver thes over into Sa- 
tan's Power, to leave thee to thy ſelf, to (*) give 
thee up to thy own Heart*s Luſts, to judicial Blindneſs 
of Mind, todreadiul carnal Security, and horri- 
ble 


»* Jer. 13. 23. 

[4] Naturaliits ſay, that Spots are ſy deep in the Leopard, 
that if you take off the Skin, they will appear in the very Elehy 
t 2 Tim. a. 25. || Luis, 19. 42- (*) Pf 81. 13, 
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ble [6] Hardneſs of Heart ; to a * reprobate Mind, 
and a + ſeated cauterized Conſcience, By way of 
Puniſhment of thy Delaies, God may ſuffer thee to 
fin on, till thon comlſt to be || paſt feeling ;, and not 
help thee to recover any ſpiritual Sence in a dyin 
Hour : bur at laſt () give thee the Spirit of Slumber, 
or let thee fall into the lamentable Condition of 
downright Deſperation. Of each of which, a lear. 
ned [c] Writer gives us a very notable and re- 
markable Example : Of the former, out of ['4] Pe- 
trus Damianus, of one Gumzo, a fattions and ambi- 
tious Perſon, to whom the Tempter gave notice of his ap- 
proaching Death ;, but when any Man preached Repen. 
rance to lun, out of a ſtrange Incuriouſneſs,, or the Spi- 
Tit of Reprobation, he ſeem'd like a dead and unconcern- 
ed Perſon : in all other Diſcourſes he was awake and apt 
ro anſwer. And of the latter, out of Venerable 
[e] Bede, of a drunken Monk, who upoh his Death- 
bed ſeem'd to ſee Hell open'd, and a Place aſſign'd him 
near to Calaphas, and thoſe who crucified our deareſt 
Lord, The Religious Perſons that ſtood about his Bed, 
calPdon him to repent of hu Sins, to implore the Mer- 
tres of God, and totruſt in Chriſt ;, but he anſwered, 
This is notimeto change my Life, the Sentence is paſt 
kpon me, and it is too late. 

There may be no room and place for Conſiderati- 
on and Repentance upon thy Dearh-bed, either 
through ſenfleſinef and ſtupidity, cauſed by the ſpe- 

clal 


"_ 


[5] Iilud eff cor durum quod now trepidat ad nomen corn 
dari. Bern. 

* Rom. 1.28, ft 1 Tim.4 2. | Eph. 4.19, 

(*) Rom. 11.8. 
[<] Gr. Exempl, part. z. S. 15. p. 559. 
[4] Biblioth. Frat, Pol. Tom. 3. 
[(e] L.s. c. I5, Hiſt. Gent. Anglor, 
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cial Diſeaſe of thy Body, or the ſad and direful 
Divine Judgment : orthrough too quick a feeling, 
roo deep 4 ſenſe of pungent corporal Pain, or exqui- 
ſite Tortureof Mind and Conſcience : the Temp- 
ter buſily ſetting in with thy own guilty awaken'd 
Conſcience, to aggravate thy Sins to thy Terrour 
and Amazement, and to load thee heavily tiil thou 
faintelt, ſinkeſt and falleſt, cruſht and broken un- 
der the Burden, 

But ſuppoſe thou ſhouldſt ſtand at that Day. in 
much more moderate tolerable Circumitances, yet 
thou maieſt be diſtrated and averted with the 
Thoughts of making or altering thy Will, ſetling 
thy Eltate, diſpoſing and ordering the Afﬀairs of 
thy Family, ſtating and clearing the Intereſts of 
thy Relatives. And when thou art about to bid 
thy final and /aft Farewel to every thing in this 
World that 1s near and dear to thee, and art under 
a ſtrange and ſtrong apprehenſion of haſtily approa- 
ching Death and Judgment, *twill provea very hard 
takro gain and maintain a well-compoſed and 
d.ſturbed Mind in the management of thy great Soul- 
CONcerTns, 

But admit thou ſhouldſt enjoy much Freedom of 
Thoughts, and-have the greateit Advantage imt= 
ginable of a quiet ſedate Frame and "Temper, in 
the Procedure of that moſt baſy Day and Hour, 
yet is there a very formidable Danger of thy dy- 
ing and departing without rational Satisfattion a- 
bout the Goodneſs and Safety of thy State and 
Condition , or any comfortable Evidence of the 
Divine Acceptance of thy Death-bed Pertor- 
mance. 


3. To d&lay the Redemption of thy Time, is 
Ll high- 
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highly unreaſonable, and very [c] fookſh : to put off 
the building of a ſpiritual Temple in thy Soul,as the 
Jews excuſed their Neglect of re-edifying the ma- 
terial Temple, by ſaying, * The Time is not come, 

W hat Folly is it, to [4 ] loſe the preſent, which 
God has put in thy ewnhand, and to determine and 
a:ſpoſe of the future Time, which only and wholly 
relts in the Hand of God, and is quite ont of thine, 
To Put all to the venture of repenting and ſecuring 
thy State hereafter, when ſo many have ruird and 
undone themſelves without Remedy or Recovery, 
by lingring and loitering Delazes ? 

What a plain and apparent Self-deluſion is it, to 
except againlt, and wave the preſent Time, becauſe 
it is preſent ;, ſince when that Time which now is 
future ſhall become preſent, you muſt then pur 
that off for the ſame reaſon that now you put this 
by ? 

What a ſilly Cheat doſt thou put upon thy felt, 
while thou doft pretend a purpoſe to make but 
a very ſhort Delay ;, a Deſire to enjoy thy Sin but a 
htrle longer, it may be but this once more ;, and a 
Reſolution then to part and ſhake hands with it 
for ever ? when as the yery next rouch may dead- 
ty infect thee, the very next taſte poiſon thee ; one 
other Cloſure with ſenſual Pleaſure will in all proba- 
bility more deeply enamour thee z one tarther 

Cm- 


I es — 


— — 


[c] None#t, crele mibs, ſapientys dicere, Vivam. 
Ser4 14:45 Vita oft craſtima, vive hodie. 
- Martial. |, x, epigr. 16. 
Cras vives : hodie jam vivere, Poſtume, ſerum eff, 
Ile ſapity quiſquir, Poſtwme, vixit hers. 
, - 4 1d, L $+ epigr, $$. 
* Hag. r. 2. 
[4 }* Perdis hodjernum : quod 1 manu fortune poſutum ef7, 
diſponys : quod in 114, dimittzs. Sen, de brev, vit, c. 9. 
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embrace of Sin more bewitch and faſtinate, ine- 
briate and intoxicate thee ; one ſtep more preſently 
carry thee into a Snare, that will entangle and 
hold thee faſt for ever. ls it likely that rhou walr 
leave thy Sin, when thyu ſhalt be more i love with 
it, more enſlaved to it-? and that thou wilt be able 
to deny thy Luſt, whe: thou haſt greatly provoked 
and inflamed it, by farther gratifying and tulflling 
ir ? Doſt not thou take a direft courſe to beſor 
and infatuate thy ſelf, and to bring thy ſelf at laſt 
to delight in the Remembrance of thoſe beloved Sins, 
which thou ſhalt not be able to ac! any longer ? 
Thou Fooldareit thou venture to brea!: the Com- 
mandments of God now, and pretend a purpoſe t5 
keep them hereafter ; when every breach of God's 
holy Laws will /efſez thy Aw and Reverence of 
them, make thee more unfit and unable to keep 
them, more averſe to the Obſervation of them, 
more ready to contemn them, more prone and bold 
to violate them for the future ? 

How lamentably doſt thou ab»ſe thy ſelf, by en- 
couraging thy ſelf to Six at preſent, upon hopes of 
repenting hercafter ? that is, in plain terms, in hopes 
of acculing and condemning thy ſelf, of bluſhing 
and becoming aſham'd and confounded ;, of being 
ſorely troubled, greatly grieved, and forry excee- 
dingly at thy very heart ; of falling our with thy 
ſelfar laſt, calling thy ſelf Fool, Mad-man, Beast ; 
ard puniſhing and taking Revenge upon thy ſelt for 
what thou haſt done. 

What a vam Confidence and groundleſs Expecta- 
tion is it, to think thou ſhalt ealily fer rid of thy 
Sins, when they will be much more r:veted and ra- 
dicated : and preſently recover the Fayour of God, 
when thou haſt more highly provoked and incenſed 
him with thy aggravated Sins, and multiplied Pro- 

Ll 2 yOCations ; 
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vocations: and quickly regain the Motions of 
God's Spirit, when thou halt grieved and droven 
him away by thy very tedious long Delates ? 

What a falſe and imaginary Hope is it, to look at 
laſt to obtain the Pardon of all thy Sins, without 
having reſpe&t to God's Commandments in the 
courſe of thy Life ? when God does intend and pro- 
miſe Pardon in order to Holineſs, and chiefly de- 
ſign it as an Encouragement to chearful faithful ſin- 
cere Obedience, * There is Forgiveneſs with thee ; 
that thou mazeſt be feared : ſaies the Pſalmilt. 

How wrnreaſonable is it, to live in a continual 
Neglect of thy preſent neceſſary indiſpenſable Du- 
ty, and to expect that God at laſt ſhould yield to 
accept [e] the Will for the Deed, when the Deed 
Is out of thy own Power mcerly through thy own 
Default? 

What Weakzeſs is it, to delight ro delay, when 
nothing ts to be gotten by it ? when thou canſt not hope 
that God hereafter will alter his Law, change his 
Covenant, accept and ſave thee upon cheaper Terms 
and eaſier Conditions than now he is pleaſed to 
propoſe to thee. When God?s Will is not likely to 
alter , nofthy own Will more likely by Delay to be 
wrought to a Compliance with the Divine Wall, 
what 1s the meaning of all thy tarrying ? Is it pru- 
dent to delay thy Duty, when thou canſt not retard 
thy Puniſhment ? when though thou lingereſt and 
delateſt,yet * thy Fudgment now of a long time lingreth 
not, thy Damnation ſlumbreth not, 

Yea, what an w«naccountable carriage is It, by 
making Delazeg to caſt thy ſelf into grand Inconve- 

mences , 


I 


* Pf 130. 4 


[<] Sce the Gt, Exemp. p. 302, * aPcy a. 3. 


and 
[4] 
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mences ;, to run thy ſelf into ſuch unhappy Circum. 
ſtances, that thou ſhalt have hereafter a more parn- 
ful difficult Workto do than ever, leſs time to do it 
in, leſs ftrength within, and ſmaller aids and helps 
from withour, from Heaven above, to do it with; 
and ſhalt meet with ore hindrances and obſtrutti- 
ons 1n thedoing ofit from the Devil, the World, 
and thy own Corruptions ? 
What an abſurdity is it to multiply Delaies, ard 
[ f ] never to make any end of them ? to find no 
leiſure inall thy Life to live well ? to lengthen ont, 
and let thy morrow grow till it reach the years of 
[ g] Priamws or Neſtor ; and, if it were poſlible, the 
full Age of Methuſelah? St. Auſtm confelles and 
condemns his former lingring dilatory Temper. 
[7] 1 was clearly convinc d by the Truth, ſaies he, 
and had nothing to anſwer but only lazy and (leepy 
Words, another time, ſhortly, a while hence, let me 
alone but a little longer : But my Delaies were endleſs 
and infinite, and would keep and obſerve no meaſures or 
limits, I prayed in this manner to thee, fates he ; 
[1] Lord give me the gift of Chaſtity and Continence : 
But 


_ — 
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[/] YViduros 1gimens ſemper, nec VIV, unguam, 


Cras hoe fie, Idem eras fret Quid ? qiaſe magnum 

Nem;e diem donas ? fed chm lux altera vents 

Fam cas he ſte: num 00n 1677: (091 164 2 ecce aulind 01.48 

Egeri hos aunor, & ſemper paulym evit ultra, 

Per. fat. 5. v+ 66. 
f 2] Dc mihi cras iff ud, Poſtume, quando yenit ? 
Tan Cr AI 1/I9d habet Priams 1e] Neſtor «Lanes 
Martial. 1. 5-epigr. $$ Vide&/, x, epigr. 64. 

[hh] Non erat ommino quod reſp: nderem veritate convidtas, nt- 
foranthn yerba lent: & [ommnelenta, Modo, ecce mods, ſeine pane 
lulum. fed mole 5 modo non habebant modum. Aug. Conteſl, 
l.8.C 5. | = - 
[1] Da milacaltitatem © comtinentiam, [ci mols modo t t- 
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But 1 ſaid in my heart, pray do not give it yet to me, 
for I was afraid leſt thou ſhouldſt hear me too quickly, 
and heal me too ſoon, &c. And at laſt he reaſoned 
bimſelf out of this unreaſonable Humour,- in this 
manner ; How long, how long ſhall I put it off till to 
morrow, and next day ? Why not now ? Why ſhould not 
this very Hour put an end to my lewd and looſe Life ? 
W hat «nbappy Folly is it to delay the Time of thy 
Youth, and ſo to loſe the [kh] Flower ofthy Ape ? 

What a Reproach and Diſparagement to thy 
Judgment and Underitanding, that when thou art 
come to years of Maturity, arriv'd to thy Miad'e 
Age, thou ſhouldſt ſhew thy ſelf ſo :nconſiderate and 
1maiſcreet as [till to delay, and not to ule thy Rea- 
{lon and Judgment aright ? 

What a farther and higher degree of Folly is it, to 
defer the Redemption of thy Time till [7] 04 
Age ? The Stoick, will tell thee, [] ?1s late to ſpare 

whey 


OO n—— 


”— — —— - - - —— - —_ 


mebam enim ne me cath exaundires, I cits ſanaresy fc, Ibid 
CUP. 7. 

£1459 Iu, quamary eras & eras ? Quare mon modg ? Quart 
gon har hor fi 7s furpitudinu mee 2 1b.C, 1. $ Is 

(4 ] Scep. 22. 

[/] Our lreking all Summer, withered and dry, and begin- 
ning to thoot our a little, abour Michaclnaſs {p1 ing : ot which 
kind of looting truit can never come. Bp. Anarew 's Serm, 
page 174. 

S FF. . 

_m | vera parſomonta in fundo eff, Non enim tantim migi- 
91:19 18 140, fed prfſimum remanet. Sen. Cp. 1: 

Now Pract ze religuras vite tibigeſer vare, © 1dſolum tent 

eel ; or Te? 
bong 2 vr, def#tn ire, quod im nl am rem coaferrs pojjit 5 Lam 
(rrrm ec time vivere encipere, (hn deſonradum tft ? que tan 
/ue'ta mortalitatis oblrvio, um quinguagefumum (5 [cx age fimun 
annum aifferre ſana confiita : & wade velle vitam imchoare, 9144 
parcy perduxerunt 21d de brev, vit. c. 4, 

Lon1dam vivere tune enciptant, cum deſinendum eff, Qa1- 
7497 anie yovpere defecerunt, q1uq”7 rmciperent, Id em, epilt, 12 
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when thou comeFt ro the Bottom : for it ts not only the 

leaſt, but the very worſt, that us left to the laſt, Art 

not thou aſhan?d, ſaies he, to reſerve nothing but the 

Reliques, the Droſs, the Dregs ard Refuſe for thy 

ſelf; and to ſet that Time for the betterms of thy Mind 

and amendment of thy Manners, which can be beſtow- 

ed on nothing elſe ? Js it not extreamly tate, ſaies he, 

then to begin to live, when thou ſhouldſt make an end of 

Life ? What is ſo fooliſh a Forgetfulnef of Mortality, 

as to defer wholſome Counſels to the fiftieth or ſixtieth 
Tear of thy Age, and to think, to enter upon a vertuous 

Life at ſuch a time, as very few have lengthned out 

their dates to? | may here apply thoſe Words of 
Epicurus, commended and adopted by Seneca, 
[+] What is more uncomely than an Old Man beginning 

zo live ? Though the Truth is, in the caſe of God- 
ly Living, Better late than never, But is it any att 
or part of Wiſdom, to reſolve to begin to redeem 
the Time at ſach an Age, when thou wilt b/«ſh, in 
conſideration of thy Years, to d:/cover to any thy 
wonderful, ſhameful, groſs Jeworance of the things 
of God, in order to thy receiving Information and 
Inſtruftion, and furniſhing thy Mind with necella- 
ry Knowledg ; and, through Weakref of Under- 
ſtanding and Memory, be more uncapable of learn- 
ing the great things of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
Goſpel-laſtitution, than thou walt in thy Younger 
Time : And wilt be backward toattempt ſo wngrate- 
ful a Work as openly to cenſure the Actions and 
Carriages of thy palt Lite, and to condemn and 
diſcontent thy old Companions, by forlaking their 
Fellowſhip, and taking upa courſe of Lite ſo whol- 
L1 4 ly 


—_ 


(] Quiteft twrprios quam ſenex vrrere ancipiens ? Sen, Cp. 
13-1 ting, 
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ly different from, and directly contrary ta theirs : 
And when thou wilt find it ſo [k,] tough an under- 
taking, ſa troubleſome and uneaſy a task, to con- 
quer and maſter, to expel and extirpate inveterare 
vicious Habits, which haye been growing all thy 
Life, and to get vertuous Diſpoſitions and gracious 
Habits introduced and planted in thy Heart ? 1s 
this to conclude and act rationally, to think to turn 
thy ſelf atlarge rothe full Exerciſe of all thy Chri- 
ſtian Duty, when thou art reduc'd to a little Nook 
and Corncy of thy Life ? What lamentable wretch- 
ed Folly is it, to defer all toan ['/] Old Age ? 

But 1s not this the moſt marvellous Folly and Mad- 
2 of all;to adjourn the neceſſary Work and weigh- 
ty Buſineſs of Redemption of Time to a dying Day 
and Hour ? or to put off all to a Death-bed;, and 
ſo to make that the Time of beginning, which 
ſhould be only the Time of renewing Repentance ; 
and to caſt thy ſelf into ſuch ftraits, in which thou 
ſhalt have no time to recelve, and make uſe of that 
variety of God's Grace, his preventing, relſtrain- 
ing, aſſiſting, furthering, quickning, ſtrengthning, 
confirming, p——_ Grace, whichit is his »ſ#- 
al ſapsential Method to diſpenſe and afford for the 
gradual bringing returning Sinners, in the way of 
Obedience and Holy Living to a participation of 
the great Rewards of a bleſſed Eternity. Yea to 
conclude and ſhut up thy ſelf within ſuch narrow 

Can- 


{4} God in Wiſdom will haye the Converfions of ſuch as have 
gone on in a Courſe of Sinnipg (eſpecially after Light revealed) 
to berare and difficult, Births in thoſe that are ancienter, arc 
«:t11 greater danger than in the younger ſort, Cavendum ef? vile 
4 quod debrre curatur, Dr. Sibbs's Soul's confl. p 3 29. 

['] Ante ſenedtutem cnrindum eſt ut homo bene vevat , #n ſe- 
P#t;4ie Autera wt bent meriatur, Sen, 
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Cancels, Bounds and Limits, wherein thou fhalt 
be utterly unable to diſcharge and perform a great 
pare of that Duty, which the Goſpel exprelly re- 
quires as the ordinary Qualification, and common 
clearly revealed Condition in order to Salvation ; 
unable to * da the Commandments of God, t tokeep 
the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Feſwus : to 
do, to keep them all ; when thou ſhalt want the 
Objetts and Opportunities of performing the {ſeveral 
Duties, and exerciſing the ſeveral Graces, which a 
courſe of Obedience plainly includes : unable to 
anſwer the end of Chrilt's Death, by || {wing to 
Righteouſneſs : to exerciſe Chaſtity, Temperance, 
lortification, 4s atts of Eleft:on, when thy Body is 
weak, and low, and languiſhing ; no Lult ſtirring, 
no Temptation to ſuch ain allaulting : unable to 
(*) lwe ſoberly, righteouſly, and Godly mm thu preſent 
World ;, to(t)rana Race ,, (| ) patiently to continue 
in Well-doing , * without faintirg : For theſe are 
things, which cannot be diſpatch'd on a ſudden, 
pertorm'd in a trice, or ſhrunk up into a narrow 
ſcantling, ſo ſmall a pittance of Time. How can 
thy Light ſufficiently ſhine before Men, that they may 
ſee thy goed Works ;, when thy [67] Candle is jult fin- 
king 1nto the Socker ? 
What a wild Fancy, and idle Imagination is it, 
to [7] flatter thy ſelf into the Mm ſome 
udden 


Om 


* Rev. 22-14. f N14. 02. || 1 Pet. 2.24, 

(*) Tit 2.12. (+) Hb 12.1, (1) Rom. a9. 

* Gal.6.g. 

[+ ] Dr. lillotfon's ſerm. 2- vol. p. $0. 

[{] VVhen we are cm? to the very laſt caſt, our Strength is 
gone, our Spirit clean ſpent, our Senſes appa'led, and the Vowers 
of our Soul as numb as our Senſes : when a General Profſtration 
of all our Powers, and the ſhadoiv of Death upon our vs : 

en, 
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ſudden flaſhings of a paſſionate Repentance, ſome 
ſhort gleams of Piety , and little ſcatterings of De- 
votion ; a few good Thoughts, or Godly Words 
ſome weak ineffectual Purpoſes, imperfet Promi- 
ſes, fallacious Reſolutions z or, at moſt, the Per- 
formance of ſome ſingle Afions, will , upon a 
Death-bed, be crate to God, without babitu- 
al Santtity, and an induſtrious perſevering Paety, 
That a few Prayers and Tears, Sighs and Groans, 
an extorted Sorrow, and enforced Sadneſs ; a com- 
pulſory Confeſſion of thy Sins, and a Gift of Cha- 
rity left to the Poor, out of that Eſtate, which now 
is [mm] rather another Man's than thy own, liace 
thou thy ſelf art able to keep it no longer ; That 
fach /z:rrle ſlight things as theſe will ſerve as a ſufficten 
Compoſition to be offter*d to God, and prove avail- 
able to croſs and cancel all the Debts, and wipe off 
the many and great Guilts of a fifty or threeſcore 
Years Impiety and Iniquity : And that the Pardon 
of all thy Sins will be comfortably ſealed, and thy 
Soul 


— — 


u—— 


Then ſomething we would fay or do, which ſhould ſtand for our 
ſeeking : But (1doubt ) it will not ferve. This is the Time we 
allow God, to ſeek him in. Is this it ? would we then ſcek him, 
when we are not in caſe to ſeek any thing e}ſe + VVould we rwy 
to him then, when we are not able to turn our ſelves in our Bed > 
Or, riſe early to {eek him, when we are not able to riſe at all > 
Or enquire afrer him; when our Breath faileth us, and we arc 
not able ro ſpeak three VVords together > No Hour, bur the 
Hour of D:ath > No Time, but when he takech Time from us, 
and us from ir > Bp. mn en þ. 180. 

[ zz] Defer not Charities till Death : for certainly, if a Man 
weigh it rightly, he that doth ſo, is rather liberal of an other 
Man's, than of his own. Sir Fr. Baron's Efſfaies, of Richer, 

« 2ii, 

Ler = Alms go before, and keep Heaven's Gate 

Open tor thee z or both may come too lare. 

Herbert's Chure porch, 
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Soul be certainly conſign'd ro the Joys of Paradiſe, 
and Glory of Heaven, by receiving the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper immediatly before thy De- 
arture. That 1t thou canit but form and frame 
thy ſhorteſt Breath to call upon God with theſe 
five Words, Lord have Mercy upon me, but a little 
before thy laſt Gaſp ; they wall really [z] prove 
as powerſul and available tor the happy Tranſlati- 
on. of tliy Soul to Heaven, as the mumbling over 
thoſe five Words of Conſecration, Hoc eft enim 
Corpme meum, for this is my Body, is by the Papiſts 
imagined to be cileCtual for the Tranſubſtantiation 
of their Holt. 
Is this confiſtent with the uſe of Reaſon and Con- 
ſideration, to venture all upon a Death-bed Repen- 
zance ? to take a w#/fi:l Courſe to bring thy ſelf into 
ſuch a Condition, 1n which thou ſhalt be utterly 1t2- 
able , with all the help that can be afforded thee; 
to find out one Promſe, or to meet with one Exam- 
ple in the whole Bible, thit will fully reach, or plain- 
ly and properly ſpeak to thy particular caſe, and af- 
ford thee ſufficient ſupport, relief and Comfort, in 
that dark and diſmal Day and Hour? 


Obj. No Promiſe ? may ſome objeCt,, and ſay 
Why what do you make of thoſe Words ? At what 
time ſoever a Sinner doth repent him of his Sins, from 
the bottom of his Heart, I will put all his Wickedneſs out 
of my Remembrance, ſaith the Lord. 


Anſw. Fox anſwer, give me teave to tell you 
what others make of theje Words, and thoſe very 
great Divines too: © Thereare no fuch Words in 

o 
the 
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© the whole Bible, (fates the very Learned [7] Bp. 


© Taylor ) nor any nearer to the ſenſe of them than 
© thoſe Words of the Prophet Ezekyel, chap. 18. 21. 
© But if the Wicked will turn from all his Sins that he 
© hath committed, and keep all my Statutes, and do 
© that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live, be 
© ſhall not die, Or thoſe, chap. 33. 14, 15. in which 
© you ſhall find Repentance more fully deſcribed ; 
* When I ſay unto the Wicked, Thou (halt ſurely die : 
© If he turn from hisSin,and do that which is lawful and 
© right : if the Wicked reſtore the Pleas, give again that 
© be had robbed, walk in the Statutes of Life without com- 
© mitting Iniquity ;, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die. 
© Here only is the condition of Pardon ; to leave all 
© your Sins, to keep all God's Statutes, to walk in 
©them, to abide, to proceed , and make progreſs 
© in them ; and this, without the' interruption by a 
© deadly Sin, [without committing Iniquity ] to make 
© reſtitution, —— SatisfaCtion for all Injury to our 
© Neighbour's Fame, all wrongs done to his Soul : 
© _— When this is done according to thy utmoſt 
© Power, then thou haſt repented truly, then thou 
* haſt a title to the Promiſe 5 Thou ſhalt ſurely live, 
© thou ſhalt not die, for thy old Sins thou halt for- 
*merly committed. This Place of Exzekzel is it 
* which is ſo often miſtaken for that common Say- 
Cing, At what time ſoever,&c. Repentance as ſtated 
© by the Prophet cannot be done | at what time ſoe- 
© ver] not upon a Man's Death-bed. Let 
© that Saying therefore no more decelve you, or be 
*madea colour to countenance a perſevering Sin- 
© ner, or a Death-bed Penitent. 
And it is obſervable what a free refleft:on the ju- 
dicious Chillingworth, in a [m1] Sermou preached 
be- 


| [1] Serm, of the Inyalid, of a Death» b:d Rep. part, 2, 
({»] DP, 337. 
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before King Charles the Firſt, was bold to make up- 
on that Pailage, which then ſtood 1n theentrance 
to our Common-Prayer-Book : *I would to God, 
*ſaies he, the Compoſers of our Liturgy, out of a 
* care of avoiding militakes, and to take away Oc- 
* caſion of cavilling our Liturgy, and out of Fear 
© of encouraging Carnal Men to ſecurity in ſinning, 
© had been ſo provident, asto ſet down in 'Terms, 
© the firſt Sentence taken out of the 18th of Ezekzel, 
© and not have put in the place of it an ambiguous, 
© and (though not in it ſelf, yer accidentally , by 
© reaſon of the miſtake to which it is ſubject) 1 fear 
© yery often a pernicious Paraphraſe ; for, where- 
* as thus they make it, At what time ſoever 
* ſaith the Lord; the plain truth , it you will hear 
© it, is, the Lord doth not ſay ſo, theſe are not the 
*very Words of God, but the Paraphraſe of Men : 
© The Words of God are* where,l hope,you 
© ealily obſerve that there is no ſuch Word as, At 
© what time ſocver a Sinner doth repent, &c. and that 
© there is a wide difference betwcen this (as the 
* Word repent uſually ſounds in the Ears of the 
© People) and turning from all Sins, and keeping 
© all God's Statutes : T hat indeed, having no more 
©in it but Sorrow and good Purpoſes, may be done 
Cealily and certainly at the Jlait Gaſp; and ir is 
© very ſtrange that any Chriſtian , who dies in his 
© right Senſes, and knows the difference between 
© Heaven and Hell ſhould fail of the performing it : 
© but this Work of turning, keeping, and doing, 
©1s ordinarily a Work of 'I ime, a long ard 
£ laborious Work (but yer Heaven is very wall 
«worth it) and if you mean to £0 through with tt, 
© you had need go about ir preſently. And | hind 
the Reverend and Learned Ar. Kobert Bolton expreſ> 
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ſing himſelf to the ſame purpoſe ; [z] I marvel, 
faics he, that any ſhould be ſo blindfold:d , and baffled 
by the Devil, as to embolden himſelf to drwve off until 
the laſt, by that Place before Confeſſion : At what time 
ſoever, &c. Eſpecially, if he look, upon the Text from 
whence it is taken ;, which, me-thinks , beins r142htly 
underſtood, and the Conditions well conſidered, is moſf 
punitual, and preciſe , to fright any from that azſperate 
Folly : The Words run thus, E'tek.. 18. 21, 224 &C, 
Hence it appears, that if any Man expett upon good 
ground , any portion in this pretious Promiſe of Mercy 
and Grace, he muſt leave all his Sins, and keep all 
Gods Statutes. Now what ſpace us left to 
come to Comfort, by keeping all God's Statutes ;, when 
thou art preſently to paſs to that higheſt and dreadful 
Tribunal, to gwve an exatt and ſtrict Account for the 
continual Breach of all Goda*s Laws all thy Life long ? 

But I muſt defire the Objector to remember, 
that when ſome Alterations were made by Authori- 
ry in our Liturgy, the Paraphraſe was removed,and 
the proper Words of Scripture put in the room of 
It : and now the ſelf-deceiving Procraſtinator will 
not well know what to do for want of a What time 
ſoever, &c. which is nowhere now to be found 
or met with in all his Bible, or Common-Prayer- 
Book, 


| Obj. But a Friend to Delaies may further ob- 
ject, and ſay; Though, I confeſs, I was ot in 
alledging the Promiſe, yet certainly there is an ZE x- 
ample that aftords ſufficient ground of Comfort to 
a late and Death-bed Penitent. You cannot deny, 
laics 


albedo. .lÞ i _ 


” 


CT Mr. Bolton's Inftrut; for a right comfy AM. Conſe. pag. 
2542 25F. 
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faies he, but that the Thief was converted upon 
the Croſs, in the laſt Hour of his Life; and, not 
withicanding his extream /ate Repentance, was ac- 
cepted and received by Chriſt to Mercy. | 


Anſw. Tt is eſpecially from this Example abuſed, 
that zgnorant Dawbers, and untaught Teachers take 
occalion to prepare and make up that ['s] Opiate 
Divinity, which they miniiter to the Souls of ſu- 
perficial Death-bed Penitents, and ſo ſend them 
away into the Paradiſe of Fools. And this is the 
great Rock of Preſumption, which many build, or 
rather ſplit upon : They reſolve to enjoy the Plea- 
ſures of Sin during the Seaſon of their Health and 
Strength ; and intend and hope to repent of their 
Sins, and turn to God, to accept of Chriſt and 
make ſure of Heaven upon the Croſs of their laſt 
Sickneſs, and with the beatified Thief to ſlip imme- 
diatly into Paradiſe. 

But I ſhall labour to convince you, that the In- 
ſtance of the Thief upon the Croſs will [p] not ſuir 
your Condition, nor ſerve your turn. For here 
conlider with me theſe few things : 


1. That, it may be, he was not ſo vile and vici- 
ous a Perſon,as he is commonly taken to have been : 
for Aus 1s and Latrodo not alwaties note a Thief or 
Robber, but ſignify a Souldier ;, and out of Zeal to 
the Fews he might have ſomewhat tranſgreſSd the 
Roman Laws : It may be otherwiſe he was not al- 
together ſo bad a Man : But thou knowelt the hei- 

204 
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[0] By. Andrews ſei m. 1. of. Repent. and Faſt, p. 18x. 
[7] Vid, Chillipgwerth's ferm. 6h on Luke 16: 9. p. 397; 
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ous Circumſtances of thy own miſled and ill-gover.. 
ned Life. But, 


2. Suppoſe him to have been a notorious Ill Li- 
yer : yet it is to be conſidered, that the Converſi- 
on and, Salvation of the Thief is an extraordinary 
Inſtance : For, 

(1.) The Thief was converted at a very remark: 
able Time, when the Son of God and Saviour of 
the World ſhed his precious Blood, and ſutfer'd a 
painful ſhameful Death, to ſatisfy the Divine Law 
and Juſtice, and to redeem and recover loſt and 
miſerable Mankind : And certainly if ever God 
would work a Miracle, he would do it then. Dot 
thou hope to exerciſe Repentance unto Life at the 
Hour of Death, and to ſue out a Pardon with thy 
Laſt Breath, when thou: halt not heartily and de- 
voutly calPd upon God in all thy Life, bectuſe God 
had Mercy on the Thief upon the Croſs? Tell me, 
canlſt thou expect that Chriſt ſhould come another 
Time into the Wor'd, and ſuffer again, and die 
once more for Mankind? if ſo, then thou maiclt 
conceive great Hopes indeed that God will do the 
like again, and it may fare as well with thee as it 
did with the Thief. Chriſt then triumphing on the 
Croſs, (faies the Worthy [p] Mr. Daniel Dyke ) 
did as Princes do in the Triumph of Entring into their 
Kingdoms ;, they pardon groſs Offences before commt- 
ted, ſuch as they pardon not afterwards. And [q] Mr. 
Robert Belton uſeth an 1luſtration ſomewhat like 
it; A King ſometimes pardons a Malefaltour at the 
Place of Execution,ſaics he ; wile thou therefore run de- 


ſperately 
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[p] Treat. of Repent, p. 161. 
[9] IaſtruR. for a 1ight comf. AM, Conſe, p. 251, 
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ſer ately into ſome horrible YVillany,. deſerviao Deaths 
hoping to be that One amongſt many Thouſands ? 

[f God do good to any Sinner, that has ſecurely 
liv'd in his Sins all his Daies, and bring him home 
to himſelf at laſt ; he goes out of the way of his 
ordinary Grace and Providence; and the Conver- 
ſion of aSinner upon his Death-bed, it is a high 
expreſſion of extraordinary Grace and Mercy, and 
an Act of God's abſolute Power and Soveraignty : 
And ſurely- it 1s fateft and moſt comfortable to ex- 
pet from God not meerly what he can do, but 
what he has promis'd in his Word, ard given us 
plain notice that he w// do; and what inthe ora:- 
nary courſe of hiz Providence he declares himleir 
ready to do. I make no Queltion, but God is 
[7] able in the ſbortest Time to work ſuch clear and 
ſtrong Convittions, and to make ſuch powertul deep 
Impreſſions upon the Mind and Heart of a aying $i1;- 
ner, as ſhould have the wirrve and power of a gcne- 
ral Habit, or be equivalent to many particular Ha- 
bits ;, and in caſe of longer contiuuance of Liſe, 
ſhould be effeitual ro a laſting perſevering Obedi- 
ence. And [readily acknowledg,that the Nature 
of God is infinitely merciful : and that it was the 
gracious Nature of God, which moy'd and incli- 
ned him to make the Evangelicat Promiſe ; ard, | 
think, he has not ſo reſtrain'd and bound ip him- 
cif by the New Covenant, but that, if he pleaſc; 
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he may uſe [p]-Prerogative Royal, and. att beyond 
his own Covenant-obligation, and ordinary, cer- 
tain and expreſs Promiſe," to the ſaving of a Sinner 
upon the change of his Mind and Heart, and his 
having [q] an eternal deſire of pleaſing God, begot- 
ten in him by ſpecial Grace ;@who- has no time to 
perform the conſtant Obedience of a holy Life : But, 
15 it eaſy for thee to expect, that an infinitely wile, 
holy and juſt God ſhould at laſt aft in a very ex- 
traordinar y way, to ſave thee who wouldit deſtroy thy 
ſelf, and haſt long negleted the oramary Means ot 
thy SouPs Salvation; and wouldlt by no means 
know and do the things that belonged unto thy 
Peace ? How very juſtly may God ar laſt 
* ['r] laugh at thy Calamity, and mock when thy Fear 
cometh ? 

(2.) The Learned Author of the [5] Great Ex- 
emplar thinks it probable that the gocd Thict was 
much advantaged by the intervening Accident of- dying 
at the ſame time with Chriſt ;, x @, being a natural 
Compaſſion produced in um towards the Partners of our 
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(2) Divine tum libert 1t1, tum gratie ae miſericer '12 dety.thy 
aut deceder e non pa? 'T.) videtir, ſe dicatur, Dem non poſſe, Aut 
4:0 # 199491 tempore Velle extra ordinem, 1d ff, preter Auf [- 
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facer: de mes quod volo ? Mat. 20,15. Ad ji# anutem Divenum 
hoc prriinet altimatio penittentie © reſt 1ſce nie que im fine vile 
ft, pro parnitentia© reſipſe entia quid ſpe vente digna eſt, Þ Pic 
Rev, ad 64 Quzlt. quzit, 15. 

[7 | Sec Dr. $ibbs's Soul's Canflict, P. 327. 

* Prov. 5. 26. 

(r) Riſacs Der longe gravior eft iri Des, 
Grier Cum riſa, [4 lis C812: [nt's, Avg, 
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Miſeries, For Chrift was not void of humane Paſſionss 
though he had in them no Imper fettion or Irregularity 3 
and therefore might be invited by the Secitty of Miſery» 
the rather to athmit him to participate his Tues : an4 
St. Paul proves him to be a merciful High-Priest, bes 
canſe he was touched with a feeling of eur Infirmities ; 
the fir(t expreſſion of which was tothus Bleſſed Thief. 

If the Thief had not met with ſuch an extraordi- 
nary Opportunity of Suffering with Chrut, and en» 
tring with Chriſt into Parads/e ;, though he h:d 
been converted, he might have rarried till he had ſuf- 
fer'd many Tears Afﬀictions and Perſecutions for 
the ſake of Chriſt and his holy Goſpel, and per- 
form'd a long and redion: Work of crucrfying the Old 
Man, crucifying the Fleſh, with the Afettions and 
Laſts ;, of Mortilication, Self-derial, ard lircere 


1 Obedience. The good Thief, by ſpecial Favour, 


was let into Paradiſe at a privy Door, as | may lay ; 
but you and | maſt look to go thithcr, ard enter 
the ordinary Way. Conlider, 

(3.) That the Converſion and Salvation of the 
Thief is not only an extraordivary, but a ſingular 
Inſtarice. '1 he Example of the Thref, it is but one , 
and beſides this one there is ot one mere to be pro» 
duced out of a!l that Sacred Book, which contains 
the Hiſty of ſeveral thouſand Tears : ard tor is 
oe that ſped how many millions of late and Death- 
ved Peritents have eternally mfcarricd, ſadiy rC- 
pented of their late Repentance, and inherircd the 
uncomfortable Portion of Fools ? And if thou (1 alt 
venture todrive oft all to the very laſt, haſt not 
thon very great caule to tear that rhox lhalt become 
an unhappy Co/t-away, as well as ſo many have been 
before thee f 1] hou doit not think ir prudent or /-fe 
Mm 2 LQ 
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to follow [t] or rely upon ſmgle or very unuſual 
Precedents in other things. If a thouſand Perſons 
ſhould have periſhed by the taking of any poiſoned 
Meat, and «re only have been miraculouſly preſer. 

ved; wouldſt thou dare to taſte of that or the like 

Food, and hope to do well, becauſe one once eſcaped, 

when a thouſand died ? Wilt thou expect to be ac- 
commodated, and upon any great Occaſion provi- 

ded for by Miracle, becauſe God once * diviacd the 

Sea, andcauſed his Iſrael to paſs through, and made 

the Waters to ſtand 45 an heap ;, | rained down Mann 

upon them to eat, and gave them of the Corn of Hea- 

ven, ſo that Man did eat Angels Food:, rained Fleſh 

alſo upon them as Duſt, and feathered Fowls like a 

the Sand of the Sea ;, let it fall in the midſt of their 

Camp, round about their Habitations ; || clave alſo 

the Rocks in the Wilderneſs, and gave them drink as out 

of the great Depths ; and fed Elijahthe Prophet by 

the Miniſtry of (X) Ravens, whom he commanazd 

to bring him Bread and Fleſh both in the Morning and 

in the Evening ? Becauſe the Thief was happily con- 

verted at the laſt Hour, doſt thou conclude fo thou 

mateſt be in like manner ? But why ſhouldit not 

thou be ſtartled and affrighted by the [] ſad Exam- 

ple of the other Thief, who ſtill lay in his accuſton- 

&d 


(7) It's x if a Man ſhould ſpur his AG till he ſpoke, becauſ: 
Ba aam's Als did once ſpeak. Mr. Greenham. 

Though ſome have found a Purſe in their way, let vs not truſt 
to like hap, but carry money with us, Bp. Andrew's ſerm, 
pp. ' 89. 

* Pl.78.13. 4 Verſ. 24125, 27, 28. 

C*) 1 Kin 19. 4,6. 

(«_) {deg conjungitur exemple latrens comverſi exemplum lt 
trons alteric, qus im peccatss, quibue aſſueverat, mantty, © n 
«ternam dammnationem mcidit, ne qua ad [ecyrttatem 1 av 
dFrine abitaiur. Gerbard. Harm. in loc. 
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edSins, died and periſhed in his Iniquitigs ; and 
though his Saviour was ſo zear him, fell irrecover+ 
ably into eternal Damnation? The one Example may 
ſerve to keep thee from abuſing the other to Secu- 
rity. 

(4.) Do notoffer any longer to draw the good 
Thief into Example, and to embolden thy ſelf there- 
by wittingly and willingly to defer thy Repentance 
till the laſt Hour, and to hope for Mercy at the ve- 
ry laſt; for, let me tell thee, There is a great 
deal of difference between the caſe and circumſtances 
of the bleſſed T hief,, and thy ſelf : for, ſuppoſe the 
Thief had heard ſomewhat of Chriſt by general 
fame before, ſome commendation of his Dothrine and 
Miracles, and an intimation of Chriſt*s Profeſſion 
that a Kingdom belonged to him, though not of 
this World ; yet thou canſt not prove, that ever 
he had in all his Life a clear direC(t Cal before this 
Day and Hour, in which he was Chrilt's Compa- 
nion upon the Croſs, and heard his gracjons Spee- 
ches, and his compaſlionate Prayer poured out to 
his Father for his Crucifiers ; and beheld and cor- 
idered his excellent Vertues and admirable Gra- 
ces, In the time of his deepeſt Sorrows and ſoreſt 
ſutterings. Th was the frſt time that the Thief 
had any Converſe with Chriſt, and the firft Day of 

Grace that probably was ever vouchſated to him. 
Speak now, is this thy caſe ? Art thou able to uſe 
thus Plea, that hitherto thou walt never plainly 
invited to Repentance, nor expreſly called ro come 
to Chriſt ? Haſt not thou liv*'d long under the 
Means of Grace, and frequented the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel ? Haſt notthou heard, yea often heard 
the joyful ſound of the Word, and felt the ſweer 
motions of the Spirit ? May not Chrilt complain 
Mm 3 Qt 
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of thee, and ſuch as thee, * How often would I have 
gathered you even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens un- 
der her Wings, and ye would not ? 

The Thief had no diſtinct Knowledg of Chriſt 

before : His caſe was as ifa [w] Turk, or Heathen 
ſhould turn Chriſt:aF, and receive the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, and therewithal the Remiſſion of the Sins 
of his State of Ignorance, upon his Death-bed, But 
thou walt very early baptized into the Name of 
Chriſt, and halt ſolemnly entred into Covenant with 
Chriit, and frequently ratified and confirm'd that Co- 
venant, and all along openly and outwardly profef"d 
thy ſelf the Diſciple of Jeſus, and Servant of Chritt : 
And therefore, if ſtill thou liveſt in Sin, and de- 
ferreſt thy Repentance, and puttelt off thy Obedi- 
ence; thou fazleſt in the performance of thy ſolemn 
Promiſe, and grand Obligation ;, and art falſe and 
treacherous to the Lord Chrilt ; and art to account 
for Breach of Contratt, and plain Rebellion againſt 
thy Heavenly Lord and King. And how canſt 
thou hope , wherthou haſt refuſed and denied to 
preſent the Service of thy Life to' him, that Ged 
'wilf be atisfied with the weeping and x howling of 
a careleſs Sinner, «nwillingly departing, and farced 
to go to a ſpeedy reckoning in another World. 

Conſider, 

(5:) That the Fx] g0odThief redeemed and im- 
roved his Time at lalt in ſo notable ' and wonder- 
ul a way and manner, as uo Man ever did, or can 

beſide. - Surely thex canlt never hope to do that 
Ho. 


® Mit. 23. 39. 

[w] S-c Bp. Taylor's erm. ot the Invalid, of a Death-bed 
Rev. part, 2. p, 78. 

o_ Hol 7-14. 
'E | Vid, Chryfoſ,ere T, vers x, Hs 7: 7 TY 
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Honour to God and Chriſt ypon a Death-bed, which 
" the Thzef did in a ſbort time upon the Cro, The 
Thief brought more Glory to God and Chrilt at the 
time of his Departzre out of this World, than ano- 


ther Man's whele Lifecan d Ly] What Age of 
the World can give ExamptWf ſo ſtrong a Faith, or 
prone: a Pattern of greater Piety. for he believed 

im to be the Saviour,, whom the Jews accuſed as a 
grand Malefattor, and Pilate condemned, who was 
crucihed by the Gentiles, and vilifed by the Jews, 
and openly reviled by the other Thief : Heexpect- 
cl Lif and Salvation from an afflicted, ſuttering, 
dying Perſon, hanging in a publick ſhametul man- 
ner, full of Pain, upon a Cref, under the Sadneſ- 
ſes, Sorrows and Pangs of Death ; , who was eltec- 
med ſmitten and ſeemed to Man's Senſe forſaken of 
Ged, whom he had alwaies profePd to be his Fa- 
ther - In the very Extremity of Chrilt*s Paſſion, the 


good Thief believed him to be the holy Sor of God, 


the Lord of Life, able to ſave in Death He beheld 
the Beauty and Glory of Chriſt, through the dark 
I5nominy of the Croſs : He ſaw him naked, wound- 
ed, a Partner of the ſame Torment upon the Tree, 
enduring the ſervile Puniſhment of the Croſs : and 
yet was heartily perſwaded Ghrift. was a King. 
[z] Speak, O Thief, ſaies St. Auſtin, where is the 
Throne of Sapphire ? where are the Cherubims and bea- 
wenly Hoſts ? where 1s the Crown, the Scepter, and the 

M m 4 Py - 
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# 3] S-e Bp. Taylor's Great Exemp, p. 587, 
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Purple, that thou ſhouldſt count Chriſt a King ? Do 
fr bon ſee any other Crown than that of T horns, _ ts 
Scepter than the Nails in his Hands, any other Purple 
than his Blood, any; other Throne than the Croſs, any 
other Officers and  Minifters than the Executioners ? 
[z] See, ſaies St. BerWrd, how ſbarp-ſiehted Faith 
is ; what quick and piercing Eyes it has ;, how it appre- 
hends and aiſcerns Chriſt to þ the Son of God, though 
banging, bleeding, dying upon the Croſs : How evi- 
dently it diſcovers the great King appearing in the 
mean form of a, Servant, and taking a Journey 
through the ſtrait way of painful ſhametul Suffe- 
ring into his heavenly Kingdomof Glory. 

How far-did the rare and noble Faith of this 
Thief excel the Faith even of alt the Diſciples and 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, who now at laſt feartully [a] 
ſtumbled at Chriits Croſs, though ſometime they 
had ſeen him raiſing the very Dead ? ['b] Peter belic- 
ved, when he {aw- Chriſt * waking upon the Sea ; 
but the Thief beheyed, when be ſaw Chriſt's Feet 
faſt nail*d to the Croſs, and beheld him flowing all 
over in Blood from Head to Foot. The Apoſtles 
believed, when they ſaw Chriſt + transfignr'd he- 
forc them ;, and his Face ſhining as the Sun, and 
his Raiment white as the Light : but the Thief be- 
leved, when he ſaw Chriſt, not transfigured, but 
{trangely difiguwed, miſerably mangled and defor- 

med ; 
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[a] YVidete quan ooulata fir fider, quam Lynceos oculos habe- 
ar diligentins conſiderate, Copneſeit Des Filinm --* 1n lignn 

ndentem, cognoſcir marientem : ſiquidem larro cognoſcut in pa- 
11hwlo, ce. Bern. ſerm, 2.i0 muck a 
| [ 4] Titubaverunt qus Viderunt Chriſtum mortuos ſuſcitan- 
gems ;, credidir alle query videbat ſecum 13 igno pendentem Aug. 
ſerm. 144 de Tempore. | 
* [5] Gerhard. Harm in Luc, 23. 40, 4', 42- 

* Mat. rg. 28. $ & 17 2. | | 
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med; and his Face, not ſhining, but ſullied, ind 
ſadly beſmeard with Spittle, Wounds and Blood. 
* Martha believed, when ſhe ſaw Chrit power- 
fully ra:fng a dead and even ſtinking Lazarw, from 
the very Grave, who had been dead four Daies ; 
but the Thief believed, when he ſaw Chriſt hanging 
in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, almoſt ex- 
pirig, and very near m_y up the Ghoſt. Orhers 
believed, when they GwC vi daily workzng divine 
Miracles, and honoured by the People with ſolemn 
Acclamations ; but the Thief believed at ſuch a 
Time, when Chriſt wrought no Miracles to demon- 
ſtrate his Divinity, and teſtify his Innccency ;, and 
was rejetted, deſpiſed, and had in open derilion of 
Men. He cleaved to him, when the very Apoſtles 
and Diſciples themſelves forſook, and fled from him, 
He believed in Chriſt, when he had the ſtrongeſt Tem- 
ptations to the coutrary ;, when Chriſt was tceming- 
ly in 44 low a Condition as himſelf, Verily Chriſe 
found nat ſo great Faith, no not in Iſrael : no not in 
his [c] own Diſciples even after hs Reſurrett;on. All 
the holy Actions of another Man's Life, are not 
likely 70 amount to the Service done to God and 
Chriſt by this one att of the Thief *s Faith. 

Beſides ; his pregnant Faith was eminently pro- 
duCtive of many good Works, ['4] both internal, and 
external : He feared God ; acknowledged his own 
Sin and Guilt, with Godly Sorrow, true Contri- 
tion, and hearty Repentance z concemned him- 
ſelf, juſtified Feſ##, and publickly teltihed that 
Chriſt 
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+ * Joh. 81. 259 39- | 
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Chri#t was a Perſon perfetly juſt and righteous, 

onblameable and innocent : This Man hath done n9- 

thing * ['e] ami, ſaid he. He commilſerated his 

cautfeleſly calamitous Condition, when the other 

vite [ f ] brutiſh Thief was void of Humanity, and 

inſtead of pitying mock'd and ſcoffed at a dying Per- 

Jon. He maintain'd the Honour of his Saviour a- 
gainſt the Ratlery and Blaſphemy of his Fellow-ſuf- 

ferer,, who derided the Office, eſpecially the Kmg- 

ly Dignity of Chriſt. He called him Lord, his 

Lord ; embracing him as the true Meſſias. He ho- 

nomred him, whom Jude: betrayed : He boldly 

confeſs'd and defended him, whom Peter timorou\- 

ly denied, and fearfully forſwore. - He plainly de- 

clared that he ſought and look'd fora future State, 

and better Life. © He freely acknowledg'd that thrs 
ſame ſuffering dying Perſon ſhould have immediat- 
Iy the Power of Paradiſe, and Authority to place 
him in the Scat of the Blelſed, As t Danel prayed 

toward Jeruſalem and the Temple, when it was in 
Its 7:75 and rubbiſh;, ſo the penitent Thief prayed 
to Christ, when he was in the' loweft State of his 
Humiliation : When Chrift was almoſt entring in- 
to his Grave, hebege*d and intreated that Chrif 
would remember him when he came g) into his King- 
dom, Which of the Eleven were heard to utter fo 
gracious a Word to their Saviour, in his laſt Pangs, 
and 


* Lnkeag. gr. 
[e] £Jtr2mmTor i "2 2il ab / inf 
1 SJE Zn Tow £TE4 5-5 y MIL AD HUG , abſonum Vet 1116 

eenT fertt, Non fo un hin erncem non tft promerens, ſed nec ul- 
lo elriam levs;/imo peccato e/t centaminatly. Oc.rhard, Harm, 
m hoc, 

Cf) Belluinuneſt, nn humay ; 1, nm compati morienth. 
Seneca, 
t Dw.s. to. 
C8) Ts ty poniiur pre &;. 
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and dying Agonies ? This penitent Thief prayed in 
Faith, and look*d for || Healing from the Wings of 
this Sun of Righteouſneſ, when this glorious Sun roſe 
from the We#t, as I may ſay. He was ſo humble, 
that he would not preſume to ask of Chriſt a parti- 
cipation of his Kingdom, or any great and high Ho- 
Nour In it ; but only requeſted that he might not 
be forgotten by him : the way of remembring and 
conſidering him, heleft wholly ro him. He ſhewed 
a very exemplary Patience upon the Croſs : hedid 
not murmiw againſt God, or the Magiſtrate; but 
owned the Dueneſs and Fuſtice of his Puniſhment, 
and was content to bear it, and defired not the 
removal or abatement of it : he meekly and quietly 
accepted his corporal temporal Puniſhment, being 
only ſolicitous for his Souls Salvation. He charita- 
bly [:] reprebended his Fellow-Thict, and [7] for- 
bad him to proceed in his Blaſphemy, invited him 
to Repentance, and ſought to further the Salyati- 
on of his Neighbour. Thou canſt not expect ever 
to meet with ſuch an Occaſion, to try and exerciſe 
thy Faith and Obedience : and therefore thou haſt 
no imaginable reaſon to nouriſh up thy ſelf in Secu- 
rity, upon preſumptuous Hopes of faring as he did, 
lince thou canſt not do as he did. 

(6.) And laſtly ; Suppoſe thou ſhouldſt at laſt 
redeem thy Time 10 well, as, by God's help, with 
the good Thief, to act and exerciſe unfeigned Re- 
pentance upon thy Death-bed ; yer, I pray, ſhew 
me, and help me a little to underſtand, how thou 
art-likely to get that Comfort, and gain that ſweet 
Peace of Conſcience, which a more early Redemp- 

tion 
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tion of thy Time would in all probabilitybring 
thee in, and bleſs thee with in thy laſt Hours, A 
thinking, underſtanding Heathen will tell thee, 
C5] He only can cheartully entertain, and gladly 
welcome Death when it comes, who has a long 
time been fitting and preparivg himfelt for it. 

The Thief upon the Croſs, had indeed full Aſſu- 
race that his Soul was in a good Condition at pre- 
ſent ; and ſure Ground of ſtrongelt Confidence 
and moſt comfortable Acquieſcence, that he ſhould 
be very quickly in a pure and holy, a bliſsful and 
happy State in another World. But it is not to 
be expetted that thou ſhouldlt arrive to ſuch Aſſu- 
rance in the /ame or the like way thet he did : for 
Chriſt then hung upon the Croſs by him, and had 
compallion on him, and revee''d it to him, that his 
Repentance (which was God's extraordinary gra- 
cious Gift) was Repentance unto Lite, that his Per» 
ſon was accepted, and his Prayer heard ; and thar 
a higher Favour ſhould be ſhewn him, and a greater 
Good be beſtowed upon him, than was expreſly de+ 
firedby him : That his Lord was ready to take the 
Key of Paradiſe into his hand, and would very 
quickly open the Door and let him in, and give 
him entrance into the Foy of hs Lord. All which is 
included in Chriſt's gracious Anſwer to the humble 
Petition of the penitent Thief, which he ſtrengrh- 
ned and confirmed with an earncſt Alleveration, 
Verily I ſay unto thee, 1 will not only be mindful of 
thee, but chow ſhals be mth; and that not only 
ſome time hereafter, but [!] 10 day, — 
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after thy Death and Departure ; To day ſhalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe ;, be joyfully received , and 
pleaſurably entertain'd in that happy Repolitory 
and Receptacle of Spirits, which God hath prepa- 
red for holy Souls. 

But when thou ſhalt come to lie upona Death- 
bed, and be conſciows to thy ſelf that thou halt led a 
very ſinful and ungodly Life all thy dates; and 
that ths is the firſt t1me that thou halt in good car- 
neſt minded this great Work ;, Suppoſe that the wor- 
__ of thy Heart ſhould be ſinccre, how canſt thoy 
evidence thy Uprightneſs to thy ſelf; prove and 
make ont to thy ſelf, and ſatisfy thy ſelf, in any 
ordinary way, that thy Converlion 1s true and real, 
{ound and lincere 2 When thou ſhalt plainly appre- 
herd, that thou art changing thy Place and Habi- 
tation, State and Condition, all of a ſudden ; thou 
canſt not but conclude, that it highly concerns thee to 
humble thy ſelf tro God, tro beg his Pardon, and 
promiſe him fair; and to reſolve, by all poſlible 
means to ſhake oft thy Sins, which are too grievous 
and dangerous Companions to carry along with thee 
into the other World ; to calt away thy Sins, at 
lealt as a Man in a Storm begins to caſt away his 
Goods, becauſe if he keeps his much valued Goods, 
he muſt loſe his deareſt Life. But dolt not thou re- 
member the famous remarkable Story of * Antio- 
chus, who when he Judgment of God followed him, 
and ſmote him with an un urable and in1(ible Plague, 
with 4 Pain of the Bowels that was remedilefs, and ſore 
Torments of the miner Parts, 10 that the fi thinef of 
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his Smell was noifſome to all hs Army, and no Man 
could endure to carry him for bis intolerable Stink,, and 
be himſelf could not abide his own Smell ;, Then be be- 
£an to leave off his great Pride, This wicked Per- 
ſon vowed alſo unto the Lord that be wonld ſet the holy 
City at Liberty, make all the Fews equals to the Citizens 
of Athens, garniſh the holy Temple with goodly Gifts, 
become a Few himſelf, and go through all the World 
that was inhabited, and declare the Power of God. But 
the Lord world now no more have Mercy upon him ;, 
having ſuffer”d grievouſly, he dizd moſt miſerably, 
And halt not thou [k] known ſome, and heard of 0- 
thers, who being condemned by Law, or caſt upon 
Beds of Sickneſs, have outwardly manifeſted as great 
and probable ligns of true Repentance, upon ſeem- 
Ing near approaches of Death and Judgment, as 
thou canſt now be well ſuppoſed todo : and yet 
when God by a kind and merciful Providence has 
reſtored them, all that look'd ſo lively and lovely 
has quite van;ſ*d and come to nothing ; theſe fair- 
ly promiling, hopeful Penitents have afterward fal- 
ten to gheirold Biaſs, prov'd as vile and vicious, 
4 bad and worſe than ever they were before. And, 
It may be, thou thy ſelf haſt been in the like caſe, 
and done as much heretofore as now ; and haſt 
reaſon to remember thy falſe, deceitful, rreacheroxs 
dealing with God in former Inſtances, on the like 
Occalions ; how many of thy own Purpoſes and 
Pro- 
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Promiſes have faild and been quite loſt ; and halt 
cauſe enough to /#ſþett and queſtion the Truth and 
Goodneſs of all the preſent fairelt ſhews,and good- 
lieſt Appearances of thy Repentance. 

And here this great Difficulty will at laſt unavoid- 
ably lie before thee, whether thou doſt not ſeek, 
return and enquire after God, only becauſe he 
now begins to * ſlay thee in good earneſt. Here 
will be the doubt and diſpute, ow thou wilt be able 
to determine, that the Contellion of thy Sins, and 
Condemnation of thy ſelf, thy Reſolutions and 
Promiſes of better Obedience, in caſe of longer 
Life, are not all the meer efett of lawiſh Fear, and 
only the produtt of trouble of Mind and terrour of 
Conſcience ; rather than the genuin proper :ſne of a 
vehement hatred of Sin, for the Turpitude and Un- 
reaſonableneſs of it; of a ſtrong Attection to Ged 
and his Laws, ard a hearty Love to Holineſs ; 
when thou halt »o time to make ſufficient Proof and 
due Trial of the Truth and Sincerity of thy Faith 
and Repentance. And what comtortable joyful 
ſecurity canſt thou have, that God will certamly and 
1mfallibly fave thee, by an att of extraordinary Grace 
and Favour, in the want of the Actions of a vertu- 
ous and holy Life, which he requires in the Goſpel 
as ordinarily necellary to Salvation ? It 1s here bur 
a may be, a peradventure : ! Jr is lawful indeed for 
God to do mhat he will with his own : bat the poſſtbelie 
ty of an extraordinary Grace is not likely then to 
bring thee that clear and fl Light of ſweet Peace, 
and ſolid ſpiritual Comtort, which an early az/:gerr 
Improvement of the Grace of God oramarily vouch- 
fated in the courſe of thy Life, and time of thy 
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nb and Strength, would' in all probability have 


horror thoy wouldſt wiſely provide.for thy 
Peace, take no encouragement to delay the Redem- 
prion of thy Time, from the Inſtance and Example 
of the T href upon the Croſs, who was ſincerely con- 
verted to Chriſt, and fully. aſcertain'd of Salvation 
by. the infallible Gracle of - the Mouth of his-Savi- 
our, in the very cloſe of his Life, the finaland ul- 
timate Hour before his Departure. 


Obj. But. ſome'or other may be ready and apt to 
ſay; Alas ! 1 have. deferr'd ſo long already, that 
though I entertain ſome ſerious Ti ms of redeeming 
the Time, and uſe my honet Endeavours ; yet I fear, 
do what I can, it 15 now too late for me to obtain Eter- 
nal Salvation. 


Anſw. 1 anſwer ;, Haſt thou made very long De- 
laies, ſpent and walted a very conſiderable part of 
thy Lite, the moſt of thy precious Time in the 
Service of Sin and Satan? Why truly thou haſt 
reaſon to be ſo much the more humbled, the more 
ſorry tor it, the more aſhamed of it ; the more peni- 
rent at preſent, and the more obedient for the future , 
great cauſe to purpoſe and intend to give unto God 
the whole remainder of thy Time : And though thou 
haſt but a ſmall Time, but a few Years more to live 
here in this World, yet let this be the Frame and 
Temper , the ſetled Diſpoſuion, and invincible Reſo- 
lution of thy Soul, that if God ſhould prolong thy 
Life beyond thy expectation, that if thou hadit 
never ſo much Time to ſpend upon this Earth, thou 
wouldſt, by the help f Goa, compoſe and ſet thy 
{elf tothe {tudy of krowmeg, and an endeavour of 
doing the Divine Will; to a Remmetation of thy 
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paſt Life' and Attions, and a Conformarion of ch 

Aﬀe&tions and Manners to the Rwle and Preſcripe of 
che Gps of Chrift : that thou wouldſt employ 


thy Time un ae be lay ont «ll thy Strength 
in the Service, a to the Glory of God al a 


And here confider for thy Comfort, that there 
are td be found ſcveral ſorts and degrees of late Peni- 
tents: and there” is ſo much the more Hope for 
thee, that thou art not of the loweft rak, and form 
of all. Indeed, if thou wert a death-bed Penitent, 
though T will not fay thy caſe would be abſolurely 
hopelef, utterly helpleſs, and altogether deſperate z 
yet becauſe it 1s fo ſeldomand rare a thing, that ſo 
late Repentance proves ſound and ſerious ; thy Con- 
dition would be exceeding [/] dabiows,, and very 
dangerow , and thy ſpiritual Comfort extreamly un- 
certain, if not ordinarily impoſſible : and ſuppoſing 
thou wert to begin thy Repentance upon a Death- 
bed, I ſhould not much wonder if thou ſhouldſt al- 
moſt bepin thy Hell there. 

But (as [m] St. Auſftm diſcourſes wiſely and ju- 
dicioufly) if now thon forſakeft thy Sins and turn- 
eſt toGod, while thon doſt enjoy ſome meaſure of 
Health and Strength ;, and chuſeſt to ſerye God, 
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[1] Penitentia que ab infirmo petitur, infirms 6, Pani. 
renti4 qua d moriente tanikn prictur, fimeo ue ipſa moridtur. 
Aug. ce Tempo. ſerm. 559. 

[m] Yu te de dubio liberare, vis quod incertum eff evadere 2 
age penitentiam dum ſane: S enn agus virdm penitenti- 
am dum ſun tr, & meenerit te noviſſiniua dies 1, fecurits es, 
Ergo curre wt yeconculiery ; ſi fic aguty ſecurns er, Quare [ecu- 
riys &s 2 quia egiſt; pewitoutiam eo tempirey qua IJ peccare po- 
twiſts. St auterm vu agere penitentiam ipſam tune quando pec- 
care mm potes, peccat 4 redimiſerunt, non twiils, Aug, Tom 10, 
de ve-e peenitentibus, Hom, 41,e> 59. Amb exhortat, ad Po - 
nitentiang. 
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t201 becſt bur a-late)Peninan;) yet If-chdtromll{p þ 
airelgderSinmer,, anday/txmy if chin att wilting" to 
breakgff fromitSin, when chdo haſk yet :(Orhe* 0 ihnd 
$0-lin, 18nd Srichgcb Corfiti, :and Occaſion of Shyvof- 
ied thee, and /Femptations ro Sit lying beſorenhes, 
anJ:preſingunpyn! thet!, Whegothon® art 05hvired, 
and itmiy bepromcked tony and thy Pytxhties are 
mot yetiſoweaken'd and 'difabled,' bit')thar thou 
mobttht ſeveral waies with \ Pleaſures Gri2if' thon 
#adaſt :if now thou refufeſt;, and will #vr;witiis'a 
lign ihy Repentance, thoughYate Repentance, yer, 
4s er 4e:Repentance for all 'that. Thou, whotald# 
gn-over-thy o!d Sins againy if thou doſt''hearrily 
caſt-them off,, when thou couldft commit them'afreſh;; 
It thou delibergtely /eaveft rby Sins,” before :thy' Si 
leave thee; If thou ſtedfaſtly reſolveſtand$earneſt- 
ly endeavoureſt to work' the Work of \'God wow, 
when there is ſome Opportunity remaining and Power 
left, which, if thou woxldft, thou couldſt employ 
1n the DzviPs Work ; if indeed this be 7 >» 4 if 
truly it be thus with thee, then be of good comfort, 
for'l dare allure thee, that God im Chnift will-gra- 
cioaily accept thee, and gloriouſly reward thee,” 
Remember and confider, that they that, were hi- 
xd W9ut. the * clevemb Hour, received every: dan 
.a Pemy, ard were made equal unto rhoſe which "hud 
borwu the Burden and Heat of the day... This indeed 
SIVES 26 b 4 Rerny agement to any that ſtyudy..to delay 
from day to day; becauſe theſe: Perſons in-the Pa 
»:*-radle 
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rable wero:metnetngn/P brfart the:eleventh Hour 3 
ny $2040 Ag ans but went inteuahie Vines 
oy ſep veett calltl,; wrichout>any the 
laeino edn: [uffticnt- warring 
«becauſe: thele.:Perſons, 
a cn in: latts \feuindly, and: wrought 
full hagd:fiar the ſect obcian Hor, 'before: theyre 
ceivedarharPay . — Death-bed: Penirents have 
nagunects'gac ;| Buroyets chis Pallage gives good 
ground Ot great Comfert/to all ſoch perſona) AS{11mM8- 
lythiakaupon their. Waics, -torn their Feer unto 
God's: Teſtimonies;\:and 'enter- 'into: theo [Race of 
Godlinefs, when they cowd frand: idlra while fon- 
ger,. or il} continue and rar 07 fanny fooliſh 
Waies,a0d fnful Courfes; 
'\Toconclude' all ; I exhortand beſeech you, and 
let meeftettually perſwade and prevail with-yot, 
by- alt that/with any reaſon has been offer*d+to your 
conſideration,to. {{»7 break off all your Delazes, Ex- 
onſes,, Dyſconragements ; and to give all ſpeedy, care- 
ful, thearfal Diligence to redeem the Time, to 
work out hoon Salvation, and to make your Cal- 
Nn 2 ling 
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FA) As concerning the man which was called the laſt Hour 
of the day to labour in the Vineyard - I pray you take notice, 
that this man was a Labourer, and thoilgh he toonpaing but for 
2 ſhort time, yet Labour he Gd ; whereas, be that ſhall deter 
his Repentance, ard Amendinent of Life, till }-is Jait Hoor, ifhe 

' indced, prave ſorry for his Sins, yer labour he cannot 5 the 'beit 
that he can do, is 10 make Offers. and Reſolutions to work: the 
g964 V Vork of God, if it ſhall pleaſc him to ſ:are bim Lite 3 Bue 
tht thofe Refblations of his ſhall be accepted with God, inſtead 
of.real very Labour indeed, I find no Commiſſion to afſure you, 
Ch! lengworth ; ſerm. 6. on Luke 16 9g.p. 397+ 

| n | L are Va proctraſtinare propoſitum tunm 2? Surge, £ I" in 
en/tants recipe, J dic: Nunc tempoy eſt [ arrendi, munc rempae 
eſt puguanaiy nuac em pres ef extend inds. A Kem, 1s, \ I. & 32» 
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ling, and Eleftion fore, by bringing forth the ſea- 
ſbnable, proper, plentiful Fruits of an undelayed 
Repentance. Take the. excellent Counfel of the 
wile Son of Sirach ;; * Uſe Phyſick,, of -ever thou be 
ſick, - Before Fudyment examine thy felf 5 antl-in the 
day of Viſirarror chou ſhatt find Mercy. Humble thy 
[eff before thaw be ſick., and in the time of Sins" ſhew Re 
pentance, Ler nothing hinder thee to'pay thy Vow in 
dur time, and defer not wntil Death to be juſtufied, Fol- 
lowlikewifethe Advice, and > according to 
the profitable DireCtion of the Learned Gerhard ; 
Timely and faithfully Co] uſe the means of Converſs. 
017 and Safoarion, live in the true'Fear of God, pray 
Pirhout cedfing, refof# the Beginnings any Sims, leſ 
an evil Thought raiſe Delight, Delight draw on Conſent, 
Conſent wikes an evil Work.,- eva Works beget an evil 

it,' ar coil Habit induce a kind of Neceſſity of fin- 
ings and fuch Neceſſity breed Pertinacy, Pertwnacy 
canſe Deſpair, and Defper atron end ns Danmation 
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» Ecclus 18. 19, 20) Ly 22- 

fo] Uramar meds comverſonss & ſulutth, Vivanmt in vere 
fimore Dei, infiſtumus precious, reſiſt cnn peceatorum principin, 
ne copitatio prava delettationem, delecFatio con/enſum, conſen. 
ſlus 0248 gipnat, opres eonſueru mem, conſuerudo neceſſiratem, 
neceſſitas pertinaciam, pertinacia deſperationem, deſperat;o da. 
rarionemy p4arice, Gerhard. Harm. c, 201. þ. 2090. 
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